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 [INTRODUCTION]

 Page 1
  THE

  SETTLEMENT OF NEW PLYMOUTH.

  INTRODUCTORY REMARKS.

  AS there is scarcely any human act so important in its consequences as that of emigration, and as this step is frequently induced by some writer's description of a field for colonization, it becomes the imperative duty of every writer, first, to make himself intimately conversant with the natural advantages and disadvantages of the country, with all that affects, or may affect, its general prosperity; and then to state the plain truth, – the "bright side," in language of moderation, so that the emigrant may realize what he reads. This I have endeavoured to do, not only as right, but as expedient; for it is an egregious mistake, in aiming to attract capital and labour to any new colony or settlement, ever to exaggerate its merits. On arrival, emigrants are at once undeceived, and, in the bitterness of their disappointment, not unfrequently represent the country to their connections at home as one barely

 Page 2
  habitable. Thus, two or three deceived and disappointed individuals may prevent twenty families from following their steps.

  A grave error in the colonization of New Zealand has been the hasty planting of so many scattered Settlements – Wellington, Nelson, New Plymouth, Wanganui, Manawatu, Otago; powerless to afford mutual assistance, some of them almost unconscious of each other's existence; and, possibly, before the evils resulting from this system become clearly apparent in England, other little Settlements will be added to the list.

  It has been well observed, that from the character of this country, its colonization will be best effected by scattered settlements on its coasts – the mistake has been in planting them too soon. It is notorious in the Colony, that if the New Zealand Company had confined their operations to one or two places, their persevering efforts, strict integrity, and large expenditure, would have been productive of more advantageous results.

  An increase of capital and labour is so essential to the settlements first founded, that any observations directed against the formation of new ones may well be said to proceed from interested motives; but the advocates of still further dispersion (if any such there be), may rest satisfied, that, as emigrants, their own true interest should lead them to the earlier formed settlements, where they would reap as many advantages as they would confer.

 Page 3
  It is considered that the present New Zealand Company have rather neglected New Plymouth; perhaps from ignorance of its true character, or from taking more interest in the Settlements of their own founding. From the first, Wellington and Nelson have had their papers for the publication of their individual claims, – the warm advocacy of their peculiar interests, – for the expression of public opinion on all local subjects affecting their prosperity; and thus have been brought prominently forward, and obtained almost exclusive attention, sympathy, and support. But Taranaki has never enjoyed the advantage of a paper; and the inhabitants – a quiet little community devoted to agricultural pursuits – have been rather indifferent to the publication of its great natural advantages, so that the Settlement is comparatively little known in England, and has not attracted that attention as a field for colonizing enterprize which I am prepared to show it pre-eminently deserves.

  In this description of New Plymouth, I trust no evidence will appear of that absurd spirit of detraction so often the bane of young settlements in a new colony: Auckland enjoys an excellent port, with a commanding position of two seas; Wellington possesses a fine harbour, with great facilities for trade; Nelson has considerable grazing capabilities; Taranaki is proverbially the garden of New Zealand.

  In conclusion, I may perhaps observe, that hav-
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  ing resided here five years, and been in the Canadas, the United States, South Africa, and New South Wales, my estimate of the capabilities of this district for colonization, however high, has been formed neither hastily nor in complete ignorance of the countries to which emigration is generally directed.

  CHARLES HURSTHOUSE, JUN. 

Taranaki, September 1848.



 

      
  
       

 CHAPTER I: Situation – Climate.
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  CHAPTER I.

  Situation – Climate – General appearance – Natural features.



  THE Settlement of New Plymouth, or Taranaki, was founded in 1841, by the Plymouth Company of New Zealand, which afterwards merged into the present Company. An. experienced surveyor, F. A. Carrington, Esq., was first despatched to choose the site of the future settlement. He arrived at Wellington in January 1841, and, after advising with Colonel Wakefield, proceeded to examine Queen Charlotte's Sound, Blind Bay, and the Taranaki district lying around Cape Egmont, which forms the north-west point of the northern island, near the entrance to Cook's Strait; and here, twenty-five miles north of the Cape, in latitude 39 deg. 1' south, longitude 174 deg. 15' east, the site was at last admirably chosen.

  New Plymouth, by sea, is 180 miles from Wellington, 150 from Nelson, and 120 from the harbour of Manukau, whence there is an excellent road of only six miles to Auckland. This central situa-
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  tion, between the Company's principal settlements and the capital, gives it ready access to the best home-markets; and, as part of New Zealand, its relative position to the Australian continent – to the beautiful islands of the South Pacific – to countries rich in tropical productions – is an important feature in its natural capabilities. For instance, on the one side, within 1,300 miles, lie Sydney, Port Philip, and Van Diemen's Land – on the other, about as near, the Friendly and Society Islands, the Marquesas, and Navigators', the Tonga, and the Fejee group; whilst Manilla, Batavia, and Singapore are within five to six weeks' sail.

  The Settlement enjoys the usual climate of New Zealand. Emigrants may fail to realise all they read in the early and glowing accounts of this country; but an excellent climate will assuredly be found. In this respect, the greater part of New Zealand is as superior to Australia, as that country may be to Canada or the United States; for, although some portions of Australia possess a fine climate, the summer heat is everywhere excessive, which, if not the cause of disease, would nevertheless prevent the enjoyment of that robust health experienced in New Zealand; where it may be said, that Europeans are more capable of doing hard labour with comparative case than in any part of the world. Here, too, droughts are unknown, and though not of very frequent occurrence in Australia, the distress and ruin caused when they have
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  CLIMATE.



  occurred show the superiority of a country never subject to these dreadful scourges.

  From the remarkable equality of the climate of this Settlement it is impossible to define the seasons with accuracy: the coldest and wettest months are June, July, and August; the warmest and driest, January, February, and March. For the following Table, which has been kept with care and attention, I am indebted to my brother, Mr. John Hursthouse.

  No correct thermometrical observations having been made here, those given are the Wellington – the mean of 1846 and 1847, which will be found sufficiently accurate. The term "showery" is applied to days when there has been a shower of even half an hour's duration; "wet," when there has been rain which would have prevented out-door labour. It should be observed that this result is the average of three years; the variation was very little.

 
 
 	  MONTH.


 	  Mean Temperature in the Shade.


 	  No. of Days Fine.


 	  No. of Days Showery


 	  No. of Days Wet.


 	  Mean Temperature of the corresponding month in England.


 	 


 
 	  January..


 	  65


 	  25


 	  5


 	  1


 	  July


 	  62-97




 
 	  February.


 	  67


 	  20


 	  5


 	  3


 	  August..


 	  62-90




 
 	  March...


 	  65


 	  24


 	  6


 	  1


 	  September.


 	  57-70




 
 	  April -


 	  6l


 	  10


 	  11


 	  3


 	  October..


 	  50-79




 
 	  May.....


 	  56


 	  17


 	  1l


 	  3


 	  November.


 	  42-40




 
 	  June....


 	  53


 	  1l


 	  14


 	  2


 	  December.


 	  38-71




 
 	  July.....


 	  51


 	  18


 	  9


 	  4


 	  January. 


 	  36-34




 
 	  August...


 	  53


 	  16


 	  1l


 	  4


 	  February..


 	  39-60




 
 	  September


 	  54


 	  2l


 	  7


 	  2


 	  March....


 	  42




 
 	  October..


 	  59


 	  19


 	  10


 	  2


 	  April.....


 	  47-61




 
 	  November


 	  6l


 	  IS


 	  11


 	  1


 	  May.....


 	  55-40




 
 	  December,


 	  67


 	  2l


 	  10


 	  0


 	  June.....


 	  59-30
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  Mean annual temperature..................New Plymouth. 59....England. 49 

Mean temperature of the three hottest months 66.... 61 

Do. do. three coldest months 52.... 38 

Difference............ 14....23

  During the three years, or 1095 days, the wind was – 

Light and variable, or nearly calm.................. 499 

Moderate...................................... 393 

Fresh.......................................... 187 

Very strong and gales............................ 16

  Snow is never seen except around Mount Egmont; ice is occasionally observed in the July mornings, but soon disappears under a brilliant sun, like that of an English September. The warmest weather is refreshed by sea-breezes, and the nights are invariably cool. Although the winter months are wet, and showers frequent through the greater part of the year, yet from the lightness of the soil, and the dryness and elasticity of the atmosphere prevailing in the fine weather, the climate is not felt to be damp. Fogs and mists are unknown; there are no hurricanes, and thunderstorms are neither so frequent nor severe as even in England. It is, however, a great but common mistake to suppose the climate of New Zealand almost tropical. For instance, the winter months on the east coast of the Middle Island are wet and raw; and even as regards Taranaki, on the
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  CLIMATE.



  Northern Island, and on the warmer western coast, the idea of a "tropical climate" occasionally leads to an omission in the emigrant's outfit. Nothing is brought but the lightest clothing, as if he expected to broil under an Indian or Australian sun. Now although, strictly speaking, there is no winter, yet many days in the wet months are cold enough to make moderately warm clothing requisite; and there are not fifty evenings in the year when a fire would be found uncomfortable.

  The climate is admirably adapted to agricultural purposes. A distinguished writer on the subject says, "The quantity of rain that falls annually in any country is a very inferior consideration, when compared with that of the general and equable distribution of that quantity throughout the several days and months of the year. A great quantity at the same time is rather hurtful than beneficial; whereas those moderate but golden showers which regularly fall on a soil calculated to receive them, are real sources of fertility." The Table here given shows that in January, the harvest month, there are only five days showery and one wet; thus, probably, not three in the thirty-one would stop work. February and March, the season for burning bush, taking up potatoes, and preparing finally for wheat, are nearly as dry; whilst for the remaining nine months – the mean number of showery days in each being ten, June with fourteen and September with seven – vary but little from the average.

 Page 10
  The soil is so light that the effects of the heaviest rain soon disappear. In the richest district in Scotland, the "Carse of Gowrie," it is said that there are only twenty weeks in the year fit for ploughing, and thirty are probably over the average in England: here it would be difficult to find a day when, as regarded the mere state of the soil, ploughing, or any other operation, could not be performed with the greatest facility.

  This climate, as might be expected, is highly salubrious. The children born here are considered by their mothers to be remarkably fine, and, making all due allowance for maternal hyperbole, they certainly promise to be a large and robust race. By the census of 1847, the population was 1137; the births that year and in 1846, when the census was 1089, amounted jointly to 104, the deaths to fourteen, two of which were accidental; yet, in 1847, fever and hooping-cough were introduced into the Settlement from Auckland. This shows the annual ratio of births to be one in 18; – of deaths, one in 159; whereas in England, the births are one in about thirty-two – the deaths one in forty-four. This comparison does not prove Taranaki to be superior in salubrity to England to the enormous extent indicated by these figures; for some fatal diseases common to humanity have not yet been introduced into the country, and most of the emigrants to this Settlement were in the prime of life. On the other hand, however, recollecting that the pioneers or
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  GENERAL APPEARANCE.



  first settlers in a wild country have to undergo considerable hardships, it will probably be admitted that the small proportion of deaths to births which these returns exhibit, must be partly owing to the excellent climate of the district. 1

  The general appearance of the Settlement is very beautiful. On approaching it from sea, the town, or rather village, is seen snugly situated near the beach, its white houses contrasting prettily with the vivid greenness of all around. Behind, and on either side, are the near cultivations; whilst frequently some rising columns of smoke will indicate the more distant clearings. Almost to the water's edge, and for a considerable distance back, the country is covered with a luxuriant growth of fern, joining a forest ever fresh and green, and of the richest foliage; to this, as a fitting background, sixteen miles from the coast, is seen a range of wooded hills, from which rises Mount Egmont, the finest natural object in New Zealand: 9,000 feet high, of a beautiful cone-like shape, thickly wooded round its base, but always capped with snow and dazzling white, Mount Egmont is quite the pride of the Settlement, and the admiration of every beholder.

  The country is undulating, and so interspersed with small dells, that almost every section possesses

 Page 12
  one. These dells, although causing some broken ground, are nevertheless beneficial to the cultivator, and a marked and beautiful feature in the scenery. They vary in size from half an acre to two or three acres, are densely wooded, and generally contain a small but unfailing spring. Thus they afford a near supply of wood and water, shade and shelter for stock; or, when partly cleared out and opened to the right aspect, the finest spots for orchards, or for the growth of any plants requiring rich soil and close protection from wind. The graceful fern-tree here attains its largest size, displaying its elegant leaves in fine contrast with the fuschia, the laurel-like karaka, and the rich and varied shades of the dense foliage around. The dells mostly resound with the song of birds; and, scattered through the cultivations, give close shelter in harvest time to that petty depradator on the corn-fields – the elegant green parroquet.

  The most phlegmatic admirer of the beauties of nature would be charmed with the appearance of the country. For those who prefer the grand and romantic, there is the lofty snow-capped mountain, with its noble slopes and wood-crowned ranges. The taste for sylvan scenery and quiet rustic beauty is equally gratified by the frequency of stream and forest, glade and valley, clearings and snug homesteads: few countries offer so many beautiful and convenient sites for either cottage or mansion.

  The district possesses an abundance of water.
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  NATURAL FEATURES.



  Between the town and the river Waitera, a distance of ten miles, there are eight fine running streams. Springs and rivulets abound; and in the few wells which have been sunk, water was generally obtained at from thirty to forty feet.

  The soil may be called a very light, friable loam, with a porous subsoil; it is divided, locally, into three sorts, each marked by a different vegetation. The first is but a strip, extending along the coast, covered with light fern, interspersed with tufts of grass, and freely mixed, especially nearest the shore, with the black iron sand which is so plentiful here. The productive powers of this sand are rather surprising. Almost on the beach, within sixty yards of high-water mark, some early emigrants formed a few rough gardens, which produced excellent crops of vegetables; and, strange as it may seem to an English farmer, upwards of sixteen bushels of wheat have been obtained from a quarter of an acre of nearly the same description of soil.

  The second division, adjoining this, is a tract of great extent, covered with fern, six to eight feet high, intermixed with a small bush called "tutu," and a species of tall grass called "toe-toe." The surface is a vegetable decomposition of from seven to ten inches, matted together by the fern-root, with a light, yellow subsoil, of many feet in depth, entirely free from stones, shells, gravel, or clay. The principal farms are on this land; and it may here be observed, that the chief difference, as respects the
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  cultivation of this soil and the preceding, is, that it requires more exposure before cropping.

  The third division is the Bush, or forest-land, which joins the fern, and extends along the country in a rather irregular line, two to five miles from the coast, and a considerable distance hack into the interior. This soil in appearance resembles the second description of fern-land, but turns up quite mellow, and fit for cropping at once.



 1 Vibrations, or slight tremblings of the earth, are occasionally experienced, but have never, in the memory of the oldest natives, caused the least damage.
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  NATURAL PRODUCTIONS – TREES.



  CHAPTER II.

  Natural productions – Timber – Minerals – Birds – Fish – Insects.



  THIS Settlement possesses a variety of valuable timber trees. The most common are Rimu, Kahikatea, Puriri, Rata, Kohe-kohe, Pukatea, Tawa, Rewa-rewa, and Hinau: there are others which attain a large size, but are not yet in general use. The Rimu, called Red Pine, more from its foliage than from any resemblance in the wood, is frequently sixty to seventy feet high without a branch, and from twelve to sixteen feet in circumference. Its foliage is remarkably graceful, drooping like clusters of feathers, and of a beautiful green. The tree opens very sound, is entirely free from knots, and, for a hard wood, works well. It is chiefly used for housebuilding; the finer parts for panelling and cabinet work: these are handsome, taking a fine polish, and in appearance something between Honduras mahogany and coarse rosewood.

  The Kahikatea, or White Pine, is occasionally seen ninety feet high without a branch. In foliage

 Page 16
  and manner of growth it resembles the Rimu, but has a lighter-coloured bark. The wood is not much unlike the Baltic White Pine, but always sound and quite free from knots: it is used for general purposes, for oars and boat-planking.

  The Puriri, or Iron Wood, is one of the most valuable trees in New Zealand, growing from thirty to fifty feet high, and from twelve to twenty feet in circumference. The wood has a strong scent, is of a dark brown colour, close grained, heavy, and of a greasy unctuous nature; which last property is probably the cause of its being so much perforated by a large white slug, peculiar to this tree, when growing. Iron wood is principally used for foundations, fencing-posts, mill-cogs, &c, for all of which it is admirably adapted; as it would be for any purpose requiring great strength and durability in moist situations.

  The Rata in its manner of growth is very singular. At first it is a creeper, clinging for support round some young tree; for a time both flourish together in close embrace; but, as they grow, the subtle Rata, appearing to sap the strength of its early supporter, winds its strong arms around, by slow degrees, crushes it to death, and eventually becomes itself the tree. The Pukatea is generally favoured with these embraces, which, though slow, are sure to kill. The wood of the Rata is a reddish-brown colour, very strong and tough, well adapted to wheelwright's work; and, from its crooked manner
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  of growth, furnishing suitable stuff for ship-building.

  The Kohe-kohe attains a height of about forty feet without a branch; it has a handsome laurel-like leaf, and is the most common tree on the edges of the forest. It splits well, and is used for shingles, fencing-bars, and rails.

  The Pukatea, a large tree, is a soft easy-working wood, of light brown colour; chiefly used for common work, and weather-boarding rough outbuildings.

  The Tawa and the Rewa-rewa are handsome trees, particularly the latter; both, however, are of inferior quality, and not used except as split stuff: the first, being highly resinous, makes excellent firewood.

  The Hinau is remarkable for the whiteness of its wood, and chiefly known for its valuable dying properties: the rich black dye of the native mats is obtained from its bark.

  Of smaller trees, and shrubs forming the "light bush," there is a great variety; comprising the Fuschia, from twenty to thirty feet high; the Karaka, a beautiful tree of the laurel kind, bearing golden coloured berries in clusters, which contrast finely with the glossy greenness of its foliage; the Fern tree, occasionally attaining a height of even sixty feet, from its showy and elegant appearance, a striking feature in the forest scenery; and the Nikau, more rare, but the most beautiful of all. Many others are highly ornamental, and it is im-
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  possible to conceive anything prettier as a shrubbery than could be made by a judicious selection of these evergreens.

  In a country so rich in vegetable growth, it appears strange that there should be no fruits: many trees bear berries in profusion, but even the best of these cannot fairly be called fruit. The Karaka, for instance, almost as large as a magnum bonum plum, has a fine perfume, and looks tempting; but it is very poor in flavour, mealy, and insipid. The Tawa berry, in appearance, is a fine damson; but should the unwary stranger be seduced to taste one, he will be unpleasantly reminded of turpentine. The Poroporo, a handsome shrub springing up by road sides, produces the finest berry; when quite ripe its flavour is something between that of apple-peel and a bad strawberry; but if tasted before it is soft and mellow, the Poropo is most nauseous.

  The Kiekie, a creeping thing, called by some the "New Zealand Pine-apple," fruits every third year. In summer it bears a flower, the inner leaves of which are soft and fleshy, forming what may be called the "Flower Fruit" (Tawara); in winter the real fruit (Pirori) ripens, and is then about five inches long by two to three in diameter. Some little interest was at first excited by this vegetable impostor. It appeared that the country could boast one fruit, triennial, certainly, but a "Pine-apple:" tasting at once dispelled the illusion; in both
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  stages it has a medicated sweet flavour, earthy, and rather bitter. 2 The pith of a certain kind of fern-tree, with the Kamo-Kamo, a sort of gourd, were at first occasionally used as poor substitutes for fruit; and water-melons, of fair quality, the Kumera, and the Taro, all flourishing best on the black sandy soil, are raised in considerable quantities by the natives.

  Lovers of fruit will probably grumble at the poor dessert here set before them; but they may console themselves with the reflection, that New Zealand, in this respect, as in many others, is preeminently a country for introductions. All English fruits will be obtained in profusion; with care some few others may succeed, one, the Cape gooseberry, being already so common as to be considered almost a weed.

  Phormium Tenax, or New Zealand Flax, is plentiful and luxuriant in this district. Before the colonisation of the island, when the natives pre-
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  pared it as barter for European goods, Sydney vessels obtained many part cargoes of it on this coast; but after the Settlement was founded, as the natives could more easily procure blankets and tobacco by exchanging pork and potatoes, they entirely abandoned the trade. Their method of dressing the plant is slow and inefficient; the fibre is scraped with a mussel-shell, and the preparation of a ton would occupy five or six individuals a month. The material produced by their rude process is, however, made into excellent rope, and has been woven into beautiful fabrics. It is, probably, the strongest vegetable fibre known; and is remarkably useful to Europeans even in its natural state, answering for cord and string. The natives apply it to a great variety of purposes; they fabricate large fishing-nets of it, and excellent mats of great beauty and richness; useful baskets, in which onions and potatoes are shipped, and finer sorts to hold their wheat and provisions.

  The ruling spirit of this Settlement is so decidedly agricultural, that no attention has yet been paid to its mineral resources; in fact, in this respect, the whole of New Zealand is still a terra incognita. Rich iron-sand covers the beach, and substances, said to be manganese, nickel, and copper ore, have been accidentally discovered by the settler, and may be regarded as an earnest of what may be found when proper researches are made by qualified persons. Limestone has not yet
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  been found in the Settlement; but the banks of the Maukau river, forty miles to the north, and Massacre Bay, on the Southern Island, distant but a few hours' sail, possess both limestone and coal. Parts of the beach near the town are covered with granite, lying on the sand in stones of all sizes from a foot cube to those of some tons in weight; and a kind of sandstone is found in many parts of the district.

  Taranaki, in common with the whole country, does not possess a single native quadruped; although from its dense cover, genial climate, and constant abundance of herbage, one might naturally expect to find some few herbaceous animals. This deficiency is, however, balanced by the absence of all reptiles; for there are none, excepting a few harmless lizards.

  Birds are rather numerous; and as they are generally of active habits, flitting from tree to tree as if, from the profusion around, they were embarrassed in their choice of food; as some are fine songsters, and others seem rivals in making the greatest possible noise, they give an air of pleasing liveliness and animation to the woods. One of the most common is the Tui, a bird of singular habits, and very amusing. It is always in motion, darting from some low bush to the topmost twig of a high tree, it will commence making such a variety of strange noises, with such volume of tone, that it is difficult to believe they all proceed from the same
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  small bird. Should another Tui chance to be near, it breaks off to indulge in a little fighting; and, ending with a kind of shout, will throw a somerset or two, and dart into the bush, only to recommence another exhibition. This vivacious creature, sometimes called the Parson Bird, from its plumage, a glossy black, with two white feathers on the throat like bands, is larger than the blackbird, and, in the season of the Poroporo berries, gets very fat, and becomes excellent eating.

  The Kukupa, or pigeon, is about a third larger than the English stock-dove; its plumage is richly shaded with green, purple, and gold. It is rather a stupid bird, and easily shot: feeding on buds and berries, it possesses, when in season, a game flavour not unlike that of the blackcock.

  The Pukeko, in shape, is rather like the water-hen, but larger; its plumage is dark brown, slightly tinged with green, and a brilliant purple on the neck and breast. It is a shy, solitary bird, generally haunting rushy springs and old native gardens, where it digs up the potatoes, scooping them out in a curious manner.

  The Kaka, a large brown parrot, prettily marked with red, is rather a shy bird, and difficult to shoot. It utters a loud and peculiar cry, and is here generally seen, early in clear frosty mornings, flying about the highest trees.

  The Kakariki is an elegant parroquet, with green plumage, touched with gold about the head. It is
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  the only bird in the least destructive to crops: in harvest small troops of them are seen around the edges of the bush-land, carrying off ears of wheat.

  The Kotaretare resembles the king-fisher, although its plumage is much less brilliant. It is most common about cleared bush-land, feeding freely on caterpillars and other insects.

  The Tirakara is an elegant little fly-catcher, with black and white plumage, and a delicate fan tail; it is remarkably quick in its movements, and a great consumer of sand-flies.

  One of the most delightful songsters is the Makomako, rather like the green linnet, but larger. It is heard about sunrise, near the edges of the forest, when several sing together, and the effect can only be compared to the soft tinkling of numerous little bells.

  Wild ducks are not plentiful; they are seldom seen by day, but are occasionally found feeding at night on the stubbles. Of birds of prey there are but three varieties common to the district: the Kahu, a large brown buzzard, an expert rat-catcher, but fond of poultry; the Karewarewa, a sharp flying sparrow-hawk; and the Ruru, a small brown owl, hiding in the gloomiest recesses of the forest, and coming out to prey at night, when it utters a singular and discordant cry.

  It should be observed, that with the exception of pigeons and wild fowl, there is nothing for the sportsman. New Zealand is undoubtedly the worst

 Page 24
  country in the world for shooting; but this part of it, from climate, soil, cover, and productions, is well adapted to the introduction of game. For instance, it seems almost made for pheasants: the soil is light and dry; high fern is the finest cover imaginable, and almost every farm possesses a few acres of thickly wooded dell, affording the closest shelter with unfailing springs; around these, for feeding, lie the stubbles; and, at all seasons, there is an abundant variety of buds and berries; in summer and autumn, plenty of grasshoppers and other insects.

  Partridges would perhaps succeed equally well, particularly the French variety; for, although they require a greater extent of stubble and cleared land than pheasants, they would already find abundance of food, and would probably often lie in the lightest fern around the farms, which are every year increasing in extent. The country is entirely free from such destructive animals as the fox, polecat, and weasel; whilst birds of prey are less numerous than in England. Should any intending emigrant be inclined to try a little game, he ought to procure that which has been bred in a domesticated state, as best adapted to bear the confinement of the voyage.

  The numerous streams of this district afford but four varieties of fish: the Piharau or lamprey, remarkably rich and fine flavoured; the common eel, attaining a large size; the Kokopu, a poor, coarse fish; and the Upokororo, a kind of
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  trout, seldom exceeding a pound in weight, but of very delicate flavour.

  Of sea fish the varieties are more numerous. The best are the Hapuka, weighing from 30 to 70 lbs.; the Tarakihi, the Moki, and the Kawai, a mackerel-shaped fish of from 4 to 6 lbs.: it enters the mouths of the larger streams with the tide, when, with a net, it may be taken in considerable numbers. This fish will occasionally rise at a fly, and take any glittering bait, moved quickly through the water. There are also mullet, snapper, rock cod, crawfish, cockles, and mussels; and a small fry, almost equal to white bait, is taken in the river Waitera.

  This country, destitute of animals and not particularly rich in birds, possesses many singular insects; a description of which would far exceed the compass of the present work. One of the most remarkable, is the vegetable caterpillar. It is occasionally picked up in raking light bush land from five to six inches long, and nearly as thick as the finger. It has then the exact shape and marks of a large dead caterpillar; but to the head, is generally attached something like a piece of slender twig or small fibrous root. On snapping the body, it is found to be white and pithy – a kind of petrified vegetable substance.

  There are also a small caterpillar, destructive to barley when ripening; the common grasshopper; and a large one, flying something like a snipe. With the exception of a rare kind of fly, there is
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  not a single stinging insect; and although musquitoes and sandflies are troublesome at first, yet even these seem to partake of the mild nature of the climate, and are innocuous as compared with those of America and Australia.



 2 Here I am sorry to differ so much from the author of a late amusing work, "Angas's Savage Life and Scenes in Australia and New Zealand," who calls this fruit a "vegetable luxury," and says, "their taste, when fully ripe, is something like that of a ripe and juicy pear, with an aromatic flavour resembling vanilla." Chacun a son gout; but I would observe that although the Tawara might pass as fruit with the toiling traveller in the "Poukemarpou Forests," it would probably never appear twice at dessert. I have known fern root, putrescent maize, and the karaka berry, eaten with considerable gusto in various expeditions on the coast among the natives; but never remarked that the relish for such delicacies continued long after return to the European Settlement.
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  CHAPTER III.

  Natives – Number – Habits – Usefulness – Present state – Future prospects.



  THE natives of this Settlement form a portion of the broken and scattered Ngatiawa tribe, formerly very powerful here; but in 1834, attacked by the Waikato, under Te Whero Whero, a large and warlike tribe, dwelling more to the north, numbers were killed, many led into slavery, whilst others, retreating to the south, settled along Cook's Strait and around Port Nicholson, so that when the first settlers landed, there were scarcely fifty natives in the place. By degrees, however, as the scattered fugitives gained confidence from the presence of the white man, and were attracted by the advantages derivable from an European community, many of them returned to their old country; and the Waikato, influenced by the missionaries, manumitted their slaves; so that the number now dwelling in the Settlement is about 700.

  They live in settled habitations called Pas, one of which, near the village, covers about an acre of
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  ground. It is surrounded by two rows of strong split paling, three feet apart, and about twelve high; the entrance is by two or three narrow gateways, and the interior divided by similar paling into several little courts and passages: here are the houses, potato caves, cooking ovens, stacks of firewood, and small sheds for the drying and preservation of various edibles. The houses are chiefly built of raupo, a kind of rush; some of the most ambitious with a door and window, but in general they have only a low entrance serving for both. This pa contains a native-built Wesleyan chapel, has about twenty houses, with from eighty to one hundred inhabitants, and is merely noticed here as a common specimen of an ordinary native village.

  These 700 natives have between four and five hundred acres of land in cultivation, of which three-fourths may be devoted to the growth of wheat and potatoes, and the remainder to maize, onions, taro, kumeras, melons, and other garden produce. They subsist chiefly on potatoes, but are becoming large consumers of flour, and are very fond of tea and sugar. They dislike spirits, rather preferring wine or beer, but all are inveterate smokers. They carry on a brisk trade with the settlers, and formerly, before there was much European cultivation, entirely supplied them with potatoes and other vegetables. Now, however, their chief article of sale is pigs, of which they possess great numbers, self-fed, principally on fern-root; these they drive from house to
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  house, and sell with great judgment and acuteness. They also carry round bundles of firewood, baskets of potatoes, wheat, maize, and melons; occasionally, pigeons, parrots, and fish; excellent flax lines, mats, well-plaited kie-kie hats, and useful flax baskets. The proceeds of these various articles are now chiefly invested in blankets, prints, calico, and tobacco. They are good judges of what they buy, examining everything minutely. The purchase of a blanket is undertaken as a grave business, requiring the advice of sagacious friends; even a pipe is not to be lightly bought, and the patience of storekeepers is often sorely tried in effecting the sale of one.

  In personal appearance the men are superior to the women; their carriage is free and erect, and they are generally tatooed, though this custom is going out of fashion, and will not obtain with the rising generation. In complexion, many are no darker than gipsies; they are rather taller than Europeans, and perhaps stronger, though it may be questioned whether they possess the same power of endurance – equally good, or better, for a "dash," they would probably flag sooner under long-continued hard exertion. The women are of small stature, and generally of mean appearance. Willing drudges, the females work hard and undergo considerable hardship, so that their beauty soon fades; in fact, it is difficult to picture anything less attractive than middle-aged women who have led a
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  strictly native life; they look quite old, and are certainly dirtier than the men. Young girls, however, taken early from the pa, and attached to Europeans, gain habits of cleanliness and order, and improve surprisingly in appearance. Although rarely beautiful, they are good-tempered, lively, and affectionate.

  The usual dress of both sexes is the blanket; but the handsome flax mat, with a rich black fringe and tags, is still occasionally seen. They prefer European clothing for great occasions, and seem to be aware that it is necessary to suffer a little in order to be fine. Some few speak broken English, but as enough of their language for common purposes is easily acquired, all intercourse with them is carried on in the Maori tongue. The natives of this settlement have already made such progress in education, chiefly through the philanthropic exertions of the Episcopal and Wesleyan ministers, that, of males between fifteen and thirty, it is estimated that three out of four can both read and write. They are becoming anxious to acquire stock, and already possess a few horses and several head of cattle, of which they take great care. The Taranaki tribe, inhabiting the country south of the settlement, and who are rich in native wealth, contracted with our millwrights for the erection of three small grist mills, two of which, lately completed at a cost of 300l., have been paid for entirely in pigs.

  Hitherto, it has been found difficult to induce
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  natives to work steadily for hire, and employers must expect some trouble with them at first; but as they are rapidly advancing in civilization, the time is probably not far distant when they will be made most "efficient helps" – a consummation devoutly to be wished, not more for the advantage of the European, than for the true interest of the native. 3 They are remarkably quick in learning any manual operation, are becoming acquainted with harvest work, and such capital axe-men, as to fell timber in a style far superior to the European. In short, the native possesses such ability for becoming useful, that settlers should not be deterred by slight difficulties in endeavouring to bring him forward, but should use every effort to develop his capacity for work; recollecting that "native labour" is not only most valuable as labour, but that European pay and employment is the surest bond of amity between the races; and, far more than missionary teaching, a means of weaning the savage from the barbarism of his race.

  The natives in this Settlement deserve great praise for their honesty, sobriety, and peaceful habits. With the exception of some petty robberies committed directly after the promulgation of Mr. Spain's
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  award, as a kind of comment thereon, scarcely a single case of theft has occurred in four years among a population of 700. I have seen but three or four cases of intoxication, and the most serious battle was occasioned thus: by accident, a carpenter broke a ramrod belonging to a native, who, considering it was done designedly, retaliated by breaking the carpenter's pipe, who thereupon knocked him down; the native brought the case into court, and succeeded in fining his adversary 30s., but was much disgusted at the whole amount going to the Queen.

  It cannot be doubted, that when once the question of "land" is amicably settled with the natives, their presence in a district is highly advantageous; every year affording a better supply of labour, and materially increasing trade and exports. It has been superficially observed, that New Zealand would be a noble country if the aborigines were extinct; I believe that "native labour" will ultimately be found one of the most important elements of its prosperity. In estimating the character and disposition of these people, they have, however, been judged too favourably as to what they are, but not so as to what they may become, by proper treatment. It is said, that they have renounced cannibalism and heathenism in favour of potatoes and Christianity, whereupon "Exeter Hall" has declared them a regenerated and noble race. It is true that they are no longer cannibals, and true that they have made such advances in Christianity as to be already divided into Catholics,
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  Episcopalians, and Dissenters. The abolishment of cannibalism is a great step in civilization, and obedience to the "forms" of religion may tend to humanise the savage; but it is a great error to suppose, that as a people the New Zealanders are yet converts to Christianity, in aught save mere externals. The novelty has its charm, and they quickly see that, by professing conversion, they more readily obtain the countenance and support of missionaries, and other Europeans, which leads to trade, and the easier acquisition of what they covet. The New Zealander sees Christianity as clothed in blankets, stripped of which, and the novelty gone, it is to be feared that the neophyte would frequently relapse into darkness: it is well said, that true conversion must follow, or be subordinate to civilization; and the missionaries, who have done much good, would have done more had they always acted in the spirit of this truth. A Christian or "missionary native," as the term is, would not be deterred from injuring the European by any religious scruples arising from his so-called conversion; but during the attempt to convert him, he would acquire a taste for luxuries difficult to forego, a love of trade as the means of gratifying it, and possibly some slight knowledge of the simpler arts, causing a desire for more – all dependent on the European; who thus, in former days, was perfectly safe when surrounded by savages able to execute anything they willed: and these influences continue so strong, that unless friendly natives were much
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  excited by some provocation, they would be a complete safeguard against the attack of any hostile tribe.

