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  TO THE READER.

  THE object of the following pages is to present the intending Emigrant to the Southern Hemisphere with a "Hand Book" of Useful Knowledge relating to Australia, Van Dieman's Land, and New Zealand.

  To effect this desideratum, the Editor has consulted every modern work of authority, including the narratives of the most recent travellers, which he has condensed with care; taking pains to preserve the precise meaning and intent of every eyewitness from whose works he has made extracts.

  The hardy and enterprising sons of Great Britain are now to be found at the remotest ends of the earth, rearing their habitations in the midst of scenes of barbarism and desolation. A superabundant and rapidly increasing population still induces a continued tide of emigration from the mother country to every part of Australia, where the toil and industry of man are likely to procure for him the necessaries of life; it, therefore, becomes an affair of importance to the settler to gain every possible information respecting this distant quarter of the globe.

  To furnish him with such knowledge has been the aim of this little volume; and the Editor hopes that he has presented a true picture of our Australian Settlements, and of all that is yet known of New Zealand.

  R. R.
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  NEW ZEALAND.

  Situation and Extent – Discovery by Captain Cook – Description of the Country – Climate – Seasons – Soil – Produce – Native Birds and Fish – The Whale Fisheries – Population – Natives described.



  THE New Zealand group consists of two large islands, called the northern and southern. A smaller island, called Stewarts, to the extreme south, and several adjacent islets.

  The group extends in length from north to south from the 34th to the 48th degrees of south latitude, and in breadth from east to west from the 166th to the 179th degree of east longitude.

  The extreme length exceeds eight hundred miles, and the average breadth, which is variable, is about one hundred miles. The surface of the islands is estimated to contain 62,000 square miles, or about forty millions of acres.

  These islands were first seen by Tasman, the Dutch navigator, in 1642; but as he never landed, supposing them to form part of a great southern continent, the honour of their discovery belongs to Captain Cook, who first proved the land to consist of islands, by circumnavigating the group, and surveying the coasts with such remarkable accuracy, that the surveys have been relied on up to the present day.

  The distance from Queen Charlotte's Sound on the southern shore of Cook's Straits to Sydney is about 1100 miles, and to Hobart Town (Van Dieman's Land), about 1200 miles.

  A chain of lofty mountains intersects the whole of the southern and a great part of the northern island: some of these mountains reach the height of more than 14,000 feet above the level of the sea; their sides are clothed with forest timber. Besides this chain, there are other ranges of hills covered for the most part with wood, and in some instances clothed with fern.
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  In the mountains lie the sources of numerous streams and rivers, flowing on either side to the sea.

  The mouths of the rivers mostly form harbours, which in number, size, and depth of water, are equal to those of any country in the world of similar extent.

  The climate is one of the most equable in the world, and is peculiarly salubrious and delightful. The temperature resembles (after an allowance of about 7 degrees for the lower degree of heat of the southern hemisphere) that of the land between the north of France and the south of Portugal. New Zealand is neither exposed to the scorching heats of summer, nor to the blasting frosts of a severe winter.

  A never-failing moisture is dispersed over the country by the clouds which collect on the mountain tops without the occurrence of rainy seasons, beyond storms of a few days' duration. This refreshing moisture, combined with the influence of the sea breezes, renders the climate very favourable to health, and remarkably congenial to European constitutions.

  The seasons are as follow: – 

  Spring commences in the middle of August,

  Summer in December,

  Autumn in March, and Winter in July.

  The soil of New Zealand is spoken of by all writers and travellers in the most favourable terms, from Captain Cook downwards. After describing the vast fertility of many particular spots, this great navigator says, "The quality of the soil is best indicated by the luxuriant growth of its productions; superior to any thing that imagination can conceive." In another place he says, "If this country should be settled by people from Europe, they would, with a little industry, be very soon supplied not only with the necessaries but with the luxuries of life in great abundance."
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  The best evidence is afforded in the vigour and plenitude of all animal and vegetable life. All the productions of the south of Europe flourish, and verdure is almost perpetual.

