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PREFACE.

TrE author of this volume having enjoyed a favour-
~ able opportunity of acquiring useful and interesting
intelligence respecting the colonies of Australasiz,
. during his journeys and voyages in the Southern
‘hemisphere, ventures to submit to the notice of the

~ parative account of the neighbouring colonies visited
by him, during the last three years.

~ Strongly impressed with a conviction that coloni-
~ zation is the natural remedy for that wide-spreading

- labour over the means of employment, the author
_ deems the present time very opportune for bringing
 these subjects before the public. The climate of
- Australasia, and the range of its productive capabili-
ties, as well as the high commercial importance which
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importance, to every other that is accessible to the
improving and creative powers of British industry and
capital. To those whose means of subsistence is
limited to the value of their own industry, and who
have families to establish in life, the most interesting
subject, perhaps, in a worldly sense, that can engage
their attention, is Emigration; nor does the same
question less powerfully affect the middle and edu-
cated classes of society, who are in this country over-
whelmed by the pressure of competition.

Very important statements, and the evidence of
strong statistical facts, are adduced in this volume,
in the hope that the Government and Legislature
will speedily direct their attention to the importance
of these colonies and to their grievances.

It will, perhaps, be asked, why the author did
not remain in the Southern hemisphere, since he
reports so favourably regarding New Zealand and
some parts of Australia? He has only to reply, that
business called him to England for a time, and that
he sees in the fine climates and growing importance
of these colonies an attractive sphere of employment
for himself as well as for others; not, he begs to
observe, merely in the profession of medicine,—for
that is everywhere overstocked,—but rather in the
various and comparatively advantageous pursuits
which are accessible, in every new country, to persons
of limited means and ordinary capacity. In an-
nouncing the probability of his again crossing the
equator in search of a home, the aunthor follows the
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example of a gentleman, whose rank and wealth
indicate that his return to New Zealand, with the
determination to become a colonist, is the result, not
of necessity, but of inclination. Having just seen
the pamphlet of the Hon. Mr. Petre, the author takes
this opportunity of acknowledging that to it he is
indebted for the important thermometrical observa-
tions made at Wellington, from April 1840 to April
1841. At the same time he begs to express a
cordial admiration of that manliness of character
which has induced this gentleman and others to
exchange a life of luxury and ease for the more
arduous but more useful career of colonization.



