
CHAPTER I. 

THE SENIOR CHAPLAIN IN NEW SOUTH WALES 

SAMUEL MARSDEN was born, according to his own statement, on 
June 25th, 1765,* at Farsley, a village in the parish of Calverley, in 
Yorkshire, situated about six miles from Leeds, his father, Thomas 
Marsden, who lived to be ninety-three years of age,f being a blacksmith 
and small farmer. He was baptized in the parish church on July 21st 
of the same year. Little is known of his early years. He had at least 
one brother, Charles, in later life an ironmaster at Wakefield, $ whose 
son Thomas ultimately became a merchant in Sydney and married his 
cousin Jane, Marsden's fourth daughter. It is not known whether the 
family included more than these two boys. The home, it is certain, 
in common with many others in Yorkshire in the latter part of the eigh­
teenth century, was dominated by the spirit of piety born of the new 
evangelical movement originating in the work of John Wesley, and the 
mind of the growing boy was thus, from his earliest years, directed 
towards spiritual things. His parents, however, had no higher ambition 

* The article on Samuel Marsden in the Dictionary of National Biography, J. 
B. Marsden's Life and Labours of the Rev. Samuel Marsden (London, 1857), S. M. 
Johnstone's Life of Samuel Marsden (Sydney, 1932), and Dr. T. M. Hocken's The 
Early New Zealand Missions and the Rev. Samuel Marsden—a lecture delivered before 
the Otago Institute on Tuesday, October 17th, 1905, and published in the Otago 
Daily Times in December, 1905, and January, 1906,—all give July 28th, 1764, as the 
date of Marsden's birth. The memorial windows in Farsley Church and his tomb­
stone there also bear this date. Bishop S. E. Marsden, a grandson of Samuel Marsden, 
in a short note on his grandfather's early life, in the Hocken Library, Dunedin, writes : 
" Samuel Marsden was baptized at the Parish Church, Calverley, on July 21st, 1765, 
so it is probable that the tradition that he was born in the previous year is correct." 
That the date of Marsden's birth, however, was June 25th, 1765, is fixed by a letter 
written by him on June 25th, 1835, to Dandeson Coates, Lay Secretary of the Church 
Missionary Society (quoted p. 515 infra) in which he states : " I am seventy years old 
this day." His Australian and New Zealand friends evidently accepted June, 1765, 
as the date of his birth. Thus the Rev. Richard Hill of Sydney on November 10th, 
1835, wrote to Dandeson Coates with regard to Marsden : " He is now, I think, in his 
seventy-first year " (p. 517 infra), while Archdeacon Cowper, who conducted the 
burial service upon Marsden's death on May 12th, 1838, wrote to his son, the Rev. W. 
Cowper: " He had nearly completed his seventy-third year " (p. 539 infra). The 
memorial tablet in his church at Parramatta does not give the date of birth but states 

that he died in May, 1838, at the age of 73. The evidence from the Admission Book 
of Magdalene Hall, Cambridge, is not so conclusive. When he was admitted on 
June 24th, 1790, he was on the eve of celebrating his twenty-fifth birthday and was 
noted as being in his twenty-sixth year—" annum agens 26." Marsden's own evi-
dence on the point, however, seems conclusive and fits in well with the admitted date 

01 baptism. The Vicar of Farsley, the Rev. W. L. Beckles Goodwin, states that a 
search in the Parish Church Register there shows that Marsden's date of birth is not 
entered, the only information regarding him being that given by the date of baptism. 

7 MS. note by Bishop S. E. Marsden concerning Samuel Marsden's early life 
(Hocken Library, Dunedin). 

7 MS. letter of May 17th, 1906, from Bishop S. E. Marsden to Dr. Hocken 
(Hocken Library, Dunedin). 
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for him than that he should become a serious, industrious youth following 
his father's occupation. Their resources, in any case, did not permit 
them to give him more than the ordinary elementary education of the 
village school before he commenced to help at the forge and on the croft 
and thus engaged in the hard manual labour which occupied him till he 
reached early manhood. 

