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  MANUAL AND PLATOON EXERCISES.

  S. 22. The Manual Exercise for Troops armed with "LONG" Rifles..

  PERCUSSION Arms require to be carefully handled, in order to prevent the cock being loosened, by which its direct fall on the nipple would be rendered uncertain. They are at all times, when unloaded, to be used with the cock down on the nipple, and sentries may be permitted to carry their arms, when loaded, in the same manner, in order to secure the cap in its place; but, to avoid accidents, they are to be carried, on all other occasions, at half-cock after being loaded.

  EXPLANATION.

  Words of Command. 1st. 

 Secure, Arms.

  Seize the rifle with the right hand under the guard, turning the lock at the same time to the front, but without moving the rifle from the shoulder; thumb and fingers round the stock, arm close to the body.

  Two.

  Turn the rifle with the right hand, so as to bring the guard and sling to the front, and the cock close to the body, at the same time seize the rifle with the left hand, little finger as high as the shoulder; the left arm to be close to the rifle, which is to be perpendicular.

  Three,

  Bring the right hand smartly to the right side after giving the butt a cant to the left rear with the fingers to bring the rifle under the arm; the cock to be close up under the armpit, the barrel to be uppermost, slanting downwards, and inclining to the right front, the rifle to be firmly grasped with the left hand, which is to be rather below the hip, the left elbow a little to the rear, the lock not to be visible.

  N.B. In marching, or standing at ease, the right hand is to grasp the rifle above the lower band, the sling or stock to rest on the left arm, and the left hand to lay hold of the right arm above the wrist.
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  2nd. 

 Shoulder, Arms.

  Raise the rifle to a perpendicular position with the left hand, bringing the sling and guard to the front, and seize it with the right hand under the guard, the left arm to be close to the rifle, the light arm to the body.

  Two.

  Turn the rifle, without moving it from the shoulder, with the right hand, so as to bring the lock plate full to the front, and grasp the butt with the left hand, knuckles to the front, forefinger half an inch from the heel, and the thumb upon it.

  Three.

  Bring the right hand smartly to the right side, and turn the rifle with the left hand so as to bring the barrel to the front, but without moving it from the shoulder.

  3rd. 

 Order, Arms.

  Seize the rifle with the right hand above the lower band, keeping the elbow as close to the body as possible.

  Two.

  Bring the rifle down to the right side, allowing the little finger to slip behind on the barrel in doing so, and place the butt quietly on the ground; the toe of butt to be in a line with the toe of right foot.

  Three.

  Bring the thumb of the right hand on the sling, and place the muzzle in the hollow of the shoulder; the hand to be flat on the side of the stock.

  4th. 

 Fix, Bayonets.

  At the word Fix, place the thumb of the right hand as quickly as possible behind the barrel, and grasp the rifle; at the same time seize the socket of the bayonet with the left hand, knuckles to the front, thumb to the rear, fingers pointing to the ground, keeping the elbow close to the side. At the word Bayonets, push the muzzle of the rifle a little forward, and draw the bayonet towards it, raising the blade as soon as the point clears the scabbard (bringing the arm close to the body in doing so), and with the utmost celerity fix it, by placing the socket on the muzzle with the flat part of the blade to the front, and when it falls on the block of the foresight, turning it with the thumb (which is to be shifted to the left side of the neck or bend of bayonet) from left to right, after which turn the locking ring in the same direction under the block of the foresight with the thumb, then quit the left hand, and bring the rifle as quickly as possible to the Order as above detailed, and stand perfectly steady.

  5th. 

 Shoulder, Arms.

  At the word Shoulder, place the thumb of the right hand behind the barrel and seize the rifle. At the word Arms, give the rifle a smart cant with the right hand and grasp it below the lower band, keeping the barrel close to the shoulder.

  Two.

  Carry the rifle as quickly as possible to the left side (qutting the right hand immediately), and seize it with the left hand at the full extent of the arm, grasping the butt on the inner side with the two first joints of the fingers, the forefinger half an inch from the heel, the thumb upon it in front, the wrist turned out a little so as to embrace the butt.
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  6th. 

 Present, Arms

  1st. Seize the rifle with the right hand under the guard, turning the lock to the front, but without moving it from the shoulder, thumb and fingers round the stock.

  Two.

  Raise the rifle with the right hand perpendicularly from the shoulder to the poise, bringing it in front of the centre of the body, at the same time place the left hand smartly on the sling with the fingers pointing upwards, the thumb close to the forefinger, the point in a line with the mouth, the wrist on the trigger guard, the left elbow close to the butt, the right elbow and butt close to the body.

  Three.

  Bring the rifle down with a quick motion as low as the right hand will admit without constraint, and grasp it with the left hand, the little finger touching the projection above the lock plate, thumb between stock and barrel, and draw back the right foot at the same instant, so that the hollow of it may touch the left heel; the right hand lightly holding the small of the butt, fingers under the guard pointing rather downwards. The rifle in this position (guard to the front), to be totally supported with the left hand close in front of, and opposite the centre of the body.

  7th. 

 Shoulder, Arms.

  By a turn of the right wrist, bring the rifle to the left side, meeting it with the left hand at the full extent of the arm, and grasp the butt with the fingers, as in No. 5; fingers of the right hand to be under the cock and close to the lock side of stock, thumb between stock and barrel, arm close in to the body; and bring up the right foot at the same instant to its original position.

  Two.

  Bring the right hand smartly to the right side.

  8th. 

 Port, Arms.

  Seize the small of the butt with the right hand, fingers round the stock, thumb under the guard, without moving the rifle from the shoulder; arm close in to the body.

  Two.

  Bring the rifle to a diagonal position across the body, lock to the front, meeting it at once with the left hand immediately below the lower band, thumb and fingers round the piece; the left wrist to be opposite the left breast, both elbows close in to the body, the muzzle slanting upwards, so that the barrel may cross opposite the point of the left shoulder.

  9th. 

 Charge, Bayonets;

  Make a right half face by raising the toes and turning upon the heels, the right toes to point to the right, the left full to the front, and bring down the rifle to nearly a horizontal position at the right side, with the muzzle inclining a little upward; the right wrist to rest against the hollow of the thigh below the hip, the right hand to grasp the small of the butt, and the thumb of the left hand to point to the muzzle.

  When a battalion in line charges with bayonets, at the command "Prepare to Charge," the rifles of the front rank will be brought to the long trail, those of the rear rank remaining at the slope; at the word "Charge" the rifles of the front rank
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  will bo brought smartly to the charging position and the pace increased to double inarch " carefully avoiding too much hurry. On the word "halt" the battalion will halt, the front rank coming to the shoulder, the rear rank to the carry.

  10th. 

 Shoulder Arms.

  Bring the rule up to the left side, and seize it with the left hand at the full extent of the arm, fingers grasping the butt, as in No. 5, and face to the front; the fingers of the right hand to be under the cock and close to the lock side of stock, thumb between stock and barrel, elbow close in to the body.

  Two.

  Bring the right hand smartly to the right side.

  11th. 

 Advance, Arms.

  Seize the rifle with the right hand under the guard, turning the lock to the front, but without moving it from the shoulder, thumb and fingers round the stock.

  Two.

  Bring the rifle to the right side with the right hand, and hold it with the forefinger and thumb round the guard (remaining fingers under the cock), at the full extent of the arm without constraint, seizing it at the same time with the left hand in line with the left elbow to steady it in the shoulder, arm close to the body.

  Three.

  Bring the left hand smartly to the left side.

  12th. 

 Order, Arms.

  Seize the rifle with the left hand, little finger in line with the point of the right shoulder, arm close to the body, barrel of rifle close to the shoulder.

  Two.

  Bring the rifle down in the left hand as low as the left arm will admit (keeping the arm close to the body), letting it slip through the fingers of the right hand until it touches the ground.

  Three.

  Bring the left hand smartly to the left side.

  13th. 

 Advance, Arms

  At the word Advance, place the thumb of the right hand as quickly as possible behind the barrel and seize the rifle. At the word Arms, raise the rifle by a smart cant of the right hand, and seize it with the forefinger and thumb round the trigger guard at the full extent of the arm without constraint, remaining fingers under the cock, at the same time, bring the left hand smartly across the body and seize the rifle also in line with the elbow to steady it in the shoulder, arm close to the body.

  Two.

  Bring the left hand smartly to the left side.

  14th. 

 Shoulder, Arms.

  Seize the rifle with the left hand, little finger in line with the right elbow, and raise it about one inch, without moving the barrel from the shoulder; at the same time slip the thumb of the right hand under the cock, bringing the fingers under the guard to the front, and slanting downwards, left arm close to the body.

  Two.

  By a turn of the right wrist, throw the rifle up to the left side, seizing it with the left hand at the full extent of the arm, and grasp the butt with the fingers, thumb on the heel of it in front; the fingers of the right hand to be under the cock and close to the lock side of stock, thumb between stock and barrel, arm close in to the body.

 Page 7
  Three.

  Bring the right hand smartly to the right side.

  N. B. In the foregoing motions great care must be taken to preserve the squareness of the body, and to avoid raising or sinking the shoulder.

  15th. 

 Support, Arms.

  Seize the small of the butt with the right hand, fingers and thumb round the stock, arm close in to the body, and raise the rifle about one inch.

  Two.

  Bring the left arm under the cock, fingers extended with the thumb close to the forefinger; the cock to rest on the arm midway between the wrist and elbow, which is to be kept close to the body.

  Three.