  The future fate of the New Zealanders is a question fraught with interest. Will they, like other savage races, be swept away before the monopolizing progress and hostility of the white man; or will his humane policy for their welfare, aided by their own superior nature, ensure the preservation of the race? The New Zealander is naturally passionate and capricious, but not selfish; he has warm affections, is acute, eager to learn, and, for a savage, not averse from labour. These last two qualities, as capable of influencing his fate for good, are inestimable, and, if properly encouraged, may save the race; but true it is, that the remarkable fitness of this people for civilization has been neutralized, in some measure, by the effects of their misgovernment. In our further efforts to promote their welfare, we should, I think, first establish our supremacy over those immediately connected with the various settlements, leaving the more distant tribes entirely to their own ways and means, to the insecurity and physical suffering incident to savage life. This accomplished, the first, ruled as children, kindly but with firmness, being, as before remarked, desirous to learn and not averse from labour, would soon so improve their condition as to become objects of envy and admiration to the outside tribes; who, courting the power which had so advanced their
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  fellows, would be anxious to attract European settlements among themselves. Thus, perhaps, their entire civilization might be peacefully effected; and their partial amalgamation, following as a consequence, would form an "Anglo-New-Zealand" race, which, physically at least, would vie with any in the world.

  On the other hand, it may be said that, independently of emigration, the white population is fast increasing; and if the next generation, which naturally will be more warlike and better able to cope with the wild man than their progenitors were, should often or ever be horrified by such an instance of revolting ferocity as was displayed by the natives at the "massacre of Wairoa" – never to be forgotten by the present race of settlers – such a feeling of deadly hatred would be engendered, that no legislation of the Imperial Government would save the natives from a fearful retaliation, or prevent their gradually becoming an "oppressed people," in time to dwindle away like other aboriginal tribes when brought into contact with the Anglo-Saxon race.

  In contemplating the state and condition of these beautiful islands seven years after the commencement of their colonisation, all men must feel indignant that the former hostility of the Colonial-office to the New Zealand Company – servilely copied by the early Colonial Governors; and the settled hatred of the "missionary clique" to any interest but its own – virulently expressed by Mr.
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  Protector Clarke – should have caused the ruin of so many of the early settlers, the pioneers of civilization; should have driven away hundreds of excellent men to other colonies, and so fearfully blasted the early prosperity of the country. Nor is it to be forgotten that under these rulers and their missionary prompters the "native" interest, that which they professed specially to foster, did in reality suffer more than any other. They found the natives peaceful savages, wanting only a kind but firm rule to develop their many excellent qualities, and to enable them to make such advances in civilization as in a few years would have elevated them to a state approaching social equality with the European. But, under the protective legislation of the local Government, the natives imbibed such monstrous ideas of their rights, as rendered all fair dealing with them impracticable; and the "Land Question" was made to assume that shape under which it has since led to such deplorable results. It awakened old quarrels among the natives, by recalling the bloody feuds of which land had frequently been the ostensible cause – excited their worst passions – deadened all desire for improvement in knowledge and civilization. And when, by such policy as caused the partial sacrifice of some settlements – the abolition of customs' duties – the passing over the revolting massacre of Wairoa – the cupidity and bad passions of the savage could no longer be allayed, and the local Govern-
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  ment did flounder into the war of its own creating, what a spectacle of incapacity was displayed!

  Happily for the true interest of the native race, Sir George Grey here appeared upon the scene; and, though no human power could at once quell the storm his predecessors had raised, he has done all his reputation promised. Should he rule New Zealand for a few years, and be left unfettered by the Colonial office, he will do much to change 120,000 semi-savages into civilized and loyal subjects of the Queen, and thus render them of immense service in developing the resources of these splendid islands which now own her sway.



 3 The Government, for the last two years, has employed a large body of natives in road making. At Auckland many have been engaged as masons in building the substantial stone barracks; and several are employed as policemen: in all these capacities they have given the greatest satisfaction.
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  CHAPTER IV.

  Land question – Its final settlement – Compensation to Settlers.



  THE "Land Question" of this Settlement will be best considered under four heads: – 

  I. The New Zealand Company's original purchase in 1840. 

 II. Mr. Commissioner Spain's award, June 1844, confirming that purchase. 

 III. Governor FitzRoy's reversal of Mr. Spain's award, August 1844. 

 IV. Sir George Grey's solution of the question, and consequent arrangements in 1847.

  The first three points having no practical influence in consequence of the fourth, they require but brief notice as the mere history of the hapless past.

  I. The preceding chapter shows that the original owners of this district were the Ngatiawa, who, in 1834, being attacked by the Waikato under Te Whero Whero, were destroyed, enslaved, or dispersed; and that the fugitives, flying to the south, settled along Cook's Strait and near Port Nicholson. The Waikato, glutted with slaughter and rich in slaves, never occupied the district, but at once returned to
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  their villages, when a miserable remnant of the broken tribe, about sixty, who had probably hidden themselves in the neighbourhood, appear to have stolen back; and, as too insignificant to excite further hostilities, were suffered to remain quiet in their desolated homes. The New Zealand Company commenced their operations by despatching Colonel Wakefield to acquire land from the natives, and to choose a site for the first settlement. He arrived in 1839, and, in the course of his arrangements, attracted by its proverbial fertility, sought to purchase the present district. He succeeded in buying up the claims of the fugitives in Cook's Strait; also those of the remnant in occupation, who were anxious to attract European settlement as a protection against further Waikato aggressions. Soon afterwards, Te Whero Whero asserting his claim by "right of conquest," threatening to march and take possession, it became necessary to treat also with him; and Governor Hobson, who maintained his claim as well-founded, paid him 400l. on the part of the Company for its extinction. It appears that the Company took all possible precaution to effect a legitimate purchase; whilst the Governor's interference and participation therein should have stamped it with validity.

  The first emigrants arrived in 1841, and were warmly welcomed as protectors by the few resident natives. Other ships followed; by degrees the settlement took root and flourished, attracting at
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  intervals some of the fugitives from Cook's Strait; and, as the Waikato had commenced the liberation of the slaves, the aboriginal population of the settlement was every year fast increasing: gradually a disposition became manifest to dispute the white man's possession; although, as the Crown commissioner for settling "land claims" was soon expected to examine the Company's title to this particular district, in common with that to all others, the natives remained tolerably quiet.

  II. Mr. Commissioner Spain, after many delays, during which the relations between the two races were gradually assuming a more serious aspect, at last arrived in June 1844, and at once opened his court; Colonel Wakefield appearing for the Company, Mr. Clarke, Sub-protector, for the natives. The case was tried in the presence of the settlers and about 300 natives; it lasted several days, and was thoroughly investigated. The Company claimed a block of nearly 70,000 acres; Mr. Spain awarded them one of 60,000. The Commissioner's decision was grounded on what he regarded as native custom and the natural justice of the case. And when it is considered that, under the Company's original regulations, one-tenth of the soil had been reserved for the natives, making in this instance 6,000 acres, to which the Commissioner added all their pas, gardens, and burial-places, while their actual cultivations did not amount to 150 acres, it must be admitted that a most liberal and philanthropic pro-
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  COMMISSIONER SPAIN'S AWARD.



  vision was made for their future wants; and that their repudiation of the award could not arise from the slightest probable want of the disputed territory. Well knowing that Captain FitzRoy's government, banded with the savage, would not scruple to sacrifice the settlers to their imaginary rights, trespasses, cutting timber, petty robberies, followed close on the Commissioner's departure; and a marked determination was evinced, either to extort some enormous payment, or to stop the progress of cultivation by driving the Europeans into narrower limits. In this conjuncture, the settlers asked for protection, when Captain FitzRoy came in person.

  III. Captain FitzRoy arrived in August 1844, and very soon informed the settlers that although he had not even read the Commissioner's Report of the case, being satisfied that his decision was wrong, he should at once proceed to set it aside. In this, his professed object was to do justice to the "returned slaves," who, as his chief counsellor, Mr. Protector Clarke, assured him, had not, agreeably to native custom, lost their rights by slavery, – they were not parties to the sale, and thus the Company's purchase was null and void. The Commissioner maintained quite the opposite opinion; whilst Governor Hobson, disagreeing with both, had paid the Waikato as the true lords of the soil. These clashing opinions might have convinced Captain FitzRoy that any attempt effectually to decide the question by the vague and oft-conflicting customs of
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  barbarism would be utterly hopeless, and that the best guide would be common sense and common justice; consulting which, he would have taken some such view of the case as this: – 

  Three parties were supposed to have claims on the district at the time of purchase, – the Waikato conquerors – the few resident natives – and the absentees, consisting of the fugitives and the slaves. The first and principal were paid and satisfied; the second and the fugitives were also paid, and the slaves should have been compelled to receive the same, or some reasonable amount of payment. Let it be distinctly remarked that a high authority had pronounced their claims unfounded; and ample provision having been made for their future wants, they had not the slightest occasion for that land, the possession of which was necessary to the European.

  This, I think, could have been peaceably accomplished; at least the attempt should have been made. Te Whero Whero, the conquering Waikato chief, fully recognised the purchase; he had always been on friendly terms with the Government, and was held in dread by those natives, who, recently his slaves, were now disputing possession of the very district which he had himself sold.

  Under these circumstances, Captain FitzRoy should have requested Te Whero Whero, with two or three of his principal chiefs, to accompany him to Taranaki; have then assembled the refractory
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  REVERSAL, OF MR. SPAIN'S AWARD.



  natives, and quietly told them that the Waikato had sold the district by right of conquest; but, as he wished to improve their condition, he would, for some stated period, make them an annual present, subject to their good behaviour, of blankets, cattle, and horses. That instead of the Company's indiscriminate tenths, he would throw the 6000 acre reserve into four or five blocks, so as to suit the convenience of the various harpu, or families – and finally have referred them to his friend Te Whero Whero for any further information they might require; when those best acquainted with this chief's influence, and the Waikato name, must see that quiet possession of the district would probably have been obtained. 4

  Far, however, from Captain FitzRoy was any such course: dealing with a Company opposed by the Colonial-office – blinded by maudlin sentimentality for "oppressed slaves" – spurred on by the missionary clique, he came to judgment in a spirit which soon stripped the unfortunate settlers of their land, and which virtually dispossessed the Company of the finest territory they had ever acquired. Some
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  suppose that his secret intention was to break up the Settlement – then to remove the wreck to Auckland; and whether this be true or not he nearly succeeded in accomplishing the first part. Governor Hobson had purchased the whole district for the Company, the Crown Commissioner had awarded them 60,000 acres, Captain FitzRoy repurchased a patch round the village of 3,800 acres, without any timber, forced all the settlers into it, abandoned the remaining 56,000 acres to the natives; and, as he says, "left New Plymouth perfectly quiet" – the quiet of death. In strict justice to Captain FitzRoy it should be observed, that the settlers who were thus removed received certain compensation in debentures, of which they succeeded in disposing on better terms than was expected.

  This was Governor FitzRoy's settlement of the New Plymouth Land Question. It may certainly be said that the actual extent of land would more than suffice to grow food for the few dispirited settlers likely to be left; but for colonisation the Settlement was annihilated; a dangerous precedent established, likely to invalidate all past land sales; and further proof afforded of that "truckling to savages," which, leaving Wairoa unpunished, causing some singular freaks and the destruction of Kororareka, at length produced a disastrous war at both extremities of the island. 5
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  EFFECTS OF CAPTAIN FITZROY'S PROCEEDINGS.



  In viewing this transaction it must appear that the natives exhibited blind rapacity; for, if they had yielded possession, emigration would probably have continued to increase when their 6,000 acre reserve would have been worth more pounds than it is yet pence. Their conduct must be attributed to bad counsel, to the ignorance of savages; and seeing that if they made further encroachments the settlers would be entirely driven away – the thing they least desired; or perhaps from some awakening sense of honour, they continued strictly to observe their bargain.

  The Settlement, however, thus compressed could but languish; and nothing save its natural advantages preserved it from abandonment by all those who had the means left of returning to England, or of trying their fortune in other colonies. Two years passed away, when, to the tumultuous joy of the country, Captain FitzRoy, relieved from the cares of government, was superseded by Sir George Grey; who, closely engaged in quelling the native disturbances raised by his predecessors, was unable to visit New Plymouth before the commencement of 1847.
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  IV. Governor Grey took this practical view of the question. In abandoning the 56,000 acres to the natives, Captain FitzRoy had recognised their right thereto; and any attempt now to wrest that tract from them would lead to war, which, however successful, must seriously retard the progress of the Settlement. In Taranaki peace had been constantly maintained, and this pacific character it was most desirable to preserve. But, as more land was absolutely requisite for the increase and advancement of the Settlement, every effort must be made to acquire it by purchase. It should be observed that during the long period which had elapsed since Captain FitzRoy's visit, the two races had preserved a friendly intercourse; trade and its relations had produced the usual humanising effect on the savage, enlarging his views, and causing him to mistrust the old missionary cant, which represented the settler as ever grasping and rapacious – a fortunate state of things, as it tended to facilitate the excellent arrangement which the Governor was enabled to effect.

  The natives in this Settlement may be divided, locally, into three bodies – the town and Waiwakaiho, the Mongaraka, and the Waitera party. The Governor assembled them, questioned their exclusive right to the whole district, reminded them of his Waikato friends, counselled them to avoid trouble by selling that which they could never require, pointed out the advantages derivable from
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  FINAL SETTLEMENT OF THE LAND QUESTION.



  a large European community in increase of trade and civilization, and promised to make them good reserves wherever they might desire, in separate blocks.

  The first party soon evinced a disposition to profit by the proposal, and, after several interviews, agreed to sell. The southern natives, owning the district adjoining Mr. Spain's award, came to offer more land. It was then expected that the Mongaraki party, on seeing the fine reserves made and the increased wealth of the sellers, would ultimately follow the example, and so influence the Waitera natives that the greater part of Mr. Spain's award would gradually be acquired. Having thus disposed of this long vexed question, His Excellency departed, leaving the authorities in charge to press the completion of the purchases with all possible despatch – when the land so acquired would at once be made over to the Company for the requirements of the Settlement.

  The purchase first effected was the Grey block, comprising nearly 10,000 acres, sold by the town natives for 390l., to be paid in annual instalments. It forms part of Mr. Spain's award, and a portion of it was originally surveyed by the Company. It surrounds the FitzRoy block, and consists almost entirely of bush. The soil is of great fertility; it is level, well watered, and contains a quantity of valuable timber. The Native Reserve consists of 1,150 acres in two or three separate portions.
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  The second purchase was the Tataraimaka block, comprising nearly 4,000 acres, sold by the southern natives for 150l. It is detached from the Settlement, distant about ten miles; it was purchased for a cattle run, and is a beautiful small block bounded by two rivers.

  The third purchase was the Omata block, adjoining the first, but just out of Mr. Spain's award: it comprises 12,000 acres, and was also sold by the southern natives; the price, 400l., to be paid in annual instalments. It is of similar character to the Grey block; but, containing more fern and light bush land, it is perhaps the more valuable district of the two for the present wants of the Settlement. The Company have laid out part of this block in a most efficient manner; and, as a proof of its available character, the contract for the survey was taken at the rate of 6 1/4d. per acre.

  The completion of these three purchases occupied several months; the Government officers were scrupulous in obtaining the consent of every individual interested; title-deeds in the Maori tongue, showing boundaries and reserves, were duly signed by men, women, and even children; and the whole business, conducted with the greatest fairness and publicity, was concluded to the satisfaction of both Native and European.

  As before observed, it was expected that when this was accomplished, the Mongaraki party would follow the example set by the town and southern natives.
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  PURCHASE OF THE MONGARAKI DISTRICT.



  This body, however, numbering about one hundred men, consisting chiefly of the returned slaves under the guidance of a petty, turbulent chief, was the original cause of all the trouble. They had ever been unfriendly to the whites, and were still so decided in refusing to part with any portion of their land, that such efforts as were now made in this quarter proved abortive; and, as the southern natives were desirous of treating for further sales, the officers of Government appeared most inclined to obtain land by purchasing in the easiest direction. The acquisition of the Mongaraki district, however, consisting of rich open land lying between the Grey block and the Waitera river, was so earnestly desired, that, on a representation of the case, Governor Grey again visited New Plymouth in March 1848.

  The settlers now prudently requested the direct assistance of the Company's late agent, F. D. Bell, Esq., and the Governor having expressed a similar wish, this gentleman at once commenced operations, with such vigour and judgment, that he soon succeeded in effecting a first purchase of 2000 acres in the heart of the Mongaraki district; whilst, by an excellent arrangement, the payment was made in cattle – a more durable kind of property than blankets and tobacco, and which may be regarded as an additional guarantee for the natives' advancement in the arts of peace and civilization. This small block, as a portion of Mr. Spain's award, has all been
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  surveyed, and is of the most available character; but it is an acquisition much less important from its intrinsic value than from the admirable results it will probably induce. It has effectually broken up that system of exclusion which these natives, baffling every effort of the Government, have so rigidly maintained for a period of five years. By the tact displayed in the negotiation, the very men who, in its first stages, were most opposed to it, were so won over as to become anxious to sell more land; and in all human probability, if the officers of Government follow up this preliminary purchase with spirit, the greater portion of the splendid district around the rivers Mongaraki and Waiongena will soon be available for the purposes of colonization.

  During the Governor's visit, he made public an arrangement which he proposed soon to carry out. It will be recollected that, when Te Whero Whero defeated the Ngatiawa, most of the fugitives settled near Port Nicholson; and although some had been attracted back, a large number still remained. Part of these, who had settled at Waikanae, amounting to about 270 men, and who, in 1814, had assisted the Governor in quelling Rauperaha, now longed to rejoin the headquarters of their tribe, and return to their old homes on the banks of the Waitera. As allies of Government, their location on that river would command the approach to the Settlement from the interior. As civilized and industrious natives,
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  THE MODEL NATIVE SETTLEMENT.



  possessing boats, horses, and one or two coasters, they would afford a supply of labour, and materially increase trade and exports, if cultivating good land on the banks of a navigable river; whilst those resident on the Waitera had urged the absence of their relatives, and the necessity for their consent, as a reason why they could not justly part with any portion of the land. Moved by these considerations, the Governor had offered to assist them up to Taranaki, and locate them in the north Waitera district, having its north bank for their southern boundary; to lay out a site for their village; and to try to make them a model native settlement. 6

  Under Governor Grey's excellent arrangements, then, a tract of nearly 30,000 acres, in a district which is proverbially the garden of New Zealand, has already been peacefully obtained, at an expense of tenpence per acre. When required, more land is procurable from the southern natives; whilst it is almost certain that the greater portion of the Company's original block will eventually be acquired in a similar manner.

  This land might have been "wrested" from the
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  natives; but "fighting," however successful, must have been attended with some deplorable results. The natives might have been, driven off, but with their revengeful feelings thus excited, who, in a scattered agricultural community like this, was to insure the remote settler against the attack of some marauding band? – Certainly, not the soldiers. Consequently, several farms must have been abandoned, and the unfortunate owners, becoming dwellers for the time in some wretched military post, might thence, as at Wanganui, have joined their valiant yet discreet defenders in securely watching the destruction of their property. The progress of the natives in civilization would thus have been seriously checked; and instead of having them, as now, useful neighbours, the settler must long have regarded them as enemies, or at least with suspicion, as neutrals, perhaps awaiting only the opportunity for revenge.

  Peaceful purchase, on the contrary, is attended with many excellent results: the large reserves made for the natives; the encouragement given them to invest the money received for land in stock; the friendly terms on which they are enabled to live with the European, will so advance their civilization, as in a few years to render them, if not the sinews of the Settlement, yet a valuable addition to its natural advantages. whilst, as regards a renewal of colonization, the emigrant would naturally prefer coming to a place where the Land Question, harmoniously
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  COMPENSATION TO SETTLERS.



  settled, had never caused bloodshed, nor seriously disturbed the peaceful relations existing between the two races.

  The question of compensation, as arising out of the land question, appears now to call for some notice; and, in making a few remarks on this subject, it may be right to observe that I have no pecuniary interest involved in the matter. It is necessary to inform those who have not paid attention to New Zealand affairs, that various bodies of settlers, who purchased land of the Company, and emigrated under their auspices to the different settlements, now claim compensation for non-possession. Against this claim the Company advance, as a general plea, that this grievance was attributable only to the hostile policy of Government, and to no acts or omissions of their own.

  It cannot, I think, be shown that the New Plymouth settlers have a claim against the Company for compensation on this ground alone. The history of the land question here, shows that Governor Hobson interfered, participated in, and sanctioned the Company's original purchase – that the Crown commissioner, specially appointed by the home Government, awarded in their favour – and that Captain FitzRoy repudiated the acts of his predecessor, quashed the Commissioner's award, and abandoned the district to the natives – whilst the Company's "land orders" expressly stipulate that they do not "guarantee the title against the results
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  of any proceedings of, or under, the authority of the British Government." It is not, however, so necessary to consider the legal validity of the claim advanced, as the Company have always expressed great sympathy for the early settlers, and their intention to deal liberally with these pioneers of civilization: there is yet no reason to mistrust that they will act in the spirit of their words.

  It appears to me that the position for the settlers to assume towards the Company on the question of compensation should be this: – We emigrated to New Plymouth at your suggestion, under your auspices; adverse circumstances, over which neither party had control, prevented your giving us possession of the land you sold us; our losses have been heavy in consequence, and our unfortunate situation, in common with that of our fellows in the other settlements, excited such sympathy in England as to promote your late profitable arrangement with her Majesty's Government; you have now plenty of land at your disposal; instruct your agents to examine into our individual claims, and let them award us a portion of your superfluity. That, on such considerations, a great majority of the directors and proprietors would grant some compensation in land, there is no reason to doubt: to any small minority which might view the question in a mere pecuniary light, I would suggest, that such a course would eventually prove the most gainful: it is impossible to prove this by figures, still it is true.
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  If the great body of the settlers – the workers for the Company – over come to regard that body as hard and grasping; as profuse of good words, but chary of good deeds; as a distant monopoly with separate interests, it is easy to foresee that the scheme of New Zealand colonization by the Company would be virtually marred. The Company's profit – in fact their existence – depends upon land sales; to effect which, they must find purchasers in emigrants to their settlements. Now, persons intending to emigrate to New Zealand would naturally place confidence in the Company, and put faith in their representations, rather from the report of parties settled in the country, than from any statements which the Company might itself put forth. If, then, the Company were in general bad repute in the colony, it would, by certain exaggeration, be made to appear so much worse at home, as to be there regarded with great suspicion, and the stream of emigration would probably be diverted into the northern or Government division – where natural advantages are as great; where there is a larger Government expenditure; and, best of all, where there is almost the assurance that no new settlements will be planted until the old ones, having taken firm root, are making a flourishing growth.

  Considering, then, that the Company would evince gainful liberality in making some compensation in land, there is yet one thing needful on their part to give full value to the act – necessary to pro-
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  mote the common welfare of all parties who own or intend to acquire property in New Zealand – namely, the determination to found no new settlements at present, but to vivify the old ones with more capital and labour. This subject has already been alluded to; its paramount importance must excuse my alluding to it again. It is utterly impossible to impress any one who has not lived in a young colony with a sense of its real state of backwardness as compared with England or any old country. No written or verbal description would convey to such a person a clear and distinct idea of the actual state and condition of things in the backwoods of America, the plains of Australia, or on the coasts of New Zealand. And certain am I, that if the most sanguine of the Company's Directors could possibly be induced to effect a voyage to New Zealand, and would just dwell in each of the Company's settlements one month, he would, on his return, strongly dissuade his colleagues from planting any fresh settlements for years to come.

  1 would conclude this subject by advising the intending emigrant to choose Wellington, Nelson, New Plymouth, or Auckland as the field for his exertions. In the early settlements, the first roughness is gone; the way has been smoothed; there, he can avail himself of that practical knowledge which the dearly-bought experience of eight years has conferred on the old residents; and this alone would be of more real value to him than all the advan-
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  ADVANTAGES OF THE OLDER SETTLEMENTS.



  tages combined which he may expect to realize in any new place, even if that place really was the most favoured in all natural capabilities. It were easy to show, however, that, in this respect, the "sites" already chosen for settlements are equal, if not superior, to any others which could now be selected.



 4 Te Whero Whero might have objected to this arrangement for the native reason, that these slaves deserved nothing; but if the matter had been properly represented to one so attached as he was to the Government, it is most probable that he would have lent this his pacific assistance. The Waikato, as the most numerous and warlike tribe in New Zealand, except the Ngapuhi and friends of the Government, are regarded with great respect; and although it is fifteen years since they so signally defeated the natives of this district, Te Whero Whero and the fight, or rather massacre of Pukerangiora, are still fresh in the memory of the vanquished.
5 For a fuller account of this case, the curious may refer to the "Commissioner's Report," the "Petition to Parliament from the Southern Settlements," and "Remarks on New Zealand," by Robert FitzRoy. This little pamphlet, put forth by our late Governor, has been a source of great amusement in the Colony. His Excellency's feats in the council chamber and the field caused such discomfiture to all save the missionary clique and the enemy, that his graphic recital of them, now creating such mirth among the sufferers, maybe regarded as an instance of poetical justice.
6 Under the able conduct of D. M'Lean, Esq., Government Agent in all transactions with the natives, this body left Waikanae in May 1848. It consisted of 273 men, 195 women, and 119 children; with forty-four canoes, one or two small schooners, some whale boats, and several horses. Natives are such arrant gossips, and these are now received in so friendly a manner by the intermediate tribes, that their progress is ridiculously slow: the coast journey, only 200 miles, will probably not be performed in less than four months.
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  CHAPTER V.

  Statistical and general information – Original plan of the Settlement – Price of land, &c. – Population, &c. – Prices – Passage – Government expenditure, &c. &c.



  BY the original plan of this Settlement, the laud was classed as follows: 550 acres town land, divided into 2,200 quarter acre sections; surrounded by 10,450 acres suburban, divided into 209 sections of 50 acres each; surrounded by 57,500 acres rural, similarly divided into 1,150 sections; making the total 68,500 acres, of which one-tenth was reserved for the natives. Mr. Commissioner Spain, however, awarded a block of only 60,000 acres to the Company, of which rather more than 14,000 have been purchased, leaving 46,000 acres unsold. As explained in the preceding chapter, it is highly probable that the greater portion of this award will eventually be acquired by purchase from the natives; but, as it is not yet in the Company's hands, the actual extent of land to which they have a clear title, recognised alike by Government and by the natives, of which they hold secure and undisturbed possession, is shown by the following statement: – 

 





  [Inserted map]

    PLAN OF THE SETTLEMENT OF NEW PLYMOUTH, 1848.
 Page 59
  PRICE OF LAND.
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 	  ACRES.
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 	  Fitzroy Block

 In one continuous Tract


 	  3,800


 	  350


 	  3231


 	  219




 
 	  Grey Block.

 In one continuous Tract 


 	  9,770


 	  390


 	  1300


 	  1150




 
 	  Omata Block.

 In one continuous Tract


 	  12,000


 	  400


 	  1500


 	  370




 
 	  Tataraimaka Block


 	  3,500


 	  150


 	  3560


 	  Let for Cattle Run,




 
 	  Puketapu Block


 	  2,000


 	  


 	  


 	  




 
 	  


 	  31,130


 	  


 	  9591


 	  1739






 
 
 	  


 	  11,330


 	  Sold, Occupied, and Reserves.




 
 	  


 	  19,800


 	  Residue for Sale.




 
 	  Of this Residue..


 	  200


 	  Acres are Town Land.




 
 	  


 	  1,200


 	  " Suburban.




 
 	  


 	  18,400


 	  " Rural.






  Under the new arrangements for the disposal of land in the New Plymouth Settlement, the size of rural sections has been reduced to 25 acres: it is proposed that the suburban land should be limited to a belt round the town and divided into small allotments. The price of a quarter acre town section is fixed at 121. 10s.; of a 25 acres rural section, at 50l. or 2l. per acre – the land to be chosen by the purchaser on his arrival in the Settlement. Of every pound thus received by the Company, 3s. 4d. is allowed towards defraying the cost of the purchaser's passage out; and 10s. expended in supplying labour. Thus, any one who, before his departure, paid the Company 50l. for a rural section, would have 8l. 6s. 8d. returned
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  him, and would have the privilege of recommending any respectable mechanic or labourer for a free passage. Full particulars on this subject may always be obtained by writing to the Secretary of the New Zealand Company, 9 Broad-Street Buildings, London.

  Considering that Taranaki, as a marked agricultural district, must necessarily have a rather scattered population, it will probably be said that the planners of the Settlement exhibited great want of judgment in reserving 550 acres, or rather 2,200, 12l. 10s. sections for its town. It would easily contain half a million of inhabitants; the "great unbuilt," it looks important on paper, but bears a ludicrous proportion to the actual or probable future wants of the Settlement, and may almost be compared with the old clergy reserves in Canada, retaining tracts of wild land between cultivated parts. One hundred or one hundred and fifty acres, would have afforded ample expanse for the town; and the remainder should have been thrown into small suburban lots. Much of the rural land is worth more per acre than a great portion of the town tract; yet the first sells for 2l.; the other is offered at 50l. per acre. It may he said that four-sixths of these town sections have been sold; but most of them were purchased by speculators from the "plan," and will probably never be valued again as town land.

  Of these 2,200 town sections, there are about 800, or 200 acres, still unsold. For the Company, the
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  DEFECTS IN THE PLAN OF THE SETTLEMENT.



  proprietors, and the public, it would be an excellent measure to compress the town by drawing a circle from the Police-office, so as to include only 1,400 sections, the number sold. A purchaser whose section was outside would then exchange it for a Company's section inside, in the order of choice in which he originally selected; and thus, the Company's 800 would all be left outside and contiguous. The Company would benefit in this way. They now hold 800 scattered quarter acres which are utterly unsaleable at their upset price of 12l. 10s.; first, because, in all human probability, not even one-eighth of this number will ever be required as town land; 7 and, secondly, because sections belonging to proprietors can be purchased for half this sum; whereas, if the Company had these 800 sections as a belt round the town, the land would be readily saleable, and at good prices, if divided into five or ten acre lots. The proprietor would gain by having 800 sections withdrawn from an overstocked market, and by the increased intrinsic worth of his section: for, as the real value of town land in any Settlement depends far more upon position than richness of soil or other merits, the reduced size of the town would necessarily improve this position by bringing it
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  much nearer to the river, stores, shipping-place, &c. which, here, will ever form the real centre of the town. Almost every purchased section that would lie beyond the circle remains in a state of nature; but in any rare case, where buildings or cultivations existed, the owner might retain his section, or receive an additional one or two inside – for which purpose the Company should reserve a few, and make the town consist of, say 1,450 sections. The public would gain by exchanging 800 worse than useless town sections for 200 acres of market gardens, orchards, meadows, or small dairy farms: for to such purposes would eventually be applied the five and ten acre lots which the Company would have to sell.

  The village contains a granite built church, handsomely fitted up; another, in rustic style, at the Enui; a Wesleyan and a Primitive Methodist chapel, two taverns, a gaol, and police barracks; and an elegant though costly native hospital is now in course of erection. On the different streams running through the village, there are three flour mills, two small breweries, and a tannery: at Moturoa, there are two shore whaling establishments. A Court of Requests is held every month for the recovery of debts as high as 20l. between Europeans, and 100l. between a Native and an European. The overland mail from Auckland to Wellington, carried by natives, passes through New Plymouth; arriving north and south every
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  TABLE OF DISTANCES.



  alternate Saturday and departing the following Monday. From Auckland to New Plymouth by the coast, through Manukau and Kawhia, the distance is 199 miles; from New Plymouth to Wellington, through Waimate and Wanganui, 238. The quickest communication either with Wellington or Auckland is by sea, as dull sailing coasters, although generally three or four days in making the trip, can perform it in thirty hours. By a plan, however, which has been suggested, and which would be so admirable in effect that it will perhaps eventually be tried, not only these, but many other sea passages in New Zealand could, with certainty, be shortened more than half. This plan is to place a small steamer at Manukau, to make the voyage from Auckland to the Southern Settlements by the west instead of by the east coast. The following table shows the great difference in distance: – 

  From Auckland to New Plymouth.. West Coast. 126 Miles. East Coast. 710 Miles. 

 From ditto to Nelson........West Coast. 280 Miles. East Coast. 665 Miles. 

 From ditto to Wanganui.... West Coast. 210 Miles. East Coast. 640 Miles. 

 From ditto to Wellington....West Coast. 300Miles. East Coast. 550 Miles.

  On the east coast, there are no settlements; whilst on the west, a steamer would pass New Plymouth, Nelson, Wanganui, and Manawatu. Against this plan of communication, some might urge that Manukau is not a good harbour: shallow banks
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  partially obstruct the entrance, but there are three deep channels; and nothing but an accurate survey, and a pilot establishment, are required to constitute Manukau one of the best harbours in the north. Even now, without lights or buoys, coasters occasionally enter at night. There is abundance of coal at Massacre Bay; and, nearer still, it is found at Mokau. For the quick transmission of intelligence, or the transport of military supplies, New Zealand must chiefly depend on water communication. A steamer of about 200 tons, of light draught, leaving Manukau, would carry freight, mails, and passengers, from settlement to settlement, in as many hours as it now occasionally takes days: this would give an immense impetus to trade; whilst in case of further disturbances, such a vessel, able to ascend rivers, carrying troops and supplies, and conveying quick intelligence of native movements, would be almost equal in effective service to an additional regiment.

  GOVERNMENT OFFICERS AND APPOINTMENTS.

  Commander Henry King, R. N. Resident Magistrate and Sub-Treasurer 

 James Webster, Esq. J P Sub-Collector of Customs, Harbour and Post Master 

 Thomas Standish, Esq.........Magistrate's Clerk. 

 Donald MacLean, Esq., J. P...Inspector of Armed Police, consisting of 1 Sergeant, 13 European, and 3 Native Privates. 

 John Hursthouse .......... Government Auctioneer. 

 John Watson.............. Acting Pilot and Beach Master. 

 John Newland.............. Gaoler 

 Richard Cock.............. Coxswain.
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  NEW ZEALAND COMPANY'S ESTABLISHMENT.

  William Halse, Esq., J. P...............Resident Agent. 

 John Rogan ........................Clerk.

  MAGISTRACY.

  Commander Henry King, R. N. 

 George Cutfield, Esq. 

 William Halse. 

 John George Cooke. 

 John Tylston Wicksteed. 

 James Webster. 

 Donald MacLean. 

 Josiah Flight.

  CLERGY.

  Rev. H. Govett, B. A...............Church of England. 

 Rev. H. H. Turton................Wesleyan. 

 Rev. R. Ward......................Primitive Methodist.

  PROFESSIONS.

  Peter Wilson, Esq.............Medical. 

 George St. George............ Medical. 

 R. Sherrif Low ..............Medical. 

 William Turner, Esq...........Solicitors. 

 Solicitors. Thomas Standish ............Solicitors. 

 Wellington Carrington........Surveyors 

 Edwin Harris................ Surveyors. 

 Messrs Charles and Edwin Davy..Surveyors

  EUROPEAN POPULATION.

 
 
 	  


 	  


 	  Males.


 	  Females.


 	  




 
 	  Adults above 18 years of Age.


 	  


 	  267


 	  220


 	  




 
 	  – – – from 14 – to 18..


 	  


 	  43


 	  36


 	  566 Adults.




 
 	  Children from 7 – to 14..