If his early training, however, lacked the learning to be obtained 
from books, it gave him much that proved of the greatest value to him 
in later life. Like James Cook, another Yorkshireman, he was accus­
tomed from childhood to plain fare and scanty leisure, and grew up 
despising luxury and soft living; developing at the same time a sturdy 
physique which enabled him, as a man, to withstand the most rigorous 
conditions and to emerge scatheless from hardships that must have 
overwhelmed one less strong. His early experiences, further, gave 
Marsden a grip upon the practical side of life; he could always 
speak with authority upon matters connected with industry and agri­
culture in the youthful communities whose guide he became. The 
man who is distinguished as the founder of the New Zealand Mission 
and the first inland explorer of northern New Zealand was famed among 
his contemporaries as the best practical farmer in New South Wales.* 
There can be no doubt, also, that it was his own training as artisan and 
farmer that made him lay such insistence upon the necessity in missionary 
enterprise of basing the structure of religious teaching upon a preliminary 
training in arts, crafts, and agriculture, and that caused him to demand 
that a missionary " should also be naturally of an industrious turn; a 
man who could live in any country by dint of his own labour."f It 
may be that Marsden over-emphasised the part played in the uplifting 
of savage races by a training in arts and crafts, and that " the Gospel 
is the hope of civilization rather than civilization the hope of the Gospel.":}: 
He spoke, in any case, as one who, like the great Apostle to the Gentiles, 
was craftsman as well as teacher and preacher, and whose own life in 
New South Wales was an outstanding example of the value to a young 
community of the man who could be a leader in practical affairs as well 
as in religion and education. 

Marsden was already about twenty years of age, a stout, muscular 
lad, somewhat under middle height, of open ruddy countenance, before 
he was given the opportunity to leave the narrow environment of his 
native village and devote attention to the development of his untried 
mental powers. He owed his chance in life to the kindness of a 

* Historical Records of New South Wales, Vol. V, p . 450. 
f Reports and Proceedings of the Church Missionary Society, 1808, Appendix. 

rj: S. M. Johnstone, Samuel Marsden (Sydney, 1932), pp. 70-74 : cf. Coates, 
Beecham, and Ellis, Christianity the Means of Civilization (London, 1837), where the 
subject is discussed with particular reference to the evidence of the Church Mis­
sionary Society, the Wesleyan Missionary Society, and the London Missionary 
Society, given in 1836 before a Committee of the House of Commons appointed 
" to consider what measures ought to be adopted with regard to the native inhabitants 
of countries where British Settlements are made, and to the neighbouring tribes 
. . . to promote the spread of civilization among them and to lead them to the 
peaceful and voluntary reception of the Christian Religion." The secretaries of the 
Societies and such missionaries as gave evidence in their support vigorously repudiated 
the idea that civilization is necessary to prepare the way for Christianity. 
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benevolent clergyman called Whitaker, a member of the Elland Clerical 
Society founded in 1767 by the Rev. Henry Venn, vicar of Huddersfield, 
for the encouragement in their spiritual life of the many pastors in the 
district who had become imbued with the new evangelical theology. 
They met at his house four times a year. The Society thus established 
owes its name to the fact that in 1771 when Mr. Venn resigned his 
charge upon his appointment to the living of Yelling in Huntingdonshire 
and was succeeded by a vicar of different views and temperament, its 
members transferred their meeting-place to the village of Elland, an 
ancient chapelry in the parish of Halifax. There they met in the house 
of the Rev. George Burnett, the perpetual curate of the living, one of the 
first members of the Society. The meetings continued to be held at 
Elland for more than seventy years throughout the incumbency of Mr. 
Burnett and his successors—Thomas Watson and Christopher Atkinson 
—until the death of the last-named in 1843. In that year one meeting 
was held at St. James's Parsonage, Halifax, and the Society then returned 
to the first and more convenient meeting-place in the Vicarage of Hudders­
field, where it continues to meet, the number of members, fixed formerly 
at twenty-five, being now limited to thirty, elected under such safe­
guards as preserve the distinctive features of the Society. 