  Bring the right hand smartly to the right side,

  N. B. In marching any distance when supported, the men are allowed to bring their right hand across the body to the small of the butt, which latter must, in that case, be thrown a little forward; the fingers of the left hand to be placed between the body and right elbow; the right hand to be instantly removed when the division halts, or is ordered to dress by the right or left.

  16th. 

 Stand, at Ease.

  Seize the small of the butt with the right hand, fingers and thumb round the stock, arm close in to the body, fingers of the left hand between the body and right elbow; at the same to move the left foot six inches to the front, with the toes pointing to the left front (feet separated), the left knee to be slightly bent, the greater part of the weight of the body to be brought on the right leg, the butt to be thrown a little forward.

  17th. 

 Attention.

  Bring the right hand smartly to the right side and the left foot back in line with the right.

  18th. Carry, Anns.

  Seize the small of the butt as in the 1st motion of the "support."

  Two.

  Drop the left hand smartly and grasp the butt with the fingers on the inside, thumb on the heel in front.

  Three.

  Bring the right hand smartly to the right side, allowing the left arm to sink to the full extent at the same time.

  19th. Slope, Arms.

  Raise the rifle until the guard is pressed gently against the hollow of the shoulder, without moving the upper part of the arm, bringing the left hand in a line with the elbow, and the toe of the butt opposite the centre of the left thigh.

  20th. 

 Stand, at Ease.

  Bring the right hand smartly across the body and place it on the left hand, thumbs of both hands to be on the heel of the butt, that of the left nearest to the lock, at the same time move the left foot six inches to the front, &c., as detailed at No. 16.

  21st. 

 Attention.

  Bring the right hand smartly to the right side, and the left foot back in line with the right.

  22nd. 

 Carry, Arms,

  Drop the left arm to the full extent, and bring the right hand at the same time across the body (elbow close), placing the fingers under the cock and close to the lock side of stock, thumb between stock and barrel, to steady the rifle to the shoulder,
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  Two.

  Bring the right hand smartly to the right side.

  23rd. 

 Order, Arms.

  As detailed in No. 3.

  24th. 

 Unfix, Bayonets.

  At the word Unfix, place the thumb of the right hand as quickly as possible behind the barrel, and grasp the rifle. At the word Bayonet, push the muzzle a little forward and seize the rifle with the left hand immediately above the top band, thumb and fingers round the stock and barrel, arm close to the body, as also the socket of the bayonet between the forefinger and thumb of the right hand, fingers closed in the hand, knuckles to the front, arm close to the body, then with the second joint of the forefinger, turn the locking ring to the left, after which extend the fingers under the "bend" to raise the bayonet, and again turn it to the left, then remove it from the muzzle, and drop the point _ towards the scabbard, inclining the palm of the hand to the front in doing so, and place the little finger on the top of the socket; at the same time, force the muzzle of the rifle back to its proper position with the left hand, which is to be immediately removed, and placed on the top of the scabbard to guide the bayonet into it, the elbow to the rear and as close to the body as possible; this being done, come smartly to the position of ordered arms.

  25th. 

 Stand at Ease.

  On the words Stand at-Easey the left foot will be earned forward six inches, toes to the left front, feet separated, the greatest part of the weight of the body brought upon the right leg; the left knee a little bent; the hands will bo brought together before the body, the palms being struck smartly together, and that of the right hand then slipped over the back of the left; but the shoulders will be kept back and square; the bead to the front, and the whole attitude without constraint.

 



  S. 23. The Manned Exercise for Troops armed with the "Short" Rifle.

  1st. 

 Secure Arms.

  THE rifle at "Shoulder Arms" to bo carried in the right band at the full extent of the arm, close in to the side; guard to the front, with the forefinger and thumb round it, the remaining fingers under the cock; the upper part of the barrel close in to the hollow of the shoulder.

  Seize the rifle with the left hand at the lower band, raising it a few inches by slightly bending the right arm, but without moving the barrel from the shoulder, and slip the thumb of the right hand under the cock, bringing the fingers under the guard to the front, and slanting downwards; both arms close to the body; left hand square with the left elbow.
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  Two.

  Pass the rifle smartly to the left side, and cant the butt to the left rear, with the right hand to bring the rifle under the firm, quitting the right hand immediately to the right side; the cock to be close up under the armpit; the barrel to be uppermost, slanting downwards and inclining to the right front; the rifle to be firmly grasped with the left hand, which is to be rather below the hip; the left elbow a little to the rear; the lock not to be visible.

  N.B. In marching or standing at ease, the right hand is to grasp the rifle above the lower band, the sling or stock to rest on the left arm, and the left hand to lay hold of the right arm above the wrist.

  2nd. 

 Shoulder, Arms.

  Carry the rifle to the right side with the left hand, and seize it with the forefinger and thumb of the right hand round the guard (remaining fingers under the cock) at the full extent of the arm without constraint, the left band to steady it in the shoulder, arm close to the body.

  Two.

  Bring the left hand smartly to the left side.

  3rd. 

 Order, Arms.

  Seize the rifle with the left hand, thumb and fingers round the piece, the little finger in line with the point of the right shoulder, hut without moving the barrel therefrom, arm close in to the body.

  Two.

  Bring the rifle down in the left hand as low as the left arm will admit, keeping the arm and rifle close to the body, and with the right hand, which is to seize the rifle between the bands, place the butt quietly on the ground even with the toe of right foot, bringing the left hand at the same instant smartly to the left side; the right arm to be slightly bent, the thumb pressed against the thigh, fingers slanting towards the ground.

  4th. 

 Fix, Swords.

  Place the rifle with the right hand smartly between the knees, guard to the front, and immediately seize the handle of the sword with the right hand, (the left hand holding the scabbard) and draw it towards the muzzle, raising the point upwards when clear of the scabbard, and seize the rifle with the left hand at the "nose cap," then place the back part of the handle against the lock side of barrel, knuckles to the right, arm close to the body, and slide the spring on to the catch, and the ring on to the muzzle; when this is done, seize the rifle with the right hand between the bands, bring the left hand smartly to the left side, and come to the position of "Order Arms"

  N.B. Serjeants of line regiments, when armed with the short rifle, will not fix swords in performing the manual exercise.

  5th. 

 Shoulder, Arms,

  Raise the rifle with a smart cant of the right hand, and seize the trigger guard between the forefinger and thumb at the full extent of the arm, the remaining fingers under the cock, at the same time seize the rifle also with the left hand in line with the elbow to steady it in the shoulder, arm close to the body.
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  Two.

  Bring the left hand smartly to the left side.

  6th. 

 Present, Arms.

  Seize the rifle with the left hand as in the first motion of "Secure Arms."

  Two.

  Raise the rifle with the right hand perpendicularly from the shoulder to the poise, bringing it in front of the centre of the body, lock to the front; at the same time place the left hand smartly on the stock with the lingers pointing upwards, the thumb close to the forefinger, the point in line with the mouth, the wrist on the trigger guard, the left elbow close to the butt, the right elbow and butt close to the body.

  Three.

  Bring the rifle down with a quick motion as low as the right hand will admit without constraint, guard to the front, and grasp it with the left hand, the little finger touching the projection above the lock plate, thumb between stock and barrel, at the same time draw back the right foot so that the hollow of it may touch the left heel; lightly holding the small of the butt with the right hand, fingers pointing rather downwards; the rifle in this position to bo totally supported with the left hand, close in front of and opposite the centre of the body.

  7th. 

 Shoulder, Arms.

  Bring the rifle to the right side, and seize it with the right hand, the thumb and forefinger round the guard at the full extent of the arm, remaining fingers under the cock, bringing the left hand square with the left elbow and the right foot to its original position, both arms close to the body.

  Two.

  Bring the left hand smartly to the left side.

  8th. 

 Port, Arms.

  Seize the rifle with the left hand, as in the first motion of "Secure Arms."

  Two.

  Bring the rifle in the left hand to a diagonal position across the body, lock to the front, and seize the small of the butt at once with the right hand, thumb and fingers round the stock, the left wrist to be opposite the left breast, both elbows close to the body, the muzzle slanting upwards, so that the barrel may cross opposite the point of the left shoulder.

  9th. 

 Charge, Swords.

  Make a right half-face by raising the toes and turning upon the heels, the right toes to point to the right, the left full to the front, and bring down the rifle to nearly a horizontal position at the right side, with the muzzle inclining a little upwards, the right wrist to rest against the hollow of the thigh below the hip, the thumb of right hand pointing to the muzzle.

  When a battalion in line charges with swords, the whole are in the first instance to advance in quick time with shouldered arms; at the command "Prepare to charge" the rifles of the front rank will be brought to the long trail, and those of the rear rank to the slope; at the word "Charge" the rifles of the front rank will be brought smartly to the charging position, and the pace increased to "double march" carefully avoiding too much hurry. On the word "Halt" both ranks will halt and shoulder arms.
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  10th. 

 Shoulder, Arms.

  Raise the rifle to a perpendicular position at the right side-, and seize it with the right hand, the thumb and forefinger round the guard at the full extent of the arm, the remaining fingers under the cock, the left hand holding the piece above the lower band square with the left elbow, both arms close in to the body.

  Two.

  Bring the left hand smartly to the left side.

  N.B. In the foregoing motions, great care must be taken to preserve the squareness of the body, and to avoid raising or sinking the shoulder.

  11th. 

 Slope, Arms.

  Seize the rifle with the left hand as in the first motion of "Secure Arms."