  Take the testimony of three recent travellers: – 

  Mr. Yate 1 says, "we have here almost every variety of soil. Large tracts of good land, available for the cultivation of wheat, barley, maize, beans, peas, &c., with extensive valleys of rich alluvial soil, deposited from the hills and mountains, and covered with the richest vegetation, which it supports summer and winter. We have also a deep, rank, vegetable mould, with a stiff, marly subsoil, capable of being slaked or pulverized with the ashes of the fern. All English grasses flourish well, but the white clover never seeds: and where the fern has been destroyed, a strong native grass, something of the nature of the canary-grass, grows in its place, and effectually prevents the fern from springing up again. Every diversity of European fruit and vegetable flourishes in New Zealand." Mr. Yate then enumerates all the most important productions of Europe which are raised in New Zealand, and adds, "where the rich alluvial valleys are cultivated, the labourer receives an ample harvest as the reward of his labour."

  Mr. Nicholas says, 2 "the lands in this country, which are at present overrun with fern, might be brought to produce grasses of every description: were the experiment tried, I doubt not but it would prove invariably successful, and that the islands in general would afford as fine pasturage for sheep and cattle as any part of the known world." The experiment has been successfully tried by the missionaries.
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  Mr. Earle says, 3 "in whatever direction I travelled, the soil appeared to me to be fat and rich, and also well watered. From every part of it which the natives have cultivated the produce has been immense. Here, where the finest samples of the human race are to be found, the largest and finest timber grows, and every vegetable yet planted thrives: the introduction of European grasses, fruits, &c., is a desideratum. Were this done, in a very short time farms would be sought after here more eagerly than they now are in New South Wales. All the fruits and plants introduced by the missionaries have succeeded wonderfully. Peaches and water-melons were now in full season; the natives brought baskets full of them to my door every day, which they exchanged with us for the merest trifles, such as a fish-hook or a button. Indian corn was very abundant, but the natives had no means of grinding it." Mr. Earle saw "a hundred head of fat cattle at a missionary station," and was surprised to find "that, although they never tasted any thing but fern, they gave as good milk, and were in as healthy a condition, as when they grazed on the rich grasses of Lincolnshire."

  Mr. Yate says, in another place, "the forest-land is peculiarly rich; indeed, were it not so, it would be utterly impossible for it to support the immense vegetation constantly going on. In spring and summer, and autumn and winter, there is no visible change in the appearance of the woods; they are as beautiful in the depth of winter as in the height of summer. Leaves no sooner fall to the ground, than others directly assume their station; no branch withers from its trunk, but another, and a more vigorous one, puts out in its stead. The fairest and most tender shrubs shrink not from the southern blast, nor
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  faint beneath the rays of the sun, when he rides highest in the heavens."

  In fact, the whole country is covered with one or other of the four following productions; viz. grass, of which there are extensive ranges on the east side of the south island at least; secondly, the phormium tenax, or New Zealand flax, which appears to grow universally in low situations, and which, such is the strength and fineness of its fibre, requires only care in gathering and preparation to rival, if not supersede, European flax in the markets of Europe; thirdly, a plant, called fern, which affords a wholesome food for cattle, and now supports great numbers of wild swine in both islands; and, fourthly, a greater variety of finer trees – timber of a finer quality, and adapted to a greater number of different purposes, including all that relates to ship-building – than is produced in the forests, it may be safely said, of any other part of the world; which last production finds a ready and profitable market, not merely with the British Admiralty, who now regularly despatch vessels to procure spars in New Zealand, but also in Van Dieman's Land, New South Wales, various ports on the west coast of South America, Brazil, and British India.

  The timber grows to a towering height, and in a perfection equalled in few other countries. The extensive forests offer an inexhaustible supply for the wants of many generations both for ship-building and other purposes.

  The cowdie, or cauri, is a magnificent tree, growing to so stupendous a height, that the majestic pines of America and Norway dwindle into insignificance when compared with it.

  A great variety of hard wood grows at New Zealand, admirably adapted for the timbering of any sized ships. There is also a great variety of other trees of a lesser growth, that are very closely grained, and which take a high polish, bringing out beautifully variegated veins, and peculiarly adapted for fancy work and furniture.
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  Dye woods are in great variety and abundance.

  The attention of the British government has for some years past been turned to the capabilities of the New Zealand woods, especially the cowdie, which has been ascertained to be entirely suitable to the important purposes of ship-building. The cowdie is excellently fitted for masts and spars for large ships, and has been found, on trial, to be of equal gravity with Riga spars, and to possess a greater degree of flexibility, as well as strength, than the very best species of fir procured from the north. The wood is finer grained than any timber of the pine tribe, and the trunks are of a sufficient size to serve for the main and fore top-masts of the largest three deckers. Establishments have been formed for the purpose of procuring spars for shipping, as well as timber for housebuilding, and several vessels have been built in the New Zealand rivers by English merchants, assisted by the natives.