From 1777 onwards the Society has included among its aims the 
provision of a fund for the education of young men of suitable character 
without the necessary means to fit themselves for the ministry of the 
Church. One of the earliest names upon the list of the many pensioners 
of a Society whose work has thus enriched the Church is that of Samuel 
Marsden, who never failed in after life to remember the Association with 
gratitude. He wrote frequent letters to the Society giving descriptions 
of his work in Australia and New Zealand; from 1796 onwards he was 
a subscribing member of the Society, and in 1828 he showed still further 
his feeling of indebtedness by sending the sum of £200 "in remembrance 
of the expenses contributed by the Society to his education."* 

A letter to the Rev. J. Pratt of the Church Missionary Society,! 
dated July 2nd, 1825, shows the spirit that animated him in this matter :— 

I believe," he wrote, " that in the year 1786 I first turned my attention to the 
ministry, and from the year 1787 to 1793 I received pecuniary assistance, more or 
less, from the Elland Society, but to what amount I never knew. . . . I shall be 
much obliged to you to learn, if you can, the amount of my expenses to the Elland 
Society. I have always considered that a just debt which I ought to pay. If you 
can send me the amount I shall be much obliged to you. I purpose to pay the amount 
from time to time in sums not less than £50 per annum. When I close the Society's 
accounts on the 31st December next I will give your Society credit for £50, and will 
thank you to pay the same to the Elland Society on my account. When I know the 
whole amount, I will then inform you how I purpose to liquidate it. Should the 
Elland Society not be in existence, I have to request that the Church Missionary 
Society will assist some pious young man with a sum per annum of not less than £50 
to get into the Church as a missionary." 

T . Alfred Stowell, The Elland Clerical Society (Beverley, 1898); Letter from 
Samuel Marsden to Rev. Miles Atkinson, infra, pp. 29-30 ; and Abstract of Letter dated 
December, 1828, from Hammond Robertson, Heald's Hall, near Leeds, to Samuel 
Marsden (Hocken Library). 

t Marsden Correspondence (Hocken Library). 
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Through the good offices of Mr. Whitaker, who was attracted 
by Marsden's sterling qualities of character and was convinced that a 
young man of such innate modesty would not shrink from that associa­
tion in school and college with those much younger than himself which 
was necessary if he were to remedy the defects in his early education, 
Marsden secured an appointment as a probationer of the Elland Society ; 
and, after a course of preliminary study under the Rev. E. Storrs, Vicar of 
Rawdon, near Leeds, and the Rev. Miles Atkinson of St. Paul's, Leeds, 
was sent to Hull Grammar School,* whose headmaster at the time was 
an outstanding member of the Elland Society, the Rev. Joseph Milner, the 
ecclesiastical historian, a brother of Dr. Isaac Milner, Dean of Carlisle.f 

After a stay of over two years at Hull, Marsden, now a young man 
who lacked a day of being twenty-six years of age, entered the University 
of Cambridge in 1790 as a sizar of Magdalene College, then styled Mag­
dalene Hall. The entry in the Admission Book of the College reads as 
follows •—Jun. 24, 1790, Samuel Marsden, films Thomae Marsden de 
Rawdon prope Leeds in comitatu Eboracensi, e schola publica de Kingston 
super Hull, annum agens 26, admissus est sizator. Tutoribus magistris, 
Gul. Farish, Henr. Jowett. 

On December 7th of the same year, he was elected and admitted a 
scholar; the entry in the Magdalene College Register, which is in his 
own handwriting and duly attested by the Master and Fellows of the 
College, states the fact thus :—Dec. 7, 1790, Ego Samuelis Marsden 
electus et admissus fui discipulus hujus Collegii pro magistro Smith, 
P. Peckard, Praefs; T. Kerrick, Praeses; Gul. Bywater, Decs ; Gul. 
Farish, Henr. Jowett.$ 

These extracts from the registers give the only known facts regarding 
his career at Cambridge, where he remained for two and a half years. 
An earnest student, he had hoped to remain in residence until he took 
a degree, and his first inclination, therefore, when, in 1792, through 
the influence of William Wilberforce the celebrated philanthropist, he 
was offered the post of assistant chaplain in the recently formed settle­
ment of New South Wales, was to decline the appointment. He thought 
himself too young and inexperienced to act as the spiritual adviser of 
convicted felons, and, in any case, had no desire to cut short his University 
course. It is probable also that the knowledge rankled that his nomination, 

* The old registers of Hull Grammar School have been lost and no record, 
therefore, of Marsden's attendance at that school is available. (Correspondence, 1932, 
with Messrs. F . R. Bell, B.A., and W. G. B. Page, of Hull.) 

f J. S. Hassall, In Old Australia (Brisbane, 1902), pp . 136-7—(the Rev. J. S. 
Hassall was a grandson of Samuel Marsden)—and " Nostra Schola," an article by F , 
R. Bell in the Hullensian for July, 1926. 