  Two.

  Bring the rifle to the left side, and seize it at once with the left hand, the two first joints of the fingers grasping the butt, the thumb alone to be on trie heel of it, the muzzle to slant to the rear, and the guard pressed gently against the hollow of the shoulder; the upper part of the left arm to be close in to the side, the hand in a line with the elbow, the toe of the butt opposite the centre of the left thigh; the right hand holding the small, thumb and fingers round the stock, arm close in to the body.

  Three.

  Bring the right hand smartly to the right side.

  12th. 

 Stand, at Ease:

  Bring the right hand smartly across the body and place it on the left hand, thumbs of both hands to be on the heel of the butt, that of the left nearest to the lock; at the same time move the left foot six inches to the front, with the toes pointing to the left front (feet separated), the left knee to be slightly bent, the greater part of the weight of the body to be brought on the right leg; no constraint.

  13th.

  Attention.

  Bring the left foot back in line with the right, and the right hand smartly to the right side.

  14th. 

 Carry, Arms.

  Seize the small of the butt with the right hand, fingers and thumb round the stock, arm close in to the body.

  Two.

  Bring the rifle to the right side, and seize it with the forefinger and thumb round the guard, the remaining fingers under the cock, at the full extent of the right arm; the left hand to be brought across the body with the fingers extended on the rifle in line with the elbow to steady it to the shoulder; thumb close to the forefinger.

  Three.

  Bring the left hand smartly to the left side.

  15th. 

 Order, Anns.

  As detailed in No. 3.

  16th. 

 Unfix, Swords.

  Place the rifle with the right hand smartly between the knees, guard to the front, and seize it with the left hand at the "nose cap," as also the handle of the sword with the right hand, knuckles to the front, fingers pointing downwards; then with the forefinger press the spring inwards, raise the sword upwards, and drop the point, with the edge to the front, towards the scabbard, raising the right elbow in doing so, at the same time
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  move the left hand smartly and seize the scabbard to guide the sword into it, this being done, seize the rifle with the right hand, and come to the position of "order arms."

  17th.

  Stand, at Ease.

  Push the muzzle of the rifle to the front with the right hand, arm close to the side; at the same time move the left foot six inches to the front, &c., as detailed at No. 12.

  The foregoing exercise is applicable for serjeants, and supersedes the "Fusil exercise."

  Serjeants in line will remain steady at "shoulder arms," during the performance of the manual and platoon exercise.

  In taking up an alignment, the rifle is to be raised with the left hand holding the butt, thumb on the heel of it, the small of the butt being seized with the right hand, the piece brought before the body, the barrel to the front; this position will be called the recover.

  TIME.

  The motions in the manual exercise are to be performed having one pause of the slow time of march between each, except that of fixing bayonets or swords, in which a longer time must be given; one pause should also be made between the first and last parts of the words of command, for instance, shoulder (one pause) arms, both in the manual and platoon.

  The manual is not to be executed by one word or signal, but each separate word of command is to bo given by the officer who commands the body performing it.

  In ordering arms from any position, the greatest care is to be taken to prevent the rifle falling on, or striking the ground, nor is it to be unnecessarily shaken in performing any of the motions of the manual exercise.

 

  S, 24. Trailing Arms

  Trail, Arms.

  From the Order, with Long and Short Rifle.

  Bring the rifle to a horizontal position at the right side, holding it with the right hand behind the lower band (thumb and fingers round the piece) at the full extent of the arm; the muzzle of the rear rank man's rifle to be just in front and clear of the wrist of his front rank man,

  From the Shoulder with Long Rifle.

  Seize the rifle with the right hand under the lower band, arm close in to the body, thumb and fingers round the piece.

  Two. –  Bring the rifle in the right hand to a horizontal position at the right side, and hold it at the full extent of the arm; the muzzle of the rear rank man's rifle to be just in front and clear of the wrist of his front rank man, 

  From the Advance, or Shoulder, with Short Rifle.

  Seize the rifle with the left hand, little finger in line with the elbow, arm close in to the body.

  Two. – Bring the rifle to a horizontal position at the right side, seizing it at once with the right hand behind the lower hand (thumb and fingers round the piece) at the lull extent of the arm, bringing the left hand smartly to the left side.

  Change, Arms.

  Bring the rifle to a perpendicular position at the right side, and seize it with the left hand close above the sight, and carry it round to the left side, bringing it to a horizontal position at the full extent of the arm.
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  When moving with trailed arms, at the word "halt," arms are to be ordered. In Rifle corps at the word "march" arms are to be trailed without any command to that effect.

  Order, Arms 

 (from the trail).

  Bring the rifle at once to a perpendicular position at the right side, and place the butt quietly on the ground, and come to the position of "order arms."

  N.B. Trailed arms, for the ease of the soldier, may be used on the line of march, or in marching to and from the place of parade or exercise, or with guards marching to and from their posts, or when moving as light infantry.

  Trailed arms must never be used with fixed bayonets, except in preparing to charge; nor in file marching, nor in any field movements where close marching is required.

  If required to move a few paces backwards or forwards when at ordered arms, the rifle is merely to be raised from the ground, keeping the barrel close to the shoulder; this position will be called short trail.

 

  S. 25. Method of Piling Arms.

  The company to stand in close order, with ordered arms, and to be numbered from right to left.

  Pile, Arms.

  At the word "pile" the rear rank will take a pace of ten inches to the rear, and the front rank draw back their right feet in order to face to the right about; at the word "arms," the front rank will face about, bringing their rifles with them to ordered arms; the front and rear rank men will then place the butts, locks inwards, against the inside of their outer feet as close to the heel as possible, after which the right file rear rank and the left file front rank will incline their rifles towards each other, and cross ramrods; the right file front rank will at once place his left hand round the muzzle of his left file, bearing it from him, and with his right hand lock ramrods by passing his by the left of the ramrods and to the right of the muzzles of the other rifles, the left file rear rank will then lodge his rifle between the muzzles of the rifles of the front rank, sling uppermost. When there is an odd file, the front and rear rank man will lodge his rifle against the pile nearest his right hand.

  Stand clear.

  Ranks take a pace or ten inches backwards and face towards the pivot flank.

  Stand to.

  Ranks facing towards the pivot flank, will face inwards and close on their arms by taking a pace of ten inches forward.

  Unpile, Arms.

  At the word "unpile" seize the rifle with the right hand under the top band, front rank at the same time drawing back their right feet in order to face to the right about; at the Avoid "arms" unlock the ramrods without hurry, by inclining the butts inwards, and come to ordered arms, the front rank will then
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  "front", and the rear rank close on it by taking' a pace of ten inches forward.

  N.B. It is necessary to be careful in piling and unpiling arms to prevent damage being done to the ramrods and sights.

 



 

      
  
       

 PLATOON EXERCISE.
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  PLATOON EXERCISE.

  S. 26. The Platoon Exercise, and different Firings for the Long and Short Rifle.

  THE recruit, having a thorough knowledge of the several motions of the firelock as detailed in the MANUAL EXERCISE, will now be taught the PLATOON EXERCISE as follows; for this purpose a squad of eight or ten men will be formed in a single rank at close files, with knapsacks on: – 

  1st. To load and fire standing 

 2nd. To load and fire as a front rank kneeling. 

 3rd. To load and fire as a rear rank kneeling.

 

  Words of Command.

  EXPLANATIONS.

  Platoon exercise by motions, standing.

  To serve as a caution.

  Prepare to load.

  Two.

  From Shouldered Arms.

  Seize the rifle with the right hand as in the first motion of order arms, at the game time make a right half-face by raising the toes and turning upon the heels, left toes to point to the front, right toes to the right, eyes to tile front.

  As a front rank, carry the left foot ten inches to the left front, (vis., 6 to the front and 8 to the left,) moving the body with it; as a rear rank, carry the left foot six inches to the front, moving the body with it also, toes in both cases to point direct to the front; at the same time square the shoulders to the front from the hip, and bring the ride down perpendicularly in the right hand opposite the left breast, to the full extent of the arm, and seize it with the left hand at the nose cap, thumb and fingers round the stock and barrel, and place the butt without noise on the ground, close against the inside of the leh foot, the heel of it to be in a line with the ball of the big toe, barrel to the front and perpendicular, left arm close to the side; carrying the right hand at once to the pouch, (elbow to the rear) and take up a cartridge, holding it with the forefinger and thumb close to the top with the bullet in the palm of the hand.

  From Advanced Arms, or Shouldered Arms, with Short Rifles.

  Seize the rifle with the left hand, the little finger in line with the right shoulder, left arm close in to the body, at the same time make a rigid half-face by railing the toes and turning upon the heels, the left toes to point to the front, the right toes to the right, eyes to the front.

  Two – as a front rank, carry the left foot ten inches to the left front, (viz., 6 to to the front and 8 to the left,) moving the body with it; as a rear rank, carry the left foot six inches to the front, moving the body with it also, at the same time square the shoulders to the front from the hip, and bring the rifle down in the left hand and place the butt without noise on the ground close against the inside of tile left foot, the heel of it to be in a line with the ball of the big toe, barrel to the front and perpendicular, and slip the left hand smartly to the nose cap, thumb and fingers round the stock and barrel, left arm close to the side; carrying the right hand at once to I he pouch, (elbow to the rear) and take up a cartridge, holding it with the forefinger and thumb close to the top with the bullet in the palm of the hand.

  From Ordered Arms.