 	  


 	  116


 	  99


 	  




 
 	  – – – under 7


 	  


 	  186


 	  170


 	  571 Children.




 
 	  


 	  


 	  612


 	  525


 	  1137 Total.






 Page 66
  BIRTHS AND DEATHS.

 
 
 	  


 	  Males.


 	  Females,


 	  Total.




 
 	  Births during the year 1847 ......


 	  36


 	  34


 	  70




 
 	  Deaths ditto ............


 	  8


 	  3


 	  1l






  Of these eleven deaths, three were accidental. In 1848 the mortality was only three.

  NATIVE POPULATION IN MR. SPAIN'S AWARD. 

 Male Adults............................343 

 Female ditto............................236 

 Male Children.......................... 89 

 Female ditto............................ 6l 

 729

  EDUCATION – EUROPEAN.

 
 
 	  


 	  Boys.


 	  Girls.


 	  Total.




 
 	  6 Day Schools.....


 	  104


 	  81


 	  185


 	  4 Sunday ditto......


 	  98


 	  85


 	  183






  A large native industrial school is now in course of erection by the Wesleyan mission.

  LAND IN CULTIVATION.

  Acres.

  Wheat .............................. 766 1/2

  Barley .............................. 128

  Carried forward 894 1/4
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  Brought forward 894 1/4

  Oats ................................ 108 3/4

  Potatoes ............................ 167 1/2

  Turnips.............................. 79

  Rye ................................ 5

  Maize................................ 1 1/4

  Hops................................ 1

  Grass................................ 267

  Fallow .............................. 85

  Gardens.............................. 45

  Native clearings, estimated at............ 450

  Total.................. 2103 3/4

  This gives five acres of cultivated land to each European male adult.

  From the impetus given to cultivation by the opening of the "Omata" Block, the statistics of 1849 will show a great increase of cleared land.

  STATEMENT SHOWING THE PROPERTY ACCUMULATED BY SIXTY-NINE PERSONS – -CHIEFLY AGRICULTURAL LABOURERS FROM DEVON AND CORNWALL – SENT OUT BY THE NEW ZEALAND COMPANY AS "FREE EMIGRANTS."

  312 1/2 acres of Wheat, Barley, and Oats. 

 10 " Turnips. 

 80 3/4 " Potatoes. 

 46 " Grass. 

 97........Head of Cattle. 

 143 ......Pigs. 

 27........Goats. 

 59........Houses. 

 238 3/4 acres of Cultivated Land. 

 180 " Wild ditto.
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  An average of 5l. each would probably far exceed the amount of property which these men possessed on landing.

  No account is taken of property in money, furniture, &c.

  LIVE STOCK.

 
 
 	  


 	  European.


 	  Native.


 	  Total.




 
 	  Cattle..............


 	  695


 	  30


 	  720




 
 	  Horses ............


 	  36


 	  12


 	  48




 
 	  Sheep..............


 	  898


 	  0


 	  898




 
 	  Pigs .............


 	  585


 	  Numerous.


 	  – – – -




 
 	  Goats..............


 	  177


 	  0


 	  177






  Since this Table was compiled the number of cattle and horses has been considerably increased by importations from Sydney.

  RETAIL PRICES OF ARTICLES OF CONSUMPTION.

  s. d. 

 Wheat, per bush... 4s. to 5 0 

 Fine Flour, per lb.......0 1 1/2 

 Seconds Flour do... 1d. to 0 1 1/4 

 Bread, fine, per 4lb. loaf ......6d. to 0 7 

 Potatoes, per cwt... 2s. to 2 6 

 Pork, by the joint, per lb. 0 3 

 Ditto, by the pig.. 1 1/2d. to 0 2 

 Mutton ..............0 6 

 Bacon and Hams.. 4d. to 0 6 

 Lard..................0 6 

 Fowls, per pair ........1 6 

 Ducks, per do.........2 6 

 Turkeys, each..........2 6 

 Wild Pigeons, per pair.. 1 0 

 Eggs, per dozen........0 9 

 Milk, per pint..........0 1 

 Butter, per lb.........1 0 

 Cheese, ditto ..........1 0 

 Tea, of fair quality, per lb. 3 0 

 Coffee, ditto ditto........1 10 

 Sugar, ditto ditto.. 4d. to 0 6 

 Salt, ditto ditto....1d. to 0 1 1/2 

 Soap, ditto ditto........0 8 

 Candles, ditto ditto......1 0 

 Tobacco, per lb.........2 6 

 Oil, for lamps, per gal... 2 6 

 Beer (Colonial) ditto..2 0 

 Brandy per ditto 16s. to 18 0 

 Gin, per ditto... 12s. to 14 0
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  WEARING APPAREL.

  s. d. 

 Fine clothing little worn, but very dear. 

 Fustian Trousers ...................... 10 0. 

 Sailors' Blue Frock Shirts .............. 6 0. 

 Common Blue Shirts ..........3s. 6d. to 5 0 

 Men's Boots, Colonial make ............ 20 0 

 Women and Children's Shoes are very dear. 

 Common Calico, 36 inches, per yard...... 0 6 1/2 

 Ditto Prints, per yard.................. 0 8 

 Blankets, per pair................15s. to 40 0

  BUILDING MATERIALS, &c.

  s. d. 

 Red Pine Board, 3/4 to 1 1/2 inch, per 100 superficial ft... 12 0 

 Ditto, scantling size, not exceeding 6 x 4 inches, per 100 running feet .... 12 0 

 Shingles, taking 700 to cover a square, per 1000.... 14 0 

 Lime, per bushel......................3s. 6d. to 4 6 

 Bricks, from Wellington, per 1000 about.......... 60 0 

 Linseed Oil, per gallon ........................ 8 0 

 White Lead, per cwt........................... 56 0 

 Weather-board Nails, per lb..................... 0 6 

 Masonry Work expensive. 

 Cost of Post Raupo Cottage in native style, good for 3 or 4 years ....10l. to 15l.

  MISCELLANEOUS.

  £ s. d. 

 Firewood – ten days supply for a moderate family........ 0 4 0 

 House rent can hardly be given, as but few houses are hired: a comfortable cottage lets for, per week........4s. to 0 6 0 

 Working Bullocks, per pair...................... 30 0 0 

 Heifers. each..................................8l. to 15 0 0 

 Hire of Cart, Driver, and pair of Oxen, per day.......... 0 8 0 

 Grinding Wheat, per bushel....................... 0 0 6
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  70 NEW PLYMOUTH.

  £ s. d. 

 Landing Goods on beach from ship, per ton........5s. to 0 6 0 

 Passage per Coaster from Taranaki to Auckland or Wellington .....2l. to 3 0 0

 Freight from ditto to ditto, per ton.................... 1 10 0 

 Cabin Passage from Auckland or Wellington to Sydney 8l. to 10 0 0 

 Freight from Sydney to New Zealand, per ton.... 30s. to 2 0 0 

 Agricultural Labourers, shorter hours than in England, per day... 0 2 6 

 Mechanics, per day ................................ 0 5 0

  PRESENT EXPORTS OF THE SETTLEMENT.

  Flour, Wheat, Bran, Barley, Oats, Potatoes, Onions, Pork, Bacon, Lard, Butter, Eggs, Black Oil, Whalebone.

  – – – – 

  SHIPPING WHICH HAS VISITED THE SETTLEMENT SINCE ITS FOUNDATION.

 
 
 	  Number of Vessels.


 	  Tonnage.


 	  Wrecks.


 	  Anchors Lost.




 
 	  259


 	  22,834


 	  1


 	  14






  – – – – 

  TABLE OF DISTANCES.

 
 
 	  


 	  Miles.




 
 	  From New Plymouth to Sydney, is....


 	  1145




 
 	  " " Hobart Town..


 	  1300




 
 	  " " Adelaide ......


 	  1900




 
 	  " " Swan River....


 	  2800




 
 	  " " Sandwich Island:


 	  4760




 
 	  " " Manilla........


 	  5000




 
 	  " " Batavia........


 	  5460




 
 	  " " Singapore......


 	  5800




 
 	  " " Mauritius......


 	  5800




 
 	  " " Hong Kong....


 	  5600




 
 	  " " Valparaiso...


 	  6000






 Page 71
  STATISTICS.



  The average length of passage from New Plymouth to Sydney would be about 12 days. The passage from Wellington to Valparaiso has been made in 30 days, and to Bombay in 56 days. The passage to Manilla would be about 40 days.

  – – – – 

  DUTIES.

  £ s. d. 

 British and Foreign Spirits ..................per gallon 0 5 0 

 Wines.................................... per cent. 20 0 0 

 Malt Liquors...............................15 0 0 

 Tobacco – Manufactured........................per lb. 0 1 0 

 Ditto – Unmanufactured...................... 0 0 9 

 Cigars and Snuffs .................................. 0 2 0 

 British and British Colonial Goods and Produce.. per cent. 10 0 0 

 Foreign Goods and Produce.................. " 12 10 0 

 Munitions of War prohibited.

  – – – – 

  DUTY FREE.

  Glass Bottles (Full) – Specie – Plants and Bulbs – Live Animals – Printed Books.

  – – – – 

  EXPENSE OF PASSAGE TO NEW ZEALAND, IN THE REGULAR PACKETS FROM LONDON TO THE COMPANY'S SETTLEMENTS.

 
 
 	  For each Person.


 	  Chief Cabin.


 	  Fore Cabin.


 	  Steerage.




 
 	  


 	  GUINEAS.


 	  GUINEAS.


 	  GUINEAS.




 
 	  14 years old and upwards....


 	  45


 	  25


 	  18




 
 	  7 " " and under 14....


 	  27


 	  15


 	  10




 
 	  1 year old and under 7....


 	  18


 	  10


 	  8




 
 	  Under 1 year old ..........


 	  0


 	  0


 	  0
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  These ships are first class, from 500 to 600 tons, carrying experienced surgeons, and sailing under the direction of the New Zealand Company: the dietary and accommodation under their particular regulation and inspection.

  Provisions, medicines, and medical comforts are put on board, on a liberal scale, for six months. No trouble is given to passengers in apportioning the fare, which is daily cooked for them, and each passenger is allowed half a ton, or 20 cubic feet space in the hold for baggage. Wines, beer, &c, may be purchased of the steward at certain specified prices, but no passenger can take any private supply of spirits. The average passage of these ships is about 110 days: further particulars may always be obtained from the secretary of the New Zealand Company.

  Viewed as the great field for emigration, New Zealand, like the Australian colonies, when compared with America, may at first appear too distant; but an emigrant to New Zealand would reach the scene of his future operations with less trouble than one to Upper Canada, whilst there would be no great difference in the expense. A person of the middle, or upper class, going to New Zealand, would have a cabin passage in an excellent ship for forty-five guineas, and be landed in the settlement where he wished to stop. An emigrant to the Western States, or Upper Canada, would pay 20l for an equally comfortable cabin passage; after
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  GOVERNMENT EXPENDITURE.



  landing he would have 1000 to 1500 miles further to travel; and, passing through two or three large towns, would probably spend another 20l. before he arrived at his final destination. The voyage to New Zealand is disagreeably long, and here, America has the advantage, although the chief thing – the "settling down" to sea life – has to be accomplished in either case; and on this point, I think it may fairly be said, that as the New Zealand voyage is much the safest, its extra duration is almost balanced by the trouble and annoyance caused in the frequent reshifting of the emigrant's goods and baggage, which occurs in the transit from New York or Quebec to the Western States or Upper Canada.

  COMPARATIVE STATEMENT OF PUBLIC RECEIPTS AND DISBURSEMENTS IN THE SETTLEMENTS OF WELLINGTON AND NEW PLYMOUTH, FOR THE YEAR 1846.

  Expenditure at Wellington: – 

 
 
 	  Civil....


 	  £3115 10 9


 	  




 
 	  Judicial.


 	  5746 19 9


 	  




 
 	  Public Works 8


 	  5668 15 0


 	  £14,531 5 6




 
 	  Revenue at Wellington: – 


 	  


 	  




 
 	  Customs....


 	  6509 10 5


 	  




 
 	  Miscellaneous


 	  1082 16 6


 	  7592 6 1l




 
 	  Excess of Expenditure over Revenue...


 	  


 	  £6938 18 7
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 	  Expenditure at New Plymouth: – 


 	  


 	  




 
 	  Civil....


 	  £216 0 0


 	  




 
 	  Judicial....


 	  1185 5 0


 	  




 
 	  


 	  


 	  £1401 5 0




 
 	  Revenue at New Plymouth: – 


 	  


 	 




 
 	  Customs


 	  130 0 0


 	  




 
 	  Miscellaneous.


 	  185 10 0


 	  315 10 0




 
 	  Excess of Expenditure over Revenue...


 	  


 	  £1085 15 0






  [The figures are taken from "The Southern Settlements of New Zealand;" a statistical pamphlet which may be called semi-official.]

  "Officially," New Plymouth contributes but little to the revenue, for being chiefly supplied with duty-paid articles, coastwise from Wellington and Auckland, its real contribution only goes to swell the customs receipts of those places; and, as an agricultural exporting Settlement, it necessarily shows a less proportionate revenue than places which, as yet, have to import everything. The actual customs' revenue drawn from New Plymouth in 1846, has been estimated at 800l., which would show the excess of disbursements over receipts to be only about 400l. Here, then, is the only or principal food-exporting Settlement in New Zealand, with a Government expenditure of little more than 400l. in excess of the revenue it contributes, whilst at Wellington this excess is nearly 7,000l. In 1846, almost 6,000l. were expended at Wellington on public works alone; probably even more in 1847 – and Auckland would perhaps show a similar expendi-
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  ture; whereas the total sum spent on public works in New Plymouth since its foundation, a period of seven years, is under 1,200l.

  This profuse but partial expenditure, confined to Wellington and Auckland, has had a most injurious effect on this Settlement and Nelson; it causes a drain of labour, for mechanics and labourers are naturally attracted by the high cash wages which it produces; and it is the cause why Auckland and Wellington alone exhibit those fine roads, bridges, and public works, of such great utility and so attractive to emigrants. It would be absurd to contend that public expenditure should be confined to places which nominally produce the revenue, for wherever there is a government expenditure, or an increase in it, there follows a revenue, or an increase of revenue; as a proof of this, the customs' receipts at Wellington, for 1847, doubled those for 1846. If the Government were to concentrate the troops and the official corps on the barren island of Kapiti, and there commence a large outlay on public works, Kapiti would soon produce the revenue now drawn from Wellington.

  It is unnecessary to dilate on the injustice of this partial expenditure, which tends to show the want of some more popular form of government. If the new charter ever comes into operation, it is to be hoped that the representation of each settlement will be proportioned rather to its population than to its official revenue; otherwise Taranaki will not be
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  very potent in the councils of the nation, as may appear from the following comparison.

 
 
 	  Representation from Revenue.


 	  


 	  


 	  Representation from Population.


 	  




 
 	  


 	  Official Revenue for 1848.


 	  Representation.


 	  Population.


 	  Representation.




 
 	  Wellington.. 


 	  Say £16,000 


 	  40 


 	  4480 


 	  4 




 
 	  Taranaki.. 


 	  " 400 


 	  1


 	  1137 


 	  1 






  The Taranaki district has lately been gazetted as belonging to the northern division of New Zealand or province of New Ulster; and this, coupled with the recent purchase by Sir George Grey of the residence formerly occupied by the Company's Agent, and a rumour that he intends to reside here occasionally, has induced the belief that he is desirous of effecting an arrangement with the Company, whereby the New Plymouth Settlement shall be "made over" to the Government.

  Geographically and politically considered, this would perhaps be a good measure. New Plymouth is twenty-five miles north of Cook's Strait, which is generally regarded as the particular scene of the Company's operations, and by sea, is one-third nearer Auckland than Wellington. New Ulster, or the Government province, including this settlement and having the Patea river for its southern boundary, would then comprise the finest agricultural district in New Zealand; and this would tend to balance

 



  [Inserted illustration]

    Mount Eliot – lately purchased by His Excellency Sir George Grey, G.C.B.
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  "THE ONE THING NEEDFUL."



  the greater extent, the superiority in harbours and fisheries of the southern or Company's province. And as in the Taranaki district there is a large native population, in common with the whole northern division, it would require a similar kind of legislation, – not that which might be best for almost unmixed European communities like Nelson or Otago.

  Whether, however, the Government or the Company would, on the whole, best promote the direct interests of this Settlement, is another question. The great desideratum – the one thing needful – is an increase of capital and labour, that is, a renewal of emigration. Now, on this subject, the Government authorities hold opinions far too sound to dream of yet forming more new and scattered Settlements; and whether they promote an emigration of civilians or only extend the scheme of military colonisation by fencibles, they would certainly concentrate the new comers in or around the Government Settlements. Not so the Company; for their last report almost justifies the fear, that when Otago is so far realized as to have received its first emigrants, they will at once commence the planting of other little Settlements; in which case, New Plymouth could not too soon be made over to the Government. On the other hand, however, if the Company, growing wiser on this point, should direct their energies "to the filling up of the rough outline of the old Settlements," it might well be questioned
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  whether New Plymouth would gain by passing from those founders who have expended on it more thousands than the Government have expended hundreds.



 7 The present village may remain the seat of business for some years; but the Omata settlers will eventually form a village in their district, and ship produce from Muturoa; whilst on the acquisition of land at the Waitera, another town or village will undoubtedly arise on the banks of that fine river.
8 A further sum of nearly 6000l. spent at Wellington, on militia, works of defence, and for miscellaneous purposes, is not included, as it may be called an extraordinary expenditure, caused by war: although works of defence, as permanent improvements – in fact, public works and some of the miscellaneous items, ought not in fairness to be omitted.


      
  
       

 CHAPTER VI: Character of the Roadstead..
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  CHAPTER VI.

  Character of the Roadstead – Improvements – Calling of English ships.



  IT is well observed that the roadstead of New Plymouth has not so good a character as it deserves, – a circumstance not very difficult to explain. In the commencement of the colonisation of New Zealand, public attention was strongly drawn to the first accounts from the various infant settlements established by the Company. One of the first things known in England respecting the Settlement of New Plymouth was the wreck of the third vessel despatched to it; and as the bad first impressions thus made, were soon afterwards confirmed by the report of the danger of the emigrant ship Oriental, the roadstead was condemned as highly dangerous, – a mistake which has not yet been thoroughly rectified, by the fact of the safety of every ship which has since visited the Settlement. The best roadstead is not generally so well liked by sailors as even a bad harbour, where, once in, they can so much more easily go ashore; and, owing to this natural preference, masters of coasters who, as a class, are best acquainted with the place, have frequently damned
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  it with faint praise, even when they have had every reason to give it an excellent character. But perhaps the chief reason why the real character of this roadstead is not more generally known, may be found in the fact of most of the inhabitants being farmers; who, well aware that they can boast the finest land, and that Taranaki is first in agriculture, take less interest in any question relative to the roadstead and improvement in the shipping facilities of the place, than, from the great importance of the subject, it might reasonably be expected. When they have looked at the sea, they may have observed it smooth, and if at intervals any flying rumours have reached them that a vessel has lost an anchor, or met with difficulty in discharging, the circumstance has soon been forgotten in the overwhelming importance of a crooked furrow or a lost bullock.

  The following short account of the New Plymouth roadstead, which has been submitted to the harbourmaster and the pilot, may tend to remove some misconception respecting it.

  Ships bound to New Plymouth, approaching from Cape Egmont with a light wind, should keep well off shore, to avoid getting becalmed. The Outer Sugar Loaf, in south latitude 39 deg. 3 min. 48 sec, east longitude 174 deg. 47 min., may be called the west-south-west mark of the roadstead, and can be passed within a cable's length. The best, anchorage for large vessels is in 13 fathoms, with the Outer Sugar Loaf, or Saddle Back, bearing
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  south-west by west-half-west; and the flag-staff east south-east. The water shoals to about three fathoms at low water, within half a mile of the landing place. The bottom, for the most part, is sand over rocks, consequently the holding ground is bad; and the safe character of this roadstead is attributable to its open position, to fine weather, and to the prevalence of certain winds.

  "North-westers" raise a heavy sea and surf; but these are of comparatively rare occurrence. Southeast, off the land, south-west, to west-south-west along the land, broken by the Sugar Loaves, are the prevailing winds. With the first, the roadstead is as smooth as many harbours; with the others, ships can generally ride with ease; and, from the observations of seven years, it may be safely said, that there are not more than fifty or sixty days in the year when vessels could not discharge in perfect safety. The weather here has one almost invariable course; for instance, with the wind from the usual quarter, south-east to west-south-west, it is generally bright and fine; when a change occurs, the mountain becomes hidden, and the wind shifts gradually by east, north-east, and north-west, round to its old quarter, – squally at first, then lighter, and fine weather again sets in. It should be well noted that in this change, the wind moves steadily on from the fine-weather quarter round to north-west, and thus gives ample warning.

  On the approach of a "north-wester," a ship, to
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  avoid any risk of losing an anchor, should stand out a few miles, steering about west by south, so as to make a fair wind of the south-west breeze, which, invariably soon follows; and she might generally return to her anchorage the following evening. 9

  Mount Egmont, usually clear, and the Sugar Loaves, always to be seen fifteen miles off, are such excellent landmarks, that a strange vessel could not mistake the place. The Sugar Loaves are three rocky pinnacles two and a half miles south-west of the town; the first, about 400 feet high, is on the main land; the second rises from the sea nearly three quarters of a mile off; and the third is about the same distance still further out. There is a good deep passage between the outer ones. 10 With the exception of a small reef, about a quarter of a mile south of the flag-staff, running out half a mile in a northerly direction, and the one as shown in the present map, but which is out of the way of shipping, there is not a single obstruction in the roadstead. Neither is the place embayed, but stands boldly out, so that any vessel anchored in the right position, yet, by gross negligence, caught in a "north-wester," would clear the outer Sugar Loaf,
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  and, if necessary, weather Cape Egmont, twenty-five miles distant, bearing by compass from the anchorage south-west by south; when, of course, she could either lie-to, or, if bad weather were likely to continue, in six hours fetch Port Hardy. If, whilst a vessel was discharging here, the wind veered suddenly from any smooth water-point to west, and blew a gale, this would then be a bad lee-shore, and the ship, if a dull sailer, would probably not succeed in beating off; but as, for seven years, no instance of such a shift has occurred, it is reasonable to suppose that it never will occur.

  Heavy moorings were laid down by the Company in 1842, which were of great service for two years; but, having never been raised for examination, they got out of order, and as the Theresa was lying at them in March 1844, a shackle parted in the night when the ship was in considerable danger by drifting in shore, – they have not since been replaced. Government maintains a boat-establishment, superintended by the harbour-master and the acting pilot, who boards all large vessels before they anchor, and, if required, takes charge. The cargo-boats carry from four to five tons; their construction is capable of improvement, and the whole establishment could easily be made more efficient; but, in its present state, cargo is generally discharged with despatch.

  The customs' records show that 259 ships, of the burthen of 22,834 tons, have visited New Ply-
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  mouth, of which only one has been wrecked; 223 of these vessels have partly or wholly loaded or discharged here; but neither in the great boating work which this has caused, nor in whaling or fishing, has there been a single loss of life, since the foundation of the Settlement. The one wreck in these 259 vessels was that of the Regina, a fine schooner of 164 tons, and the third ship direct from England. It appears that she was anchored inside the small reef before named, and so close in shore that in standing out in one of the regular shifts of wind, she struck almost before she was fairly under weigh; the greater part of her cargo was saved. The Oriental, an emigrant ship, was in some danger here. A coaster was once driven ashore, though afterwards got off; and, in the course of seven years, fourteen anchors have at different times been lost. 11 It is worthy of remark, that few of these anchors have been lost through stress of weather. Owing to the rocky nature of the bottom, the chain has generally parted from the strain of weighing; and every vessel anchoring in this roadstead should invariably bend a good, strong, stout, "buoy-rope."

  If the simple fact was generally known, that of the 259 vessels which have visited this roadstead,
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  at all seasons of the year, but one ship and fourteen anchors had been lost, nautical authorities would probably admit that, as a roadstead, the place merits an excellent character; for it must be distinctly noted that some of these accidents were such as, after seven years' experience, would hardly occur again.

  Captains of vessels now coming to New Plymouth can safely rely upon this, – that they may incur some inconvenience, for it is possible that they may be compelled to stand out before the cargo is discharged; but, on the other hand, they will probably meet with good despatch, and, by taking the pilot, there will be less chance of actual danger to the ship than would be incurred in entering many excellent harbours. 12

  The best measures for the improvement of this roadstead, and for increasing the facilities for shipping, would be these: – 

  I. Laying down moorings. 

 II. Improving the boat establishment. 

 III. Licensing the acting pilot.

  First. As regards fine weather, and the actual
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  safety of the ship, this roadstead is second to none; but from the nature of the anchorage – chiefly sand over rocks – vessels are liable occasionally to lose an anchor in weighing. Moorings would be signally useful in removing this risk, and in enabling ships either to hang out a gale, or to slip at any moment of its duration. They would have to be annually examined. In order to make this examination, the most effectual plan would be to build a "lump," or lighter, expressly for the service. By a "Plan for Moorings," suggested by the pilot, a set to hold ships of 500 tons (using certain parts of the original set) could be laid down for about 300l. The lighter, to be built here, and which might be serviceable in landing cattle, would probably cost 200l. A set of light moorings, laid close in shore for coasters, would also be extremely useful.

  Secondly. What is most needful here is a good boat's crew. Except the coxswain, there are no regular men, and when a ship arrives, as the best hands are frequently engaged elsewhere, their places are supplied by any motley crew which the coxswain may succeed in pressing. It has been proposed that the boats should be manned by the police force; but this is a duty which they would not perhaps willingly perform: they are better employed in coasting, road-making, or bridge-building; and they are not fit for a service which requires good rowers, and men handy in a boat. A good crew makes a greater difference in the despatch
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  which a vessel meets with than would be supposed; and six of the best men, to keep a look-out and perform all Government work, could be secured for 10s. or 12s. per week. The boat establishment in other respects is less efficient than when it was in the hands of the Company. It is unnecessary to describe the many little things requisite for its completeness, but an allowance of 50l. per annum would supply them, and keep the establishment in so high a state of efficiency, that the landing of goods and shipment of flour without damage could always be insured.

  Thirdly. A stranger captain coming here, and finding the pilot without a license, would naturally suppose, either that the authorities considered a pilot unnecessary, or that the person so acting was not duly qualified; consequently, he might decline to give him charge of the ship. Owing to this, the Madras lost a valuable chain and anchor, and the Guide (brig) running from the place in a northwester, instead of merely standing out for a few hours, was totally wrecked near Nelson. These accidents not only entailed a serious loss of property, but were most injurious in bringing the place unduly into disrepute.

  The improvements here suggested would require an outlay of about 500l. with an annual expenditure of say 300l. This may appear a large sum; but, as it is generally acknowledged, that if New Plymouth possessed a harbour it would be superior in most
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  natural advantages to any other settlement, the Government and the Company can estimate the importance of doing that which, at no extravagant cost, would to some extent supply the deficiency of a harbour.

  The roadstead must always be the best place for large ships; but for vessels of from fifty to seventy tons the Waitera River would form an excellent port. Even now, without marks or buoys, coasters enter it to refit. There are from ten to twelve feet on the bar at high water; a considerable depth inside for three miles up; and great natural facilities exist for the construction of wharfs and quays.

  Could the noble harbour of Auckland be combined with the fertile plains of Taranaki, the result would be a "site," position and climate considered, perhaps unequalled in the colonies; but in New Zealand it appears impossible to find a first-rate port combined with a district pre-eminent for fertility and other agricultural advantages. In the latter respect, however, New Plymouth has no rival; whilst it must be evident that, in possessing a safe roadstead for large ships, with capabilities for a river harbour for smaller vessels, it is at least equal in natural facilities for shipping to various places in the world which enjoy a very considerable and important trade.

  In connection with this subject, and as a proof of the misconception which exists in England respect-

 Page 89
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  ing this roadstead, it may be observed that the Company's regulation, by which the ships despatched under their sanction were to call at New Plymouth, was generally evaded. It will probably be admitted, that vessels incur no danger by touching here with moorings, no risk of losing even an anchor; whilst from its position near the entrance to Cook's Strait, it is naturally the first settlement at which an English ship would call. The cargo for New Plymouth should be stowed last, when there would be so little detention that the delivery of the Nelson and Wellington goods would seldom be retarded more than eight-and-forty hours.

  It is not, however, for the more speedy delivery of bales and cases that it is so desirable to have the English ships call here – they bring a much more important kind of cargo; namely, passengers who may become settlers. An emigrant farmer resolves to see one or two of the principal settlements before he decides in favour of any, or to settle in the Taranaki district should the country satisfy the high expectations which have been raised: the vessel does not call here; he is put ashore, perhaps at Wellington, and however disappointed with that place, he finds the loss of time and annoyance would be so great in making the passage by a small coaster to see Nelson or New Plymouth, that he is almost compelled to remain where he was first landed. In fact, the calling of an English ship confers so many advantages on a young settlement, that
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  the New Zealand Company, if desirous of treating all with justice, should not permit the rule they made in this respect to remain any longer a dead letter. 13



 9 As a general rule, under these circumstances, a large vessel should commence getting her anchor before the wind is further round than north.
10 There is a small rock, generally marked by a "wash," about midway between the two. Close round the Outer Sugar Loaf, there are from twelve to eighteen fathoms at low water.
11 Of this number one was lost by the Madras, an accident attributable only to the captain's refusal to take the acting pilot, and anchoring his ship near the Sugar Loaves, in the worst position that could well have been chosen.
12 Captain FitzRoy, R. N., when here, expressed the following opinion of the place: he said "that a vessel would generally find it easier to call and land cargo or passengers at New Plymouth than at Wellington, or even Auckland; because, on account of the 'lay of the land,' a ship lost no time in getting in with it." It is true that in his pamphlet, New Plymouth, in common with all the Company's Settlements, receives a considerable "setting-down;" but this may be regarded as only the Captain's parting blow at the Company.
13 Certain Wellington merchants and shipowners connected with the coasting trade have ever been so hostile to the arrangement whereby the Company's vessels were to call at New Plymouth, that generally, in speaking of its roadstead, they have been careless about ascertaining the real truth, or have allowed self-interest to overcome veracity. This may appear strong language, but as some proof of its correctness, a letter from Wellington was written to "Lloyd's," in which the ingenuous author informs that important association, that the Taranaki roadstead is at all times hazardous for large vessels, and that a northwester is the prevalent wind!!
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  AGRICULTURAL CAPABILITIES.



  CHAPTER VII.

  Agricultural and grazing capabilities – Farming – Markets – Resources and probable exports of the Settlement.



  THE Taranaki district is pre-eminent for its agricultural capabilities; experience has proved that English grain and root crops, seeds, vegetables, and fruits, are easily produced of excellent quality. In the virgin forests of America, where trees are deciduous, a mass of foliage is annually shed, forming in time a deep vegetable mould; but here, where all is evergreen, the foliage, dropping only leaf by leaf, is partially withered up and dissipated before its decomposition into this vegetable mould. Thus the rich surface soil is comparatively shallow, and the peculiar adaptation of this district for agriculture arises less from any extreme fertility of soil, than from the genial and forcing nature of the climate, the extent of level land, the low cost at which it can be cleared, and the extraordinary ease with which the soil can be worked at all seasons of the year. Here, neither droughts nor wet harvests occur; water and water-power are abundant; all animals thrive, and no winter-provision is neces-
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  sary for stock. Violent storms, which occur even in England, blights, rust, and mildew, so injurious to grain crops, are here unknown. Except the rat and the parroquet, there is no destructive animal or bird – these are comparatively harmless; and no insects are found so injurious as the locust, wire-worm, turnip-fly, and others, which occasionally commit such ravages in various parts of the world.

  It is only within the last four years that the Taranaki settlers have been engaged, generally, in cultivating; and although in this period several important facts have been discovered, it can hardly be said that farming is yet reduced to a settled system. The principal cultivation, hitherto, has been on land covered with fern from six to eight feet high, intermixed with a small bush, called "Tutu." The surface soil is a vegetable decomposition, of seven to ten inches, matted together by the fern root, with a light, yellow, loamy subsoil of many feet in depth, entirely free from stones, shells, gravel, or clay; in fact, no real clay or brick earth has yet been discovered. When this land is broken up and got into order, the soil becomes so pulverised, and is ever after so easy of cultivation, that a pair of oxen will easily plough an acre a day, even with the rude and clumsy implements which are still generally in use.

  Fresh fern land has one marked peculiarity, called "sourness" by which is meant some property hostile to the growth of crops, put in directly

 Page 93
  FERN LAND.



  after the breaking-up. The probable cause of this, is the absence in the new soil of such promoters of vegetation as the ammoniacal gases, readily absorbed from the atmosphere when the soil is loosened and exposed; although if "sourness" arose entirely from this cause, it would appear strange that the bush-land also is not subject to it. If a piece of the finest fern land be cleared and sown at once with wheat, the yield would probably not exceed fifteen bushels per acre; the same piece prepared nine months beforehand might yield from thirty-five to fifty bushels; but on timber land this would make no difference.

  In cultivating fern land, the first operation is to clear away the fern, which is best done in some dry month. Choosing a gentle breeze, the fern is fired; if it burns well, all the thick and matted dead stuff at the bottom, with the leafy part of the live fern, will be consumed, leaving only the shrivelled "Tutu," and the cane-like fern stalks, which, as softened by the fire, should be cut at once, either with a strong hook, or, still better, with a short scythe, and the "Tutu" slashed down with a bill-hook. Lying a few days to wither, the stalks are loosely raked up and burnt with the "Tutu" branches, and the "Tutu" stumps have then to be taken up, and carted into a heap, or carried off. After these operations, which cost from 15s. to 20s. per acre, the land is ploughed with a strong plough, having a wrought-iron share, and four oxen. The
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  best depth is about ten inches, turning up a little subsoil. When broken up, the soil should lie some time to get pulverised, and to dry the fern root. It should then be harrowed and rolled so as to allow of the easy raking-up and burning of the fern root; and, to get it into superfine order, ploughing and these subsequent operations, should be repeated, when the land, after lying about six months, will be in the finest possible condition for any crop which may afterwards be grown. 14

  A complete course of "double working," such as this, costs from 2l. 10s. to 3l. per acre; but it should be observed that as this sum is for work performed chiefly by bullock-power, it will be materially reduced as cattle become cheaper. The price of working oxen in New South Wales is about, 81. per pair, in Wellington and Auckland 20l., whilst here it has generally been about 35l.; but as cattle are fast increasing, and as a direct trade has been commenced with Sydney, it is probable that in another year a pair of oxen will be purchased here for 20l.

 





  [Inserted illustration]

    "Glanavon" A Farm of Captn. Davy's
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  The best method of cropping fern land thus prepared is hardly yet determined. If the soil has been exposed about nine months, well mellowed, perhaps the best course would be two wheat crops, then manure a little for potatoes, or fallow, and so round; but if it is likely to prove at all sour, the first crop should be potatoes, which might be followed by two grain crops and then a fallow. Sheep have a surprising effect on fern land: a flock folded a single night has been known to increase a crop of wheat in the particular spot nearly 100 per cent.; and all animal manure is considered to go twice as far as in England.