$ Magdalene College Register No. 3, p . 3 4 1 ; cf. Correspondence with Dr. S. 
A. Donaldson, Master of Magdalene College, (Hocken Library). Dr . Donaldson 
writes : " It is not clear whether he meant to write Samuelus or Samuelis. I copy 
it as he wrote it, without a dot." 

From these entries it is plain that Marsden was never a student of St. John's, 
Cambridge, as is stated in the article with regard to him in the Dictionary of National 
Biography, in the Rev. J. B. Marsden's Life and Labours of Rev. Samuel Marsden 
(London, 1857), p . 2, in Rev. Dr. Jacobs's Dioceses of New Zealand (London, 1889), 
and in James Bonwick's Australia's First Preacher—the Rev. Richard Johnson (London, 
1898), p . 113. It should be noted that Mr . Bonwick errs in the statement made in 
Australia's First Preacher (p. 114) that the Rev. J. B. Marsden, Marsden's biographer, 
was a son of the Rev. Samuel Marsden. He was not related to him in any way. 
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when first made, had not been received with enthusiasm by those 
in authority, some of whom thought that the sturdy Yorkshireman 
had not yet acquired sufficient polish of manner to acquit himself with 
the dignity becoming his sacred office even in such society as New 
South Wales provided. Those who now urged his claims, however, 
wisely contended that the very qualities which some considered defects 
specially fitted him to deal with the circumstances to be found in the 
penal settlement. At the same time they sought to impress upon the 
young man himself that a University degree was not of such value as to 

warrant his refusal of an appointment which presented so great prospects 
of distinction.* Marsden yielded to their desire that he should accept 

this Government chaplaincy and was commissioned on January 1st, 1793. 
His ordination followed in due course. It appears from the Act 

Book of the Archbishop of Canterbury that on March 14th, 1793, letters 
dimissory were issued to the Bishop of Bristol for the ordination as 
Deacon of Samuel Marsden, a student of Magdalene College,! and 
that on May 24th, 1793, his Grace of Canterbury granted letters dimissory 
" to Samuel Marsden, student of Magdalene College, and designed 
for the service of the Church in the settlement of Botany Bay, to receive 
Priest's Orders from the Bishop of Exeter." The ordination took place 
on Trinity Sunday, May 26th, 17934 

On April 21st, 1793, a month before his ordination as priest, Marsden 
had married Elizabeth Fristan, the only daughter of Thomas Fristan 
of Hull, a great grandniece on her mother's side of the famous admiral, 
Sir Clowdisley Shovell.§ The letter in which he made a proposal of 

* James Bonwick, Australia's First Preacher—the Rev. Richard Johnson (London, 
1898), pp. 111-3. 

Wilberforce had on November 3rd, 1790, written to his friend William Hey, a 
well-known surgeon in Leeds, in terms which show that, at first, some doubt existed 
in the minds of those who knew him with regard to Marsden's suitability for the 
ministry:—" Your account is not very favourable," he wrote, " but as I know you 
are no flatterer I take it for granted things are not worse than you represent them."— 
R. I. and S. Wilberforce, Correspondence of William Wilberforce (London, 1840). 
Hey subsequently became one of Marsden's strongest supporters and admirers, and 
maintained a regular correspondence with him till his death on March 23rd, 1819.— 
John Pearson, The Life of William Hey (London, 1823), Vol. I, pp. 192-3. 

t The records of ordination in the Bristol Registry during the latter half of the 
eighteenth century are supposed to have been destroyed when the Palace was burned 
down during the Bristol Riots of 1831.—(The Secretary of the Bishop of Exeter to 
Dr. Hocken, July 29th, 1905.) 