  Make a right half-face by raising the toes and turning upon the heels, the left toes to point to the front, the right to the right, carrying the rifle round with the body, eyes to the front.

  Two -as a front rank, carry the left foot ten inches to the left front, (viz., 6 to the front and 8 to the left,) moving the body with it; as a rear rank, carry the left foot six inches to the front, moving the body with it also, and at the same time square the shoulders to the front from the hip, and pass the rifle smartly to the left hand, which will seize it at the "nose cap," thumb and finger round the stock, and place the butt without noise on the ground, close against the inside of the left foot, the heel of it to be in a line with the ball of the big toe, barrel to the front and perpendicular, left arm close to the side, carrying the right hand at once to the pouch, (elbow to the rear) and take up a cartridge, holding it with the forefinger and thumb close to the top with the bullet in the palm of the hand.
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  N.B. The feet, as above detailed, being at right angles, care must be taken that this angle is not increased by turning the right toes to the rear, as such would tend to alter the proper and essential position of the right shoulder in loading and firing.

  Load.

  Bring the cartridge to the forefinger and thumb of left hand, and, with the arm close in to the body, tear off the end of it with care, so as not to lose any of the powder; any motion which may be necessary to be from the wrist only.

  Two.

  Bring the cartridge to the muzzle of the rifle, and pour the powder into the barrel, inclining the palm of the hand to the front, and bringing the right elbow square with the wrist in doing so.

  Three.

  Reverse the cartridge by dropping the hand over the muzzle, bringing the fingers round the barrel, and the knuckles to the front, and put the bullet into the barrel nearly as far as the top, holding the paper above the point of the bullet between the forefinger and thumb, still keeping the right elbow square with the wrist.

  Four.

  By a turn of the wrist from left to right, pressing the little finger against the barrel, and dropping the right elbow into the side, tear off the paper which is held between the forefinger and thumb; – when this motion is completed, the little finger to rest against the side of the barrel, the knuckles inclined towards the ground.

  Five.

  Seize the head of the ramrod between the second joint of the forefinger and thumb, knuckles towards the body.

  Rod.

  Force the ramrod smartly out of the stock, so as to seize it exactly in the middle between the first two fingers and thumb of the right hand, the forefinger to be in a line with the muzzle of the rifle, the knuckles towards the body, the remaining fingers closed in the hand, the elbow square with the wrist; the thumb of left hand to point to the muzzle.

  Two.

  Draw the ramrod entirely out with a straight arm, turn it, (dropping the head to the front, the point to pass close by the side of the left ear,) and place it on the top of the bullet; the ramrod to be perpendicular and held in the middle between the first two fingers and thumb of (he right hand, the remaining fingers closed in the palm of it, the knuckles full to the front, the arm to be kept as close to the ramrod as possible without constraint, and without altering the squareness of the shoulders.

  Home.

  Force the bullet straight down the barrel until the second finger touches the muzzle of the rifle, bringing the elbow down close in to the body at the same time, and inclining the knuckles to the right.

  Two.

  Move the right hand smartly to the point of the ramrod and seize it between the first two fingers and thumb, the remaining fingers to be closed in the hand, the knuckles full to the front, the arm to be kept as close to the ramrod as possible without constraint, and without altering the squareness of the shoulders.
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  Three.

  Force the bullet steadily straight down to the bottom, bringing the elbow down close in to the body at the same time, and inclining the knuckles to the right.

  Four.

  By two steady and firm pressures (raising the ramrod about one inch on each occasion) ascertain that the bullet is resting on the powder; all strokes which may indent the point of the bullet to be avoided.

  Return.

  Draw the ramrod smartly out of the barrel, so as to seize it in the middle between the first two fingers and thumb of the right band, the forefinger to be in a line with the muzzle of the rifle, the knuckles towards the body, the remaining fingers closed in the hand, the elbow square with the wrist.

  Two.

  Draw the ramrod entirely out with a straight arm, turn it (dropping the point to the front, the head to pass close by the side of the left ear), and put it into its place at once, pressing the ramrod towards the body in doing so, to prevent the point catching the band or otherwise doing injury to the stock; move the right hand smartly at the same time, and place the second joint of the forefinger (the remaining fingers to he closed in the hand) on the head of the ramrod and force it home, then seize it between the second joint of forefinger and thumb, and drop the left hand smartly at the same instant to its full extent and seize the rifle; the arm to be close in to the body.

  N.B. In performing the motions of "Rod" and "Return," care must he taken that the ramrod rubs as little as possible against the sides of the barrel or muzzle, that the shoulders are preserved square to the front, and that the body is kept perfectly steady.

  Cap.

  Let the shoulders resume the half-lace, and bring the rifle to a horizontal position at the right side with the left hand, which is to grasp it firmly behind the lower band, but not nearer to the nipple than the projection in front of the lock-plate against which the little finger may rest, the thumb between stock and barrel, the left arm to he close in to the body as a support, at the same time meet the " small of the butt" with the right hand, elbow to the rear, and hold it lightly with the lingers behind the trigger guard and half cock the rifle, the thumb to remain on the cock; as a front rank the "small of the butt" to be pressed against the hip, as a rear rank four inches above it.

  Two.

  Advance the fingers to the nipple, and with the forefinger throw off the old cap.

  Three.

  Carry the hand to the cap pocket, and take up a cap between the forefinger and thumb, the remaining fingers to be closed in the hand, elbow to the rear.

  Four.

  Put the cap straight upon the nipple, looking to the front after doing so.
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  Five.

  Press the cap home with the flat part of the thumb, with the fingers closed in the hand and against the lock-plate.

  Six.

  Bring the hand to the "small" of the butt, and hold it lightly with the fingers behind the trigger guard, thumb pointing to the muzzle.

  As a Front (or Tirar) Rank at . . . . . yards.

  Ready.

  Carry the right hand to the sight, and with the forefinger and thumb adjust the sliding bar, placing the top even with the line, or to the place that indicates the elevation necessary for the distance named then raise the flap without a jerk from the top if required, after which bring the hand back to the small of the butt, and full cock the rifle, and hold it lightly with the fingers behind the trigger guard, thumb pointing to the muzzle, and fix the eye STEADFASTLY on some object in front.

  From Shouldered Arms.

  Make a right half-face by raising the toes and turning upon the heels, the left fool to point direct to the front the right foot to the right, at the same time seize the rifle with the right hand at the small of the butt, thumb pointing to the muzzle.

  Two. - Bring the rifle to a horizontal position at the right side, meeting it with the left hand, which is to grasp the stock firmly behind the lower band, but not nearer to the nipple than the projection in front of the lock plate, against which the little finger may rest, the thumb between stock and barrel, the left arm to be close in to the body as a support; the small of the butt, as a front rank,, pressed against the hip, as a rear rank, four inches above it; then as a front rank carry the left foot ten inches to the left front (viz., six inches to the front and eight to the left, ) moving the body with it, as a rear rank, carry the left foot six inches to the front, moving the body with it also; toes in both cases to point direct to the front, and proceed as detailed in the left-hand column.

  From Advanced Anns, or Shouldered Arms, with Short Rifles.

  Make a right half-face by raising the toes and turning upon the heels, the left foot to point to the front, the right foot to the right, at the same time seize the rifle !with the left hand, the little finger in line with the right elbow.

  Two. -Bring the rifle to a horizontal position at the right side, grasping it with the left hand firmly behind the lower band, but not nearer to the nipple than the projection in front of the lock plate, against which the little finger may rest, the thumb between stock and barrel, the left arm close in to the bo ty as a support; the small of the butt as a front rank pressed against the hip, as a rear rank, four inches above it, then carry the left foot as a front rank ten inches to the left front (viz., six to the front and eight to the left, ) moving the body with it, as a rear rank, carry the left foot six inches to the left front, moving the body with it also; toes in both cases to point direct to the front, and proceed as detailed in the first column.

  From Ordered Arms.

  Make a right half-face by raising the toes, &c., as before directed, carrying the rifle round with the body, and place the thumb of the right hand smartly behind the barrel and seize the rifle.

  Two. - Bring the rifle to a horizontal position at the right side, grasping it with the left hand, as explained in the adjoining columns, &c., then proceed is detailed in the first column.

 

  Present.

  Bring the rifle to the shoulder at once, carrying it to the front so as to clear the body in doing so, but without moving the left hand from the place at which it grasps the stock at the capping position, or stooping the body, or raising the heels off the ground, (the rifle to rest solidly in the palm of the left hand) at the same time raise the right elbow nearly square with, and bring it well to the front of the right shoulder, so as to form a bed for the butt, the centre of which press firmly to the shoulder with the left hand, and bring the left elbow well under the rifle to form a support; the right hand to lightly hold the small of the butt, with the thumb pointing to the muzzle, which is to he a few inches below the object the right eye is fixed upon, the forefinger to be along the outside of the trigger guard, and the left eye closed; the arm of the front rank man is not to be raised too high, as he will thereby prevent his rear rank man taking aim.
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  N.B. As the recruit will not get into the position here detailed without practice and much care, the instructor will frequently command "as you were," (when the rifle is to he brought down to the right side, but without moving his eye from the object, or any part of his body but the arms,) and point out the defects observed; by this means the recruit will soon be accustomed to get into the position readily, acquire a full command of his rifle with the left hand, and become habituated to handle it with expertness.

  Two.

  Place the forefinger round the trigger like a hook, that part of it between the first and second joint to rest flat on the trigger, and restrain the breathing.

  Three.