  It is probable, however, that fallowing will become a more general, and for some years a more beneficial, plan than manuring. In a new colony like this, farming is never conducted with half that care, labour, and regularity required in old countries; and here, the mere collecting, carting, and spreading manure would frequently be thought to entail too much trouble; whereas "fallowing" would be made a very simple operation. Messrs. Davy, Glanavon Farm, have a piece of 20 acres of fern land, on which the course was first, wheat (a splendid crop); second, barley; third, a fallow, receiving two ploughings; and fourth, wheat. This crop was at one time expected to yield an average of nearly 50 bushels per acre; but from being too rank 15 – the
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  straw six feet long – its average will not be 40 bushels. On my brother's farm, a piece of fern land which had borne three successive grain crops, the last very light, was also fallowed, receiving merely one rather deep ploughing; the fourth crop was wheat, estimated at 45 bushels per acre.

  The clearing of bush land should be commenced in October or early in November, so that the stuff when cut may dry and wither through the hot months, and burn-off freely in March. The forest has a thick undergrowth which should be cut first and low; the smaller trees are then thrown with an American axe, the larger with a cross-cut saw. When a tree is down, all its straggling limbs, which would prevent the next from lying close and compact, should be lopped-off; and any little extra care in the felling effects great saving in the "burning-off;" for which a very dry day, with a steady breeze, should invariably be chosen. If the fire acts well, almost everything will be consumed save the trunks and heavy branches, which are lopped-off, heaped, and burnt: the trunks are then cross-cut, rolled together, and burnt; or the best are suffered to lie, or at once drawn away for firewood and fencing.

  Timber can be thrown for 30s. to 40s., and burnt-off for 2l. 10s. to 3l. per acre; but, by a plan that will generally be adopted as the clearing of bush land becomes better understood, a saving of 15l. or
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  20l. per cent, will probably be effected. This plan is to leave standing, here and there, any particularly large or hard-grained tree: the great labour of cutting it down and clearing it away is thus saved. Killed by the fire, it is not injurious to any crop underneath. It occupies no greater space standing as a dead tree than as a stump; and it can be taken down whenever it may be required for firewood or fencing.

  The forest here, although the land is level and the timber lighter than in some districts, is nevertheless such a tangled mass of luxuriant vegetation, that it presents rather a formidable appearance to the English axeman; and fern land, seemingly, much easier to work, has commonly been selected for farming. Which is the most profitable to cultivate, is a question not yet decided by experience. The best plan of clearing timber land would be to employ natives, through some European of influence among them. A dozen good men, living on the spot, working together, stimulated by "utu" (payment), would soon cut down a 20-acre clearing in such a style as to ensure a good burning; so that this work, frequently costing 3l. per acre, would probably be done for 30s.

  Both fern and timber land will eventually be cultivated at less expense, though the greatest reduction may be expected in the latter. At present, the one to be cleared, thoroughly worked, and got into the finest order, costs 3l. 10s. per acre; the other is
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  cleared for 4l 10s., and for its first grain crop the seed can be "chipped-in" for 10s. per acre more. Now, if this "chipping-in" would answer for three or four years successively, the surface roots and smaller stumps would so decay that the land might easily be prepared for the plough, when the difference in expense between cultivating fern and bush land would be very trifling. This plan, however, is thought to succeed only once, for when tried again the crop is frequently choked by sowthistle. If wheat, then, be required a second time, the land is generally "hacked-up," cleared of surface roots, and hand raked; an operation called "grubbing," which costs from 5l to 6l. per acre – too great an outlay for the production of any common grain crop.

  It has not been fully proved that this plan of "chipping-in" would answer only once; but, assuming such to be the case, the most profitable method of cultivating bush land would probably be this: a heavy wheat crop might be taken first, and then the greater part of the section laid down in grass; for dairy produce would pay well as an export, and the bush land soon affords luxuriant pasturage. 16 Twenty-five acres, or any quantity which the settler could stock, might be applied to this purpose; and about ten left standing as shade and shelter, and as a small run. Cattle browse on the undergrowth, and a cow on the bush alone will keep herself in
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  good order throughout the year. Twenty-five acres would keep at least twenty milch-cows in the finest condition; and the remainder of the section might be devoted to the growth of "Cobbet's corn," which, with the surplus milk, would enable the settler to fatten a quantity of pigs for hams and bacon – a staple article of trade, almost everywhere in demand. After the land had been a few years in grass, four good oxen would pull up so many of the stumps that, if desirable, the plough might be worked; and a succession of fine grain crops obtained at small expense.

  The comparative value of bush land has been underrated: it is the richest soil; in all grain crops there is a considerable saving of seed, the yield is greater, and most things may be put in nearly two months later. It is admirably adapted to some of what Loudon classes as "Plants cultivated on a limited scale for various arts and manufactures," such as flax, hemp, oil plants, hops, mustard, tobacco, &c. Bush land also yields the quickest return: for instance, an emigrant arriving in November or December would be enabled to get down a few acres of timber to burn-off in March; and, by sowing wheat in July or August, he would ensure a heavy crop the following January, but on fern land this could not be done, for the reasons given at page 92.

  In summing up the respective merits of fern and bush land, it may be said, that on farms of from
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  100 to 200 acres, or of any size, with the necessary stock and implements, the common crops – wheat, barley, oats, and potatoes – can be produced cheapest on the first. But in the case of a settler with a small capital and a grown-up family, who required only fifty acres, and who desired to make the most of the hand labour 17 at his command, or for dairy farming on any scale, the preference should certainly be given to bush land.

  Wheat is a certain crop – not subject to rust, mildew, or the attack of any insect. It is best sown on fern land early in May, at the rate of from two to three bushels per acre, though one is sufficient, and August is soon enough on bush land. Harvest is general about the 10th of January, when wages are 5s. per day, or wheat is cut for 12s. to 15s. per acre. Threshing was formerly a slow and tedious job, costing 1s. per bushel, and even then badly done; but as machines are now coming into general use, this expense will probably be reduced to 6d., and much valuable hand labour saved for the clearing of fresh land. The wheat grown here is of excellent quality, but in the present state of farming it is impossible to give the correct average yield per acre. In fact, the yield of crops in a young colony is a subject on which rather wild notions seem generally to prevail, and on which is expended no
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  little exaggeration. 18 Fern lands apparently alike in every respect have varied in yield the same season as much as twenty bushels per acre – a difference attributable to bad preparation and premature cropping. Small cultivators have not always been able to farm properly; and others, until lately, have not been fully convinced that fern land pays best when thoroughly worked at first, as in the manner before described. The most practical men are of opinion, that when this is done the general average yield of wheat in this district will be from thirty to thirty-five bushels per acre. The heaviest crop that has yet been obtained on any large piece was 448 bushels from eight acres, equal to fifty-six bushels per acre; sixty bushels have occasionally been obtained on small pieces; and in one instance, it is said that the first crop on an acre of bush land sown with four pecks was nearly eighty bushels of clean wheat.

  From the apparent nature of the soil, it was expected that barley would succeed even better than wheat; it has, however, been found inferior both in yield and quality; and if the common crops were
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  placed in the order in which they have answered best, they would stand nearly as follows: – 

  Wheat, say......3 

 Potatoes, .......2 3/4 

 Barley and Oats......2

  As wheat, however, has been grown in the proportion of eighteen to three of barley, and eighteen to two of oats, the latter have scarcely had a fair trial. Three to four bushels per acre more of wheat would be obtained if the operations of harvesting, thrashing, and dressing were better performed; and in estimating the agricultural capabilities of this district by the present yield of crops, it should be remembered that if farming were conducted with that practical knowledge, skill, and attention required in England, the yield would be materially increased; in some cases, perhaps, almost doubled.

  Barley, as before observed, has not been grown so extensively as wheat, nor has it generally received the same degree of attention. Some difference of opinion exists as to the proper season for sowing. The best time would probably be early in September, but if tilled then, it begins to ripen in December, and is generally attacked by a caterpillar, which, making its appearance in that month, is very destructive in biting off the ear just as it changes colour. As this insect comes at one particular time, and is injurious to barley chiefly when ripening, late sowing, about the 20th of October, has
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  saved the crop; but in this case the yield is deficient.

  Owing principally to the caterpillar, barley has not yet been grown with much success; fifty bushels per acre is the most that has been obtained, and twenty to twenty-five is about the average yield. However, as it would pay better than wheat, if the yield were only equal, more attention will he paid to its cultivation; and by getting the land into finer condition, late sowing will probably be found to succeed in every respect.

  Oats have been but little attended to. From the high relative price which they bear in Auckland and Wellington, this is rather surprising, but may be partly accounted for by the fact that seven-eighths of the farmers here are from English counties, where their culture is not found profitable. Oats, also, though in a less degree than barley, arc subject to the attack of the caterpillar. The best crop was grown by a settler from Lincolnshire, who, sowing-very early – the 6th of April – succeeded in saving it before the caterpillar made its appearance: the yield was about forty-five bushels per acre; but the crop being sown on fern land, after a good fallow, was too strong, and became partially lodged before harvest.

  Maize grows luxuriantly on bush land, and the natives raise it in warm spots; but the climate of this district, like that of Van Diemen's Land, is not sufficiently hot to ripen maize as a general crop.
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  Cobbet's corn, however, succeeds remarkably well; under garden cultivation it has yielded nearly a bushel of shelled corn to a rod. It would be an excellent first crop on bush land.

  Potatoes are a certain crop; not subject to disease, nor, if planted in proper time, to the attack of any insect. On bush land they attain a great size, but are not so good in quality as those grown on fern, which are remarkably dry and mealy. The early sorts should be planted in August; the later, for a general crop, in September, or early in October. On fern land, without manure, about six tons per acre are considered a fair crop; but bush land will produce from ten to fourteen. An extraordinary potato plant once grew in a garden on the "Black Iron-sand;" in size, the haulm and top resembled some bushy shrub rather than a potato. It was taken up in the presence of witnesses, and the tubers, carefully counted, numbered 240, of which 170 were of fair cooking size.

  Turnips have not been extensively grown. The middle of October is the best time for sowing, although a fair crop has been obtained when tilled as late as Christmas; twenty tons per acre are considered about the average yield. Turnips, like all other roots grown here, are of excellent quality, and specimens of Swedes weighing thirty pounds are not uncommon.

  Beans, peas, cabbages, parsneps, carrots, and onions, have been grown chiefly as garden vege-
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  tables; but from the luxuriance of their growth, some of them may become rotation crops. Parsneps and carrots yield most abundantly, and nearly 300 lbs. of onions have been obtained from three-quarters of a rod of the black sandy soil near the beech.

  About three years ago, some interest was excited by an attempt to introduce the cultivation of English flax. From some experiments tried chiefly by Mr. Flight, a gentleman conversant with the subject, it appeared probable that the soil and climate of the Taranaki district would be found well suited to the production of this important article, and a sample was sent to Messrs. Marshall, the Leeds flax-spinners, and to a Dorsetshire house, whose report of its quality was considered favourable. Seed was imported, but owing chiefly to the want of capital, and to the then unsettled state of the Land Question, none of it was sown, and the subject has not since been revived.

  About 260 acres have been laid down in grass; chiefly white clover and rye-grass mixed, other varieties not having been generally obtainable: grass seeds are best sown in March. The white clover is very luxuriant, and by banks and road sides, from farm to farm, is gradually spreading over the country. For pastoral purposes, however, the district adjoining the present southern boundary of the Settlement, extending sixty miles along the coast, is one of the finest in New Zealand, and as
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  capable of supplying cheap working stock for the farms, and beef and wool for exportation, portions of it would form a most valuable appendage to the present agricultural Settlement. 19 The greater part of this district is better adapted for cattle than for sheep, or rather, for cattle first. The roughest tract is so improved in two or three years by the depasturing of cattle, as entirely to change its character. The fern is destroyed to some extent, and is succeeded by coarse grasses. If sheep follow, the fern is gradually killed, grasses become finer, and white clover soon appears: thus, in the end, luxuriant pasturage is obtained, never here burnt up in droughts, but always green and succulent.

  Cattle and sheep thrive, and, like all other animals which have been introduced, increase very fast; both are subject to a kind of delirious attack, arising from over feeding on the "Tutu;" but this seldom affects them more than once or twice, and the actual loss caused by it is probably not more than 2 1/2 per cent. A strong dose of spirits, for a bullock two to three bottles, is considered the best remedy, but quick bleeding has been found very efficacious. Sheep are never attacked by the "fly," are free from their common diseases, and fatten quickly; half-bred Southdowns have been killed weighing
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  CATTLE AND SHEEP.

  nearly 30 lbs. per quarter. From the regular feeding and equable nature of the climate, wool will probably be of fine quality.

  It is of course an advantage that the New Plymouth Settlement, distinguished for its fine arable character, should border on a district capable of supporting numerous flocks and herds, and possess a climate so favourable to stock; but it is not as a pastoral country that I should wish to recommend it as a field for successful colonisation. In our Indian possessions where the climate is so baneful, in the Australian Colonies where society is generally bad, the emigrant is naturally less desirous of settling for life than of accumulating money for after enjoyment at home, But in New Zealand, where robust health is ensured in a rich and beautiful country, where no penal taint exists, the emigrant may wisely regard wealth as a more secondary object, and be well content to make the field of his labours his happy home and resting-place. Now, in any mere pastoral country, the population is so thin and scattered, that the "Settler's life" is almost semi-savage; the very reverse of that in an agricultural district like this, where the inhabitants, living in closer vicinity, command society, and can more readily combine for the promotion of their social interests.

  The fences made here are a grip and bank, or post and rail. The first costs about 7s. per chain, and is a good external fence when well made and
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  kept in order. Owing to the rapid growth of coarse grasses, the face of the bank requires to be slightly pared every year, and the grip cleared out. The post and three rail fence costs about the same as the bank; it is the better cattle fence, and with good Kohekohe posts will stand five years. The best fences have the posts of iron-wood, which is rather more expensive, but almost imperishable. Excellent hurdles, costing 10s. per dozen, made of the karewa, or supple-jack, are useful as temporary fences for gardens, &c. Except in the town, damages caused by cattle trespassing cannot be recovered unless the ground is fenced.

  Agricultural Implements 20

  The plough which has been found most useful for general purposes – for the one plough on a small farm, is "Meredith's" of Kington, a village in Radnorshire. It is made entirely of iron; the share, and indeed the greater part of it, being of wrought metal. The only objection to this plough is, that although not at all too strong for "breaking-up" land, it is heavier than is necessary for all subsequent operations. It would be improved by having a wheel, and an extra share should be provided, made of the best wrought iron; for in "breaking-up" fresh land, hidden roots of old puriri trees will
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  occasionally wring the share as if it had encountered a granite rock.

  Perhaps, however, the best plough for the particular and important purpose of "breaking-up" new land, is one of Messrs. Ransome's, of Ipswich. It is known at their manufactory as the "X. P." plough. To make it stronger, the share and coulter should be welded together; when, with six oxen, this plough will be found a most powerful and effective implement. Another excellent plough of the Messrs. Ransome's is the one known as the "Y. C. P." plough. The frame, as well as the beam and handles, is made of wrought iron.

  Wheat is cut here in the manner generally practised in Devonshire, called long and "round-hewing" – a quick and efficient plan. The hook used, less curved than the hand-reaping hook, is, I believe, commonly known as the "bagging-hook;" and as young fern is frequently found in first crops, it should be of good temper and quality. The mowing of wheat is, however, coming into practice, and will probably supersede reaping; for it is well adapted to the common fern land crops of about thirty bushels per acre, with short straw; and here, as corn is cheap and labour dear, a little waste is not much regarded if the work be performed quickly. The Kentish corn-scythe and binding-rake, described in the Farmer's Magazine of Sept. 1840, answer well, as would probably the common Cornish scythe and crooks.
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  Owing chiefly to bad roads in winter, the wheel carriages in general use are small, strong, bullock carts, made in the Settlement. In harvesting, fore and back ladders are added, which materially increase their capacity; but, for this work, they are of course much inferior to light wagons, or to the improved one-horse Scotch cart. It would be advisable to bring the necessary iron-work for a cart, with a pair of strong wheels, four feet four inches in diameter, and the tire four inches and a half broad. The axles, made only of the best iron or steel, should not be less than two inches and a half in diameter. Spare tire iron, and iron rods for bullock-bows, would also be found serviceable.

  Capital harrows are made of Puriri and Rata, but two or three sets of tires, about eight inches in the clear, and fastening with screws and nuts, should always be provided. As to the numerous implements called grubbers, scufflers, tormentors, &c. the price is generally high even in England, and their real value perhaps overrated. If, however, the emigrant, as a practical farmer, knew of any very useful thing, he would do well to bring it – remembering that the soil, though light and easy to work, is at first infested with fern and tutu roots, which makes a fair degree of strength requisite in every implement.

  Drilling has never yet been practised; but, as it would undoubtedly be an improvement on the usual plan of "broad-casting," a drill would be service-
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  able, although the extra fittings for sowing bone-dust, rape-cake, &c. would be quite unnecessary.

  Winnowing machines, complete, would be rather expensive as regards freight. The iron-work and sieves might be brought, and the wood-work added here.

  Thrashing machines arc much wanted. The best one yet tried here was imported by J. G. Cooke, Esq. The maker's name is "Farribee," of Stroud. It is worked by two horses – oxen not moving fast enough to keep up the necessary speed; and being light and compact is easy to remove. It runs on two wheels, but four would adapt it better to the inequalities of our roads. The carriage part should be made rather stronger; the wheels higher, and constructed of wood; and as oxen are better adapted to remove it on bad roads than horses, a pole should be substituted for the present shafts. The parts of a thrashing machine most liable to wear out or break should be brought in duplicate, with a good supply of brasses, gudgeons, and all minor appurtenances. The present hire of a machine, without oxen or horses to work it, is about 20s. a day.

  A list of various tools and other articles actually necessary to a small fern land farmer is given at page 117; and of course it will not be forgotten, that if a person intends to cultivate bush land, either as an arable or dairy farm, he must make the necessary alterations in his outfit. For instance, ploughs and harrows he would not require; but he
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  should bring a better supply of grass seeds, axes, bill-hooks, cross-cut saws, &c, with all things necessary for a dairy; and a little seed of "plants cultivated on a limited scale for various arts and manufactures" – such as flax, hemp, oil plants, hops, mustard, &c, with a good collection of fruit-seeds or cuttings.

  Although Taranaki is a fine agricultural district, farming has hitherto not generally been a lucrative pursuit; nor is this surprising, if we come to consider attendant circumstances. It is only within the last four years that the settlers have been engaged in cultivation. In a new country, the proper method of clearing land, the right seasons for sowing, the best rotation of crops, and other things conducive to successful farming, can be decided only by trials necessarily sinking some capital. Moreover, at the commencement, so dear was labour that if the best system of cultivation had been discovered at first, the expense of clearing land would have left no chance of profit; whilst the cost of even rude and clumsy implements, the dearness of stock, and the frequent scarcity of good seed, have all pressed heavily on the "pioneer" farmer. If to these disadvantages are added those which arose from the unsettled state of the "Land Question," almost annihilating trade and paralyzing that energy and enterprise so essential to success in a young colony, no surprise will be felt that farming has not made greater advances, nor generally been a more profit-
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  able occupation. 21 However, as experience has nearly indicated the best system of cultivation – as the price of stock has been considerably reduced – as the "Land Question" is settled – as trade is reviving, and new markets are opening for produce – farming, now commenced clear of early losses, would prove a more lucrative pursuit.

  He who, in warm visions of new countries, sees gold strewed thick on every side, will nowhere realize his dream; but the man who is willing to labour for a season to ensure independence and a modest competency, may now safely adopt New Zealand as his home. To such, and to those who would prefer the quiet pursuits of agriculture, to the more hazardous speculations of trade, the following statement is offered to show what could now be done on a small farm. No brilliant fortune is promised, but small risk of loss is incurred, and only a moderate capital is needed.

  The calculation is made for a term of three years, and is grounded on the fact that an active farmer, with one good labourer, and a stout lad, four oxen, and the necessary implements, can in that period clear, cultivate, and fence in the best style a fifty-acre fern section; having a surplus of bullock labour to exchange for any extra hand labour
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  needed in first clearing the land, in harvest-work, and thrashing. 22 The calculation is made for a young married couple, possessed of about 400l. and without children, who, for the first three years, would be content to work hard and live economically; the husband to plough and do the lighter out-door work, the wife to manage without a servant. Children are left out of the case, to simplify the calculation. Here, on a farm, a well-ordered family, partly grown up, would be a source of profit rather than of additional expense. 23

  As there is, in fact, no winter in New Zealand, the mere season of arrival is a matter of comparatively little importance; but in this particular calculation, it is assumed that the emigrant would arrive in November.
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  RESULTS OF FARMING.



  OUTLAY.

 
 
 
 	  Remarks on


 	  £ s. d.




 
 	  I. – Outfit........


 	  60 0 0




 
 	  II. – Passage and Freight of Goods over the allowance of 1 ton .......


 	  60 0 0




 
 	  Purchase of 50 acres of Rural Land, 100l, less the drawback of 3s. 4d. in the pound towards the purchaser's passage...


 	  83 15 0




 
 	  III. – Cost of a Four-Room Verandah Cottage and Common Furniture....


 	  70 0 0




 
 	  Expense of living 12 Weeks in the Town before moving on to the Section....


 	  15 0 0




 
 	  IV. – Purchase of 4 Oxen and a Cow


 	  60 0 0




 
 	  Implements: – Cart wood-work – Roll – Harrow, &c. 


 	  20 0 0




 
 	  V. – Seed: – For the "first year," 10 acres of Barley and Oats, 30 Bushels, at 5s....


 	  7 10 0




 
 	  Ditto: – 10 acres of Potatoes, 6 tons, at 40s.


 	  12 0 0




 
 	  Ditto: – For the "second year," 30 acres of Wheat, 75 Bushels, at 5s......


 	  18 15 0




 
 	  VI. – Cost of Barn, Granary.....


 	  30 0 0




 
 	  Labour: – 1 Labourer, for 3 years, at 15s. per week, less half a day a week lost through bad weather.... £107 5 0


 	  




 
 	  Ditto: – 1 Boy, to live in the house, at 5s. per week.. 39 0 0


 	  




 
 	  Extra Labour at harvest time. 30 0 0


 	  




 
 	  – – -


 	  176 5 0




 
 	  VII. – Housekeeping Expenses: – 1st year, at 15s. per week... 39 0 0


 	  




 
 	  Ditto: – 2nd and 3rd year, at 10s. per week.....52 0 0


 	  




 
 	  – – -


 	  91 0 0




 
 	  Interest.....


 	  60 0 0




 
 	  Profit – to Balance


 	  261 5 0




 
 	  


 	  £1025 10 0
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  Remarks on

  RETURNS.

  Crops of "1st Year."

  VIII.

  10 acres of Barley and Oats, at 20 Bushels per acre = 200 Bushels, at 3s. 6d... £35 0 0 

 10 acres of Potatoes, at 6 tons per acre = 60 tons, less 8 tons for Seed, &c. = 52 tons, at 20s. per ton .... 52 0 0

 £87 0 0  Crops of "2nd Year." 

  30 acres of Wheat, at 30 Bushels per acre = 900 Bushels, less 130 for Seed, &c. = 770 Bushels, at 4s. per Bushel... 154 0 0 

 10 acres of Potatoes, at 8 tons per acre = 80 tons, less 8 tons for Seed, &c. = 72 tons, at 20s.... 72 0 0 

 Calf, Cheese, Butter, &c.... 10 0 0

  £236 0 0

  Crops of "3rd Year." 

  Same as the "2nd year"

  £236 0 0

  Value of Produce

  559 0 0

  – -

  ASSETS.

  IX.

  Buildings, Stock, Implements, and portion of Outfit.. £210 0 0 

 Deduct 25l. per cent, for Risk and Deterioration.. 52 10 0

  157 10 0

  Seed and Household Wheat and Potatoes on hand – the produce of the "3rd year" – 34 0 0

  X. – Value of 50-acre farm, cleared and fenced at 51. 10s. per acre....275 0 0 

  £1025 10 0
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  EMIGRANT'S OUTFIT.

  Remarks.

  I. This sum, spent economically, would suffice to procure all necessary things. Every article brought to a young Settlement like this, should be of plain and simple fashion, but of the best quality. For an emigrant who came to farm on this scale, the proper things to bring would be as follows: – 

  First. A stock of plain strong clothing, with a good supply of stout boots. It is difficult to give the approved female costume; fashions are fickle, even in Taranaki; but a gentleman's good common dress is a flannel under-waistcoat, strong blue shirt, No. 7 Coker canvass or stout duck trousers, a sailor's blue frock, or shooting coat, and a native-made kie-kie hat. By adding a waistcoat in cold weather, and changing the hat for a blue cap, this dress, cheap, fashionable, and becoming, is almost perfect for every month. Some warmer clothing should, however, be provided, for although there is no winter, considerable changes of temperature occur in the colder months.

  Of furniture, &c, there should be taken out hair mattresses, blankets, and two iron bedsteads, fitted with musquito curtains; a few camp chairs, a camp oven, a set of three-legged iron pots, common cooking and domestic utensils, strong earthenware, table-linen, and some perforated zinc, for a meat-safe; a 3l. medicine chest, and a box of books,
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  including "Tegg's Hand-Book for Emigrants," and the "British Husbandry."

  Secondly. For the house and buildings. – Boiled linseed oil, and a cask of white lead; three and four inch spikes; proper weather-board and shingle nails, fittings for doors and windows, sashes, ready glazed, and a box of glass.

  Thirdly. – Miscellaneous. – A small chest of the most useful carpenter's tools, including some one and a half to two-inch socket chisels, and screw augers, with a couple of mortising axes. Blocks and tackle for hoisting up a heavy pig, a pair of steelyards, butter scales and weights, and a set of imperial measures; steel wedges and a beetle, two or three American axes, with spare handles, three or four bill-hooks, and a grindstone. Broad iron wheel for a barrow, a crosscut saw, two or three short, strong scythes, for cutting fern-stalks, with a set of sharpening stones; two or three mattocks and strong slat axes, for grubbing up tutu stumps; forks; half a dozen flails, shovels, a set of corn sieves, 24 a winnowing sheet and tarpaulin, one of Meredith's ploughs, hooks, harrow-teeth, cart wheels and axle, – all as described in the remarks on "Agricultural Implements," at page 108. A bushel of the best seed wheat, barley, and oats, with grass, turnip, and other useful seeds. These should be well dried,
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  CHOICE OF LAND.



  and then effectually tinned up, or swung in the cabin and kept aired and free from damp.

  By far the best things for packing in are good strong thirty-six gallon casks, having the address on each end; and it is necessary to have every cask containing perishable articles, tinned inside. Casks make bad stowage, but are much stronger than boxes; they can be rolled away by a man, when a box of the same weight would almost require a cart; and may stand in water, yet receive no injury. They answer admirably for beer, water, or pork casks – cut in two, for brewing or washing tubs, and are very useful for holding corn and seeds.

  II. Particulars as to the passage will be found at page 71. These ships are frequently laid on to call at New Plymouth first; but the emigrant should procure a distinct agreement to that effect; as the detention at other settlements might occupy as much time as the whole voyage.

  III. In the course of two or three weeks after his arrival, the settler will have chosen his section, which should contain from five to ten acres of bush; and, if possible, join some unsold sections. Great care should be taken to select the best situation for the homestead: an excellent one is that on a gentle eminence backed by a few acres of timber; which, by proper management, will afford a near supply of firewood, shade, and shelter, a fine background, and a piece of bush soil for garden, orchard, or paddock. The section chosen, the settler should at
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  once engage some neighbour to clear two or three acres for turnips, which can be sown nearly as late as Christmas. A piece of light bush would be the best for this purpose. He should then employ a carpenter to build his house (this is a matter of taste – a dwelling could be erected for much less), and contract for the mere felling of an acre or two of timber, and the clearing of twenty acres of fern land, ready for the plough. These arrangements made, and the house in course of erection, he should engage some good labourer to assist him in making a stockyard, sheds, &c. The house and these little jobs could be finished by the end of December; when the settler would of course leave the town, move on to the section, purchase oxen, and commence ploughing.

  IV. By giving the cattle a few hours' run on the section before and after work, and buying some oat straw with a few potatoes, the cost of first feeding them would be trifling. The turnips would soon come in, and by laying down a couple of acres of bush land in grass, there would soon be abundant keep.

  V. Of the fifty acres, it is assumed that forty would be devoted to the growth of crops for sale, and that ten would be taken up by broken land, homestead, garden, and grass and roots for the cattle. By the 1st of January, the settler would be comfortably established on his section; when, of the twenty acres he had previously had cleared, he
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  BUSINESS OF THE FARM.



  should at once begin to plough and thoroughly work the ten for barley and oats, and then the ten for potatoes. The cultivation of these twenty acres should be carried on with despatch, so as to give the land all possible exposure before sowing time – about the middle of October.

  This work accomplished, it may be said that the regular business of the farm would commence; and the remaining twenty acres might be gradually brought under cultivation, for cropping the second year. The division of this farm into the crops as shown in the calculation is arbitrary: those would be grown which might appear the most likely to pay best; but it would be unwise to try any wheat, as a crop, the first year; for, as it is sown early in May, and as the land could not be prepared before March, the soil would be much too sour.

  VI. If the settler knew a little of carpentry, he could erect these buildings himself at leisure times. So useful is this knowledge, that any young emigrant farmer would do well in devoting a few months before leaving his English home to learn the use of the common tools. To myself, the knowledge so acquired has been a source of considerable pleasure and advantage.

  VII. This allowance is ample, for after the first year, the farm would produce pork, bacon, poultry, eggs, flour, butter, milk, and all vegetables in profusion: in fact, all necessary articles of consumption, except groceries. New clothing would
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  not be required, as the outfit should last four or five years.

  VIII. The yield of the twenty acres is taken at this rate, because the land would not be in such fine order for the first, as it would be for the second and following crops. An average of nearly thirty-five bushels per acre would perhaps be obtained; for this farm ought to be cultivated in the best style. Plenty of labour is allowed – no operation need be hurried – and that system of farming would be adopted which the experience of several years had indicated as the best. Considering the average price of Taranaki flour in the Auckland and Wellington markets, it would perhaps be right to allow rather more than 4s. per bushel for wheat; but here, as in all other parts of the calculation, care has been taken to keep on the safe side.

  It has been questioned by some, whether the natives will not eventually grow wheat cheaper than Europeans. However desirable this might be in a social or political point of view, the question is here to be considered only as affecting the direct interests of the "Taranaki farmer." Those who deem it possible for the native to undersell, argue that, as time appears of no value to him, he sets little or no price on his labour, and living in a state of nature has no expenses; so that 2s. 6d., or any price which he may obtain for a bushel of wheat, is to him all profit. Such reasoning must, I think, appear quite fallacious. The natives just
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  NATIVE LABOUR.



  emerging from barbarism have begun, partially, to grow wheat for their own use, the surplus of which, partly from its inferior quality, is occasionally sold for 1s. or 2s. per bushel less than the European grown. But if we assume, that the natives are so to advance in civilization as to cultivate wheat as a general crop for the markets, we must also then assume, on their part, regular habits of industry, a knowledge of the value of labour, an approximation to European habits and manner of living, the sure result of which great changes would naturally be that they would rate the value of wheat, or of any article they might produce, by the European scale. If the New Zealanders remain but one step removed from savages, they will not grow enough to affect the price. When they become civilized, they will expect the wages of civilization. Moreover, there are branches of industry in which the natives would be more successful than in this, for the economical cultivation of wheat requires numerous implements and expensive machinery.

  IX. Buildings, stock, and implements, amount to only 180l.; but as part of the outfit, such as articles for the house, ploughs, tools, &c, are real assets, 30l. are added. Judging from experience, a very small per-centage would cover risk, nor would the actual deterioration be great. The deduction of 25l. per cent, is made chiefly because timber and mechanical labour – the principal ex-
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  pense in the buildings – would probably be lower at the expiration of the "three years," and thus reduce the value of the property.

  X. As we assume that this farm would be substantially fenced both externally and internally, and kept in high cultivation, it ought to be in the finest order at the expiration of the "three years," and 275l. is a less sum than it would actually be worth. If, three years hence, the Settlement is in that condition which even present circumstances justify us in expecting, the real value of such a farm would probably be upwards of 300l. 25

  The foregoing calculation, which has been carefully sifted, shows a profit of more than 80l. per annum on a money-capital of 400l.; and as the great comparative labour of first "breaking-up" the land and reducing it to cultivation, occurs but once, this farm ought to show even a more profitable result for any following term of "three years." The settler must, however, never forget, that money is not a more necessary part of his capital than, industry and economy. At the expiration of the
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  PROFIT FROM WHEAT CROPS.



  "three years" there would be such an excess of labour at command, that it would be necessary to increase the farm to 100 acres; hence the advisability of choosing the first section contiguous to some other unsold.

  The following statement will show in another way the rate of profit now obtainable from growing wheat. From 1844 to 1846, inclusive, the import of fine flour into Wellington alone was 1,475 tons, and the average price was 16l. 17s. 9 1/4d. per ton of 2,000 lbs.: 26 it is generally rather higher in Auckland. The greater portion of this quantity was supplied by New South Wales, where there has been no great failure in the crops for some years past; 16l. 17s. 9 1/4d. may, therefore, be considered as the average price at which the flour of that country can be sold in the New Zealand markets. But the occurrence of an "Australian drought" might raise this average to 20l. per ton. Taranaki flour, owing to the rude construction and inefficient machinery of the small grist-mills, which have hitherto ground it for exportation, is usually quoted at from 30s. to 40s. per ton lower than the Sydney; a difference which will probably cease, after the completion of a powerful mill now in course of erection. At present, however, the value of the best Taranaki flour in the Auckland and Wellington markets must be rated at about 35s. per ton less than the Sydney, namely at 15l. From
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  the bad manner in which wheat is ground here, it requires forty-five bushels, each weighing 60 lbs., to produce a ton of fine flour, and it would take 1 1/2 acre of fern land to produce the forty-five bushels. As the seconds flour and the bran will nearly pay for grinding, none of these items appear in the calculation, an allowance being made for the slight difference.

  Average Value of 2 tons, or 4000 lbs., of Taranaki Fine Flour, in the Auckland and Wellington Markets, at 15l.... £30 0 0

  Cost of Producing the 1st Ton. 

 
 
 	  Clearing, Ploughing, Preparing, and Sowing 1 1/2 acre Fernland, at 4l. per acre


 	  £6 0 0




 
 	  4 Bushels Seed, at 5s....


 	  1 0 0




 
 	  Harvesting and Stacking


 	  2 0 0




 
 	  Thrashing and Dressing 45 Bushels


 	  2 5 0




 
 	  Carting to Mill and Beach, and Shipping


 	  0 15 6




 
 	  20 Calico Bags, for 1 ton Flour


 	  0 15 0




 
 	  Freight to Wellington on ditto


 	  1 10 0




 
 	  Landing Charges ditto


 	  0 5 0




 
 	  Auctioneer's Commission ditto


 	  0 16 0




 
 	  


 	  £15 6 6






  Cost of Producing the 2nd Crop. 