  Flax is another staple of the country; it grows wild in all parts, and appears to be indigenous and inexhaustible. It is of a good quality, and never fails in the European market, except from the improper manner in which it is dressed by the natives, who have no machinery, and satisfy themselves with separating the fibres of the vegetable, and rolling them upon their thigh with the hands.

  Mr. Yate says, "the flax trade, on the present system, cannot last long. The natives' wants are supplied, and idleness will prevail over their desire for luxury. Could the flax be properly prepared, it would be an almost incalculable source of riches to those engaged in it." The same water-power applicable to saw-mills would propel the machinery necessary for dressing and spinning the flax. There is, however, a difficulty in the way of its preparation, which has not yet been overcome, no machinery yet tried having succeeded.

  Cording and fishing-lines, made from New Zealand
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  flax, have been proved to be far more durable than any made from European hemp.

  The fern root, of which there are some fifty or sixty species, covers the plains very extensively, and formerly was a more important part of the ordinary food of the New Zealander than it is at present, when so many other articles have been made available for that purpose.

  There are two crops of the New Zealand potato (red and white) annually. There are also two crops of the kumera (red and white): it is a species of the sweet potato, smaller, though far superior in every way: it may be eaten either raw or boiled, is very nutritious, and contains a great portion of saccharine matter. Large quantities of Indian corn are now raised; and there is no lack of cabbages, greens, turnips, and particularly fine species of the yam, with other esculent roots. Peaches are plentiful in the season; figs, grapes, oranges, melons, and the Cape gooseberry, thrive uncommonly well. There are several species of the native fruit, very pleasant and grateful to the taste. Strawberries and raspberries grow in abundance.

  Among the edible plants for which we are indebted to New Zealand is the summer spinach, which was discovered in Cook's first voyage by Sir Joseph Banks. There are also many other indigenous shrubs and fruits, among which is a spruce-tree, from which Captain Cook made beer; and a tea-tree, which is said to form a substitute for tea.

  The mineral productions already discovered are iron, coal, bitumen, freestone, marble, and sulphur.

  The whole of the country abounds in clay fit for brick-making, and other useful purposes.

  There are no native quadrupeds, and no reptiles, with the exception of a kind of rat; and whether this is indigenous or not seems doubtful.

  The native birds are very numerous, consisting of
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  many song birds, and a variety distinguished for the beauty of their plumage.

  The southern island possesses wild fowl, ducks, geese, woodcocks, curlews, snipes, and pigeons in abundance.

  Every part of the coast, and all the inland waters, abound with excellent fish. Captain Cook found there mackerel, lobsters, oysters, and a great variety of fish which he had never seen or heard of before.

  The lakes produce conger eels of an enormous size.

  "We have," says Mr. Yate, "a rich supply of excellent salt-water fish; but nothing more than eels in any of the fresh-water streams or lakes in New Zealand. Those most plentiful, and of greatest note, are soles, mackerel, cod-fish, a species of salmon, whiting, snapper, mullet, bream, skate, gurnards, and a few smaller kinds, some not so large as a sprat; with an abundance of crayfish, oysters, shrimps, prawns, muscles, and cockles. An immensely large muscle, measuring from eleven to thirteen inches, is found in great abundance at a harbour on the western coast."

  New Zealand is the head quarters of the whale fishery in the south seas: the whales resort there for the purpose of calving, and are captured in great numbers.

  The southern whale fishery consists of three distinct branches; first, that of the spermaceti whale; second, that of the common black whale of the southern seas; and, third, that of the sea elephant, or southern walrus. The spermaceti and black whale both frequent the coast of New Zealand for four months in the year.

  The number of the natives of New Zealand is insignificant compared to the extent of country they inhabit; the entire population of both islands not exceeding 160,000.

  Lieut. Breton says, "They are a fine race of people, being well formed, athletic, and active."

  Mr. Savage says, "The natives are of a very superior order, both in point of personal appearance and intellectual endowments. The men are usually from five feet
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  eight inches to six feet in height, well proportioned, and exhibit evident marks of great strength. The colour of the natives, taken as a mean, resembles that of a European gipsy; but there is considerable difference in the shades, varying between a dark chestnut and the tinge of an English brunette."

  Mr. Earle says, "The children are so fine and powerfully made, that each might serve as a model for an infant Hercules."

  Their dress consists of a great many different articles, made chiefly of the flax of the country, and suited to different seasons of the year: the outer garment, which they use in cold and wet weather, is very warm, and completely impervious to the rain.