  Raise the muzzle steadily until the top of the fore-sight is brought in a line with the object through the bottom of the notch of the back-sight.

  Four.

  Press the trigger without the least jerk or motion of the hand, eye, or arm, until the cock falls upon the nipple, keeping the eye still firmly fixed upon the object.

  Five.

  Bring the rifle to the capping position, and shut down the flap, but without moving the sliding bar, and immediately seize the rifle with the right hand close in front of the left, fore-arm close to the barrel; and after a pause of the slow time, taking the time from the right, turn the barrel at once downwards, and bring the rifle to a perpendicular position opposite the right breast in the right hand, then seize it with the left hand at the nose cap, and come to the position of "prepare to load," 2nd motion.

  NOTE. Too much pains cannot be taken to insure that the soldier takes a deliberate aim at some positive object whenever he brings the rifle to the "Present;" for this purpose, therefore, small bull's eyes are to be marked on the barrack wall for the men to aim at.

  Particular attention is to be given to the following points in the "Present." The body is to be firm and upright, the butt to be pressed firmly into the hollow of the shoulder, so as to avoid the kick which will otherwise take place from the recoil on the explosion of the powder; the rifle to rest solidly in the palm of the left hand, and to be firmly grasped, but without rigidity of muscle, the sight to be upright, and in aiming, the muzzle to be steadily raised until the top of the fore-sight is aligned upon the object on which the right eye is fixed, through the bottom of the notch of the back-sight, the left eye being closed and the breathing restrained. In delivering the fire, the trigger is to be moved by pressure alone, without any motion of the hand, eye, or elbow; the right eye to continue fixed on the object after snapping, to ascertain if the aim has been deranged by the movement of trigger or body.

  The position of the head with reference to the butt when taking aim depends entirely on the distances fired at, or the

 Page 19
  elevation used. At short distances the butt must be brought to the head by raising the shoulder, or the cheek so placed on the butt by stooping the head a little forward, not sideways, as to get the eye fixed on the object through the bottom of the back-sight; as the distances increase the head must be raised or the shoulder lowered.

  Load.

  As before detailed, by motions, and so continue exercising until the recruit has attained such a knowledge of the various motions as to be capable of combining them in regular order.

  From the capping position.

  Shoulder, Arms.

  At the word "shoulder" bring the left foot back to the right, (placing the heel behind that of the right foot) and at the word "arms," face to the front by raising the toes and turning upon the heels, at the same time throw the rifle with the right hand on to the left shoulder, and grasp the butt with the left hand at the full extent of the arm, the fingers of the right hand to be under the cock and close to the lock side of stock, thumb pointing to the muzzle.

  Two.

  Bring the right hand smartly to the right side.

  Advance, Arms, or Shoulder, Arms, with Short Rifle.

  At the word "advance" or "shoulder" bring the left foot back to the right, (placing the heel behind that of the right foot) and at the word "arms" face to the front by raising the toes and turning upon the heels, at the same time bring the rifle to a perpendicular position at the right side with the left hand, and seize it with the forefinger and thumb of the right hand round the trigger-guard, the remaining fingers under the cock.

  Two.

  Bring the left hand smartly to the left side.

  Order, Arms.

  At the word "order" bring the left foot back to the right, (placing the heel behind that of the right foot) and seize the rifle with the right hand close in front of the left, fore-arm close to the barrel; at the word "arms" face to the front by raising the toes and turning upon the heels, and with the right hand place the butt quietly on the ground at the right side even with the toe of the right foot, &c., as detailed in the manual exercise.

 

  To "Order Arms" from the position of "Prepare to Load"

  Order, Arms.

  At the word "order" bring the left foot back to the right and the shoulders to the half face; and at the word "arms" face to the front by turning on both heels, and pass the rifle smartly to the right side with the left hand, and drop the right arm to its proper extent, quitting the left hand immediately.

 

  TO LOAD AND FIEE KNEELING.

  Platoon Exercise by Motions, as a front (or rear rank) kneeling.

  To serve as a caution.
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  Prepare to load.

  Two.

  From Shouldered Arms.

  Seize the small of the butt with the right hand, and at the same time make a right half-face by raising the toes and turning upon the heels, the left toes to point to the front, right toes to the right.

  Grasp the rifle with the left hand, the little finger as high as the shoulder, the elbow close in to the lock-plate; at the same time carry the right foot twelve inches to the rear and place the toe of the boot on the ground as much to the left of the left heel as will bring the right knee of the front rank six inches to the right when on the ground, and that of the rear rank twelve inches to the right; the foot to be nearly perpendicular, the left leg straight.

  From Advanced Arms, or from Shouldered Arms with Short Rifles.

  Seize the rifle with the left hand, the little finger in line with the right elbow, keeping the left arm close in to the body; at the same time make a light half-face, by raising the toes anil turning upon the heels, the left toes to point to the front, the right toes to the right.

  Two. - Carry the right foot twelve inches to the rear, and place the toe of the boot on the ground as much to the left of the left heel as will bring the right knee of the front rank six inches to the right when on the ground, and that of the rear rank twelve inches to the right; the foot to be nearly perpendicular, the left leg straight.

  Three.

  Four

  Front Rank.

  Sink down at once on the right knee, six inches to the right and twelve inches to the rear of the left heel, and square with the right foot, which is to be under the body, and upright, the left leg to be as perpendicular as possible; at the same time bring the rifle down in the left hand, close in to the body, and pass the butt to the left rear over the right heel to the extent of the left arm, sling upwards, meeting the barrel with the right hand, the thumb in a line with the muzzle, the right arm to be close in to the body, the hand in front of the left breast, the shoulders to be brought nearly square to the front.

  Seize the rifle with the left hand at the nose cap; the elbow to be close in to the left side, hand in front of the left breast, the rifle to be close in to the hollow of the left side and as upright as possible; at the same time carry the hand to the pouch and take up a cartridge, holding it between the forefinger and thumb, close to the top, with the bullet in the palm of the hand.

  Rear Rank.

  Three. -Sink down at once on the right knee, twelve inches to the right, and twelve inches to the rear of the left heel, and square with the tight foot, which is to be under the body, and upright; bringing the body nearly to the right about three-quarters face in doing so; (the left leg inclining to the right) and at the same time carry the rifle in the left hand, and place the butt flat on the ground, (lock uppermost) under the shin of the right leg of the front rank man of the file on the right, meeting the barrel with the right hand, the thumb in a line with the muzzle, the right arm close in to the side, the muzzle of the rifle as high, and in a line with the right shoulder, eyes to the right rear.

  Four. -Seize the rifle with the left hand at the nose cap, the elbow to be close in to the body, hand in front of the right breast; at the same time carry the right hand to the pouch and take up a cartridge, holding it between the forefinger and thumb, close to the top, with the bullet in the palm of the band.

  N.B. As the length of leg, in very tall men, is greater than the breadth of body, it will be impossible, in close order, to get the knee square with the foot; in such cases, therefore, the knee is to be inclined to the front, but not beyond the inside of the right foot of right file.

  Load.

  In five motions, as detailed when loading standing; in seizing the head of the ramrod in the fifth motion, the front rank to incline the ramrod to the right to facilitate the drawing of it.

  Rod.

  In two motions, as detailed when loading standing.

  Home.

  In four motions, as detailed when loading standing.

  Return.

  Draw the ramrod smartly out of the barrel, so as to seize it in the middle, between the first two fingers and thumb of the right hand, the forefinger to be in a line with the muzzle, the knuckles towards the body, the remaining fingers closed in the hand, the elbow square with the wrist.

  Two.

  Draw the ramrod entirely out with a straight arm, turn it, (dropping the point towards the ground,) put it into its place at once, pressing the ramrod towards the body in doing so, to
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  prevent the point catching the band or otherwise doing injury to the stock; move the right hand smartly at the same time, and place the second joint of the forefinger (the remaining fingers to be closed in the hand) on the head of the ramrod and force it home, then seize it between the second joint of the forefinger and thumb, arm to be close in to the body, and slip the left hand to the full extent, and seize the rifle immediately below the lower band.

  Cap.

  Front Rank.

  With the left hand raise the butt over the right heel close by the body in a slanting direction until the left elbow is brought in front of the hip, at the same time quitting the right hand to the right side, then bring the rifle round in front of the left leg to a horizontal position at the right side, and the shoulders to the right half-face, placing the left fore-arm at once square on the thigh six inches behind the knee, and meeting the small of the butt with the right hand, which is to hold it lightly, with the fingers behind the trigger-guard, and half-cock the rifle, the thumb to remain on the cock; – the rifle to be grasped with the left hand as detailed when capping standing; the butt to be pressed against the side.

  Rear Rank.

  With the left hand bring the rifle to a horizontal position at the right side, muzzle to the front, and let the body resume the right half-face, place the left fore-arm at once square on the left knee, at the same time meet the small of the butt with the right hand, and hold it lightly with the fingers bihind the guard, and half-cock the rifle, the thumb to remain on the cock; – the rifle to be grasped with the left hand, as detailed when capping standing, the butt to be pressed against the side.

  Two. 

 Three. 

 Four. 

 Five. 

 Six.

  As detailed when capping standing.

  From Shouldered Arms.

  From Advanced Arms, or Shouldered Arms, with Short Rifles.

  Two.

  Three.

  Four.

  Five.

  Six.

  As a front (or rear) Rank at – - yards. 