  Same expense as the 1st, less 5l., the difference between preparing the land for the 1st Crop and the 2nd .....10 6 6

  25 13 0

  Nett Profit on the 1 1/2 acre in "3 years"... £4 7 0

  This calculation assumes only two crops to be taken in three years. Thus, say in 1848 the land
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  PROFIT FROM WHEAT CROPS.



  would be cleared and worked, – the first crop taken in 1849, the second in 1850; the nest year the land would be fallowed, and then cropped as before. It is not, of course, contended that this would be the best method of farming; the statement merely shows the profit obtainable from growing wheat on what may perhaps be called the "lazy system," supposing a capitalist producer paid for every item at the present cost of things. It appears, then, that the profit on the acre and half for the first term of three years, is 4l. 7s.; but as the expense of clearing and breaking up the land would enter into the cost of producing only the first two crops, the profit on the acre and a half for any following term of three years, would be about 91. 7s., or 2l. 1s. 6d. per acre annually.

  Hitherto, the absurd custom has been for farmers to ship their own flour; but to conduct the trade with proper economy, there are wanted parties who, acting as corn merchants and exporting millers, would buy the wheat, and ship flour in their own vessels. In considering this statement, it will be seen that probabilities are favourable to an increase of profit. For instance: on the completion of a better mill, it may be expected that Taranaki flour will eventually realize the same price as the Sydney. Land cropped in the manner above described would probably yield nearer forty than thirty bushels per acre. The great expense of 1s. per bushel for thrashing and dressing will be materially reduced when
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  more machines are obtained. Owing to the scarcity and badness of coasting vessels, the present freight is so exorbitant as to equal that from Sydney to Wellington, although one is a passage of three, the other of fourteen days.

  Dairy farming, as a distinct and separate business, has not yet been tried; but there is every reason to suppose that it would answer well, especially if combined with the curing of hams and bacon. Good firkin butter ranges from 7d. to 10d. per lb. in the colonial markets; cheese, bacon, and hams, from 4d. to 6d.

  These would be remunerative prices. It has been shown that bush land is well adapted to dairy farms, which certainly possess an advantage over arable farms, in being less dependent on good roads; for whilst internal carting and carriage of produce to market are trifling considerations on the first, they form an important part of the labour necessary on the latter.

  Markets.

  As it is probable that the chief exports of this district will long continue to be agricultural, it may he necessary to consider what are likely to prove its principal markets. For all practical purposes, it is sufficient to know that an excellent home market is found in Auckland and Wellington. The imports of these towns are even now larger than this Settlement can at present supply; and, from the character of the
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  MARKETS.



  country around them, neither place will raise agricultural produce so cheaply as it can be supplied from the fertile plains of Taranaki; whilst the gradual formation of new Settlements, or the extension of old ones (the result of that great emigration movement which will eventually be made to these fine islands) will continue to open new home markets.

  As all young colonies must at first import food, and as the growth and progress of this one has been so lamentably crippled, New South Wales, herself a large importer, has hitherto almost supplied it with flour. This, however, will not be the case much longer; and when the immense agricultural resources of New Zealand are fairly developed, and it becomes what it will te, the – "Granary of the South Pacific," – New South Wales herself will probably be an excellent market for some of its grain exports.

  As an agricultural country, the superiority of the one is as strongly marked as the inferiority of the other. By the Sydney "Official Book" of statistics, from 1835 to 1844 (including the Port Philip district), the average annual yield of wheat for the ten years was not fourteen bushels per acre. The annual consumption is taken at eight bushels per head, and the year 1836 was the only one in the ten which produced a surplus crop; the average annual deficiency of the other nine years being upwards of 250,000 bushels, to be imported. The average yield
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  of barley and oats appears to be about sixteen bushels; maize is much the best crop, yet the yield was only twenty-five bushels per acre; whilst potatoes gave only three tons and a half. It is necessary to bear in mind that these returns are for an old colony, where it must be supposed that the experience of more than half a century has indicated the best system of cultivation, and where there is plenty of capital and labour to carry that system into effect. Destructive storms, floods, and droughts, have occasionally raised grain to such extravagant prices in New South Wales, that, in 1806, wheat was 15s. per bushel, and 1l. was given for a bushel of seed maize; whilst in 1840, flour ranged from 50l. to 60l. per ton.

  If, with the certainty of good home markets for some years to come, and the probability of others in New South Wales, 27 it be considered necessary to look still further, we find that New Zealand is conveniently situated for supplying several places which may become excellent markets, such as the British possessions in China, the French in Bourbon and Tahiti, the Mauritius, the Cape Colony, and some of the numerous islands in the South Pacific, which English enterprise and "steam communication" may soon enliven with the busy hum of commerce.
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  RESOURCES AND PROBABLE EXPORTS OF THE SETTLEMENT, OTHER THAN "AGRICULTURAL."

  Ironsand.

  The scarcity of capital and the paralyzing effects of the early misgovernment of New Zealand, are strongly marked by the little progress hitherto made in developing the natural resources of the country. Rich ironsand is plentiful here; but, at the expiration of seven years, a few rude experiments, tending to prove its great value, have satisfied the slight curiosity of the Settlers, who almost appear to think that nature ordained them only to till the earth and raise food for their more speculative and enterprising brethren in the sister Settlements.

  A small sample of this sand sent to a Sydney foundry was at first disregarded, as ironsand from some part of Australia, previously tested, had been found comparatively worthless. However, on trying the Taranaki sample, it yielded so great a per-centage of iron of a quality equal to the best Swedish, that it at once attracted attention, and a larger quantity has since been forwarded to afford a conclusive trial. A sample was also sent to England and submitted to an analytical chemist, who made the following-report upon it: – "No. 5 is magnetic iron-ore, in the form of fine sand from the sea-shore. It consists of the peroxide and protoxide of iron mixed, containing about 71 per cent, of iron. It is free from the admixture of other substances, and, if
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  obtainable in large quantities, is likely to be in considerable demand, as it is the most valuable of iron-ores. The celebrated Swedish iron, in such high repute for the making of steel, is obtained from a mineral of precisely the same character." The sand covers the beach for several miles; a simple washing is the only process necessary to prepare it for the furnace; and, from the smallness and purity of the particles, it is remarkably easy to flux. An imperial pint of the washed sand, when dry, weighs four pounds, and on applying a magnet it becomes quite incrusted.

  For working the ore on a large scale in the Settlement, and exporting bar iron and steel, coal would probably be necessary. Massacre Bay coal could be delivered here for about 30s. per ton, and coal is found at Manakau, forty miles distant. Indications of it have also lately been discovered in the Omata Block, whilst from the abundance of hard timber and the gradual clearing of forest land for the purposes of cultivation, charcoal of excellent quality could be obtained at a low price. It may also be remarked, that the cost of those expensive mining operations generally needed in raising the metallic ores would, in this case, be entirely saved; for two men could collect and prepare for the smelting furnace from 3 to 4 tons of ore per day.

  The "Phormium Tenax" or Flax Plant. 

  A person practically acquainted with the flax
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  FLAX.



  trade on coming to New Zealand, travelling through the Taranaki district, remarking the quantity and luxuriance of the plant, and testing the strength of the green leaf, would probably consider the feeble efforts hitherto made to invent that machinery which should render flax a "staple export" of the country, to be a reproach to the mechanical skill and enterprise of the age. The great consumption of hemp and flax in England renders them articles of national importance; and as the supply, drawn chiefly from the Baltic, might be so diminished by an European war as to raise these necessaries to an exorbitant price, it appears to me that Government, or even the New Zealand Company, would be justified in sending out a kind of "flax commission" to New Zealand. The commission should consist of a scientific man, versed in botany and chemistry, one or two intelligent persons acquainted with the best modes of preparing flax, and two or three practical machinists, selected for their inventive ingenuity. It would determine whether the reported inferiority of the "Phormium tenax" for manufacturing purposes has arisen from any imperfection natural to the plant, or from the rude, careless, and slovenly manner in which it has generally been prepared. The latter is by no means improbable. A Sydney merchant would station an agent, frequently an old whaler, sealer, or other roving spirit, on some part of the New Zealand coast, to collect flax by barter with the natives. Such agents being generally quite
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  ignorant of the quality of flax, the natives would soon learn to swell the bulk, by still more imperfectly freeing the fibre from the fleshy part of the leaf; would use not the best of the numerous sorts, but that which might be nearest, and, to supply a demand, cut the leaves indiscriminately at all seasons. The very inferior article so obtained, would generally be still further deteriorated by great carelessness in the packing and shipping. From the disordered state of the country since its colonisation, very little attention has been paid to any of its natural resources; but the excellent rope, cordage, sacks, &c, now made at Auckland and Wellington, of New Zealand flax, prove that the article, even in the first stage of its improvement, does possess some good manufacturing qualities.

  There are nearly a dozen varieties of the Phormium tenax indigenous to New Zealand, but that most prized by the natives, the "Hateraukawa," of which they make the finest kaitaka mats, is confined almost to the Taranaki district. And, in considering the practicability of cultivating and preparing this sort as a regular export, it should be borne in mind that, of all branches of industry, this would probably be the one in which "native labour" would be the easiest obtainable, and the most effective; for the natives already understand the cultivation of the plant. Moreover, it would be grown on bush land, in the clearing of which they excel Europeans.
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  TOBACCO – HOPS.



  Tobacco.

  The tobacco plant grows luxuriantly on bush land; and there appears to be no reason why it should not eventually be raised for a crop, as in New South Wales. Its cultivation, like that of flax, would be a branch of industry well suited to the natives; and there is already a surprisingly large and increasing consumption of tobacco among both races. As, however, the duty levied on it (1s. per lb.) forms one of the principal items in the customs' revenue, the Local Government might be disposed either to prohibit its cultivation or to excise it. The difficulty of the latter course in such a country as New Zealand is very obvious, especially among the native population. The wiser course would be to encourage its free cultivation and manufacture, and to meet the consequent deficiency in revenue by a higher rate of duty on spirits, and on articles of luxury which could not be produced in the country.

  Hops.

  About two acres of hops have been grown as an experiment. They answered remarkably well as to yield; but the sort introduced was one of inferior quality. With an apparently favourable soil and climate, this district, in other respects, is well suited to the growth of hops; for, from the undulating character of the country – its numerous wooded dells – the exact aspect and degree of shelter most
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  congenial to any tender plant may be obtained on almost every section. The native women and children would make capital hop-pickers, and poles are cheap and plentiful.

  Brewing.

  Brewing has hitherto been chiefly confined to the wants of the Settlement. The climate is well adapted to both malting and brewing, the nights are always cool, and soft, pure water is everywhere abundant. Hops may be extensively grown; but, if not, they would be the only import necessary. With so many natural advantages, it is not improbable that malt liquors will eventually become a considerable export. In fact, Seacome's ale is already in repute in the Northern Settlements.

  Provision Trade.

  This trade – the supplying of beef and pork for shipping – may become a business of considerable importance in New Plymouth. Cattle thrive and multiply so fast in New Zealand, and are so freely imported from New South Wales, that in a few years they will be as cheap in the one country as in the other; and whilst the rich and succulent pasturage of New Zealand is favourable to the production of fine well fed beef, its climate is far better than that of Australia for the curing process. The acquisition of portions of the district, described at page 105, would open a tract for cattle runs perhaps

 Page 137
  PROVISION TRADE – WHALING.



  superior to any in either island, when the rapid increase of stock would naturally lead to the introduction of the curing business.

  The pork trade, comprising the curing of hams and bacon, has been commenced on a small scale, and might at once be considerably extended. The natives rear great numbers of pigs, which are bought for about 1 1/4d. per lb. Salt is imported for 4l. per ton; and the forest produces abundance of wood well adapted for casks.

  Some idea may be formed of the extent to which the provision trade might be carried in New Zealand, when we consider that, already, upwards of 40,000 tons of shipping annually enter its ports; and that, as a country possessing such natural advantages for the prosecution of the business, it will probably find a market in the large and rapidly increasing mercantile marine of Australia.

  Whaling.

  Shore whaling is carried on here by two parties with four boats, employing about thirty men. The season commences in June, when the black whale comes in shore to calve, and ends in October. The catch by one party in 1846 was five whales, yielding about forty tuns of oil and forty hundredweight of whalebone. Last season, as usual, several whales were seen; but, owing chiefly to the warm rivalry existing between the two parties, the fishery was unsuccessful. Two fine boats, constructed of white
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  pine and Rata, have been built in the Settlement; and the oil of this season's fishery will be shipped partly in casks of home manufacture, made from the "Mai," a wood which appears well suited to the purpose.

  Tanning.

  This business has been commenced on a small scale with considerable success, and a portion of the leather used is now manufactured in the Settlement. The gentleman who introduced this branch of industry – Mr. Gledhill – states that the bark of the Rimu, a very common tree, possesses tanning qualities far superior to any of the Australian barks.

  Fruit.

  Nearly all the varieties common in England have been introduced; they grow luxuriantly and promise well, but are yet too young for full bearing. Some fine apples and gooseberries have been gathered, and strawberries and peaches are becoming plentiful. Near the banks of the Waiwakaiho, in a deserted native clearing, half hidden and smothered by the dense vegetation around, were formerly to be seen two large peach trees, the stem of one being three feet in circumference. They had sprung up from stones dropped or planted by the natives; and, although growing wild and quite neglected, bore a profusion of fine fruit.

  The Cape gooseberry is almost a weed, springing up wherever seed is carried by the birds, and pro-
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  ducing abundance of fruit nine months in the year. This plant appears too common to receive any cultivation; but it yields finer berries if partly chopped down or thinned every year. The Cape gooseberry is not a pleasant dessert fruit; although, from its remarkable juiciness and richness of flavour, it makes an agreeable wine or liqueur, and excellent jam and jelly.

  The vine grows luxuriantly, and about four hundredweight of a common white grape have been, obtained from cuttings of four years' growth. This will not, however, be a wine district. In sheltered spots, with a little care, it may be easy to produce grapes of the early sorts; but the climate does not possess that steady continuance of heat necessary to ripen the fruit for wine. At the same time it should be remarked, that a few miles in the interior, away from the influence of sea-breezes, the climate is warmer than immediately on the coast; and there, such fruits as the fig, olive, loquat, orange, and lemon, would probably ripen, if planted in hot and sheltered situations.

  Timber.

  A great deal has been said on what are called the "fancy woods of New Zealand," and their fitness to become one of its chief exports. Fancy woods, properly so called, have not yet been discovered. Curls and knots of grain, more or less handsome, are occasionally found in every sort of tree, but
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  these are probably not more beautiful in any variety indigenous to New Zealand, than in the oak, elm, or walnut; whilst for furniture woods, existing in such plenty as to become an export, the country has nothing to compare with rosewood, mahogany, or even cedar.

  As, however, most of the woods of Australia are hard and difficult to work, the pine timber of New Zealand may eventually become a regular back freight to that country, although this Settlement will be one of the last to make such shipments – not from any scarcity of the article, for red and white pine are here both plentiful and of superior quality, but because there are no streams in the district of sufficient capacity to float down large timber to saw-mills, which might otherwise be erected on their banks.

  As before observed, so little attention has been paid to anything save farming, that it is impossible to speak with certainty as to the existence of valuable gums and dies. It can only be said that, as the district possesses a large forest with a variety of trees, something may be discovered when proper researches are made.



 14 In "Terry's New Zealand," a work written in 1841, will be found an amusing account of the process of clearing fern land. He says the only effectual plan is that of the natives, and describes the operation as most laborious, performed by three men in a "triangle," who, each armed with a pointed pole having a kind of step, "simultaneously jump" thereon to force it into the ground, when, together, they tear up a mass of roots, &c. Such a method is not practised in this, the heaviest fern district in New Zealand, but it should certainly be described in Loudon's brief notice of the agriculture of this country, or in some of D'Israeli's "Curiosities of Agriculture."
15 It is supposed that this was caused by turning up too much of the subsoil, which seems to be a powerful fertilizer when mixed with a surface soil that has become partially exhausted. This piece is in wheat again, which will probably be a finer crop than the last.
16 Rye-grass, sown thick in March, on bush land, had afforded good feeding for stock in six weeks.
17 In support of this view, it may be observed that the natives, who of course cultivate only by hand labour, invariably choose bush land.
18 As some proof of this, it may be observed, that in the "Southern Settlements of New Zealand" (a work of tolerable accuracy on most points), it is stated that the average yield of wheat at Wellington, in 1845 and 1846, was 40 bushels per acre; in 1844, 45 bushels per acre; whereas, in a letter to the Wellington Independent, written apparently by a settler conversant with the subject, it is stated that the average yield of wheat at Wellington was found to be only twenty bushels, not 80, as once expected.
19 This district belongs to the Taranaki tribe; and although it can neither be hoped nor expected that they will part with it as a whole, it is highly probable that detached portions, like the Tataraimaka Block, will gradually be purchased by the Government, and leased as cattle stations.
20 This information has been furnished chiefly by my brother, and by Messrs. Cooke and Davy.
21 In the history of colonization, it would perhaps be difficult to adduce another instance where a Settlement, in the fifth year of its existence, and under so many difficulties, commenced and kept up a regular export of food raised by cultivation from the soil.
22 The present hire of a cart or plough, pair of oxen, and driver, is 8s. per day, at which rate there is a demand for general carriage, and in working for labourers about to rise into the class of small farmers, who give hand-labour in exchange. Such demand, although perhaps at a lower rate, will increase with the progress of the Settlement; and a farmer in the circumstances here supposed would probably earn more than enough to pay for extra hand-labour. As, however, it is intended that the industrious Settler shall at least realize in practice as much profit as is shown on paper, 10l. are allowed for extra assistance at every harvest.
23 100 acres of fern land would be more economically managed than fifty, but would of course require a larger capital. An emigrant with a family who came to farm on a capital of from 100l. to 200l. should choose a bush section.
24 Two or three might join in a winnowing and small threshing-machine.
25 In a young agricultural Settlement like this, where capital is very scarce, no property realizes a price proportionate to the income it produces; and if a few farms of this description were in the market, on sale for cash, they would probably not fetch 275l. each. The real value of this farm must, however, be estimated with regard to the income it would produce, or to the rent at which it would let, for we do not assume that the Settler is going to "sell-out" at the expiration of the term, but that he will continue farming, and even extend his operations.
26 Grimstone's "Southern Settlements of New Zealand."
27 A Sydney firm have lately instructed their agent here to endeavour to procure them about 10,000 bushels of malting barley, at from 4s. to 4s. 6d. per bushel, at New Plymouth.
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  CHAPTER VIII.

  Requirements of the Settlement – Emigration.



  THE chief requisites for the rapid advancement of this Settlement are: – 

  I. Improvements in the roadstead, as described in Chapter VI. 

 II. Establishment of a newspaper. 

 III. A share of Government expenditure, a body of pensioners, &c. 

 IV. A loan fund. 

 V. Renewal of emigration.

  II. It would be quite superfluous to dilate on the advantages which a "journal" would confer, but it may be observed, that nothing has tended to retard the progress of the Settlement more than the absence of a newspaper. Auckland has three; Wellington, two; Nelson, one: and although these prints deserve credit for the trifling interest they have manifested in a sister Settlement, they have, perhaps unconsciously, been the means of disseminating many prejudicial misstatements respecting it.
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  In a pecuniary point of view, a small weekly journal would answer well. It would be warmly supported by the settlers, both as subscribers and contributors; and if one page were devoted to plain practical articles in the "Maori tongue," it would probably be the means of great usefulness among the natives. The paper should be combined with a small printing and stationery establishment; and the concern, in the hands of an active practical man, would be as advantageous to the proprietor as to the public.

  III. The justice of a more equitable division of public expenditure has been pointed out at page 74.

  There is no part of New Zealand where the plan of military colonization by pensioners could be more effectively carried out than in this district. The Settlement offers every facility for their location. Mixed with an industrious agricultural population, the pensioner, by force of example, would probably be made industrious too. He would here be removed from those temptations to dissipation which naturally exist in the vicinity of the capital. 28 A considerable private expenditure, a partial supply of labour, a rapid increase of population, would form part of the many advantages derivable from a body of pensioners; and although they are required here only as settlers, they would be useful in training a militia.
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  Considering the importance of the Taranaki district – its midway position between the northern and southern capitals – its large native population, – it would be advisable to make New Plymouth the regular station of a small military force – say two companies. The "Land Question" being amicably settled, the natives, as a body, quiet, orderly, and industrious, it may perhaps be imagined that soldiers are required here chiefly to secure a greater expenditure; this, however, is not the desired object. High as we may estimate the character of the New Zealanders, we must remember that, only just emerging from barbarism, they still follow some of their old usages, opposed alike to English laws and customs. Let us suppose, what would certainly be a very extreme case, that an European, in a fit of passion or intoxication, strikes and kills an unoffending native. The homicide is arrested, but it is possible that the friends of the deceased, in the passion of the moment, would attempt to force the gaol, and seize the prisoner; and the civil authorities, in trying to prevent such a violation of the law, could only swear in special constables, who, if they did their best, might just do enough to provoke a general quarrel. Now, among the natives there are several who, in knowledge and civilization, have advanced far beyond their fellows; and if, in such a conjuncture, this more enlightened party were supported by even a small military force, they would not only join in effectually resisting the contemplated
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  violation of the law by the riotous and ill-disposed but, as being able to assume a stronger tone, would probably succeed in convincing them that the Queen's custom, or "English law," was far preferable to their own.

  The introduction of soldiers into a quiet agricultural Settlement like this might be attended with some unpleasant results; but, all circumstances considered, a small military force would be a desirable acquisition – not as aggressive, nor for the purpose of overawing the natives on any question connected with "Land," but simply as an "efficient police" for the maintenance of the "common law," and the moral assistance of the more enlightened natives in promoting the civilization of those who are still semi-barbarians.

  IV. This Settlement would now be greatly benefited by the introduction of a system of small loans to the class of working farmers; or occasionally to poor but honest and enterprising men, anxious to try some of the natural productions of the district. Cases frequently occur, when the small cultivator suffers much from the want of a little ready money at the commencement. For instance, he may be compelled to make shift with wretched out-buildings, and cannot purchase the necessary stock and implements to farm in the most economical style. If a body of the Company's shareholders, the absentee proprietors, or any parties interested in the prosperity of the Settlement, would devote even two or

 Page 145
  TARANAKI ASSOCIATION.



  three thousand pounds to be loaned in small sums at 51. or even 10l. per cent. – holding the farm as security; they would be protected from loss, and would afford great assistance to a most industrious class, who will do much to develop the agricultural capabilities of the district.

  Considerable good would also be effected, if a little pecuniary aid were afforded to a society which it has been proposed to establish under the name of the "Taranaki Association." It will be a kind of agricultural society combined with a Mechanic's Institute, and would embrace among its members all the magistrates, and most of the farmers, tradesmen, and respectable mechanics, of the place. It is proposed to establish a library and reading-room, to hold annual agricultural and horticultural shows, and monthly meetings for the discussion of any given subject of importance; so that the association would not only aid in the improvement of farming, but materially promote the general interests of the Settlement.

  V. The local measures and improvements here suggested, perhaps involve the consideration of a subject which, of all others, is the most important – the "Renewal of Emigration," – when this question naturally presents itself, Is Taranaki a district where secure possession of land can be ensured? Happily the time has at last arrived when this question can be answered in the affirmative. It has been explained that, under Governor Grey's arrange-
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  ments, a legitimate purchase has already been effected from the natives for 30,000 acres, – not swamp, or sheep runs, or bare hill sides, but 30,000 acres of rich soil, well wooded and watered, and capable of producing luxuriant crops.

  Estimating from data furnished by the present Settlement, this block alone would require for its fair cultivation and development a community of about – 

  50 capitalists, or large farmers; 

 200 smaller farmers; 

 2000 agricultural labourers; 

 800 of the common mechanical trades; 

 300 engaged in trade and commerce; 

 50 professionals.

  3400 male adults.

  If, with a present population of scarcely 1200, the "speculative should wish to consider the practicability of acquiring a larger tract than would require even for its fair development a gross population of more than 12,000, Chapter IV. shows that in all human probability the Government authorities will succeed, quietly and gradually, in making fresh purchases. But should this not be the case, the most sceptical may rest assured that, by the time the land already secured is properly "filled up," no difficulty will be found in further expansion.

  As emigration should be commenced at once, and
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  gradually extended, the first vessel should be despatched in the autumn of 1849. At the time I write, the greater part of the land which the Company have for sale is bush land; and the most effectual plan for laying out a small block of this, merely as a beginning, would be the following: – 

  I. From some given point, a main road seventy feet broad, and three miles long, should be formed half a mile in the bush, and carried about parallel with its edge, deviating a little, if necessary, to avoid any broken ground. The timber on the whole breadth of seventy feet, should be cut down and burnt, but thirty feet would be sufficient to form as the actual road. With seventy feet cleared, a thirty feet road could be so turned as to avoid any large stumps; by which means the expense of the work would be materially lessened.

  II. Through this main road, three narrower cross-roads should be formed, extending half a mile each way, deviating, if necessary, from a straight line.

  III. The sections should then be laid out, not exactly in fifty acres, and of the absurd parallelogram form of the first great survey, but sized and shaped with reference to the nature of the country, natural boundaries, &c, as in Mr. W. Carrington's late excellent survey of a portion of the Omata purchase.

  A block as here defined, containing nearly 2,000
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  acres, level, well-watered, and of the richest soil might be selected within three miles of the present village. The expense of the roads has been estimated at about 20s. per chain; whilst the complete survey would be undertaken for 1s. 1d. per acre.

  The classes most wanted at the present time are farmers and capitalists (with from 200l. to 2,000l.), agricultural labourers and machine makers, sawyers, carpenters, wheelwrights, and blacksmiths, with those of the other common trades. In colonies, married men succeed best, and steadiness and industry are more conducive to prosperity than the mere knowledge of any particular occupation. In farming, he who possessed these qualifications, but who had never seen a plough, would succeed better than another who, without them, might be practically conversant with all the details of agriculture. 29

  It is an excellent plan for two or three families of neighbours to emigrate and settle together. Mutual assistance is thus obtained throughout the voyage, and in all subsequent operations, whilst pleasant society is ensured at first landing. This is of great importance; for when all is strange around, the "old familiar faces" are doubly dear. As re-
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  gards most colonies, the emigrant of capital would act prudently, if, before leaving England, he invested 25l. per cent, of his money in the funds, as a kind of reserve, to be employed to the best advantage when he had gained full experience. Here this precaution is scarcely needed, for Taranaki boasting neither mines nor railroads, a new corner is not liable to be misled by any scheming projector. If, however, a young man with from 500l. to 800l. is coming out, who has never before been entirely his own master, I should strongly advise him to leave 100l. or 200l. behind. Having less money on his arrival, he would be more economical in his habits, more circumspect in all his undertakings. In the course of a year or two he would discover that certain articles, much wanted in the Settlement, would pay a large profit to the importer; or he might himself require certain machinery, agricultural implements, &c, any of which, with money at command in England, he could readily obtain by writing to his agent.

  This is particularly the poor man's country. Of the labouring population of the Settlement, there are not twenty men who work for hire six days in the week; almost every man is a "freeholder," possessing a house, some stock, and a few acres of land. As a proof of the high prosperity attained by this class, the statement at page 67 may be worth the attention of those who are desirous of im-
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  proving the wretched condition of some of the labouring classes in England.

  The emigrant may here be cautioned not to judge of this, or any new country, merely from first impressions. Few Englishmen ever land in a young colony, whose first real feelings are not those of disappointment. Even where much of the country has been reclaimed, and arts and civilization have produced cities and their refinements, as in the Canadas and Australia, the English eye seeks in vain, either in town or country, for that air of finish, comfort, and substantiality, found only in England. In a young Settlement like this, where the land, however fertile, is still chiefly in a state of nature; its rich and luxuriant vegetation is at first suggestive of difficulties in reducing it to those neat corn-fields and trim-fenced meadows, which the emigrant may have laboured and rejoiced in at home. This is, perhaps, a natural feeling – here, happily, it is but a transient one.

  Let the emigrant remember, that on landing he will find a village not a town; for here, unlike the other settlements, labour has been expended chiefly in the country; and that the land immediately around the village is perhaps the worst and most broken part of the district. Let him bear in mind, that the population is under 1,200, and that the crops and cultivations he may see, principally in the "FitzRoy" block, are on partially exhausted soil. Suppose it about harvest time, and let him then stroll among

 



  [Inserted illustration]

    A Cottage Belonging to J.J. Wicksteed, Esq. J.P.
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  the farms; see the district around Omata and the Mongaraki; mark the beauty of the country; reflect on what a handful of people have accomplished under almost overwhelming difficulties; and he will gratefully acknowledge, that his lot has fallen in "pleasant places."

  Other countries may boast some particular excellence in a higher degree; but for a land in which are found combined a prolific soil of the easiest cultivation, beautiful scenery, and a climate at once delightful and invigorating, this part of New Zealand is probably unequalled. Let no one unacquainted with the district call this exaggeration. I have seen several parts of the world, but none so admirably adapted as this to the support of a large and prosperous agricultural population; and though I may be charged with enthusiasm, I would soberly venture to predict that the "Taranaki district," numbering its happy thousands, will eventually be known and celebrated as the finest part of perhaps the noblest islands in the world.

  It is frequently charged on works descriptive of new countries that the "promised land" is painted in colours far too glowing. The charge, however, should rather be, that they seldom sufficiently impress the emigrant with the stern fact, that, in order "to reap the fruits," industry is as requisite in a new as in an old country. In this respect the chief difference between them is, that in the old labour frequently goes unrewarded, in the new
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  never; but labour is necessary in both. Numerous cases have occurred in which the extravagant ideas formed of a colony, by a person of sanguine temperament on the perusal of some seductive book, have caused his utter failure. He reads of a delightful climate, and the richest soil, of fruits, flowers, and brilliant skies, of noble rivers teeming with fish, and the forest alive with game; but not of the axe, the saw, the plough, the first roughness of "bush life," and the numerous petty discomforts to which for a time all must submit. Bitterly disappointed, he soon becomes the idle grumbler, damping the energy of others; then, perhaps, the confirmed drunkard; and, finally, quite ruined, returns home to damn the scene of his folly, and to picture the colony as the abode of misery and desolation. But let every man come prepared to work, and he will surely reap the reward of his labour.

  Fully convinced, however, that New Zealand as a field for colonization is superior in natural advantages to any other country which I have seen, I should yet be sorry to induce a single fellow-countryman to emigrate, if there were the slightest chance of his having to suffer those troubles and anxieties which a hostile Government inflicted on the early dwellers in the Company's Settlements. Now, however, thanks to a sounder policy, that monster grievance of New Zealand, the "land question," may be considered practically settled. A
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  military and naval force fully adequate for protection, and causing a considerable expenditure beneficial to the settlers, has been concentrated in the country. The Local Government, warned by dearly-bought experience, will never be hurried into hostilities against, the natives, nor probably again undertake them without grave reason, and such a force as shall insure victory; whilst the natives, aware of their own prowess, and justly proud of their partial successes, have nevertheless learned enough to know, that a force could be brought which would render resistance to English law utterly hopeless. Besides, as they are rapidly advancing in civilization, they are beginning to discover that peace is more "profitable" than war, and hence they will not be readily induced to incur the liability of extermination. There may perhaps, occasionally, be petty local interruptions of the general tranquillity; but the universal tendency and order of things is peace and its prosperous consequences, an opinion I may be allowed to fortify by quoting the following recent words of the Governor-in-Chief, Sir George Grey: – "At the present moment there is probably no portion of the world in which life and property are more secure than in New Zealand; nor is there any country which holds out greater promise of prosperity and happiness to intending emigrants."

  It must, I think, be evident that nature has been lavish in her gifts to this beautiful district. The
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  salubrity of the climate is proved by a ratio of births and deaths, to which it would be difficult to find a parallel. Here, no Canadian winter locks up the land in ice; no Australian hot winds scorch and blight; and here, unlike South Africa, there are no noxious reptiles or animals of prey. The soil is highly productive, easily worked, and capable of supplying all the necessaries – many of the luxuries of life. The district is rich in a variety of valuable flax and timber; and is pre-eminent, even in New Zealand, for an abundance of the purest water. The shipping facilities of the Settlement are equal to those enjoyed, naturally, by places of considerable commerce. Its situation with respect to Australian and home markets gives it many advantages; whilst, as part of New Zealand, its relative position to countries rich in tropical productions, is an important addition to these great natural capabilities.

  What is now required is an influx of capital and labour. Always assuming that the emigrant be duly qualified by energy and industry, the Taranaki district is one where, with moderate means, a man whose life in England has been a constant weary struggle to maintain his station, but who sees with bitterness that his children must descend in the social scale, may soon create a fine estate, and live ten years longer to enjoy it; where the tenant farmer, whose sons may become labourers on the land he tilled, may escape high rent, tax, and tithe, and soon rise to be the independent proprietor; where the steady
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  mechanic may escape the crushing competition existing in old countries, and find constant employment, with good wages and cheap living; where the half-starved labourer may revel in rude plenty, build his house on his own land, and soon raise himself to comfort and prosperity.

 



  [Page 156 is blank]



 28 About 600 of these men with their families have been concentrated around Auckland.
29 It is a common remark in Canada, that the most successful agriculturists are frequently those who were ignorant of the art before they emigrated; as such men (unlike the English farmer), having nothing to unlearn, at once readily adopt that ruder but more profitable method of cultivation practised in new countries.


      
  
       

 POSTSCRIPT
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  POSTSCRIPT.

  Since my arrival in England, I have learned that various beneficial measures are in progress for the advancement of this beautiful Settlement.

  The Lords of the Admiralty have given instructions to Captain Stokes, of H. M.'s steam surveying sloop Acheron, now in New Zealand, to report to his Excellency the Governor-in-Chief, on the best plan of constructing a small harbour, and of laying down moorings, at New Plymouth. On receipt of such report, the Governor is authorized to incur the necessary expenditure, and to carry the works into execution.

  Before the expiration of another year, regular steam communication will probably be opened between South Wales and the various Settlements in New Zealand: this would give a considerable impetus to the general trade of the Colony, and quickly develop the resources of each particular district.

  With respect to further purchases of land, the

 Page 158
  opinion expressed at page 51 has been confirmed; and there is now a fair prospect of the Settlement being soon extended to the Waitera – in which case, the south bank of that fine river will become the seat of a flourishing town.

  The following despatch shows that the New Zealand Company, evincing judicious liberality, have made an amicable arrangement with their early settlers on the subject of "compensation."

  EARL GREY TO SIR GEORGE GREY, K. C. B.

  Downing Street, 11th January 1849. 

 SIR, 

 I have received your despatch of October last, in which you report the successful result of your mediation between the Chief Agent of the New Zealand Company and their Settlers at Wellington, the adjustment of the differences between the Company and their Settlers at Nelson, and the prospect of an equally satisfactory arrangement at New Plymouth.

  When I suggested that you should undertake the office of arbitrator between the Company and their Settlers, I was not unmindful of the difficulties which inevitably attended such an undertaking; but I, at the same time, was influenced by a firm conviction, that the judgment and ability with which you would apply yourself to the task, would suffice to save you from any serious embarrassment, if not to lead you to a completely successful result.
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  I have now the pleasure of expressing my entire approbation of the manner in which you have conducted this difficult and delicate undertaking, and. of the arrangement which you have effected at the Chief Settlement of the Company. I cannot but regard the result as highly satisfactory, and as calculated to contribute materially to the prosperity of the Colony.

  I have received with sincere concern the intelligence of the sudden death of Lieut.-Colonel Wakefield, whose services on this occasion are entitled to so much commendation. The ample testimony which you have borne to the talents and the merits of that officer, serves to confirm the conviction that his loss will be severely felt, not only by the Company, but by the Public generally in New Zealand. 