$ Correspondence of Dr. Hocken with Bishop S. E. Marsden, formerly Bishop 
of Bathurst, Assistant Bishop, Diocese of Gloucester (a grandson of Samuel Marsden), 
with the Secretary of the Archbishop of Canterbury, and with the Secretary of the 
Bishop of Exeter. 

§ On May 9th, 1827, Marsden wrote as follows from Parramatta to Mr. Dandeson 
Coates of the Church Missionary Society with reference to the claim of Mrs. Marsden 
to a portion of Sir Clowdisley Shovell's estate :— 

" I have taken the liberty to transmit the enclosed which is a copy of a memo­
randum that was left at my house in my absence by Lieut. Cooling of the Royal Navy. 
I shall be much obliged if you will take the trouble to make some enquiry relative 
to the property in question. The persons mentioned in the memorandum may be 
able to throw some light upon the subject. I have little doubt but that there is some 
truth in the statement for the following reasons :— 

" Mrs. Marsden is a distant relation of Sir Clowdesly Shovel, who was lost on 
the rocks off Scilly on the 22nd October, 1707. 

" Mrs. Marsden's grandmother was niece of Sir Clowdesly. She was about 
three years old when her uncle died. 
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marriage to this lady shows the young man in an interesting light. It 
is dated London, March 14th, 1793, and reads as follows :— 
" Dear Betsy, 

" I have not had an opportunity to thank you for the Scripture characters before 
now, since I came to London my time and thoughts being so very much engaged. 
I hope you will not consider this as a mark of my disrespect, but rather look upon 
my peculiar situation as a sufficient apology for my conduct in this thing. 

" Since my lot is now, seemingly, cast, and God appears to be opening my way 
to carry the Gospel of His Son to distant lands, the time is come for me to lay open 
my thoughts to you, which have long been hid in my own breast. 

" I shall venture to submit to your consideration the following important ques­
tion (praying at the same time that the Lord would enable you to answer it agreeable 
to His own will, and in such a way as may conduce to your own happiness and mine). 
The question is this : Will you go along with me ? If, upon considering the subject, 
you can answer in the affirmative and say, ' I am willing,' then my heart (as far as it 
is proper I should give it to the creature) and all I have are yours. I believe if it be 
for my good and His glory He will provide me with an helpmate, and if not He will 
give me a mind resigned to His will. I persuade myself I should be happy in the 
enjoyment of you more than any other ; yet I do not wish to purchase my own peace 
at the expense of your comfort, but only if you think you would be happy. . . . 
Then I cheerfully offer you my hand and my heart whenever you please. 

I remain, 
Dear Betsy, 

Yours most affectionately, 

Marsden to Dandeson Coates, May 9th, 1927 (continuation)— 

" She married a Mr. Jeremiah Fristan who was an officer of the Customs at 
Wells in Norfolk and afterwards died, September 20th, 1732, aged 28 years—I believe 
at Wells—leaving one son, Mrs. Marsden's father. Mrs. Marsden's grandfather, 
Jeremiah Fristan, died September 18th, 1750, at Wells, aged 52 years. 

" Mrs. Marsden's father's name was Thomas Fristan. He married Catharine 
Tweed, a native of Hull in Yorkshire, at Sculcoates Church in Hull on the 9th January, 
1771. Thomas Fristan died in Hull, June 13th, 1780, aged 52 years, leaving one 
daughter, Elizabeth Fristan, whom I married and who is now living in Parramatta, 
New South Wales. We were married on the 21st April, 1793, by the late Dr. Clarke, 
vicar of Hull High Church, brother-in-law to William Wilberforce, Esq. Mrs . 
Elizabeth Scott of Hull, who is well acquainted with the Rev. Mr . Scott of that place, 
can give more information on this subject than I can. She is first cousin to Mrs. 
Marsden and now 75 years old. 