 Ready

  Bring the weight of the body on to the right heel, then adjust the sight as before explained; after which bring the hand back to the small of the butt and full cock the rifle, and hold it lightly, with the fingers behind the guard, thumb pointing to the muzzle, and fix the eye STEADFASTLY on an object in front.

  From Shouldered Arms.

  As detailed in the first motion of "ready," from the shoulder standing.

  Two. -Bring the rifle to a horizontal position at the right side, as explained in the 2nd motion of "ready" from the shoulder standing, at the same time carry the right foot 12 inches to the rear, and place the toe of the boot as much to the left of the left heel as will bring the knee of the front rank six inches to the right when on the ground, and that of the rear rank 12 inches to the right; the foot to be nearly perpendicular, the left leg straight.

  From Advanced Arms, or Shouldered Arms, with Short Rifles.

  As detailed in the first motion of "ready," from advanced arms standing.

  Two. -Drop the rifle to a horizontal position at the right side as explained in the 2nd motion of "ready" from advanced arms standing, at the same time carry the right foot 12 inches to the rear, and place the toe of the boot as much to the left of the left heel as will bring the knee of the front rank 6 inches to the right when on the ground, and that of the rear rank 12 inches to the right; the foot to be nearly perpendicular, the left leg straight.

  From Ordered Arms.

  As detailed in the first motion of "ready" from ordered arms standing.

  Two. -Bring the rifle to a horizontal position at the right side, as explained in second motion of "ready" from ordered arms standing, at the same time carry the right foot 12 inches to the rear, &c., as explained in the adjoining column.

  Three. -Sink down at once on the right knee twelve inches to the rear, as a front rank six inches to the right, as a rear rank twelve inches to the right of the left heel, and square with the right foot, and bring the weight of the body immediately on to the right heel; the left forearm to be placed on the left leg and the butt pressed against the right side as when capping; then
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  proceed to adjust the sight as before explained, and full cock the rifle, and fix the eye STEADFASTLY on an object in front; the thumb of the right hand to be placed on the stock pointing to the muzzle.

  N.B. When required to come to the "ready" kneeling, from the capping position standing, the left foot to be brought back to the right before sinking down on the right knee.

  Present.

  As detailed when coming to this position standing, without raising the body off the heel, and place the left elbow at once over the left knee to form a support. N. B. The note following the first motion of the present standing is applicable to this motion also.

  Two. 

 Three. 

 Four.

  As detailed when firing standing.

  Five.

  Front Ranh,

  Bring the rifle down to the capping position, at the same time raise the body off the right heel, and place the left fore-arm square on the left thigh six inches behind the knee; then shut down the flap without a jerk, and return the hand to the small of the butt, count a pause of the slow time and come to the position of "prepare to load" by carrying the rifle in both hands round in front of the left leg, turning the barrel downwards at the same time, and with the left hand, passing the butt close by the body over the right heel to the left rear, to the extent of the left arm, meeting it at the same time with the right hand, the thumb in line with the muzzle, then seize the rifle with the left hand at the nose cap, as detailed in the fourth motion of "repare to load" as a front rank kneeling &c.

  Rear Rank.

  Bring the rifle down to the capping position, at the same time raise the body off the right heel, and place the left fore-arm square on the left knee: then shut down the flap without a jerk, and return the hand to the small of the butt, count a pause of the slow time and come to the position of "prepare to load" by turning the rifle over in the left hand, and placing the butt on the ground, lock uppermost under the shin of the right leg of the front rank man of the file on the right, meeting the barrel with the right hand thumb in line with the muzzle, which is to be as high and in a line with the right shoulder, then seize the rifle with the left hand at the nose cap, &c., as detailed in the fourth motion of "prepare to load" as a rear rank kneeling &c..

  N.B. When required to load standing from the kneeling position: – After shutting down the flap, seize the rifle with the right hand close in front of the left, and rise to the half-face at the same instant, bringing the right heel before the left, still keeping the rifle in a horizontal position at the tight side, then after counting a pause, taking the time from the right, turn the barrel at once downwards, and bring the rifle to a perpendicular position, and proceed as detailed in the second motion of "prepare to load" standing.

  Load.

   As before detailed, by motions, and so continue exercising until the recruit has attained such a proficiency as to be capable of combining the several motions in regular order.

  From the capping position kneeling

  Shoulder, Arms.

  At the word "shoulder," spring smartly to attention at the half-face, bringing the right heel in front of the left, still keeping the rifle in a horizontal position at the right side; at the word "arms" proceed as detailed, when coming to the shoulder from the capping position, standing.

  Two.

  Bring the right hand smartly to the right side.

  Advance, Arms, or Shoulder, Arms, with Short Rifles.

  At the word "advance" or "shoulder," spring smartly to attention at the half-face, bringing the right heel in front of the left, still keeping the rifle in a horizontal position at the right side. At the word "arms," face to the front, &c., as detailed, when, coming to the advance from the capping position, standing.

  Two.

  Bring the left hand smartly to the left side.
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  Order, Arms.

  At the word "order," spring smartly to attention at the half-face, bringing the right heel in front of the left, still keeping the rifle in a horizontal position at the right side, and at the same time seize the rifle with the right hand close in front of the left, fore-arm close to the barrel; at the word "arms," face to the front, &c,, as detailed, when coming to the order from the capping position, standing.

  The recruits, being thoroughly grounded in the foregoing instructions, may now be practised in two ranks at close order in the different firings, as a company in line, as a wing of a battalion, firing a volley, and file firing.

  For this purpose from twenty to thirty files, or a less number, are to be formed into two ranks at close order, with shouldered arms, fixed bayonets, and knapsacks on.

  Troops armed with the short rifle will always fire front rank kneeling.

 

  S. 27. Review Exercise.

  Platoon Exercise in slow time.

  At this caution, the rear rank will take a pace of nine inches to the front.

  Prepare, to Load.

  In two motions, observing a pause of the slow time between each.

  Load.

  In five motions do. do.

  Rod.

  In two motions do. do.

  Home,

  In four motions do. do.

  Return.

  In two motions do. do.

  Cap.

  In six motions do. do.

  Fire a Volley, at – – yards.

  One motion, the sight to be adjusted with care and without hurry.

  Ready. 

 Present.

  In five motions.

  There is to be no hurry in the performance of the third and fourth motions of the Present on any occasion.

  In quick time, Load.

  Each man will now perform the motions of loading with the greatest celerity, but with the same correctness as if exercising in the slow time; – after returning the ramrods, the whole line to remain perfectly steady; after a pause of the slow time, taking the time from the right, come to the capping position, and proceed to cap, which must always be done after loading.

  Shoulder, Arms.

  As before detailed, the rear rank taking a short pace of nine inches to the rear when quitting the right hand.

  Company, (Right Wing, or Battalion,) "Fire a Volley."

  At this caution, the rear rank will take a pace of nine inches to the front.

  At-yards. Ready.

  As before detailed.

  Present.

  As before detailed; after firing, make a pause, (taking the time from the right,) come down to the capping position, put
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  down the flap, and immediately seize the rifle with the right hand close in front of the left, fore-arm close to the barrel, and after another pause, come to the position of "Prepare to load," and go on with the loading in the quick time without any command to do so.

  Cease Firing.

  At the close of the "general," or at the command "cease firing," the company having completed its loading and capped, will receive the command "shoulder arms." If the company is at the ready when the "cease firing" sounds, it will be commanded to "half cock arms, " to be performed as follows: – 

  Half-cock Arms.

  Place the thumb of the right hand on the comb of the cock and the forefinger on the trigger, and draw both back until the sear is disengaged from the "full bent of tumbler," then let the cock gently down (removing the forefinger from the trigger), and when it passes the "half-bent," draw it back to half cock, after which put down the flap, and carry the right hand to the small of the butt, thumb pointing to the muzzle, fingers behind the guard.

  When it is not intended to reload after firing, the command will be, "Fire a Volley and shoulder." "At – - yds Ready."

  After delivering the volley, make a pause, and taking the time from the right, come down to the capping position, shut down the flap, bring back the right hand to the "small of the butt," and in doing so, close the heels, then after another pause, taking the time from the right also, come to the shoulder as before detailed.

  NOTE. When a column or line is required to load, the command is to be – 

  With Cartridge, or, As with Cartridge.

  As a caution, on which the rear rank will take a pace of nine inches to the front.

  Load.

  The loading to proceed in the quick time: -When in column, or when any person is immediately in front, the rifle, when brought to the capping position, is to be slanted with the muzzle inclining upwards, the flat part of the butt pressed against the thigh, in order to prevent the possibility of accident.

  N. B. When giving the command " Ready, " some distance must always be named; should, however, the distance be omitted, the soldier must judge for himself the distance he is from the object he is going to aim at, and adjust his sight accordingly.

 

  FIRINGS.

  S. 28. Independent or File Firing.

  File firing, from the right (or left, or from both flanks) of Companies.

  At this caution the rear rank will take a pace of nine inches to the front.

  Commence Firing.

  The flank file will at once make ready and come to the present, the front rank man delivering his fire first, to be immediately followed by that of the rear rank man; both men
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  will then return to the capping position, and from thence go on with their loading in the quick time, performing their motions together and without loss of time. When the flank file is bringing the rifle to the present, the next file is to make ready, coming to the present when the flank file is in the act of returning to the capping position; the next file to proceed likewise, and so continue by files in succession for the first round, after which, each file, as soon as loaded, will fire independently, i. e., without reference to the files either on the right or left.

  Cease Firing.

  Each file, as it completes its loading, will "shoulder arms." Files that may have made "ready," when this command is given will half cock their rifles and "shoulder arms."