  The habitations of the natives are in little villages, or groups of huts, scattered thinly along the coast and harbours, the mountains of the interior not being inhabited. The villages are sometimes on the top of a hill or promontory, and within a rude fortification, called a pah. Wars are constantly occurring between the different tribes; and when once begun, they pass from one tribe to another, till the whole country is in an uproar.

  Their capabilities of cultivation are great, yet they are essentially a savage people.

  Their most conspicuous passion is war; and they kill and sometimes eat their vanquished enemies, scalping and exhibiting their heads as trophies. And, we regret to add, infanticide is still not uncommon, particularly of the female offspring. The spirit of revenge is implacable in their breasts; the law of retaliation is their only rule for the reconcilement of differences, and their hatred of their enemies is deep and deadly.

  They excel in carving, of which their war canoes, carrying one hundred men, are specimens.

  They entertain a superstitious dread of an "Atua" or supreme being; and adore the sun, moon, and stars, with many minor divinities.



 1 An Account of New Zealand, by Rev. William Yate London, 1835.
2 Narrative of a Voyage to New Zealand, by J. L. Nicholas Esq. London, 1817.
3 Narrative of a Nine Months' Residence in New Zealand, 1827, by Augustus Earle, Draftsman to H. M. surveying ship, "Beagle." London, 1832.
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  TESTIMONY OF TRAVELLERS IN FAVOUR OF NEW ZEALAND.

  Attempts to colonize New Zealand – The Missionaries – Colony of Scotch Carpenters – New Zealand Land Company – Recognized by Government – General View.



  IT has long been a matter of great surprise to all those who are conversant with the subject, that no attempts to colonize so fertile a country as New Zealand should hitherto have been crowned with success. Numerous projects for its colonization have been formed at various epochs. The earliest on record was a scheme suggested by that great practical philosopher, Dr. Franklin, who, in 1771, published proposals for forming an association to fit out a vessel by subscription, which should proceed to New Zealand with a cargo of such commodities as the natives were most in want of, and bring back in return so much of the produce of the country as should defray the expenses of the adventure. The funds necessary for this expedition, amounting to £15,000, not being raised, the plan was obliged to be abandoned.

  Two subsequent associations, formed with the best motives for improving both the country and the condition and civilization of the New Zealanders, were endeavoured to be carried into effect in 1825 and 1837; but from circumstances, the relation of which is not essential, were not carried into effect.

  It is only an act of justice towards the missionaries to state, however travellers may differ in opinion on the subject, that almost every thing that has in reality been done for the civilization of the natives has been effected by these religious communities, who, during the last twenty years, have pursued their pious labours in New Zealand with unwearied perseverance.

  It is also of great importance to intending emigrants to learn, that the missionaries are land-owners to a large extent, possess well-stocked farms, and by their attention to agriculture, and improvements connected with farming,
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  they have not only benefitted themselves greatly, but improved the condition of the natives.

  The great tractability and aptitude of the natives for engaging in works of labour and industry are sufficiently evidenced by the following extract from Earles New Zealand: – 

  "The colony of Scotch carpenters, who had formed a settlement at the head of the river, and of whom I made honourable mention on my first journey, finding themselves so close to what they considered might become the seat of war, and having no means whatever of defending themselves, made an arrangement with Mooetara, the chief of Parkunugh (which is situated at the entrance of the same river), and placed themselves under his protection. They accordingly moved down here."



  * * * * *

  "Nothing can be more gratifying than to behold the great anxiety of the natives to induce Englishmen to settle amongst them: it insures their safety; and no one act of treachery is on record of their having practised towards those whom they have invited to reside with them. Mooetara is a man of great property and high rank, and is considered a very proud chief by the natives; yet he is to be seen, every day, working as hard as any slave, in assisting in the erection of houses for the accommodation of his new settlers. He has actually removed from his old village of Parkunugh (a strong and beautiful place), and is erecting huts for his tribe near the spot chosen by his new friends; so that, in a very short time, a barren point of land, hitherto without a vestige of human habitation, will become a thriving and populous village; for it is incredible how quickly the orders of these chiefs are carried into effect. I was frequently a witness to the short space of time they took to erect their houses; and though small, they are tight, weather-proof, and warm: their storehouses are put together in the most substantial and workmanlike manner."
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  On the dissolution of the New Zealand Association (in 1837), some of its members formed the plan of continuing the prosecution of its leading objects by means of a joint-stock company, with a subscribed capital. Other friends of colonization gradually joined them, and in the early part of 1839 the funds raised were sufficiently ample to enable the Company to purchase an extensive territory in New Zealand (principally surrounding the harbours of Hokianga and Kaipara, in the Northern Island), and to fit out and despatch an expedition for the purpose of making further purchases, fixing the site of a town, and preparing for the early arrival of a body of settlers from England. The Company did not, however, announce its operations to the public until the month of May 1839, on the 12th of which the expedition sailed.