 I have the honour to be, &c, 

 GREY.

  Private letters, lately received, describe the state and prospects of the Settlement as most satisfactory. A small public library, and a literary institution had been established. The first races had come off with considerable spirit, and much to the delight of the natives, several of whom rode their own horses, and took an active share in the sport. The natives are, in fact, becoming useful and influential members of the community. Many of them were in the employ of the settlers. They had purchased another cargo of live stock from
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  Sydney, and owned more horses and coasting-vessels than the Europeans. The crops promised to be most luxuriant, and the farmers were busily engaged in extending their cultivations.

  Without the least pecuniary interest in the country, the Author, accompanied by several members of his family, intends to return to New Zealand; believing, after visiting various colonies, that there is no place which offers more inducements to the emigrant than New Plymouth; few which offer so many.

  Parties desirous of obtaining any particular information which may not have been given in this little work, are invited to communicate with the writer by letter, addressed to the care of Messrs. Curtis, Finsbury Street, Chiswell Street, London.

  London, July 1, 1849.

  THE END.

  London: Printed by STEWART and MURRAY, Old Bailey. 

 January, 1848.
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  CATALOGUE

  OF

  SMITH, ELDER AND CO.'S PUBLICATIONS.

  WORKS IN THE PRESS.

  SIR THEODORE BROUGHTON; or, LAUREL WATER.

  A Romance. By G. P. R. JAMES, Esq. Author of "The Convict," "Russell," "Ehrenstein," &c. &c. {Early in April. )

  ADVENTURES OF AN AIDE-DE-CAMP;

  Or, A CAMPAIGN IN CALABRIA. By JAMES GRANT, Esq. Author of "The Romance of War; or, the Highlanders in Spain." 3 vols, post 8vo. (Just ready. )

  THE PRACTICAL SUGAR PLANTER:

  A COMPLETE ACCOUNT OF THE CULTIVATION AND MANUFACTURE OF THE SUGAR-CANE, according to the latest and most improved processes; describing and comparing the different Systems pursued in the East and West Indies, and the Straits of Malacca, and the relative expenses and advantages attendant upon each: being; the result of Sixteen Years actual experience as a Sugar Planter in those Countries. By LEONARD WRAY, Esq. One vol. 8vo., with numerous Illustrations. (Nearly ready. )

  THE PATRIARCHS – THE PROPHETS – THE APOSTLES.

  Their characters and influence on the ages in which they lived, considered in connexion with the Christian Dispensation. By the Rev. GEORGE CROLY, LL. D. To form a series of three separate and independent volumes. 

The First Volume, treating of the Patriarchs, will shortly appear.

  ENGLISH EPITHETS, NATURAL AND FIGURATIVE:

  With ELEMENTARY REMARKS, and MINUTE REFERENCES TO ABUNDANT AUTHORITIES. In one vol. imperial 8vo. (Nearly ready. )

  Preparing for Publication, by the same Author, 

 THE ENGLISH GRADUS. 

 TO APPEAR IN PARTS. 

 A Prospectus and Specimen will shortly be issued.
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  MR. LEIGH HUNT'S GIFT BOOK.

  A JAR OF HONEY FROM MOUNT HYBLA.

  By Leigh Hunt. Illustrated by Richard Doyle. Square demy 8vo, in a novel and elegant binding, price 14s.

  "A jar of honey! – the announcement is seasonable. There is a promise of enjoyment in the very shape of the vessel – to say nothing of the graceful devices with which it is in this instance adorned. Not only does it contain a genuine sweetness, but it is wreathed so to speak, with the dowers from which that sweetness has been derived. The volume includes a retrospect of the mythology, history, and biography of Sicily, ancient legends examples of pastoral poetry selected from Greece, Italy, and Britain; illustrative criticisms on these topics, and pleasant discursions on others which are collateral. These are prefaced by a genial introduction. It is a book acceptable at all seasons. Its value is enhanced by the graceful fancy displayed in Mr. Doyle's illustrations; and amongst the books which suggest themselves as the best of gifts in a season of gifts, we know none that more gracefully recommends itself than 'The Jar of Honey.'" – Athenaeum.

  "A luxury of taste pervades the illustration, the printing, even the binding. The jar is filled with delicate and noble fancies; with genuine Christmas associations of 'poetry, piety, revelry, superstition, story-telling, and masquing;' with pastoral and fire-side thoughts, and thoughts of deep humanity; with Fairy tales of antiquity, and the gossip of ancient holidays, and the Christmas poetry and cheerful piety of old. Everything is turned to pleasurable account." – Examiner.

  "The title of this collection of pastoral and poetical fireside talk gives us a hint of the suggestive character of the contents. Out of a chaos of sweet fancies and high thoughts springs this elegant volume – the work of a poet and civiliser, who has done more in his time to multiply the springs of intellectual and social pleasure than most of his contemporaries. The binding and illustrations deserve a word of admiration – the cover for its quaintness and appropriateness, and the designs for their delicacy and poetical spirit. The volume is abundantly rich in claims of every kind." – Atlas.

  "This is by far the most beautiful gift-book of the season. This Sicilian and Cerulean jar is full of honey, which in its sweetness never cloys. Leigh Hunt has learned on Hybla a new chemistry, and has imparted to this vase a power to preserve its purity and sweetness, while it imbibes a spirit and a flavour as healthful and as varied as the most fastidious and exacting taste can require." – Tablet.

  "Mr. Leigh Hunt's 'Jar of Honey from Mount Hybla' is just one of those gossiping, kindly things that emanate from this author's pen, showing reading of the works of all sorts of poets, ancient and modern, English and foreign, and a disposition to quote them right heartily. There is a revelling in the stores of poetical literature, an aptness in chasing a thyme from poet to poet, a luxuriance of quotation, which marks the rambling prose papers of Mr. Hunt from the days of the Indicator downwards. The cover itself is promising, with the blue jar standing in such commanding relief among the flowers and leaves that are gilt and illuminated around it." – Times.

  "As a pleasant and very various melange, touching upon mythology, poetry, history, customs, tales of life, and sketches of nature, opposite to each other as a flood of lava and a purling stream, 'A Jar of Honey' is just the thing for the season – pretty to look at, a something to pass about from hand to hand, full of pointed specimens to be read in a minute or two, and so divided thai the book may be laid down at any time. The main composition is full of penetrating remarks cleverly expressed: Addison's definition of fine writing – thought) natural but not obvious." – Spectator.

  "The author of this work is fully justified in designating it 'A Christmas Book.' It is one of the very best we have ever read, for it has a sound practical moral attached to it. It is the very book to be placed in the hands of boys at this season; for, whilst it amuses and delights them, it is particularly well calculated to give them a taste for classical literature – to make them relish at the fireside at borne that which has been so harsh and so unpleasant In the school-room. It induces a love for classical literature. Most justly does Leigh Hunt designate his work 'A Jar of Honey;' for within its narrow compass will be found compressed the very aroma of many a day's reading, many a night's study, and many an hour's intense thought, It is a charming book, full of delicate fancies." – Morning Herald.

  "This beautiful volume is the graceful result of extended reading and elegant taste. As a work suggestive of fine literature, pure morals, and good feeling, it may take rank with the best productions of its class in the entire range of English compilation." – Observer.

 Page 163
  MR. LEIGH HUNT'S ESSAYS.

  MEN, WOMEN, AND BOOKS:

  A SELECTION PROM HIS HITHERTO UNCOLLECTED PROSE WRITINGS. By LEIGH HUNT. In two vols, post 8vo., with a Portrait of the Author by Severn. V

  CONTENTS.

  Vol. I.

  FICTION AND MATTER OF FACT. INSIDE OF AN OMNIBUS. THE DAY OF THE DISASTERS OF CARFINGTON BLUNDELL, ESQ. A VISIT TO THE ZOOLOGICAL GARDENS. A MAS INTRODUCED TO HIS ANCESTORS. A NOVEL PARTY. BEDS AND BEDROOMS. THE WORLD OF BOOKS. JACK ABBOTT'S BREAKFAST. ON SEEING A PIGEON MAKE LOVE. THE MONTH OF MAY. THE GIULI TRE. A FEW REMARKS ON THE RARE VICECALLED "LYING." CRITICISM ON FEMALE BEAUTY.ON DECEASED STATESMEN WHO HAVE WRITTEN VERSES. FEMALE SOVEREIGNS OF ENGLAND.

  Vol. II. 

  SOCIAL MORALITY – SUCKLING AND BEN JONSON. POPE IN SOME LIGHTS IN WHICH HE IS NOT USUALLY REGARDED. GARTH, PHYSICIANS, AND LOVE-LETTERS. COWLEY AND THOMSON. BOOKSTALLS AND "GALATEO." BOOKBINDING AND "HELIODORUS." VER-VERT; OR, THE PARROT OF THE NUNS. DUCHESS OF ST. ALBANS; AND MARRIAGES FROM THE STAGE. SPECIMENS OF BRITISH POETESSES. LIFE AND WRITINGS OF LADY MARY WORTLEY MONTAGU. LIFE AND AFRICAN JOURNEY OF PEPYS. LIFE AND LETTERS OF MADAME DE SEVIGNE.

  "The sketches before us have durable characteristics. They are full of variety, beauty, and cheerfulness. This is a book to be in the cherished corner of a pleasant room and to be taken up when the spirits have need of sunshine. The book which the present most resembles in Mr. Hunt's former writings (and this is a great compliment} is the "Indicator." Its papers have the same cordial mixture of fact and imagination. – Examiner.

  "Mr. Leigh Hunt never writes otherwise than cheerfully. He will have sunshine – will promote gay spirits – will uphold liberal truths; blithely, jet earnestly. He is the Prince of Parlour-window writers." – Athenaeum.

  "A book for a parlour-window, for a summer's eve, for a warm fireside, for a half-hour's leisure, for a whole day's luxury – in any and every possible shape a charming companion." – Westminster Review.

  "There is much variety and agreeable lore of all kinds in these volumes; a soul of reflection, brilliant animal spirits, and a cheerful philosophy. The subjects embrace almost every topic of a pleasurable and a refining kind." – Atlas.

  "Papers illustratae of social matters, comicalities, and jovialities, arising from fine spirits and delicate perceptions, light and elegant criticisms, and dissertations on beauties, floral and feminine; all abounding with that suggestive power which marks the long course of this author's writings." – Jerrold's Newspaper.

  "Here we have grouped together the raciest of the papers which Leigh Hunt wrote in the palmiest days of his literary strength, when his wit was two-edged, and his humour richest, merriest, most hilarious, running over into lavish abundance of conceits, and occasionally as boisterous as the veriest group in the playgrounds." – Atlas.
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  FIRST WORK OF A NEW NOVELIST.

  JANE EYRE; AN AUTOBIOGRAPHY.

  By CURRER BELL. Second Edition, with Preface by the Author vols, post 8vo, price £1 11s. 6d. cloth. 

  "A book of decided power. The thoughts are true, sound, and original: and the style is resolute, straightforward, and to the purpose. The object and moral of the work are excellent. Without being professedly didactic, the writer's intention (amongst other things) seems to be, to show how intellect and unswerving integrity may win their way, though oppressed by that predominating influence in society which is a mere consequence of the accidents of birth or fortune. In the end, the honesty, kindness of heart and perseverance of the heroine, are seen triumphant over every obstacle. As analysis of a single mind, as an elucidation of its progress from childhood to full age, it may claim comparison with any work of the same species." – Examiner. 

  "Almost all that we require in a novelist the writer has: perception of character and power of delineating it; picturesqueness, passion, and knowledge of life. The story is not only of singular interest, naturally evolved, unflagging to the last, but it fastens itself upon your attention, and will not leave you. The book closed, the enchantment continues: your interest docs not cease. Reality – deep, significant reality, is the characteristic of This book." – Fraser's Magazine.

  "The most extraordinary production that has issued from the press for years. We know no author who possesses such power as is exhibited in these three volumes, No writer who can sustain such a calm, mental tone, and so deeply interest without having recourse to any startling expedients. From The first page to the last, it is stamped with vitality." – Weekly Chronicle.

  "One of the most powerful domestic romances which have been published for many years; full of youthful vigour, of freshness and originality, of nervous diction, and concentrated interest. It is a book to make the pulses gallop and the heart beat, and to fill the eyes with tears. It is a book with a great heart in it." – Atlas.

  "Of all the novels we have read for years this is the most striking, and we may add the most interesting. Its style as well as its characters are unhackneyed, perfectly fresh and life-like. It is thoroughly English. The story is artistically managed, the characters boldly and vigorously drawn, and the whole calculated to interest and enchain the reader." – Economist.

  "The autobiography of 'Jane Eyre' is simply the development of a human mind: the growth, the strength, the restraint, direction, and subduing; the education and guidance, under formation, of a powerful intellect prompted by a strong will. The thread of the story is strung with pearls – pearls of thought and sentiment, and it winds round the reason and the affections. The reading of such a book as this is a healthful exercise." – Tablet.

  "Original, vigorous, edifying, and absorbingly interesting. – -Jerrold's Newspaper.

  "The characters introduced are strongly marked; the incidents are various, and of a kind which eiiiisl the sympathies: the style is fresh and vigorous, and thrilling interest is excited." – Morning Post. ,

  "An extraordinary book of its kind, and as truly of a most noble purpose, considerable originality, and high promise. It will be read by most people with pleasure, and laid down by all with regret." – Observer.

  "The fiction belongs to that school when; minute anatomy of the mind predominates over incidents; the last being made subordinate to description or the display of character. The book displays considerable skill in the plan, and great power." – Spectator.

  "For power of thought and expression we do not know its rival among modern productions. The tale is one of the heart, and the working out of a moral through the natural affections; it is the victory of mind over matter; the mastery of reason over feeling, without unnatural sacrifices. The story itself is unique. There is much to ponder over, rejoice over, and weep over, in its ably written pages." – Era.

  "One of the freshest and most genuine books which we have read for a long time. It is a domestic story, full of the most intense interest, and yet composed of The simplest materials, the worth of which consists in their truth." – Howitt's Journal.

  "This is one of the most notable domestic novels which have issued from the press for many years past. The style is bold, lucid, pungent; the incidents are varied, touching, romantic; the characterisation is ample, original, diversified: the moral sentiments are pure and healthy; and the whole work is calculated to rivet attention, to provoke sympathy, to make the heart bound and the brain pause." – -People's Journal.
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  MR G.P.E. JAMES'S LAST NOVEL.

  THE CONVICT.

  A TALE. BY G. P. R. JAMES, Esq. Three vols, post 8vo., price £1 1ls. 6d.

  "The volumes are well filled with incident; the sentiments are those of a reflective and well-constituted mind; there is a perpetual flow of invention in the conduct of the story; and It agreeably combines spirit of romance with a just delineation of social life and manners." – Britannia.

  "That novel reader must have an exorbitant appetite, who should complain of want of variety in this tale. It is crush-full of incidents, and presents changes of scene which bring the antipodes together. It is studded with effects, and has enough materials lor at least a couple of ordinary novels." – Atlas.

  "The plot is cleverly contrived, so as to arrest the attention of the reader unflaggingly, and to introduce a great variety of scenery, incident, and character. All the points of this excellently told tale are managed with a skilful hand. It is stirring, entertaining, and oftentimes affecting; and there are scenes, thoughts, descriptions, and traits of character, which, while they amuse, are valuable from their suggestive, elevating, and purifying tendency." – Morning Advertiser.

  A WHIM AND ITS CONSEQUENCES.

  In three vols, post 8vo., price £1 11s. 6d.

  "Full of talent, equal to the most touching pictures of human life, and descriptions of rich scenery – to the development of character, and to those minute touches of the pencil which prove great acuteness of observation, and a peculiar tact in illuminating a whole subject by a brilliant stroke of nature and art." – Literary Gazette.

  "One of the most brilliant fictions the season has produced. The author's style is angularly vigorous and graphic. Whether he attempts humour or pathos, the author is equally happy in rousing the sympathies of his readers." – Critic.

  "The story is worked out with such remarkable dramatic powers as fairly to fascinate the reader. It is a perfect piece of legal romance." – Atlas.

  HARDEN HALL; or, THREE PROPOSALS.

  Edited by the Hon. F – – -B – – -. Three vols, post 8vo., price £1 11s. 6d.

  "The writer appears to be well acquainted with the circles he describes. The leading characters are drawn with considerable force and skill." – Literary Gazette.

  "A very pleasantly written, amusing, cleverly conducted, fashionable novel. The chief persons of the story are strongly conceived, ably pourtrayed, and preserved in excellent keeping throughout. The scenes of fashionable life, loo, are sketched with more than usual vividness of style." – Naval and Military Gazette.

  LECTURES ON. THE HISTORY AND PRINCIPLES OF ANCIENT COMMERCE.

  By J. W. GILBART, Esq. F. R. S. Post 8vo, price 7s. 6d. cloth.

  "Full of practical intelligence and sound reasoning." – Literary Gazette.

  "An able and very readable compendium." – Spectator.

  "A work useful to students of political economy, and interesting to the general reader." – Economist.

  "Mr. Gilbart writes forcibly and well, and has collected together a mass of useful information, well digested and lucidly arranged." – Morning Post.

  "This volume contains much valuable information, rendered more interesting by a Wise deduction of sound principles." – Jerrold's Newspaper.

 Page 166
  QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS:

  Suggested by a Consideration of some of the Arrangements and Relations of Social Life; being a Sequel to the "Outlines of Social Economy" by the same Author. Foolscap 8vo. price 2s. 6d. half-bound.

  "The author of these various manuals of the social sciences has the art of statins clearly the abstruse points of political economy and metaphysics, and making them level to every understanding. His book gives a fair, concise, and clear view of all the important questions of political economy, and is admirably well calculated to introduce students to more formal works." – Economist.

  VIEWS OF KOT KANGRA:

  Representing the Passage of the British Force under Brigadier Wheeler C. B., to whom the Fortress surrendered; with Portrait of Soondur Singh, Killadar of the Fort. Coloured facsimiles of six original drawings made on the Spot by Lieut.-Col. JACK, 30th Regt. N. I., with Descriptions. Colombier, in a Portfolio. Price Two Guineas.

  SERMONS,

  Preached at the Foundling Hospital; with others preached in St. Stephen's, Walbrook. By the Rev. GEORGE CROLY, LL. D. One vol. 8vo, price 10s. 6d. cloth.

  THE HAMPDEN CONTROVERSY.

  A Concise History of the Hampden Controversy, from the Commencement in 1832 to the present time. With Extracts showing the tendency of the Bampton Lectures delivered by Dr. Hampden, and Copies of all the Documents that have appeared on the subject. By the Rev. HENRY CHRISTMAS, M. A., F. R. S., F. S. A., &c. &c. 8vo. price 4s. 6d. boards.

  SCRIPTURAL EPITAPHS.

  A Selection of Passages from Scripture suitable for Christian Epitaphs. Price 2s. 6d. cloth lettered. An edition on large paper, price 4s. cloth.

  "This is a highly useful and much wanted work, bringing into one view all the passages in Holy Writ that can be deemed applicable to the faith and hope of departed spirits, or the love of the survivors. The inscriptions are all brief, and most judiciously selected." – Nottingham Mercury.

  "The work is appropriately 'got up,' each page representing a monumental slab, the Epitaphs being printed in black letter." – Bath Herald.

  REASON, REVELATION, AND FAITH;

  SOME FEW THOUGHTS BY A BENGAL CIVILIAN. 12mo, price 5s. cloth.
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  LATEST ACCOUNT OF THE NEW ZEALANDERS.

  LIFE AND SCENES IN AUSTRALIA AND NEW ZEALAND.

  Being an Artist's impressions of Countries and People at the Antipodes. By GEORGE FRENCH ANGAS, Esq. Second edition, in two vols, post 8vo., with numerous Illustrations, price 24s. cloth.

  "These volumes are the production of an intelligent and pains-taking traveller, who spent considerable time amongst the aborigines of Australia and of New Zealand, under circumstances peculiarly favourable to an accurate observation of their habits and character. Mr. Angas's volumes are enriched with numerous illustrations, and are eminently worthy of the confidence of readers. They bear the impress of truth, are the reductions of an observant and intelligent mind, and will do more to familiarize our countrymen with the scenery and natives of the colonies described, than any other work with which we arc acquainted." – Eclectic Review.

  "The graphic style of the writing, and the high artistical character of the embellishments, bear out the description of these volumes in the title. The author has seen everything with an artist's eye, and recorded it with an artist's pen." – Church of England Quarterly.

  "Mr. Angas writes as an artist; and he does not write the worse for that. We can see what he sees, because he understands the art of word-painting. All that he writes is eminently objective. There is an individuality in his descriptions which brings the scene or the person vividly before our eyes. It is nature – it is life – that is presented to us." – Atlas.

  "Mr. Angas is just such an explorator, observer, and artist as we could wish to send out to any part of the world, civilised or uncivilised, of which we wished to have a fair description. Now Australia and New Zealand, of which so much has been written, are, as regards the pencil, almost undescribed countries, while they present, in the novel aspects of nature, much to interest, and as the field of colonization, appeal to deeper feelings than those of mere curiosity. * * The whole work is full of entertainment." – Patriot.

  "Mr. Angas has evidently a passion for travelling, and nature has, in many ways, fitted him for this arduous pursuit. His style is joyous and readable, and we know not when we have read two volumes containing so much that is new and interesting." – Jerrold's Magazine.

  "These are two volumes of good artistical description, with much of finer staple than the title-page promises. Mr. Angas observed nature in the Southern hemisphere with a painter's eye, and has thrown much poetical feeling into his impressions of it." – Morning Chronicle.

  "He has not the bias or coarseness of many who have gone out to the antipodes; he has a better taste, in some sense a more cultivated mind, and is lifted above the atmosphere of Colonial partizanship." – Spectator.

  "After a careful reading of these two volumes, we pronounce them, without any hesitation, to afford on the whole the most faithful pictures of savage life in Australia and New Zealand yet published." – Weekly Chronicle.

  "Mr. Angas has happily shown the present state of the countries he has seen; and we rill venture to say that his experience amongst the inhabitants of New Zealand extends further than that of any adventurer who may have preceded him." – Douglas Jerrold's Weekly Newspaper.

  ACCOUNT OF THE ASSAMESE.

  SKETCH OF THE ASSAMESE.

  With some Account of the Hill Tribes. By an OFFICER in the Hon. East India Company's Service. One vol. 8vo., with 16 Coloured Plates, a Map, and several Woodcuts, price 14s. cloth extra, or 20s. elegantly bound in calf.
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  MR. JAMES'S NEW NOVELS AND. ROMANCES.

  RUSSELL: A TALE OF THE RYE-HOUSE PLOT.

  By O. P. R. JAMES, Esq. 3 vols, post 8vo. (Just ready. )

  THE CASTLE OF EHRENSTEIN:

  Its Lords Spiritual and Temporal; its Inhabitants Earthly and Unearthly. By G. P. R. JAMES, Esq. Author of "Heidelberg," "The Stepmother," "The Smuggler," &c. &c. In 3 vols, post 8vo. price 1l. 11s. 6d.

  "This is undoubtedly one of the very best of Mr. James's Novels. The interest never flags throughout. It gives a most vivid picture of old German Chivalry." – Weekly Chronicle.

  "We know not when we have been more – or indeed so much – gratified by the perusal of a work of fiction. It presents a great variety of well and strongly drawn characters. * * * We doubt whether Mr. James were ever more successful." – Naval and Military Gazette.

  "This Romance is the best which its author has produced for a long time. It will prove very popular at the libraries." – Critic.

  "We have a notion that this will prove the most permanently popular of all Mr. James's Novels, for it is compounded of those materials which delight all novel readers." – John Hull.

  "Mr. James has laid the scene of this tale of the 15th century, on the banks of the Rhine. Admirable descriptions supply pictures of the period, such as the author can draw so well; he realizes the superstitions of that age, and fills the dreaded unknown as vividly as the actual and familiar of customary existence." – Literary Gazette.

  HEIDELBERG:

  A Romance. By G. P. R. JAMES, Esq. Three vols, post 8vo. price 1l 11s. 6d.

  THE STEP-MOTHER.

  By G. P. R. JAMES. Esq. In 3 vols, post 8vo. price 1l. 11s. 6d.

  ARRAH NEIL; or, TIMES OF OLD.

  By G. P. R. JAMES, Esq. Three vols, post 8vo. price 1l. 11s. 6d.

  THE SMUGGLER. 

  A Novel. By G. P. R. JAMES, Esq. Three vols. post 8vo. price 1l. 11s. 6d.

  ME. JAMES'S CHARLEMAGNE.

  THE HISTORY OF CHARLEMAGNE,

  With a SKETCH OF THE STATE AND HISTORY OF FRANCE, from the Fall of the Roman Empire to the Rise of the Carlovingian Dynasty. By G. P. R. JAMES, Esq. A new edition, in demy 8vo. price 12s. cloth.
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  LEIGH HUNT'S SELECTIONS FROM THE ENGLISH POETS,

  EXEMPLIFYING!

  I. IMAGINATION AND FANCY. II. WIT AND HUMOUR.

  Bound in cloth, with gilt edges, price 10s. 6d. each.

  Each volume is complete in itself, and preceded by an Essay illustrative of the qu respectively exemplified in the selections; the best passages are marked and commented upon, and each author is characterized.

  In "IMAGINATION AND FANCY," Mr. Leigh Hunt has given an answer to the question "What is Poetry?" in an Essay that forms an Introduction to the whole range of poetical invention; one region of which – the purely imaginative and fanciful – is investigated in a spirit of critical and genial enjoyment.

  "WIT AND HUMOUR" is prefaced by an illustrative Essay, exemplifying the various modes in which these qualities have been manifested in Prose and Poetry.

  Opinions of the Press on WIT AND HUMOUR.

  "The design of this delightful scries extends beyond a collection of elegant extracts, while it combines the best features of such collections. The two volumes already published are precisely the books one would wish to carry for companionship on a journey, or to have at hand when tired of work, or at a loss what to do for want of it. They are selections of some of the best things some of our best authors have said, accompanied with short but delicate expositions and enforcements of their beauties. They are truly most genial, agreeable, and social books." – Examiner.

  "This is really a delightful volume, forming a proper complement and companion to its predecessor on 'Imagination and Fancy.' Each of them gives us the best passages of the best writers, in their respective kinds, illustrated by one who will himself leave no mean remembrance to posterity, in the spirit of genial criticism, informed by a delicate faculty of discrimination. What more could literary epicures desire?" – Morning Chronicle.

  "If we were to choose the subject and the author of a fireside book for the long winter evenings, we should certainly call some such volume as this into existence. The reader will look for exquisite things in this book, and he will find a great deal more than he looks for in the prodigal resources opened up in its pages. It is the very essence of the sunniest qualities from English poets." – Atlas.

  "There is something genial in the very title of this volume; and it does not belie its title. 'Wit and Humour,' forms a pendant to 'Imagination and Fancy,' by the same author. A like design is embodied in both works. The book is at once exhilarating and suggestive: it may charm frivolous minds into Wisdom, and austere ones into mirth." – Athenaeum.

  Opinions of the Press on IMAGINATION AND FANCY.

  "This volume is handsomely printed, and beautifully, bound in a new style of exquisite delicacy and richness. In external beauty 'Imagination and Fancy' equals any gift-books that have appeared; and it will form a more enduring memorial than any other volume that might be selected as a gift for the coming season." – Spectator.

  "This is a Christmas gift, worth half a dozen of the Annuals put together, and at half the cost of one of them. We have often wished for such a book, and in our aspiration, the name of Leigh Hunt has ever presented itself as that of the man above all others qualified to do justice to so charming a subject." – Morning Chronicle.

  "The volume is, we trust, the precursor of many more, which will complete and do justice to The plan. The series so completed would be the best 'elegant extracts' in the language." – Examiner.

  "This is a charming volume: both externally and internally it is most attractive." – Atlas.

  "It is a book that every one who has a taste must have, and every one who has not should have in order to acquire one." – Jerrold's Magazine.

  "This book is tastefully got up, and we should think better of the house where we saw a well-read copy of it lying about." – Tail's Magazine.

  "These illustrations of 'Imagination and Fancy' are distinguished by great critical sagacity, and a remarkable appreciation of those qualities." – Herald.

  The Third Volume of this Series, illustrative of

  "ACTION AND PASSION,"

  Will appear in the Autumn.
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  THE OXFORD GRADUATE ON ART.

  "MODERN PAINTERS."

  VOLUME THE FIRST. By A GRADUATE OF OXFORD. A New Edition, revised by the Author, being the Third. In imperial 8vo., price 18s. cloth. SECOND VOLUME OF "MODERN PAINTERS."

  Treating of the IMAGINATIVE AND THEORETIC FACULTIES. By a GRADUATE OF OXFORD. In one volume, imperial 8vo., price 10s. 6d. cloth.

  "We are prepared emphatically to declare, that this work is the most valuable contribution towards a proper view of painting, its purpose and means, that has come within our knowledge." – Foreign Quarterly Review.

  "A work distinguished by an enlightened style of criticism, new to English readers, and by the profound observation of nature displaced by the author." – Dublin University Magazine.

  "This is the production of a highly gifted mind, one who has evidently bestowed time and labour to obtain a practical knowledge of the fine arts, and who writes eloquently, feelingly, and fearlessly." – Polytechnic Review.

  "It has seldom been our lot to take up a work more admirably conceived and written than this beautiful and elaborate essay. To a perfect idea of the scope of the inquiry, and a mastery of all the technicalities required for its due treatment, the Graduate unites considerable metaphysical power, extent of philosophical and scientific knowledge, a clear and manly style of expression, and no inconsiderable command of humour and satire." – Atlas.

  "A very extraordinary and delightful book, full of truth and goodness, of power and beauty. This remarkable work contains more true philosophy, – more information of a strictly scientific kind, – more original thought and exact observation of nature, – more enlightened and serious enthusiasm, and more eloquent writing than it would be easy to match, not merely in works of its own class, but in those of any class whatever." – North British Review.

  "A generous and impassioned review of the works of living painters: a hearty and earnest work, full of deep thought, and developing great and striking truths in art. The work, as a whole, commands our admiration. It lays before us the deeply studied reflections of a devout worshipper of nature – of one thoroughly imbued with the love of truth." – British Quarterly Review.

  OUTLINES OF SOCIAL ECONOMY,

  Written specially with a view to inculcate upon the rising generation the three great duties of Social Life:

  1st. To strive to be self-supporting – not to be a burthen upon Society. 

  2nd. To avoid making any engagements, explicit or implied, whether with persons now living or yet to be born, for the due performance of which there is no reasonable prospect.

  3rd. To make such use of all superior advantages, whether of knowledge, skill, or wealth, as to promote to the utmost the general happiness of mankind.

  Foolscap 8vo., price Is. 6d. half-bound.

  *** The Publishers have instructions to supply to National Schools, British and Foreign Schools, and to all schools supported by Voluntary Contributions, a limited number of copies, at 6d. each.

  OUTLINES OF THE HISTORY AND FORMATION OF THE UNDERSTANDING.

  By the AUTHOR OF "OUTLINES OF SOCIAL ECONOMY." 1 vol. foolscap 8vo. price 2s. half bound.
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  THE JESUITS IN ENGLAND.

  THE NOVITIATE; or, THE JESUIT IN TRAINING.

  Being A YEAR AMONG THE ENGLISH JESUITS: a Personal Narrative. By ANDREW STEINMETZ. Second Edition, with Memoir and Portrait of the Author. In one vol. post 8vo. price 7s. 6d. bound in cloth.

  "This is a remarkable book – a revealer of secrets, and full of materials for thought. .... It is written with every appearance of strict and honourable truthfulness. It describes, with a welcome minuteness, the daily, nightly, hourly occupations of the Jesuit Novitiates at Stonyhurst, their religious exercises and manners, in private and together; and depicts, with considerable acuteness and power, the conflicts of an intelligent, susceptible, honest-purposed spirit, while passing through such a process. If our readers should be disposed to possess themselves of this volume, it will be their own fault if the reading of it be profitless." – British Quarterly Review.

  "This is as singular a book of its kind as has appeared since Blanco White's Letters of Doblado, with the advantage of dealing with the Jesuits in England, instead of Popery in Spain.....It will be found a very curious work." – Spectator.

  "If it be desirable to know what is that mode of training by which the Jesuit system prepares its novices for their duties, this is the book to inform us, for it is a chronicle of actual experience... The work of Mr Steinmetz is throughout marked by great fairness,... he neither conceals nor exaggerates; a spirit of candour pervades the whole narrative.... Could we know the experience of other novices, we should find that all have undergone, with more or less intensity, the process so vividly described in this volume.... It is written in an extremely animated style. The author's thoughts are original, and the passages relating to his personal history and feelings are agreeably introduced, and add to the interest of his narrative. It is a sufficient proof of his accuracy, that, though the Jesuits have many pens in this country, not one has been hardy enough to impugn a sentence of his statements." – Britannia.

  "Mr. Steinmetz writes a most singular and interesting account of the Jesuit seminary, and his way of life there.... He seems to be a perfectly honest and credible informer, and his testimony may serve to enlighten many a young devotional aspirant who is meditating 'submission' to Rome, and the chain and scourge systems. There is nothing in the least resembling invective in the volume" – Morning Chronicle.

  "At a time when Jesuitism seems to be rising once more, any work on this subject comes very opportunely. How the writer became a member of this mysterious body gives a key to the character of the man himself, and the spirit of his book... This narrative is well written, and as interesting as we expected." – Weekly Chronicle.

  "The work has all the interest of a romance, and yet we do not believe that any portion of it is fictitious.... The author writes well, and evinces a strong and disciplined mind. The picture he draws of Jesuitism is a fearful one. The reader will find abundant matter for grave consideration in this most singular and sinking volume." – John Bull.

  "A more remarkable work it has seldom been our fortune to peruse. We hear and read much of the Quietism and Passive Obedience inculcated amongst the Jesuit body; but here we become personal spectators of these principles in action.... Mr. Steinmetz appears to be a most remarkable character. He may be received as an unbiassed witness.... We repeat it, Mr. Steinmetz's book is most valuable; earnest and truthful in its tone, and extremely interesting in its detail." – New Quarterly Review.

  THE JESUIT IN THE FAMILY.

  A Tale. By ANDREW STEINMETZ. In one vol. post 8vo. price 9s. cloth.

  "A well-written and powerful novel, constructed for the development of Jesuit practices, and to show the Jesuit in action. The interest in some parts is intensely wrought up. Mr. Steinmetz has produced a work of no ordinary character, full of talent and lull of interest." – John Bull.

  "Remarkable for force of ideas and originality of style. * * * The narrative is dramatic, both in construction and language, and marked with great vivacity. In the conduct of the story and action of the personages, Mr. Steinmetz shows that he has closely studied human life, and profited by his observations. Indeed, we recollect no recent fiction that gives a more acute exposition of the varieties of individual character." – Britannia.
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  FIRST SERIES OF TALES OF THE COLONIES.

  TALES OF THE COLONIES; OR, THE ADVENTURES OF AN EMIGRANT.

  By CHARLES ROWCROFT, Esq., a late Colonial Magistrate. The Fifth Edition. In foolscap 8vo., price 6s. cloth.

  "'Tales of the Colonies' is an able and interesting book. The author has the first great requisite in fiction – a knowledge of the life he undertakes to describe; and his matter is solid and real." Spectator.