  N.B. Each man, before full cocking his rifle, is to adjust his sight for the distance he estimates the object at which he intends to fire to be from him. In file and volley firing, it is to be impressed upon the men, that the front rank must remain perfectly steady after delivering their fire, otherwise the aim of the rear rank will be deranged.

 

  S. 2. Standing at Ease.

  Stand at ease.

  On the words Stand at-Ease, the left foot will be carried forward six inches, toes to the left front, feet separated, the greatest part of the weight of the body brought upon the right leg; the left knee a little bent; the hands will be brought together before the body, the palms being struck smartly together, and that of the right hand then slipped over the back of the left; but the shoulders will be kept back and square; the head to the front, and the whole attitude without constraint.

  Squad-Attention.

  On the word Attention, the hands will fall smartly upon the outside of the thigh; the left heel will be brought back in a line with the right, and the proper unconstrained position of a soldier immediately resumed.

  If the command to Stand at-Ease is followed by the word Stand Easy, the men will be permitted to move their limbs, but without quitting their ground, so that upon the word Attention no one shall have materially lost his dressing in line.

  Before calling men to attention, when they are standing easy, the caution Eyes-Front must be given, upon which every soldier will resume his position as described in the Stand at-Ease, and remain steady.

 

  S. 6. Facings.

  In going through the facings, the left heel must never quit the ground; the body must rather incline forward, the knees being kept straight.
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  To the Right-face. 

  On the word Face, place the hollow of the right foot smartly against the left heel, keeping the shoulders square to the front.

  Two. 

  On the word Two, raise the toes, and turn a quarter circle to the right on both heels, which must be pressed together.

  To the Left-face. 

  On the word Face, place the right heel against the hollow of the left foot, keeping the shoulders square to the front.

  Two. 

  On the word Two, raise the toes, and turn a quarter circle to the left on both heels, which must be pressed together.

  Right about-face. 

  On the word Face, place the ball of the right toe against the left heel, keeping the shoulders square to the front.

  Two. 

  On the word Two, raise the toes, and turn to the right about on both heels.

  Three. 

  On the word Three, bring the right foot smartly back in a line with the left.

  Left about-face. 

  On the word Face, place the right heel against the ball of the left toe, keeping the shoulders square to the front.

  Two. 

  On the word Two, raise the toes, and turn to the left about on both heels.

  Three. 

  On the word Three, bring up the right foot smartly in a line with the left.

  Right (or Left,) Half-face. 

  On the word Face, draw back (or advance) the right foot one inch.

  Two. 

  On the word Two, raise the toes and turn an eighth of a circle to the right (or left) on both heels.

  Right (or Left) about, three quarters-face.

  When it is necessary to perform the diagonal march to the rear, the soldier will receive the words Right (or Left) about, three quarters face, upon which he will bring the ball of the right foot (not the hall of the toe) to the left heel, or the right heed to the ball of the left foot, and will make a three-quarters face in the given direction, in the same manner as he faces about.

  Squad-Front. 

  When it is intended to resume the original front, after any of the foregoing facings, the word of command Front may be given, on which the whole will face, as accurately as possible, to their former front.

  Whether the soldier has previously faced to the right, or left about, he will always front by the right about. But if he has faced to the right about three quarters, he will front by the left about three-quarters, and vice versa,

  At squad drill in open files the facings will always be done by numbers, except when the word Front is given, in which case the soldier will judge his own time, which must be a pause of slow time between each motion.

  The foot in the first of the above motions is to be carried back or brought forward without a jerk; the movement being from the hip, so that the body is kept perfectly steady until faced.
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  MARCHING.

  S. 7. Length of Step.

  In slow or quick time the length of a pace is 30 inches, except in "stepping out," when it is 33 inches, and in "stepping short" 10.

  In "double time" the length of the pace is 36 inches.

  The length of the side step, which is always taken in quick time, is 10 inches.

  N.B. When a soldier takes a side pace to clear or cover another, as in forming four deep, which will be hereafter described, the pace will be 21 inches.

  In stepping back the pace is 30 inches.

  S. 14. Stepping out.

  Step-out.

  When marching in slow time, on the words Step-out, the soldier must be taught to lengthen his space to 33 inches by leaning forward a little, but without altering the cadence.

  This step is necessary when a temporary exertion to the front is required, and is applied both to slow and quick time; at the words Slow (or Quick) the pace of 30 inches will be resumed.

  S. 15. Stepping short.

  Step-short.

  On the words Step-short, the foot advancing will finish its pace, and afterwards each soldier will take paces of ten inches until the word Forward is given, when the usual pace of 30 inches will be resumed.

  This step is useful when a slight check is at any time required.

  S. 16. Marking Time in the Slow Cadence.

  Mark-Time.

  On the words Mark-Time, the foot then advancing will complete its pace, after which the cadence will be continued, without gaining ground, by alternately throwing out each foot and bringing it back square with the other; at the word Forward, the usual pace of 30 inches will be resumed.

  If men are required to mark time in the slow cadence from the halt, the word of command will be Mark Time, – slow.

  S. 21. The Side or Closing Step.

  Soldiers will be taught the side step first by numbers, then judging their own time.

  Caution, – Right close by Numbers.

  One.

  On the word One, the right foot will be carried ten inches to the right, and the eyes and head turned slightly to that flank, the shoulders kept perfectly square, and the knees straight.
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  Two. 

  On the word Two, the left foot will be brought smartly up to the right, heels touching.

  One. 

  The word One, being repeated, the right foot will be carried on ten inches as before described, and so on.

  Squad-Halt. 

  When the word Halt is given, the left foot will be brought to the right as an the word Two, and the head and eyes turned to the front.

  Caution, – Right close, judging your own Time.

  Right Close,Quick March.

  On the words Quick-March, eyes will be turned slightly to the the right, and each man will carry his right foot 10 inches directly to his right, and instantly bring up his left foot till the heel touches his right heel, and proceed to take the next step in the same manner; shoulders kept square, knees not bent, unless on rough or broken ground. The direction must be kept in a straight line to the flank, neither inclining to the front nor rear.

  Squad-Halt. 

  At the word Halt, the men will bring their heels together, turn their eyes to the front, and remain steady.

  Soldiers will be practised in closing to the left by numbers, and judging their own time in like manner.

  Soldiers must also be practised in taking any given number of paces to either flank, and then halting without word of command; the command to be given thus, Three paces right close, Quick-March.

  Time is of great importance in the side step, each pace should be taken and the heels brought up together again, in the same time that a pace is taken in the quick march.

  S. 53. The Formation of Fours.

  The squad should now be made up to eight or nine files, and numbered off from right to left; and it must be explained to the men that odd numbers are right files, and even numbers left files, except when there happens to be an odd number on the left of the company, in which case, the left file but one, although an even number, will be a right file, and the left file of the squad, though an odd number, will be a left file, so that there will be two right files together. Should there be a blank file, that is, a file without a rear-rank man, it will always be the third file from the left.

  Squad-Fours. 

  On the word Fours, the rear rank will step back one short pace of 12 inches.

  Deep. 

  On the word Deep, the left files will double behind the right files by taking a pace to the rear with their left feet, and a pace to the right with their right feet

  Squad-Front. 

  On the word Front, the left files will move up in line with the right files by taking a pace to the left with their left feet, and a pace to the front with their right feet; the whole of the rear-rank men will then close up to their proper distances from the front rank by taking a short pace to the front with their left feet.
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  Squad-Fours.

  As already described.

  About.

  On the word About, the whole squad will face to the right about, and the left files will double in the proper rear of the right files, by taking a pace to the front with the right feet, and a pace to the left with their left feet.

  Squad-Front.

  On the word Front, the whole squad will face to the right about, and re-form two deep, as already described.

  Squad-fours.

  As already described.

  Right.

  On the word Right, the squad will face to the right, and the left files will form on the right of the right files, by taking one pace to the right with the right feet, and one pace to the front with their left feet.

  Squad-Front,

  On the word Front, the squad will face to the left, and re-form two deep, as already described.

  Squad-Fours.



  As already described.

  Left.

  On the word Left, the squad will face to the left, and the left files will form on the left of the right files by taking one pace to the left with their left feet, and one pace to the rear with their right feet.

  Squad-Front.

  On the word Front, the squad will face to the right, and re-form two deep, as already described.

  The squad will be practised to form fours to the right or left on the march; on the word Fours the rear rank will mark time one pace: on the word Right or Left the squad will turn to the named flank; the right files will mark time two paces, while the left files move to their places as when halted; the whole squad will then move on in the new direction. On the word Front-Turn, the squad will turn to the front; the right files will mark time two paces for the left files to resume their places, and the rear rank to regain its distance, the whole squad will then march steadily to the front. The squad when retiring, may form fours in like manner to the right or left, in which case the proper front rank will mark time one pace on the word Fours.

  A squad moving to a flank in fours may be ordered to Form Two deep, on which the left files will fall back or step up to their places in file, and the rear rank will close on the front rank; and at the word Re-form Four deep the rear rank will incline from the front rank, and the left files will resume their places in fours.,

 

  GENERAL RULES.

  The following general rules will be observed in the movements of a company, whether alone, or with the battalion; although they may not be repeated in the description of each manoeuvre.