  The main features of the system of colonization adopted by the New Zealand Land Company are ably and clearly developed, and we extract them verbatim from a carefully compiled work issued under their authority, and entitled "Information relative to New Zealand, for the Use of Colonists" 

  "1st, the sale of lands at an uniform and sufficient price; and, 2dly, the employment of a large portion of the purchase money, as an Emigration Fund.

  "The grand object of the new or improved system of the disposal of colonial lands is to regulate the supply of new land by the real wants of the colonists, so that the land shall never be either superabundant or deficient, either too cheap or too dear. It has been shewn, that the due proportion between people and land may be constantly secured by abandoning the old system of grants, and requiring an uniform price per acre for all new land, without exception. If the price be not too low, it deters speculators from obtaining land with a view to leaving their property in a desert state, and thus prevents injurious dispersion; it also, by compelling every labourer to work for
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  wages until he has saved the only means of obtaining land, insures a supply of labour for hire. If, on the other hand, the price be not too high, it neither confines the settlers within a space inconveniently narrow, nor does it prevent the thrifty labourer from becoming a land-owner, after working some time for wages,

  "A sufficient, but not more than sufficient, price for all new land, is the main feature of the new system of colonization. It obviates every species of bondage by providing combinable labour, it renders industry very productive, and maintains both high wages and high profits; it makes the colony as attractive as possible, both to capitalists and to labourers; and not merely to these, but also, by bestowing on the colony the better attributes of an old society, to those who have a distaste for what has heretofore been the primitive condition of new colonies.

  "The great object of the price is to secure the most desirable proportions between people and land; but the plan has the further result of producing a revenue, which will not only supply the requisite profit to the shareholders of the Company, but furnishes the means for an Emigration Fund – a fund constantly applicable to the purpose of taking labour to the colony – that is, in causing the best sort of colonization to proceed at the greatest possible rate. And this is the second feature of the new system.

  "The employment of the purchase-money, or the principal part of it, in conveying settlers to the colony, has the following effects. It makes the purchasers of land see plainly that their money will be returned in the shape of labour and population. It tends, in fact, to lower the necessary standard of price, because, with a constant influx of people to the colony, the due proportion between people and land may be kept up by a lower price than if there were no such emigration. It, therefore, diminishes the period during which the labourer must work for hire, and, by the rapid progress which it imparts to the best sort of colonization, it explains to the labouring class of emi-
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  grants, that every one of them who is industrious and thrifty may be sure to become not merely an owner of land, but also, in his turn, an employer of hired labourers, a master of servants. Altogether, it renders the colony as attractive as possible, both to capitalists and to labourers. In a new colony, planted in a fertile and extensive territory, it is obvious that the establishment of such a system is a matter of the deepest moment to the future welfare of society.

  "The Company's regulations, in the present instance, offer a free passage to purchasers who are actual colonists, of whatever denomination, with their families and servants. But this offer, it is understood, will be confined to the present sales, the immediate object being the encouragement of a certain number of settlers, of the higher and more respectable classes, to accompany the first colonists, and to become the instruments of the diffusion of the arts and manners of good English society.

  "The Company (as has been stated) have already acquired very extensive tracts of land in the North Island of New Zealand, and have despatched an expedition for the purpose of purchasing other lands, and of selecting the most eligible district for the first and principal settlement.

  "The object of the Company in making this selection will be so to determine the place of their first settlement, as to insure its becoming a commercial capital of New Zealand, and, therefore, the situation where land will soonest acquire the highest value by means of colonization.

  "Within this district the site of the Company's chief town will be carefully selected; after which, out of the whole territory there acquired, further selection will be made of the most valuable portion as respects fertility, river frontage, and vicinity to the town. The site of the town will consist of 1100 acres, exclusive of portions marked out for general use, such as quays, streets,
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  squares, and public gardens. The selected country lands will comprise 110,000 acres."