  "This is a book, as distinguished from one of the bundles of waste paper in three divisions, calling themselves 'novels.'" – -athenaeum.

  "The narration has a deep and exciting interest. No mere romance, no mere fiction, however skilfully imagined or powerfully executed, can surpass it. The work to which it bears the nearest similitude is Robinson Crusoe, and it is scarcely, if at all inferior to that extraordinary history." – John Bull.

  "Since the time of Robinson Crusoe, literature has produced nothing like these 'Tales of the Colonies.'" – Metropolitan Magazine.

  ".... Romantic literature does not supply instances of wonderful escape more marvellous.... The book is manifestly a mixture of fact and fiction, vet it gives, we have every reason to believe, a true picture of a settler's life in that country; and is thickly interspersed with genuine and useful information." Chambers's Edinburgh Journal.

  "The contents of the first volume surpass in interest many of the novels of Sir Walter Scott." – Westminster Review.

  "An exceedingly lively and interesting narrative, which affords a more striking view of the habits of emigrant colonial life than all the regular treatises, statistical returns, and even exploratory tours which we have read.... It combines the fidelity of truth with the spirit of a romance, and has altogether so much of De Foe in its character and composition, that whilst we run we learn, and, led along by the variety of the incidents, become real ideal settlers in Van Diemen's Land." – Literary Gazette.

  SECOND SERIES OF TALES OF THE COLONIES,

  THE BUSHRANGER OF VAN DIEMEN'S LAND.

  By C. ROWCROFT, Esq., Author of "Tales of the Colonies." In 3 vols, post 8vo. price 1l. 11s. 6d.

  "These volumes have the same qualities that gained so much popularity for the Author's previous work 'Tales of the Colonies.' No one has depicted colonial life, as manifested in the settlements of Australia, with so much vigour and truth as Mr. Rowcroft. He rather seems to be a narrator of actual occurrences than an inventor of imaginary ones. His characters, his manners, and his scenes are all real. He has been compared to De Foe, and the comparison is just." – Britannia. '

  "These volumes form a second series of 'Tales of the Colonies,' and the pages are marked by the same vigorous and graphic pen which procured such celebrity for the first series. The interest, generally well sustained throughout, is occasionally of the most absorbing and thrilling kind. Altogether, there is a freshness about these volumes which brings them out in strong contrast to the vapid productions with which the press is teeming." – Globe.

  "The story contains all the merits of the 'Tales of the Colonies' as regards style; being simple and Crusoite, if we might use the term, in its narrative. Mr. Rowcroft possesses invention to an extraordinary degree, in the manner in which he manages the escapes of the bushranger, – and he produces, by the simplest incidents, most interesting scenes; – pictures of nature and of a society totally different from anything to be found elsewhere." – Weekly Chronicle.

  FANNY THE LITTLE MILLINER; OR, THE RICH AND THE POOR.

  By Charles ROWCROFT, Esq. In one vol. 8vo., handsomely bound in cloth gilt, with Plates, price 14s. The twelve parts may be had separately, price 1s. each, sewed.
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  AGRICULTURAL IMPROVEMENT.

  THE FARMER'S FRIEND. A Periodical Record of Recent Discoveries, Improvements, and Practical Suggestions in Agriculture. One volume, post 8vo. price 7s. 6d. cloth. 

  "This may emphatically be called "The Farmer's Friend." It is one of the most valuable and complete farming books that has been published, and ought to be in the hands of every farmer." – Sunderland Times.

  "Decidedly one of the most useful books: a really excellent work." – Cumberland Pacquet.

  "A more valuable and important addition to the book shelf of the English yeoman can scarcely be made." – Nottingham Mercury.

  "A most excellent work." – Cambridge Advertiser.

  "We recommend this work to every farmer." – Bridgewater Times.

  "This admirable work every practical farmer in the land should have in his possession." – Cheltenham Journal.

  "A cheap and sterling work." – Oxford Herald.

  "The best adjunct to the farmer." – Kentish Observer.

  THE INDIAN MEAL BOOK:

  Comprising the best American Receipts for the various Preparations of that excellent Article. By ELIZA LESLIE, of Philadelphia; Author of "American Domestic Cookery;" "The House Book;" "Seventy -five Receipts;" "French Cookery;" &c. &c. Second Edition. Foolscap 8vo. sewed in a wrapper, price 1s. 6d. 

  "Next to the corn itself, we cannot conceive a more acceptable present to the poor of any neighbourhood, either individually or in parochial libraries, than Miss Leslie's work. It is very simple, and embraces recipes for every purpose to which maize is put in the United States, and therefore cannot but add to the comfort of the too limited table of the labouring man." – Indian News.

  "This little volume contains about sixty receipts for different preparations of Indian meal, and all of which may be found useful in the threatened dearth. Maize, or Indian corn, is now admitted to be the best and most available substitute for the potato." – Economist.

  A FAMILIAR EXPLANATION OF THE ART OF ASSAYING GOLD AND SILVER;

  And its bearing upon the Interests of the Public demonstrated; with considerations on the Importance of the Pix Jury; a Review of the past and present state of the Goldsmiths' Trade; and a Table, showing the mixture and sterling value per ounce of every quality of Gold that can be alloyed. By JAMES H. WATHERSTON, Goldsmith. 12mo., price 3s. 6d. cloth. __________

  REV. H. MACKENZIE'S COMMENTARY.

  COMMENTARY ON THE HOLY GOSPELS,

  Arranged according to the Table OF Lessons for Daily Service; designed for Family Reading. By the Rev. HENRY MACKENZIE, M. A., of Pembroke College, Oxford; Incumbent of Great Yarmouth. 8vo., price 7s. 6d. cloth; or in Five Parts, at 1s 3d. each.

  ON THE SITE OF THE HOLY SEPULCHRE.

  With a Map of Jerusalem. By GEORGE FINLAY, Esq., K. R. G., Author of "Greece under the Romans." In 8vo., price 1s. 6d. sewed.

  A NARRATIVE OF THE RECOVERY OF H. M. S. GORGON.

  (CHARLES HOTHAM, Esq. Captain), Stranded in the Bay of Monte Video, May 10, 1844. By Astley Cooper Key, Commander, R. N. (late Lieut, of H. M. S. Gorgon. ) 1 vol. 8vo. with numerous Plates. Price 7s. 6d. cloth.
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  MR. PRIDHAM'S ACCOUNT OF THE COLONIES.

  ENGLAND'S COLONIAL EMPIRE.

  An HISTORICAL, POLITICAL, and STATISTICAL ACCOUNT of the BRITISH EMPIRE, its COLONIES and DEPENDENCIES. By CHARLES PRIDHAM, Esq., B. A., Member of the Royal Geographical Society, &c.

  VOLUME I. – Comprising THE MAURITIUS AND ITS DEPENDENCIES.

  "The first volume of a work intended to completely exhibit England's Colonial Empire. The author is Mr. Pridham, who, in a modest preface, apologises for having at so early an age undertaken so gigantic a task. The first volume, however, shows no lack of either ability, research, or knowledge. It is occupied with an excellent account of the Mauritius, divided into four parts: the first part gives its history from its discovery by the Portuguese to the present time; the second describes its inhabitants, and their institutions and states; the third its physical features and natural productions; and the fourth its industry, commerce, and government. Ample information is given on all these heads, and regarding the extent of the author's design, and the evidence he gives of the requisite qualification to carry it out satisfactorily, we make no doubt that his work will be a valuable addition to the history and geography of our colonial empire. The present volume is complete in itself." – Britannia.

  "This is the first volume of what promises to be an important national work. The instalment now before us is brimful of valuable and interfiling information, making up by far the most complete account of Mauritius which has yet been given to the world. The author has the qualifications necessary to the due fulfilment of the task which he has set himself. He is patient and pains-taking, accurate and impartial." – Atlas.

  "This is the first volume of a series, which we hope to see completed in the spirit which the task has been undertaken. As a whole, we are hound to say, that the book is a standard one, and that 'England's Colonial Empire' has met with a chronicler of zeal, industry, and ability." – Colonial Gazette.

  "There is no other such description of the Mauritius extant. The author has not only consulted the best, and perhaps all the authorities, but he has added information of his own, apparently gathered on the spot." – Economist.

  THE COMMUNICATIONS BETWEEN EUROPE AND INDIA THROUGH EGYPT,

  Considered in relation to the Political and Commercial Interests of Great Britain, and the Policy of France. By GEORGE FINLAY, Esq., K. R. G., Author of "Greece under the Romans-" – In 8vo., price 2s. 6d 

  "A well-written and very interesting pamphlet on a subject of immense interest to the government and people of Britain, and one on which, we are afraid, sufficient attention has not been bestowed by the authorities in this country." – Cumberland Pacquet.

  CLINICAL ILLUSTRATIONS OF THE DISEASES OF INDIA: As Exhibited in the MEDICAL HISTORY OF A BODY OF EUROPEAN SOLDIERS, for a Series of Years from their Arrival in that Country. By WILLIAM GEDDES, M. D., Member of the Royal Medical Society of Edinburgh, and the Medical and Physical Society of Calcutta, and late Surgeon of the Madras European Regiment. In one vol. 8vo. Price 16s. cloth.

  "It is hardly possible to conceive a more complete medical history than the one furnished by Dr. Geddes. He has conferred an inestimable benefit upon medical science; and no practitioner who regards either his interest or his duty can be without the book." – Indian News. 

  "To the medical officers in India, and especially to those about to proceed thither, this will be found a valuable book of reference, and well merits to be included in the list of works with which officers are required to provide themselves on joining the service." – British and Foreign Medical Review.

  "We strongly recommend every medical man going to the East Indies to have a copy of it at his side, as affording an excellent pattern for him to follow in the accumulation and arrangement of his observations when engaged in practice. Dr. Geddes has done for the symptoms of the diseases which he describes what Louis has done for the microscopic phenomena of fever." – Medico-Chirurgical Review.

  "The leading characters of this volume are great precision and accuracy. This work must be referred to as a source of correct information on most questions relating to the diseases prevalent among Europeans in India." – Edinburgh Medical and Surgical Journal,

  "The book will be valuable to every future practitioner as a means of knowing the success of certain methods of treating the diseases of India; and the student will find in it a minute description of those diseases which he is most likely to meet, should he be destined to serve in the East." – Lancet.
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  Scientific Works Illustrated

 COMPLETION OF SIR JOHN HERSCHEL'S SURVEY OF THE HEAVENS.

  RESULTS OF ASTRONOMICAL OBSERVATIONS,

  Made during the years 1834, 5, 6, 7, 8, at the Cape of Good Hope; being the completion of a Telescopic Survey of the whole surface of the visible Heavens, commenced in 1825. By Sir JOHN HERSCHEL. Bart., K. H., M. A., D. C. L., F. R. S., L. & E., Hon. M. R. I. A., P. R. A. S., F. G. S., M. C. U. P. S., &c. &c. &c. 

 In 1 vol. royal 4to., with 18 Plates, price Four Guineas.

  UNDER THE AUSPICES OF H. M. GOVERNMENT, AND OF THE HON. THE COURT OF DIRECTORS OF THE EAST INDIA COMPANY.

  FAUNA ANTIQUA SIVALENSIS,

  THE FOSSIL ZOOLOGY OF THE SEWALIK HILLS, in the North of India. By HUGH FALCONER, M. D., F. R S., F. L. S., F. G. S., Member of the Asiatic Society of Bengal, and of the Royal Asiatic Society; of the Bengal Medical Service, and late Superintendent of the H. E. I. C. Botanic Garden at Saharunpoor: and PROBY T. CAUTLEY, F. G. S., Major in the Bengal Artillery, Member of the Asiatic Society of Bengal, &c. Edited by Dr. HUGH FALCONER. The Fossil Bones, drawn from nature and on stone, by G. H. FORD, and Assistants.

  Plan of Publication. – The work will appear in about Twelve Parts, to be published at intervals of four months; each Part containing from Twelve to Fifteen folio Plates. The descriptive Letterpress will be printed in royal octavo. Price of each Part, one Guinea. – Part I. contains Proboscidea. – Parts II. and III., containing the continuation of Proboscidea, will be published shortly. Prospectuses of the Work may be obtained of the Publishers.

  "A work of immense labour and research.....Nothing has ever appeared in lithography in this country at all comparable to these plates; and as regards the representations of minute osseous texture, by Mr. Ford, they are perhaps the most perfect that have yet been produced in any country.... The work has commenced with the Elephant group, in which the authors say 'is most signally displayed the numerical richness of forms which characterises the Fossil Fauna of India;' and the first chapter relates to the Proboscidea – Elephant and Mastodon. The authors have not restricted themselves to a description of the Sewalik Fossil forms, but they propose to trace the affinities, and institute an arrangement of all the well-determined species in the family. They give a brief historical sketch of the leading opinions which have been entertained by palaeontologists respecting the relations of the Mastodon and Elephant to each other, and of the successive steps in the discovery of new forms which have led to the modifications of these opinions. They state that the results to which they themselves have been conducted, lead them to differ on certain points from the opinions most commonly entertained at the present day, respecting the fossil species of Elephant and Mastodon." – Address of the President of the Geological Society of London, 20th Feb. 1846.
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  WORKS RECENTLY PUBLISHED AND IN PROGRESS UNDER THE AUTHORITY OF THE LORDS COMMISSIONERS OF THE ADMIRALTY.

  *** In order to secure to science the full advantage of Discoveries in Natural History, the Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty's Treasury have been pleased to make a liberal grant of money towards defraying part of the expenses of the following important publications. They have, in consequence, been undertaken on a scale worthy of the high patronage thus received, and are offered to the public at a much lower price than would otherwise have been possible.

  I.

  ILLUSTRATIONS OF THE ZOOLOGY OF SOUTH AFRICA.

  Comprising all the new species of Quadrupeds, Birds, Reptiles, and Fishes, obtained during the Expedition fitted out by "The Cape of Good Hope Association for exploring Central Africa," in the years 1834, 1835, and 1836, with Letterpress Descriptions, and a Summary of African Zoology. By ANDREW SMITH, M. D., Surgeon to the Forces, and Director of the Expedition. In Royal Quarto Parts, price 10s. and 12s. each, containing on an average ten beautifully coloured Engravings, with descriptive Letterpress. Twenty-four Parts are now published.

  IX. THE ZOOLOGY OF THE VOYAGE OF H. M. S. SULPHUR,

  Under the Command of Captain Sir Edward Belcher, R. N., C. B. F. R. G. S., &c. Edited and Superintended by RICHARD BRINSLEY HINDS, Esq., Surgeon R. N., attached to the Expedition.

  Among the countries visited by the "Sulphur," and which in the present state of science are invested with more particular interest, may be mentioned the Californias, Columbia River, the North-west coast of America, the Feejee Group (a portion of the Friendly Islands), New Zealand, New Ireland, New Guinea, China, and Madagascar.

  In Royal Quarto Parts, price 10s. each, with beautifully coloured Plates.

  THIS WORK IS NOW COMPLETE, and may be had in sewed Parts, price 51., or in half-russia, or cloth binding, at a small addition to the price. – Parts I. and II. contain Mammalia, by J. E. GRAY, Esq., F. R. S. – Parts III. and IV. Birds, by J. GOULD, Esq., F. L. S. – Parts V., IX., and X. Fish, by J. RICHARDSON, M. D., F. R. S. – Parts VI., VII., and VIII. Shells, by R. B. HINDS, Esq.

  III. THE BOTANY OF THE VOYAGE OF H. M. S. SULPHUR,

  Under the Command of Captain Sir EDWARD BELCHER, R. N., C. B. F. R. G. S., &c, during the years 1836 – 42. Edited and Superintended by Richard Brinsley Hinds, Esq., Surgeon R. N., attached to the Expedition. The Botanical Descriptions by George Bentham, Esq.

  THIS WORK IS NOW COMPLETE, and may be had in six sewed Parts, price 3l., or in half-russia, or cloth binding, at a small addition to the price.
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  PUBLISHED WITH THE APPROVAL OF THE LORDS COMMISSIONERS OF HER MAJESTY'S TREASURY.

  GEOLOGICAL OBSERVATIONS MADE DURING THE VOYAGE OF H. M. S. BEAGLE,

  Under the Command of CAPTAIN FITZROY, R. N.

  Part I. – On Coral Formations.

  By CHARLES DARWIN, M. A., F. R. S., Sec. G. S., &c. Demy 8vo., with Plates and Woodcuts, price 15s. in cloth.

  Part II. – On the Volcanic Islands of the Atlantic and Pacific Oceans.

  Together with a brief Notice of the Geology of the Cape of Good Hope, and of part of Australia. By CHARLES DARWIN, M. A., Esq. Price 10s. 6d. demy 8vo. cloth, with Map.

  Part III. – On the Geology of South America.

  By CHARLES DARWIN, M. A., Esq. Demy 8vo., with Map and Plates, price 12s. cloth.

  AN INQUIRY INTO THE NATURE AND COURSE OF STORMS IN THE INDIAN OCEAN,

  SOUTH OF THE EQUATOR; with a view of discovering their Origin, Extent, Rotatory Character, Rate and Direction of Progression, Barometrical Depression, and other concomitant phenomena; for the practical purpose of enabling ships to ascertain the proximity and relative position of Hurricanes; with suggestions on the means of avoiding them. By ALEXANDER THOM, Surgeon 86th Royal County Down Regiment. In one vol. 8vo., with Map and Plates, price 12s. cloth.

  "The work before us is most valuable to seamen.... Mr. Thom gives us the result of his observations at the Mauritius; a station which is peculiarly well adapted for observing the hurricanes of the Indian Ocean, the ravages of which seamen have annually experienced; and those observations, combined with the results obtained by indefatigable enquiry, have entitled him to the gratitude of seamen, who may now profit by them... Mr. Thom's theory is rational and philosophical, and to us it is most satisfactory.... There are important considerations for seamen in this work." – Nautical Magazine.

  "The author proceeds in strict accordance with the principles of inductive philosophy, and collects all his facts before he draw s his inferences or propounds a theory. His statements are so full and clear, and drawn from such simple sources, yet are so decisive in their tendency, that we think there can be no doubt he has established the rotatory action of storms. The practical application of his investigations are loo palpable to be missed." – Britannia.

  A DISSERTATION ON THE TRUE AGE OF THE EARTH,

  As Ascertained prom the Holy Scriptures. Containing a Review of the Opinions of Ancient and Modern Chronologers, including Usher, Hales, Clinton, and Cuninghame; and a Chronological Table of the Principal Epochs and Events in Sacred and Profane History, from the Creation to the Present Time. By PROFESSOR WALLACE. In demy 8vo., price 12s. cloth. 

  "It is learned and laborious." – Britannia.

  EXPERIMENTAL RESEARCHES, CHEMICAL AND AGRICULTURAL.

  Part I. contains – Carbon a Compound Body made by Plants, in quantities varying with the circumstances under which they are placed. – Part II. Decomposition of Carbon during the Putrefactive Fermentation. By ROBERT RIGG, F. R. S. In demy 8vo., price 7s. 6d.
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  ILLUSTRATED WORKS ON NATURAL HISTORY BY CAPTAIN THOMAS BROWN.

  ILLUSTRATIONS OF THE RECENT CONCHOLOGY OF GREAT BRITAIN AND IRELAND.

  With the Description and Localities of all the Species, – Marine, Land, and Fresh-Water. Drawn and Coloured from Nature, by CAPTAIN THOMAS BROWN, F. L. S., M. W. S., M. K. S., Member of the Manchester Geological Society. In one vol. royal 4to., illustrated with fifty-nine beautifully coloured Plates, price 63s. cloth.

  ILLUSTRATIONS OF THE FOSSIL CONCHOLOGY OF GREAT BRITAIN AND IRELAND.

  By CAPTAIN THOMAS BROWN, F. L. S. To be completed in about Thirty Numbers, each containing four Plates. Royal 4to., price 3s. coloured, and 2s. plain.

  Twenty-eight Numbers have appeared, and the work will soon be completed.

  ILLUSTRATIONS OF THE GENERA OF BIRDS.

  Embracing their Generic Characters, with Sketches of their Habits, By CAPTAIN THOMAS BROWN, F. L. S. Now publishing in Numbers, royal 4to., each containing four Plates, price 3s. coloured. Part I. is just completed, price 30s. cloth.

  THE ELEMENTS OF FOSSIL CONCHOLOGY;

  According to the Arrangement of LAMARCK; with the newly-established Genera of other Authors. By CAPTAIN THOMAS BROWN, F. L. S. With twelve Plates, fcap. 8vo., price 5s. cloth.

  ALPHABETICAL LIST OF THE SHELLS OF GREAT BRITAIN AND IRELAND;

  Embracing the Nomenclature of LAMARCK, GRAY, TURTON, and BROWN, for the purpose of effecting exchanges and naming collections. On a sheet, price 1*.
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  Miscellaneous

  THE DUTIES OF JUDGE ADVOCATES,

  Compiled from HER MAJESTY'S and the HON. EAST INDIA COMPANY'S MILITARY REGULATIONS, and from the Works of various Writers on Military Law. By Captain R. M. HUGHES, 12th Regiment Bombay Army; Deputy Judge-Advocate General, Scinde Field Force. In one vol. post 8vo., price 7s. cloth.

  "Captain Hughes's little volume on this important subject will well supply the absence of that full and particular information which officers suddenly appointed to act as 'Deputy Judge Advocates' must have felt the want of, even though tolerably well versed in military law." – Spectator.

  "A professional vade-mecum, relating to most important duties, and executed in the ablest manner. We consider this, the only complete separate treatise on the subject, to be one of great value, and deserving the study of every British officer." – Lit. Gazette.

  "This book is a digest as well as a compilation, and may be emphatically called 'The Hand-Book of Military Justice.'" – Atlas.

  "We recommend the work to every British officer." – Army and Navy Register.

  THE NOTE-BOOK OF A NATURALIST.

  By E. P. THOMPSON. Post 8vo., price 9s. cloth.

  "The author of this modestly-styled 'Note-Book' not only possesses and communicates scientific intelligence, but he has travelled far and near, and from very infancy been devoted to natural history.....We rely on the quotations to support our opinion of the very agreeable and various character of this volume." – Literary Gazette.

  "In all that relates to original observation the 'Note-Book of a Naturalist' is agreeable, interesting, and fresh.... The more original and numerous passages may vie with the observations of Jesse. In fact, there is a considerable resemblance between the two authors. Anecdote is substantially the character of the better part." – Spectator.

  LIFE IN NORTH WALES.

  LLEWELLYNS HEIR;

  Or, NORTH WALES; its MANNERS, CUSTOMS, and SUPERSTITIONS during the last Century, illustrated by a Story founded on Facts. In three vols, post 8vo., price 1l. 11s. 6d.

  "It is a real work, with more material and original knowledge than half the manufactured novels that appear in these days." – Spectator.

  "We can most cordially recommend it as a series of Sketches of North Wales well worthy of perusal; so various and so curious as to be as welcome to the library of the antiquary and portfolio of the artist as to the leisure hour of the novel reader." – Literary Gazette.

  A NEW SPIRIT OF THE AGE.

  Containing Critical Essays, and Biographical Sketches of Literary and other Eminent Characters of the Present Time. Edited by R. H. Horne, Esq., Author of "Orion," "Gregory the Seventh," &c. &c. These volumes are illustrated with Engravings on steel, from new and original Portraits of DICKENS, TENNYSON, CARLYLE, WORDSWORTH, TALFOURD, BROWNING, SOUTHWOOD SMITH, and Miss MARTINEAU. Second Edition, Revised by the Editor, with "Introductory Comments." In 2 vols, post 8vo., price 24s. cloth.

  "Two volumes of clever and subtile dissertation on the merits of almost every living writer of any pretension, written in a very animated and pleasant style." – Morning Herald, March 25, 1844.

  "Mr. Home's admirations appear to us to be well placed, and his sympathies generous and noble." – Morning Chronicle.
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  CHRISTMAS FESTIVITIES; TALES, SKETCHES, AND CHARACTERS.

  WITH BEAUTIES OF THE MODERN DRAMA, in Four Specimens. By JOHN POOLE, Esq., Author of "Paul Pry," &c. &c. In one vol. post 8vo., price 10s. 6d. cloth, with a Portrait of the Author. "A capital book for the season." – Britannia.

  PRYINGS OF A POSTMAN.

  In one vol. post 8vo., price 5s.

  OUR ACTRESSES;

  Or, GLANCES AT STAGE FAVOURITES, Past and Present. By Mrs. C. BARON WILSON, Authoress of the "Life of the Duchess of St. Albans," "Memoirs of Monk Lewis," &c. &c. In 2 vols, post 8vo., illustrated with numerous Engravings on Steel, from new and original Portraits, price 24s. cloth.

  "Handsome volumes, adorned with several portraits, and the biographies are full of amusing anecdotes." – Atlas.

  "So attractive are the stage and its denizens that considerable amusement will be derived from the perusal of these pages." – Literary Gazette.

  THE HOME BOOK; OR, YOUNG HOUSEKEEPER'S ASSISTANT.

  Forming a Complete System of DOMESTIC ECONOMY, and Household Accounts. With Estimates of Expenditure, &c. &c, in every Department of Housekeeping. Founded on Forty-five years personal experience. By a LADY. 12mo., price 5s., boards.

  THE HOME ACCOUNT-BOOK; OR, HOUSEKEEPER'S REGISTER OF FAMILY EXPENSES.

  Arranged upon the improved system recommended in the "Home Book;" and exhibiting the Weekly, Monthly, Quarterly, and Annual Expenditure for every article of Domestic consumption. For the use of either large or small Families. By the Author of the "The Home Book." Post 4to., half-bound, price 4s. 6d.

  "These two useful little volumes form the most complete system of Domestic Management for the guidance of the young Housekeeper thai has ever appeared. Of the Home Book we cannot speak too highly." – Gentleman's Magazine.

  "Incomparably the best arranged work of its class that we have seen." – La Belle Assemblee.

  A COMPREHENSIVE HISTORY OF THE WOOLLEN TRADE.

  From the earliest Records to the present Period, comprising the Woollen and Worsted Manufactures, and the Natural and Commercial History of Sheep, with the various Breeds and Modes of Management in different Countries. By JAMES BISCHOFF, Esq. In two large volumes, 8vo., illustrated with Plates, price 1l. 6s. cloth.

  "Mr. Bischoff's work will be found valuable to all persons interested in the subject." – Athenaeum.

  "Mr. Bischoff has in these volumes collected a vast mass of curious and valuable information, acceptable to readers of varied tastes, even though quite unconnected with manufactures and trade. We recommend every reader to peruse attentively this meritorious compilation. – We finally recommend these volumes of Mr. Bischoff's to the careful consideration of all those interested in the subjects of which they treat." – Times.

 Page 181
  A COMPREHENSIVE HISTORY OF THE IRON TRADE

  THROUGHOUT THE WORLD, from the earliest Records to the present Time. With an Appendix, containing Official Tables, and other public Documents. By HARRY SCRIVENOR, Esq., Blaenavon. In one vol. demy 8vo., price 15s. cloth. 

  "Mr. Scrivenor's History is written with elaborate research and anxious care, and goes into and exhausts the entire subject; it contains numerous facts full of interest to common readers." – Tait's Magazine.

  THE BRITISH MERCHANT'S ASSISTANT.

  Containing: – Part I. Tables of Simple Interest at 3, 3 1/2, 4, 4 1/2, and 5 per cent. – Part II. Tables showing the Interest on Exchequer Bills at 1 1/2d., 1 3/4d., 2d., 2 1/4d., 2 1/2d., 3d., 3 1/4d, and 3 1/2d. per cent, per diem. – Part III. Tables for Ascertaining the Value of every description of English and Foreign Stock. Also the amount of Brokerage, Commission, Freight. Marine, and other Insurance, at every rate per cent., &e. &c. &c. By G. GREEN. Royal 8vo, price 1l. 11s. 6d. cloth. Each of the above Three Parts is sold separately.

  ASSURANCES UPON LIVES,

  A Familiar Explanation of the NATURE, ADVANTAGES, and IMPORTANCE arising therefrom, and the various Purposes to which they may be usefully applied: including also a particular Account of the routine required for Effecting a Policy; and of the different systems of Life Assurance now in use, the Principles, Terms, and Tables of Seventy London Assurance Offices, &c. By LEWIS POCOCK, F. S. A. In post 8vo, price 7s. cloth.

  "There are no technicalities in Mr. Pocock's work to prevent its being useful to all; and those, therefore, who are likely to have recourse to Life Insurance will do wisely in consulting this familiar explanation of its nature and advantages." – Globe.

  AN INQUIRY INTO THE CAUSES AND MODES OF THE WEALTH OF INDIVIDUALS;

  Or, THE PRINCIPLES OF TRADE AND SPECULATION EXPLAINED. By THOMAS CORBET, Esq. Post 8vo, price 6s. cloth. "Mr. Corbel deserves our best thanks for laying down so clearly and methodically his ideas on the subject of such vast importance." – New Monthly Magazine.

  OUTLINES OF NAVAL ROUTINE;

  Being a Concise and Complete Manual in Fitting, Refitting, Quartering, Stationing, Making and Shortening Sail, Heaving down, Rigging Shears, and, in short, performing all the ordinary duties of a Man-of-War, according to the best practice. By LIEUTENANT ALEXANDER D. FORDYCE, R. N. In royal 8vo, price 10s. 6d. boards.

  SCENES IN THE LIFE OF A SOLDIER OF FORTUNE.

  By a MEMBER OF THE IMPERIAL GUARDS. In 12mo., price 5s.

  "This tale has a strange personal history. It purports to be the autobiography o an Italian soldier, who fought under the banners of the French Republic; and who, later in life, when become a teacher, told his story to an English traveller, his pupil, who has here set it down." – Tait's Magazine.

  ESSAY ON THE LIFE AND INSTITUTIONS OF OFFA, KING OF MERCIA,

  A. D. 755 – 794. By the Rev. HENRY MACKENZIE, M. A. In 8vo. price 3s. 6d. in cloth, gilt leaves.

  "A very scholarly composition, displaying much research and information respecting the Anglo-Saxon institutions." – Spectator.
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  THE OBLIGATIONS OF LITERATURE TO THE MOTHERS OF ENGLAND.

  PRIZE ESSAY, 1840. By CAROLINE A. HALSTED. In one vol. post 8vo., price 5s. neatly bound in cloth.

  "The object of the writer has been to show the services rendered by the mothers of England to religion and The state, and to science and learning generally; and the examples adduced display considerable knowledge and research, and are always happily selected and placed in the most attractive point of view." – Britannia.

  THE LIFE OF MARGARET BEAUFORT,

  COUNTESS OF RICHMOND AND DERBY, and Mother of King Henry the Seventh, Foundress of Christ's and of St. John's College, Oxford; Being the Historical Memoir for which the Honorary Premium was awarded by the Directors of the Gresham Commemoration, Crosby Hall. By CAROLINE A. HALSTED, Author of "Investigation," &c. In one vol. demy 8vo., with a Portrait, price 12s.

  "This work cannot fail of success. The subject is deeply interesting, and has been hitherto almost unexplored. The style is chaste and correct, and it has high claims to popularity wide and permanent. On many topics the authoress has accumulated some valuable historical details from sources which have not hitherto been consulted, and has thus compiled a work which, if not entitled to rank amongst the 'curiosities of literature,' is at least one of the most interesting and instructive books of the season." – Atlas.

  THE LAST OF THE PLANTAGENETS:

  An Historical Narrative, illustrating some of the Public Events and Domestic and Ecclesiastical Manners of the Fifteenth and Sixteenth Centuries. Third Edition. In one vol. fcap. 8vo., price 1s. 6d. cloth boards.

  "This is a work that must make its way into a permanent place in our literature. The quaintness of its language, the touching simplicity of its descriptions and dialogues, and the reverential spirit of love which breathes through it, will insure it a welcome reception amongst all readers of refined taste and discernment." – Atlas.

  ANGLO-SAXON LITERATURE.

  ANALECTA ANGLO-SAXONICA.

  A SELECTION, in PROSE and VERSE from ANGLO-SAXON AUTHORS of various Ages; with a Glossary. By BENJAMIN THORPE, F. S. A. A New Edition, corrected and revised. Post 8vo., price 12s. cloth.

  THE: ANGLO-SAXON VERSION OF THE STORY OF APOLLONIUS OF TYRE,

  Upon which is founded the Play of "PERICLES," attributed to Shakspeare; from a MS. in the Library of Christ Church College, Cambridge. With a Literal Translation, &c. By BENJAMIN THORPE, F. S. A. Post 8vo., price 6s.

  A GRAMMAR OF THE ANGLO-SAXON TONGUE,

  With a PRAXIS. By ERASMUS RASK, Professor of Literary History in, and Librarian to, the University of Copenhagen, &c. &c. A New Edition, enlarged and improved by the Author. Translated from the Danish, by B. THORPE, Honorary Member of the Icelandic Literary Society of Copenhagen. 8vo., price 12s.
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  Oriental and Colonial.

  WAR WITH THE SIKHS.

  THE PUNJAUB:

  Being a brief account of the Country of the Sikhs, its Extent, History, Commerce, Productions, Government, Manufactures, Laws, Religion, &c. By LIEUT.-COL. STEINBACH, late of the Lahore Service. A new edition, revised, with additions, including an account of the recent events in the Punjaub. In post 8vo. price 5s. cloth, with Map. The Map may be had separately, price 1s. coloured, and 1s. 6d. in case.

  "There is much information in this volume, condensed into brief space, about a people to whom late occurrences have given a common interest." – Examiner.

  A VISIT TO THE ANTIPODES,

  With some REMINISCENCES OF a SOJOURN IN AUSTRALIA. By A SQUATTER. In one vol. fcap. 8vo., with Illustrations, price 5s. cloth.

  COMMENTARY ON THE HINDU SYSTEM OF MEDICINE.

  By T. A. WISE, M. D., Member of the Royal College of Surgeons, and of the Royal Medical and Chirurgical Society, Corresponding Member of the Zoological Society of London, and of the Philomathic Society of Paris; Bengal Medical Service. In one vol. 8vo., price 12s. cloth.

  NEW ZEALAND AND ITS ABORIGINES:

  Being an Account of the Aborigines, Trade, and Resources of the Colony; and the advantages it now presents as a Held for Emigration and the investment of Capital. By WILLIAM BROWN, lately a member of the Legislative Council of New Zealand. Post 8vo., price 8s. cloth. 

  "A very intelligent and useful book." – Times.

  AN ACCOUNT OF THE SETTLEMENTS OF THE NEW ZEALAND COMPANY,

  From Personal Observations during a residence there. By the Hon. HENRY WILLIAM PETRE. In demy 8vo., with a Map and Plates. Fifth Edition. Price 3s. cloth.

  "This is a valuable contribution to our sources of information respecting New Zealand, and the best proof of the Author's very favourable opinion of the country, is his making immediate arrangements to return there as a Colonist."

  SYDNEY AND MELBOURNE;

  With Remarks on the Present State and Future Prospects of New South Wales, and Practical Advice to Emigrants of various classes; to which is added a Summary of the Route home, by India, Egypt, &c. By CHARLES JOHN BAKER, Esq. Post 8vo., price 8s. cloth.
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  TRAVELS IN NEW SOUTH WALES.

  By ALEXANDER MARJORIBANKS. 1 vol. 12mo., price 7s. 6d. cloth.