" Mrs. Marsden, daughter of Thomas and Catharine Fristan, was born at Hull, 
July 12th, 1772, and christened August 20th, 1772. Mrs. Marsden was taught 
from her infancy to expect considerable property from the effects of Sir Clowdesly 
Shovel. I believe, in consequence of her grandmother dying a young woman and 
her grandfather marrying again, some difficulties were opposed to her legal claim. 
More than twenty years ago application was made to Mrs. Marsden for some certifi­
cates relative to the property, which were transmitted to Mrs. Scott of Hull. Since 
that time we have heard no more. I have now given you the best information I can, 
and will thank you to forward as soon as you can the result of your enquiry. Lieut. 
Cooling stated the property was more than £2,000 per annum." 

The memorandum here referred to reads as follows :—" Mr. Bigger of Ken­
sington near London requested Lieut. Cooling to inform the Rev. Mr . Marsden of 
Parramatta that Mrs . Marsden had the most positive right to a property at Islington 
called Clowdesley Terrace consisting of a number of genteel houses."—Marsden 
Correspondence (Hocken Library). 

Nothing, apparently, resulted from these enquiries with regard to Mrs . Marsden's 
interest in Sir Clowdisley's estate; there is no further reference to the matter in 
Marsden's correspondence. 

* J. S. Hassall, In Old Australia, pp . 137-8. 
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Till her death in October, 1835, in spite of almost continuous 
illness throughout the last twenty years of her life, she was Marsden's 
most valued counsellor amid all the vicissitudes of his arduous career, 
his sympathetic companion in the long exile of more than forty years 
which brought him much open hostility and but few intimate friends 
among his immediate associates. The marriage was celebrated at the High 
Church (now Trinity Church), Hull, by the vicar, the Rev. Dr. Clarke.* 

On July 1st, 1793, less than three months after his marriage, Marsden 
and his wife sailed from London for New South Wales in the William 
(Captain William Folger), one of the transports engaged by the Govern­
ment for the use of the new settlement. The William, on this occasion, 
did not carry the ordinary grim cargo of convicts with their complement 
of guards, but was laden with salt beef, barrelled pork, and agricultural 
implements. Few ships have reached Sydney to receive a more voci­
ferous welcome. She arrived on March 10th, 1794, in time to save the 
shiftless inhabitants of the Botany Bay settlement from the horrors of 
starvation. Their stores were exhausted ; a severe drought had destroyed 
the scanty crops and but " one serving of salt meat remained in the 
provision store, "f 

The William's voyage of eight months was one long trial for Marsden 
and his wife who, separated from their friends for the first time, found 
themselves amid unfamiliar surroundings, tormented by the uncouth 
language and bearing of men of the low type then to be found on English 
merchant vessels, and without one person on board to whom to turn 
for sympathy. The ship, as Marsden tells in the journal:}: which he 
wrote during the voyage, was detained at Spithead for three weeks by 
contrary winds and was again held up at Cork until the warship 
arrived which was to conduct the convoy to the open sea, for the war 
with France was raging. It was thus the last day of September before 
the William left the shores of Ireland. 

A short stay at Las Palmas and another at Rio de Janeiro broke the 
monotony of the voyage, although Marsden left the latter port with 
saddened mind, "greatly affected," as he puts it, " at seeing the poor 
negro slaves and the indifference to the Sabbath." In Botany Bay, 
however, he was soon to witness English convicts, Sunday by Sunday, 
give themselves up to such debauchery as would have appalled the most 
hardened of the poor slaves of Brazil. As if to prepare him for such 
scenes, he had already found it almost impossible to obtain any coun­
tenance for religious observances on the William. The captain, a coarse, 

* Marsden to Mr. Dandeson Coates, May 9th, 1827. 
Mrs. Marsden died at Parramatta on October 2nd, 1835 , a t the age of sixty-three. 

—Vide infra, p . 516. 

t David Collins, Account of the English Colony in New South Wales (London, 
1798), Vol. I, pp . 218-9, 252-3. " One serving of salt meat alone remained in the 
provision store," writes Collins, " and that was to be the food of only half a week. 
After that period the prospect was truly discouraging; for mere bread and water 
appeared to be the portion of by far the greater part of these unfortunate settlements." 

t The M S . Journal of Marsden's first voyage to Australia is in the Mitchell 
Library, Sydney. Much of it is quoted in Dr . Hocken's lecture of October 17th, 
1905, to the Otago Institute, The Early New Zealand Mission and the Rev. Samuel 
Marsden. 