  Whether this system will be carried into successful operation, as it has been in South Australia, remains to be seen; as other parties will purchase lands of the native chiefs, perhaps, as cheaply as the New Zealand Company, which may interfere with their operations.

  The British Government have, however, sent Captain Hobson, as an agent, to the Colony; and purchases from the natives, without his sanction, will not hereafter be considered valid, nor recognized upon the establishment of a government and legislature.

  The first three ships with settlers of the New Zealand Company sailed in the summer of 1839, and have since been followed by other vessels, carrying many passengers, so that the number of Europeans in the islands must be now considerable. A small military force judiciously stationed, with one or two ships of war of small force employed in surveying, would do all that is required in conjunction with a colonial police.

  After corroborating in every particular the favourable account of New Zealand presented in the preceding pages, Dr. Lang, in his recent work entitled "New Zealand in 1839," makes the following observations regarding the colonization of those important islands: – 

  "It is quite unnecessary, I apprehend, to consult Puffendorff or Grotius, as to the right of Her Majesty's government to colonize New Zealand, and to assume the sovereignty of the island. The necessity of the case demands such a measure on the part of the British government; humanity calls loudly for it; every independent chief in New Zealand will most assuredly hail it as a blessing to himself and his country; and however insignificant it may appear among the occurrences of the moment, posterity will undoubtedly regard its accomplishment as one of the most important events of Her Majesty's reign.

  "Unquestionable as are the facilities for colonization in
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  Southern Australia, as well as in New South Wales, they are not to be compared with those which New Zealand at this moment affords. In one word, whatever may be the destinies of the Australian Colonies, I am confident that, if colonized on right principles, New Zealand will one day be the Great Britain of the Southern Hemisphere.

  "In one word, whether we regard the situation, the soil, the climate, or the natural productions and inhabitants of the country, I am confident there never has been a more favourable locality for the settlement of a British Colony than the New Zealand group of islands at this moment affords.

  "It may be supposed, indeed, that in a country of which the natives have so long been represented in Europe as ferocious cannibals, Europeans would run considerable risk in attempting to form a permanent settlement. But the circumstance of there being at present a very considerable European population living in perfect security in various parts of the island is a sufficient answer to such an objection. Cannibalism has entirely disappeared in the neighbourhood of all the European settlements; and in their native wars the New Zealanders uniformly respect the Europeans who are settled among them, unless the latter, which indeed is seldom the case, take part with one or other of the hostile tribes.

  "If many hundred Europeans can live at present in perfect safety among the New Zealanders in all parts of the island, even when pursuing a species of traffic that reduces the unfortunate natives to absolute beggary in their own land, it must be evident that as many thousand Europeans would stand in still less need of military protection, especially when living together in concentrated communities, and all their intercourse with the natives conducted on the principles of impartial justice and enlightened Christianity."



  The sovereignty of New Zealand is now assumed by her Britannic Majesty. A charter of incorporation has been
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  granted by Government to the New Zealand Company, and their title to the possessions they had acquired in the island ratified. Ministers have also established a seat of colonial government at Awkland, in the northern island, appointed a Governor, a Chief Justice, an Attorney General, Courts of Law, and all the requisites for administering the government of the colony.

  Three principal settlements have been established by the New Zealand Company, viz. Wellington, in Port Nicholson, New Plymouth, and Nelson. The islands have received the names of New Ulster (northern island), New Munster (the southern), and Stewart Isle, New Leinster.

  To conclude: – New Zealand has undoubtedly vast capabilities for agricultural pursuits, and is better adapted to the purposes of the general farmer than any part of Australia, of which country it must, before long, be the granary. Its climate is eminently salubrious, its soil extremely productive, wheat, maize, barley, potatoes, yams, melons, and peaches flourish abundantly. A crop of wheat and one of potatoes has been raised from the same field within the year. Green peas may be had eleven months out of the twelve, and carrots, turnips, cauliflowers and asparagus are produced in the greatest plenty. Tobacco grows freely in the islands, and it is impossible to over-rate the value of flax grown there as a staple article of commerce. Poultry thrives well, and wild pigeons and ducks are very numerous. Fish is abundant: bream, mackerel, salmon, mullet, soles, lobsters, and several other sorts are caught in large quantities on the coast. Whales approach, also, so near the land, that an extensive fishery is carried on from the shore by boats, and at a greater distance at sea by larger vessels. The colony is undoubtedly of great promise: the energy and activity of British settlers, aided by the vicinity of our Australian colonies, will soon spread a British population entirely over the islands.
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