  MEW ZEALAND, SOUTH AUSTRALIA, AND NEW SOUTH WALES.

  A Record of recent Travels in these Colonies, with especial reference to Emigration, and the advantageous employment of Labour and Capital. By R. G. JAMESON, Esq. Post 8vo., price 8s. cloth, with Maps and Plates.

  "Mr. Jameson is an intelligent and unprejudiced observer, and has made good use of his faculties." – Spectator.

  A SKETCH OF NEW SOUTH WALES.

  By J. O. BalFour, Esq., for Six Years a Settler in the Bathurst District. Post 8vo., price 6s. cloth. 

  "To Emigrants to the quarter of which it treats it must be a valuable guide." Literary Gazette.

  CALIFORNIA: A HISTORY OF UPPER AND LOWER CALIFORNIA,

  From their first discovery to the present Time; comprising an Account of the Climate, Soil, Natural Productions, Agriculture, Commerce, &c. A full view of the Missionary Establishments, and condition of the Free and domesticated Indians. With an Appendix, relating to Steam Navigation in the Pacific. Illustrated with a new Map, Plans of the Harbours, and numerous Engravings. By ALEXANDER FORBES, Esq. 8vo., price 14s. cloth.

  SUGGESTIONS FOR A GENERAL FLAN OF RAPID COMMUNICATION BY STEAM NAVIGATION AND RAILWAYS,

  And applying it to the Shortening the Time of Communication between the Eastern and Western Hemispheres. By EDWARD MCGEACHY, Esq., Crown Surveyor, Jamaica. With 2 maps, 8vo. price 3s. bds.

  CHINA OPENED;

  Or, a Display of the Topography, History, Customs, Manners, Arts, Manufactures, Commerce, Literature, Religion, Jurisprudence, &c, of the CHINESE EMPIRE. By the Rev. CHARLES GUTZLAFF. Revised by the Rev. ANDREW REED, D. D. In 2 vols., post 8vo., price 24s. cloth.

  "We obtain from these volumes more information of a practical kind than from any other publication; a closer view of the Domestic life of the Chinese – of the public institutions – the manufactures – natural resources – and literature. The work in fact is full of information, gathered with diligence, and fairly leaves the English reader without any excuse for ignorance on the subject." – Atlas.

  "This is by far the most interesting, complete, and valuable account of the Chinese Empire that has yet been published." – Sun.
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  A HISTORY OF THE CHINESE EMPIRE, ANCIENT AND MODERN.

  Comprising a Retrospect of the Foreign Intercourse and Trade with China. Illustrated by a new and Corrected Map of the Empire. By the Rev. CHARLES GUTZLAFF. In 2 vols, demy 8vo. bds., price 28s.

  "We cordially recommend this exceedingly interesting account of this very interesting country." – London Review.

  "Mr. Gutzlaff has evidently combined industry with talent in producing this work, which far exceeds in information, research, and apparent veracity, anything we have before seen concerning this curious and singular nation." – London News.

  HAND-BOOK FOR INDIA AND EGYPT:

  Comprising Travels from Calcutta, through India, to the Himalaya Mountains, and a Voyage down the Sutlege and Indus Rivers; a Visit to the city of Hyderabad, in Scinde; and a Journey to England by the Red Sea and Mediterranean: with Descriptions of the Three Presidencies of India; and the fullest details for parties proceeding to any part of India, either by the Overland Route, or by way of the Cape of Good Hope. By GEORGE PARBURY, Esq., M. R. A. S. Second Edition, one vol. post 8vo., with an entirely new Map, price 12s. cloth.

  *** The press, both of Great Britain and India, have combined in eulogizing the value of this work, but it may only here be needful to quote the following remarks from the editorial columns of the Standard of the 10th of April, 1843: – "We have elsewhere copied from Mr. Parbury's Hand-Book to India and Egypt, an interesting account of the City of Hyderabad. Let us, in acknowledgment of the means afforded to us to inform and gratify our readers, say of Mr. Parbury's work, as we may with truth, that it is the best Topographical Guide to the countries to which it refers we have ever seen, a most interesting book, independently of its topographical utility, and an almost indispensable key to the late transactions in Central Asia."

  THE MODERN HISTORY AND CONDITION OF EGYPT.

  Its CLIMATE, DISEASES, and CAPABILITIES; exhibited in a Personal Narrative of Travels in that Country, with an Account of the Proceedings of Mahommed Ali Pascha, from 1801 to 1843, interspersed with Illustrations of Scripture History, the Fulfilment of Prophecy, and the Progress of Civilization in the East. By W. HOLT YATES, M. D., &c. In two thick volumes, demy 8vo., with numerous Illustrations, price 34s. cloth.

  "He fulfils his historic vocation by an ample resume of the more prominent incidents which have distinguished the fortunes of the Pascha, upon whose policy of general monopoly his strictures are severe enough, and acquits himself creditably from his spirited and highly coloured sketches of the abundant objects to which he draws attention." – Morning Herald.

  THE INVALID'S GUIDE TO MADEIRA.

  With a Description of Teneriffe, Lisbon, Cintra, and Mafra; and a Vocabulary of the Portuguese and English Languages. By WILLIAM WHITE COOPER, M. R. C. S., Surgeon to the Hon. Artillery Company. In one vol. fcap. 8vo., price 4s. cloth gilt.

  "There has recently been published a small work by Mr. Cooper, which may be consulted with advantage." – Sir James Clark on Climate.
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  NOTES AND OBSERVATIONS ON THE IONIAN ISLANDS AND MALTA;

  With some REMARKS on CONSTANTINOPLE and TURKEY; and on the system of Quarantine, as at present conducted. By JOHN DAVY, M. D., F. R. SS., L. & E., Inspector-General of Army Hospitals, L. B.. In two vols, demy 8vo., price 32s. cloth, with a large Map by Arrowsmith, and illustrated with Plates.

  "Dr. Davy's work deserves to be bought as well as perused, so carefully, completely! and expensively has it been got up. We hope that the consciousness of having discharged such an important duly will not only be the result of his long labour, but that the work will prove as remunerative as it ought to be." – Westminster Review.

  "There probably is not another work in our language in which so ample and substantially useful an account is given of the Ionian Islands as is here to be found. There can be little doubt that to these volumes will be assigned an honourable place amongst the recognised master-works of the class to which they belong." – Morning Herald.

  THE NATURE AND PROPERTIES OF THE SUGAR CANE;

  With Practical Directions for the Improvement of its Culture, and the Manufacture of its Products. To which is added an additional Chapter on the MANUFACTURE OF SUGAR from Beet-root. By GEORGE RICHARDSON PORTER, F. R. S., Corresponding Member of the Institute of France. New Edition, demy 8vo., price 12s. cloth, revised throughout, with many additions and corrections by the Author, and illustrated with Plates.

  THE ANGLO-INDIAN AND COLONIAL ALMANACK.

  And CIVIL, MILITARY, and COMMERCIAL DIRECTORY for 1847. In post 8vo., price 2s. 6d. in ornamental wrapper.

  The HOME DEPARTMENT of the Almanack comprises – I. CIVIL AND ECCLESIASTICAL; including the Government offices and the India House; together with the forms of procedure, and educational studies, requisite for obtaining Civil Appointments, and all matters connected with those appointments, from the commencing salary to the retiring allowance. – II. MILITARY AND MARINE; including information of a similar kind respecting these services, and the Home Establishment of the East India Company. – III. COMMERCIAL; containing Lists of Merchants, Agents, Associations, te, throughout the United Kingdom; likewise, the trades connected with India and the Colonies; and Tariff of Indian and Colonial produce.

  The EAST INDIAN AND COLONIAL DEPARTMENT embraces – I. CIVIL. The Government Lists of Bengal, Madras, Bombay, Ceylon, Hong Kong, Australia, New Zealand, Mauritius, and the Cape of Good Hope; Lists of Civil Servants and their appointments, and of Judicial Establishments, with a detailed account of the Benefit Funds. – II. MILITARY. Staff and Field Officers; Distribution of the Army, including the Royal troops; Ecclesiastical Establishment; and all Benefit Funds. – III. COMMERCIAL. List of Mercantile Firms, Banks, Insurance Companies, Public Institutions, &c, in India and the Colonies; with the respective Tariffs, and Tables of Money, Weights, Measures, &c, and other miscellaneous information.
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  Religious and Educational.

  MRS. ELLIS'S MORAL FICTIONS.

  PICTURES OF PRIVATE LIFE.

  By Mrs. ELLIS, Author of the "Women of England," &c. &c. &c. Each Volume is complete in itself, and may be purchased separately. In 3 vols. fcap. 8vo. beautifully illustrated, price 7s. 6d. each, in a handsome and uniform cloth binding, or 10s. 6d. morocco. Contents: – Vol. I. "OBSERVATIONS ON FICTITIOUS NARRATIVE," "THE HALL AND THE COTTAGE," "ELLEN ESKDALE," "THE CURATE'S WIDOW," and "MARRIAGE AS IT MAY BE." Vol. II. "MISANTHROPY," and "THE PAINS OF PLEASING." Vol. III. "PRETENSION; OR, THE FALLACIES OF FEMALE EDUCATION." 

  "I could give abundant evidence, gratuitously offered to the writer, that these simple stories were not sent forth to the world without some degree of adaptation to its wants and its condition." – Author's Introduction.

  THE LIGHT OF MENTAL SCIENCE;

  Being an ESSAY ON MORAL TRAINING. By Mrs. LOUDON, Authoress of "First Love," "Dilemmas of Pride," &c. &c. In one vol. fcap. 8vo., price 3s. cloth. 

  "One of the most philosophical books we have seen for a long time." – Observer.

  THE PARENT'S CABINET OF AMUSEMENT AND INSTRUCTION.

  A valuable and instructive Present for the Young. Each volume of this useful and instructive little work comprises a variety of information on different subjects: – Natural History, Biography, Travels, &c. Tales, original and selected; and animated Conversations on the objects that daily surround young people. The various tales and subjects are illustrated with Woodcuts. Each volume is complete in itself, and may be purchased separately. In six neatly bound vols., price 3s. 6d. each.

  "Every parent at all interested in his children must have felt the difficulty of providing suitable reading for them in their hours of amusement. This little work presents these advantages in a considerable degree, as it contains just that description of reading which will be beneficial to young children." – Quarterly Journal of Education.

  LITTLE STORIES FROM THE PARLOUR PRINTING-PRESS.

  By the Author of "THE PARENT'S CABINET." Royal 18mo., price 2s. 6d. neatly bound in cloth.

  "A very nice little book for children. The author has evidently been familiar with children, and brought himself to understand their feelings. No child's book that we have ever seen has been so admirably levelled at their capacities as this admirably written little book." – Weekly Chronicle.

  THE JUVENILE MISCELLANY OF AMUSEMENT AND INSTRUCTION.

  Illustrated by numerous Plates and Woodcuts, Fcap. 8vo., price 1s. 6d. neatly bound in cloth. 

  "Filled with amusement and instruction as its title indicates." – Court Journal.
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  INVESTIGATION; OR, TRAVELS IN THE BOUDOIR.

  By CAROLINE A. HALSTED, Author of "The Life of Margaret Beaufort," &c. &c. Fcap. 8vo., with highly-finished Plates, 4s. 6d. cloth.

  "This is an elegantly-written and highly instructive work for young people, in which a general knowledge of various interesting topics, connected with every-day life, is presented to the youthful mind in an attractive and amusing form."

  THE PROGRESS OF CREATION,

  Considered with reference to the PRESENT CONDITION OF THE EARTH. An interesting and useful work for young people. By MARY ROBERTS, Author of "Annals of My Village," Sec. &c. In fcap. 8vo., beautifully illustrated, price 4s. 6d. cloth.

  "We have seldom met with a work, in which instruction and entertainment are more happily blended." – Times.

  "This beautiful volume forms an instructive collection of striking facts, interspersed with amiable reflections." – Spectator.

  THE CHRISTIAN'S SUNDAY COMPANION.

  Being Reflections, in Prose and Verse, on the Collect, Epistle, and Gospel; and Proper Lessons for each Sunday; with a view to the immediate connexion. By Mrs. J. A. SARGANT. In one vol. post 8vo., price 8s. cloth.

  "We cordially recommend this volume as an acceptable present to be made to the heads of families, and also an admirable school book to be read on Sunday morning to scholars before proceeding to the Temple of God." – Church and State Gazette.

  "The whole production is eminently fitted to elevate the tone of religious feeling, to strengthen in the minds not only of the rising generation, but also of the older friends to our venerable ecclesiastical institution, sentiments of firm and fervent attachment to the pure faith and reformed worship established in this Protestant country, and for these reasons especially we recommend it to the perusal of our readers." – Norfolk Chronicle,

  THE RELIGIOUS HISTORY OF MAN;

  In which Religion and Superstition are traced from their source. By D. MORISON. The Second Edition, enlarged, fcap. 8vo. price 6s. cloth.

  "The intention of this book is not less admirable than the manner in which it is written. It is most instructive, and the tone of its contents is in the highest degree pious, without the least tinge of puritanism. The information it gives on the most difficult points of biblical reading renders it a valuable book to all who desire true knowledge." – Age.

  "Curious, industrious, and learned, and well worthy the attention of the public." – Literary Gazette.

  "The plan of this book was both extensive and important – embracing an inquiry into the nature of Revelation, and its influence on the opinions and customs of mankind;" * * * "the writer uses Scripture as an interpreter," and "sticks to the literal text of the six days." – Spectator.

  THE FAMILY SANCTUARY;

  A Form of Domestic Devotion for every Sabbath in the Year: containing the Collect of the Day; a Portion of Scripture; an Original Prayer or Sermon; and the Benediction. Second Edition. One vol. 8vo., price 7s. 6d. half bound in cloth.
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  WORKS BY THE REV. CHARLES B. TAYLER, M. A.

  Author of "MAY YOU LIKE IT," &c. &c.

  "These are truly Christian Parents' Books, and happy would it be for the rising generation if their instructors and tutors would put these admirable works of Mr. Tayler into the hands of the young, while their tender minds are yet open to receive the good impressions which they are also calculated to convey." – Christian Monitor.

  I. RECORDS OF A GOOD MAN'S LIFE.

  Seventh Edition, iii one vol. small 8vo., price 1s. neatly bound in cloth.

  II. MONTAGUE; OR, IS THIS RELIGION?

  A Page from the Book of the World. New Edition, in fcap. 8vo., Illustrated, price 6s. cloth, and 9s. morocco extra.

  III. VOLUME OF SERMONS

  On the Doctrines and Duties of Christianity. Second Edition, demy 12mo., price 5s. boards.

  IV. LEGENDS AND RECORDS, CHIEFLY HISTORICAL.

  Contents: – Lucy – Lorenzo; or, a Vision of Conscience – The Lady Lisle – Fulgentius and Meta – Anne of Cleves; or, Katharine Howard – George the Third – The Lady Russell – Guyon of Marseilles – The Earl of Strafford – Donna Francesca – Joan of Kent – The Lady Anne Care – The Son and Heir – Leonora. In post 8vo., beautifully Illustrated, price 10s. 6d. elegantly bound.

  V. THE CHILD OF THE CHURCH OF ENGLAND.

  Price 2s. neatly half bound.

  VI. SOCIAL EVILS AND THEIR REMEDY.

  A Series of Narratives. The First Number, entitled "The Mechanic," was pronounced to be "One of the most useful and interesting publications that had issued from the press."

  The following are the Contents of the different Numbers, price 1s. 6d. each: – II. "The Lady and the Lady's Maid." – III. "The Pastor of Dronfells." – IV. "The Labourer and his Wife." – V. "The Country Town." – VI. "Live and Let Live; or, the Manchester Weavers." – VII. "The Soldier." – VIII. "The Leaside Farm." Every two consecutive Numbers form a Volume, which may be procured, neatly bound, price 4s. each.

  "The design of Mr. Tayler is praiseworthy; his object being to counteract, by a series of tales illustrative of the power and necessity of religion in the daily and hourly concerns of life, 'the confusion of error with truth in MISS MARTINEAU'S ENTERTAINING STORIES.'" – Christian Remembrancer.
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  THE RECTORY OF VALEHEAD;

  Or, THE EDIFICE OF A HOLY HOME. By the Rev. ROBERT WILSON EVANS, B. D., Vicar of Heversham. Thirteenth Edition, with an illustrative Plate, price 0s. neatly bound in cloth; or 9s. elegantly bound in morocco.

  "Universally and cordially do we recommend this delightful volume. We believe no person could read this work and not be the better for its pious and touching lessons. It is a page taken from the book of life, and eloquent with all the instruction of an excellent pattern: it is a commentary on the affectionate warning, 'Remember thy Creator in the days of thy youth.' We have not for some time seen a work we could so deservedly praise, or so conscientiously recommend." – Literary Gazette*

  THE LIFE-BOOK OF A LABOURER.

  PRACTICAL LESSONS FOR INSTRUCTION AND GUIDANCE. By A WORKING CLERGYMAN, Author of the " Bishop's Daughter," &e. &c. In one vol. 8vo., price 7s. neatly bound.

  "We never in all our experience met with a more interesting work, and one breathing more fully and firmly the very essence of Christian philanthropy and national patriotism, and that too in the most simple and unambitious language, as if the writer were not aware of his power of influencing all the better feelings of the human heart." – Literary Chronicle.

  "This volume reminds us forcibly of that most delightful of all biographies, 'The Doctor,' to which indeed it is little if at all inferior." – Britannia.

  "It is the pious offering of one who may be deemed a proper follower in the footsteps of that good man, Legh Richmond." – Argus.

  MORTAL LIFE; AND THE STATE OF THE SOUL AFTER DEATH;

  CONFORMABLE TO DIVINE REVELATION. By ALEXANDER COPLAND, Esq., Author of "The Existence of Other Worlds," &c. In one thick vol. 8vo., price 16s. bound.

  "The work will afford in perusal, to all sorrowing relations, the consolation and diversion of mind of the most congenial kind. It neither leads the thoughts to dwell painfully on one idea – that of loss – nor does it altogether withdraw the mind from its contemplation: an effort still more painful. The study of a work like this, on the contrary, while it gradually weans grief from its melancholy occupation, supplies it with the sweetest and most cheerful of all balm – the happy certainly of re-union, not after the lapse of vast ages of time, but at the instant term of mortal existence." – Theological Review.

  A HISTORY OF THE CHURCH OF CHRIST.

  In a Course of Lectures. By the Rev. CHARLES MACKENZIE, A. M., Vicar of St. Helen's, Bishopsgate, and Head Master of Queen Elizabeth's Grammar School, St. Olave's, Southwark. In one vol. post 8vo., price 8s. 6d. neatly bound in cloth.

  "Although the author is able and earnest, he is not bigoted or intolerant." – Literary Gazette.

  "It is but an octavo, yet within its conveniently compendious pages it contains a review carefully taken of the progress of the Church of Christ, through all the perils of persecution, dissent, and heresy, by which it has been tried as in a furnace, up to its confirmed establishment in this country at the epoch of 1688." – Herald.
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  THE IDEAL OF THE ENGLISH CHURCH.

  A Sketch. By the Rev. R. MONTGOMERY, M. A., Author of "Luther," "The Gospel before the Age," &c. Sec. 8vo., price 2s. 6d. sewed.

  A NEW SPELLING-BOOK OF THE ENGLISH LANGUAGE.

  Containing all the Monosyllables; a copious Selection of Polysyllables, carefully arranged and accented; Progressive Lessons, chiefly from the Holy Scriptures; a List of Words of various Meanings; a short Bible Catechism; Questions on Scripture History; and School Prayers. By J. S. MOORE, Master of the Brewers' Company's School. 12mo., price 1s. 6d. bound.

  ARITHMETIC UNVEILED:

  Being a Series of Tables and Rules, whereby most of the calculations in business may be either mentally performed, or so abridged as to save half the time usually employed. To which are annexed a Multiplication Table extending to 200 times 200, and Tables of Interest on an improved plan. The whole adapted to the use of both the first merchant and the most humble trader. By JAMES MCDOWALL, Accountant. In demy 12mo., price 5s. bound in cloth.

  THE GRAMMARIAN;

  Or, THE ENGLISH WRITER AND SPEAKER'S ASSISTANT: comprising SHALL and WILL made easy to Foreigners, with instances of their Misuse on the Part of the Natives of England. Also Scotticisms, designed to correct Improprieties of Speech and Writing. By JAMES BEATTIE, LL. D. 24mo., price 2s. cloth boards.

  A SYSTEM OF ARITHMETIC,

  With the PRINCIPLES OF LOGARITHMS. Compiled for Merchant Taylors' School. By RICHARD FREDERICK CLARKE, Teacher. Third Edition, demy 12mo., price 3s. bound.

  "The great object attained in this excellent work is a most judicious abridgment of the labour of teaching and learning every branch of Arithmetic, by rendering the Rules and Explanations so very simple and intelligible, that the study becomes a pleasure instead of a task, to the youthful pupil."
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  Poetry

  RHYMES AND RECOLLECTIONS OF A HAND-LOOM WEAVER.

  By WILLIAM THOM, of Inverury, Aberdeenshire. Third Edition, with a Portrait. Post 8vo., price 4s. An Edition on large paper, 8vo., price 7s. 6d.

  "An' syne whan nichts grew cauld and lang, Ae while he sicht – ae while he sang." – Old Ballad. 

  "The Rhymes are to be read with interest, and not without admiration." – Examiner.

  "Let every good man and woman think of the author: from this book he looks for some consolation, and we trust it will bring him still more effectual protection from other sources." – Literary Gazette.

  THE COTTAR'S SUNDAY, AND OTHER POEMS,

  Chiefly in the Scottish Dialect. By PETER STILL. In fcap. 8vo., price 3s. cloth.

  THE PALACE OF FANTASY; OR THE BARD'S IMAGERY.

  With other Poems. By J. S. HARDY, Author of "Hours of Thought; or, Poetic Musings." In fcap. 8vo., price 3s. 6d. cloth.

  "There is much of the pure gold of poetry in this handsome little volume." – Macclesfield Chronicle.

  "The principal poem in this little volume, written in the Spenserian Stanza and diction, contains many pleasing passages.... Much talent is evinced by the author."  – Oxford Herald.

  "This poem contains many passages which one would read again after the first perusal – a remark which cannot be made of much of the poetry which is published. Some of the miscellaneous poems are very sweet, reminding one of Cowper's smaller poems." – Herts County Press.

  "The 'Palace of Fantasy' is of a higher character than the generality of poems: the spirit of poetry is perceptible throughout, and the work has a healthy tone and purpose " – Cheltenham Journal.

  "This little volume is one of considerable merit. The principal poem contains many beautiful passages, original and striking, which cannot fail to please." – Plymouth Herald.

  "Mr. Hardy has produced a poem which, had it appeared during the last century, would have secured for him a sure place among the British Poets." – Derbyshire Chron.

  A METRICAL VERSION OF THE SONG OF SOLOMON,

  AND OTHER POEMS. By A LATE GRADUATE OF OXFORD. In fcap. 8vo., price 4s. 6d. cloth.

  KING RENE'S DAUGHTER.

  A Lyrical Drama. From the Danish of HENRIK HERTZ. By JANE FRANCIS CHAPMAN, Translator of "Waldemar," and "King Eric and the Outlaw." In fcap. 8vo., price 2s. 6d. cloth.

  ISLAFORD, AND OTHER POEMS.

  A Book for Winter Evenings and Summer Moods. By GEORGE MURRAY. In fcap. 8vo., price 4s. cloth.
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  THE COLUMBIAD:

  Comprising Geographical Sketches, and a Narrative of Nautical Adventures in the Eastern Seas, including the perils of a storm, and providential escape from shipwreck: with Meditations on a Future State. By ARCHIBALD TUCKER RITCHIE, Esq. In demy 8vo., price 10s. handsomely bound in cloth.

  "Under this title the author has given a poetical narrative of his voyage in the Indian Ocean, somewhat in the manner of 'Falconer's Shipwreck.'.... The most remarkable passage is that where he announces a new attempt to explain the phenomena of Geology in connexion with the first chapter of Genesis.... We would recommend the perusal of this poem, which contains some pretty passages both to interest and instruct the reader." – Edinburgh Weekly Journal.

  "This is an interesting poem.....In so far as it is descriptive, it is a painting from Nature, and a narrative of real life. The author can say, 'All which I saw, and part of which I was.' If to landsmen the poem is interesting, it must be peculiarly so to those 'whose march is on the deep.'.... The author is evidently a person of right principles, of a kind and pious heart, and of a generous and polished mind.....He has a higher object than merely giving pleasure; he seeks to benefit his readers." – Scottish Guardian.

  DAYS IN THE EAST:

  A Poem in Two Cantos. Descriptive of Scenery in India, the Departure from Home, the Voyage and subsequent Career of an Officer in the East India Company's Army. By JAMES HENRY BURKE, Esq., of Marble Hill, Lieutenant Bombay Engineers, Member of the Bombay Branch of Royal Asiatic Society. In demy 8vo., price 6s. bound.

  "The stanzas of Mr. Burke bespeak at once high feeling, a vigorous cultivated intelligence, and a delicate poetic taste." – Morning Herald. 

  "The execution is even, finished, and good." – Weekly Chronicle.

  Embellished Works and prints

  THE BYRON GALLERY:

  A Series of thirty-six Historical Embellishments, illustrating the Poetical Works of LORD BYRON; beautifully engraved from Original Drawings and Paintings by Sir Thomas Lawrence, P. R. A., H. Howard, R. A., A. E. Chalon, R. A., J. Stothard, R. A., R. Westall, R. A., and other eminent Artists: adapted, by their size and excellence, to bind up with and embellish every edition published in England of LORD BYRON'S WORKS, and also the various sizes and editions published in France, Germany, and America. Price 12s. elegantly bound, forming a splendid ornament for the drawing-room table.

  STANFIELD'S COAST SCENERY:

  A Series of Picturesque Views in the British Channel and on the Coast of France. From Original Drawings, taken expressly for the work, by CLARKSON STANFIELD, Esq., R. A. Second edition. Forty plates engraved in line, in the most finished style, with descriptive letterpress. One volume 8vo., handsomely bound in cloth, gilt edges. Price 12s.
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  ILLUSTRATIONS TO "ADVENTURE IN NEW ZEALAND."

  By EDWARD JERNINGHAM WAKEFIELD, Esq. Lithographed from Original Drawings taken on the spot, by Mrs. WICKSTEED, Miss KING, Mrs. FOX, Mr. JOHN SAXTON, Mr. CHARLES HEAPHY, Mr. S. C. BREES, and Captain W. MEIN SMITH, R. N. One volume folio, with fifteen Plates, including Views of Port Nicholson, Wellington, Nelson, Petre, New Plymouth, and other Settlements; with Portraits of Native Chiefs, and their Dwellings; and Drawings of Trees and Plants. Price 31. 3s. plain; 4l. 14s. 6d. coloured.

  "Drawn with great skill, and exceedingly well lithographed; their great value consists in their giving correct representations of the scenes and objects they depict." – Atlas.

  MADEIRA ILLUSTRATED.

  A series of Eight Views, drawn from Nature, and on Stone by ANDREW PICKEN. With a Map, and a description of the Island. Edited by Dr. JAMES MACAULEY, M. A., Imperial folio, price 2l. 2s. plain; 4l. 4s. coloured.

  THE ORIENTAL PORTFOLIO:

  A Series of splendid Illustrations of the Scenery, Antiquities, Architecture, Manners, Costumes, &c. of the East. From original Sketches in the collections of Lord William Bentinck, K. C. B., Captain R. M. Grindlay, Lady Wilmot Horton, Sir Henry Willock, K. L. S., Thomas Bacon, Esq., James Baillie Fraser, Esq., and other travellers. The Literary Department of the Work by HORACE H. WILSON, Esq., M. A., F. R. S., &c. &c. The series is now completed, comprising eleven beautifully finished Plates, tinted in imitation of Drawings. Price 2l. 2s. elegantly bound in large folio.

  The object of this undertaking is to supply what has long been felt to be a desideratum; namely, Graphic Illustrations of the Scenery, Antiquities, Architecture, Manners, Costumes, &c. of the East, which, as the theatre of so many brilliant military achievements, and such extensive commercial enterprise, is daily increasing in interest with the British public. The Drawings for the work are made by the first Artists in the Kingdom, from the Original Sketches taken on the spot.

  A GENERAL VIEW OF THE FALLS OF NIAGARA.

  Etched in the best manner, on Copper. By F. C. LEWIS, Esq., Engraver to the Queen. From a Drawing made on the spot, by CAPTAIN JAMES GRAHAM, of H. M. 70th Regiment. On an extended scale of forty-three by nineteen inches. Price, India Proofs, 2l 2s. Plain Prints, 15s.; beautifully coloured as Drawings, 2ls.

  The view embraces the two Falls, including Goat Island and the country on both banks of the river; and presents a faithful and complete picture of this majestic scene.

  ILLUSTRATIONS OF FRIENDSHIP'S OFFERING.

  A few Proof Impressions of the varied and beautiful designs illustrative of the several volumes of this elegant Annual, particularly suited for ornamenting Albums and Scrap-books, may be had separately.

  Price, India proofs, 2s. 6d. each; plain prints 1s. each.
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  PORTRAITS OF EMINENT AUTHORS AND ACTRESSES.

  Portraits of the following eminent Authors and Actresses, engraved in line from Original Drawings, of a size suitable for Illustration, may be had at 1s. each, prints; and 2s. 6d. each, India proofs.

  THOMAS CARLYLE, ESQ. CHARLES DICKENS, ESQ. WILLIAM WORDSWORTH, ESQ. ALFRED TENNYSON, ESQ. ROBERT BROWNING, ESQ. ANDREW STEINMETZ, ESQ. MISS HARRIET MARTINEAU. MRS. NESBITT. MISS HELEN FAUCIT. MISS ELLEN TREE. MADAME VESTRIS. MISS ADELAIDE KEMBLE. MISS O'NEIL. MISS FOOTE. MISS BRUNTON.

  ARIEL. Designed by E. T. Parris, finely engraved in line by F. BACON. Proofs 15s., prints 10s.

  THE SMUGGLER'S ESCAPE. Painted by H. W. HARVEY.

  Engraved by C. ROSENBERG. Plain 5s., coloured 10s. 6d. A Marine picture, representing the chase of a smuggling lugger by a Frigate, taken from a scene in Mr. James's Novel "The Smuggler."

  VIEW OF MELBOURNE, PORT PHILIP. Painted by W. F. LIARDET. Engraved by J. W. LOWRY. With Index-plate, price 10s. 6d.

  In this View every public and private building of importance is represented with minute accuracy, and referred to by name in the Index-plate; the foreground being animated by characteristic groups of natives, &c. The plate is published under the auspices of the Superintendent and principal residents of Melbourne.

  VIEWS IN CALCUTTA. By JAMES B. FRASER, Esq. Engraved in Aquatint, and beautifully coloured from nature. Price 10s. 6d. These Views embrace the principal edifices of Calcutta, and represent the streets, squares, promenades, and suburbs of this splendid city, filled with the motley groups of Europeans and Natives; the river and shipping being also shown under atmospheric effects characteristic of the climate and country.

  VIEWS OF SETTLEMENTS IN NEW ZEALAND: – 

  VIEW OF WELLINGTON, NEW ZEALAND. Plain 3s., coloured 5s. 

 VIEW OF LAMBTON HARBOUR, NEW ZEALAND. Plain 3s., coloured 5s. 

 VIEW OF NEW PLYMOUTH, NEW ZEALAND. Plain 3s., coloured 5s. 

 VIEW OF MOUNT EGMONT, NEW ZEALAND. Plain 3s., coloured 5s.

  These Views are faithful representations of the features of those parts of the coast of New Zealand selected as sites of the Company's principal settlements. They were taken by Mr. CHARLES HEAPHY, Draughtsman to the New Zealand Company, and exhibit the appearance of the country under the influence of colonization; showing the first habitations of the settlers, and the dawnings of commerce and civilization on a savage stale. They are executed in tinted Lithography by Mr. ALLOM.

  VIEWS OF ALL THE PRINCIPAL TOWNS IN SCOTLAND. Each, coloured, 7s. 6d.
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  MAPS AND CHARTS: – 

  A NEW MAP OF THE PUNJAUB. Coloured Is.; in case 1s. 6d. 

 ARROWSMITH'S MAP OF AUSTRALIA AND NEW ZEALAND. In sheets, coloured, 1s. 6d.; in case, coloured, 2s. 6d. 

 ARROWSMITH'S MAP OF NEW ZEALAND. In sheets, coloured, 1s. 6d.; in case, coloured, 2s. 6d. 

 CHART OF COOK'S STRAITS, NEW ZEALAND. By Charles Heaphy, Esq. Price 8s. 

 HEIGHTS OF ALL THE MOUNTAINS IN THE WORLD. Plain Is., coloured 2s. 

 PARBURY'S MAP OF OVERLAND ROUTE TO INDIA. In case 8s., in sheets, 6s.

  BOOKS FOR THE USE OF THE BLIND.

  Printed with a very distinct Raised Roman Letter, adapted to their Touch. The Holy Bible, in 15 vols. 4to. bound. Any volume separately: – 

  £ s. d. 

 Vol. 1. Genesis........0 9 0 

 – 2. Exodus and Leviticus.....0 13 0 

 – 3. Numbers....... 090 

 – 4. Deuteronomy.. 076 

 – 5. Joshua, Judges, and Ruth.... 0 10 0 

 – 6. Samuel........0 1l 0 

 – 7. Kings........0 1l 0 

 – 8. Chronicles.......0 1l 0 

 – 9. Job, Ezra, and Nehemiah.... 0 9 0 

 – 10. Psalms........0 13 0 

 – 1l. Proverbs, Ecclesiastes, Song of Solomon and Esther .......0 8 6 

 – 12. Isaiah.......0 10 6 

 – 13. Jeremiah and Lamentations.... 0 1l 0 

 – 14. Ezekiel.......0 10 0 

 – 15. Daniel, to the end......0 1l 0 

 The NEW TESTAMENT, complete, 4 vols, bound.. 200 

 The Four Gospels, separately: – 

 Matthew........0 5 6 

 Mark......... 0 4 0 

 Luke ........0 5 6 

 John .........0 4 6 

 The Acts of the Apostles......0 5 6 

 The Epistles to the Ephesians and Galatians... 0 3 0 

 The Church of England Catechism .... 0 1 0 

 Church of Scotland Shorter Catechism.... 0 2 6 

 Selections from Eminent Authors .... 0 1 6 

 Selections of Sacred Poetry, with Tunes.... 0 2 0 

 Arithmetical Boards.......0 10 6 

 Map of England and Wales......0 2 0 

 Ruth and James .......0 2 6 

 Report and Statement of Education.....0 2 0 

 Specimens of Printing Type .....0 2 6 

 First and Second Book of Lessons..... 0 2 0 

 A Selection of AEsop's Fables, with Woodcuts... 0 2 0 

 Lessons on Natural Religion.....0 1 6 

 The Psalms and Paraphrases, 2 vols. .... 0 16 0 

 The Morning and Evening Services.... 0 2 6 

 The History of the Bible ......0 2 0 

 Musical Catechism, with Tunes.....0 3 6 

 English Grammar........0 5 0 

 Tod's Lectures, vols. 1 and 2, each.... 0 2 6 

 Description of London, by Chambers.... 0 3 0 

 Meditations on the Sacrament.....0 4 0
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