  1. At all times, when a company, sub-division, or section wheels forward, the rear rank man of the pivot file will uncover by taking a pace to his rear, and a pace of 21 inches to his side, so as to cover the rear rank man of the file next to him.
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  2. When a company, sub-division, or section wheels back, whether it is faced about to wheel, or not, the rear rank man of the pivot file will remain in his place, and will not uncover.

  3. The front rank man of the pivot file is usually called "the pivot man."

  4. When the captain of a company changes his flank the coverer, if not required to take a point, will change with him; the lieutenant will also make a corresponding change.

  5. When the leader of a company, subdivision, or section changes his flank on the march, he will give the words, By the right, or By the left, as he falls in, in his new place; if he changes during a wheel the above words will immediately follow the word, Forward.

  6. Commanders of companies, previously to giving a word of command, should call out the numbers of their companies thus, No 1-Halt. When in motion, executive words must be given as the men are commencing the pace, which will bring them to the spot on which the command has to be executed. The cautionary part of the word must, therefore, be commenced accordingly.

 

  A COMPANY IN LINE AND COLUMN.

  S. 1. Formation of a Company in Line. 

  Caution, – AS A COMPANY IN LINE.

  1. Formation in Close Order. – On the above caution, the captain will place himself on the right of the front rank, covered by his covering sergeant, who will be on the right of the rear rank; the remaining officers and sergeants will place themselves in a third supernumerary rank, three paces from the rear rank; the lieutenant in rear of the second file from the left, the ensign in rear of the centre of the company, the third supernumerary in rear of the left subdivision, the fourth in rear of the right, the fifth in rear of the left, and so on. When a company is formed singly or when it is manoeuvring, the drummers and pioneers will also be in the supernumerary rank, the former in rear of the second section, the latter in rear of the third section; the lieutenant and ensign will always retain their places; the sergeants and men composing the rest of the supernumerary rank will divide the space in rear of their respective subdivisions and sections.

  Rear Rank Take Open-Order.

  2. Taking Open Order. – On the word Order, the officers will recover their swords, the captain will move out and place himself one pace in front of the second file from the right; the lieutenant and ensign, passing round the left flank of the company, will place themselves one pace from the front rank, the former in front of the second file from the left, and the latter in
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  front of the centre of the company. The flank men of the rear rank will step back two paces and face to their right, and the covering serjeant will take one pace of 21 inches to his left, thus occupying the space vacated by the right hand man of the rear rank.

  March.

  On the word MARCH, the officers will take two paces to the front, look to their right and dress, the covering serjeant will take one pace to his right with his right foot, and one pace to his front with his left foot, thus filling up the place vacated by the captain; the rear and supernumery ranks will step back two paces, the flank men of the rear rank will come to their front and raise their right arms.

  Rear Rank – Dress. Eyes – Front. Supernumerary Rank – Dress. 

 Eyes-Front.

  On the word Dress, the rear and supernumerary ranks will look to their right and dress. On the words Eyes-Front, they will turn their eyes to the front, and the flank men of the rear rank will drop their right arms.

  Steady.

  On the word Steady, the officers will port their swords and look to their front.

  When a company is formed singly the captain will dress the officers and give the word steady; the sergeant on the right of the supernumerary rank will dress the rear and supernumerary ranks, and will give the words Eyes-Front, as the dressing of each is completed. Two or more companies should also be practised together.

  Rear Rank Take Close-Order.

  3. Resuming Close Order. – On the word ORDER, the officers will recover their swords and face to the right.

  March.

  On the word march, the rear and supernumerary ranks will take two paces to their front, the covering sergeant will take two paces to his rear and one to his left, to make room for the officers to pass; the lieutenant and ensign will move to their places in the supernumerary rank, round the left flank of the company; the captain will then resume his place on the right of the front rank, all the officers carrying their swords as they take post; lastly, the covering sergeant will move up to his place on the right of the rear rank.

  When a company is formed in line, if the captain is required to change his flank he will pass by the rear, except when it is preparatory to closing to the right or left, and in a few movements, which will hereafter be explained. The covering sergeants and supernumeraries will always pass by the rear.

 



 

      
  
       

 LIGHT INFANTRY.
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  LIGHT INFANTRY.

  GENERAL PRINCIPLES.

  I.

  Object of Light Infantry Movements. – The duties of troops employed as light infantry in the field, are both varied and
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  important; to them, the safeguard of the camp is usually entrusted, and by them, the cantonments of the army are protected from the sudden or unexpected approach of the enemy. When the army is in motion, the light infantry reconnoitre the country in its front, feel for the enemy, or clear the way for the columns when advancing, and protect them from being too closely pressed upon or harassed when retreating; they conceal and cover the movements and manoeuvres of the line, watch the motions of the enemy, and ascertain the nature of the ground and country in advance of the main body; upon their efficiency, the General often very much depends for the necessary information to enable him to regulate and direct his columns.

  V.

  1. Relative Duties of Skirmishers, Supports, and Reserves. – The movements of the skirmishers must depend in a great measure on the position and movements of the enemy. Care must be taken that the skirmishers protect and overlap the flanks of the main body they are intended to cover.

  2. It is the duty of the supports to assist and support the skirmishers in every way. The movements of the former must therefore correspond with those of the latter. Each support should be, as nearly as possible, in the rear of the centre of its own skirmishers. The reserve is the point on which both supports and skirmishers may rally. It will also send relief to them when necessary; it should therefore be placed as nearly as possible in rear of the centre of the formation.

  3. When the skirmishers are sent out to a distance, the field officers must take care that they are always so situated, as to protect, in the most effectual manner, the front and flanks of the main body.

  VII.

  Cover. – 1. When under fire, skirmishers, whether halted or in motion, must take advantage of all cover, and although they are not required to preserve their distances and dressing while so doing, they must, when advancing or retiring, take care that they never get in front of each other, and that they never retain their places of cover so long as to interfere either with their own fire or with that of their comrades.

  2. Officers commanding supports must, with due regard to the assistance they should afford to the skirmishers, take advantage of all inequalities of ground and other objects affording cover to protect their men, and should make them lie down when cover can be obtained by so doing; they must examine the ground well, and select positions that will protect them from cavalry, in case of attack, without preventing the skirmishers from forming upon them.
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  3. The officer commanding the reserve should also keep his men under cover when practicable; but, as the reserve is not immediately under fire, his attention should principally be directed to the selection of positions, favourable to the relief and assistance of the skirmishers and supports, with due regard to the protection of the main body.

  4. When in the presence of cavalry, the reserve should be kept in column; but under the fire of artillery, it should be deployed into line.

  X.

  How Arms are carried. – The skirmishers and supports move with trailed arms, except in close column of sections, or in files, when they move with advanced arms; reserves move with sloped arms.

  XII.

  Words of Command and Bugle Sounds. – 1. Light infantry movements must in general be regulated by word of command. Commands must be repeated by the captains and every supernumerary belonging to the line of skirmishers. The connecting links may be employed, when necessary, to pass words of command, or convey intelligence backwards and forwards betwen the reserve and supports, and between the supports and skirmishers. When on account of the distance, or from noise or wind, the voice cannot be distinctly heard, the connecting links should run up and deliver their orders to the officers, for whom they are intended, and then resume their places.

  2. Calls on the bugle may occasionally be necessary as substitutes for the voice, but as they are liable to be misunderstood, and as they reveal intended movements to the enemy, who will soon become acquainted with them, they should seldom be used, unless for purposes of drill.

  3. Bugle sounds must be as few and as simple as possible. None but the following sounds must ever be used in light drill.

  4. One G sounded on the bugle denotes the right of the line. Two G's the centre. Three G's the left.

  5. The G's preceding any sound denote the part of the line to which it applies. For instance; two G's before the Extend, signifies, to extend from the Centre. One G followed by the Close, to close to the Right. One G followed by the Incline, to incline to the right. Three G's followed by the Wheel, to wheel to the left.

  S. 1. Extending.

  In extending, as a general rule, it is the business of the rear rank man of each file to regulate the distance, and of the front rank man to look to the direction.
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  The number of paces that files are to extend from each other may be specified in the caution by the commander thus: – THREE PACES FROM THE RIGHT – EXTEND. When no number is specified, six paces will be the regulated distance between files.

  From the Right, (Left Centre, or No. – , File) – Extend. 

 Bugle Call, No. i.

  1. From the Halt. – On the word extend, or on the last sound of the bugle, the captain will place himself in rear of the centre of the company, the senior supernumerary in rear of the right, and the second senior in rear of the left.

  The file on the named flank, or the centre or named file, will kneel down, the remainder will advance arms (or shoulder with short rifles), face outwards, and extend in quick time.

  The front rank men will move direct to the flank, covering correctly on the inarch, the rear-rank men will cast their eyes over the inward shoulder, and tap their respective front-rank men as a signal to halt, front, and kneel when they have gained their proper distances.

  Men must be taught to extend from any file of a close column of sections, without previously re-forming company; the named file will kneel, and the remainder will face outwards and extend as already described.

  From the Right, (Left Centre, or No. – , File.) – Extend. 

 Bugle Call, No. i.

  2. On the March. – On the word extend or on the last sound of the bugle, the file on the named flank, or the centre or named file, will continue to move straight forward in quick time, the remainder will make a half turn to the flank to which they are ordered to extend, and move off in double time. As soon as each file has extended to its proper distance, it will turn to its front and resume the quick time; the rear-rank men covering their front-rank men, and the whole keeping in line with the directing file.

  Men in extended order may be directed to increase the distance between their files any given number of paces, from either flank, the centre, or any named file. The command will be given thus, to eight paces from the right, – Extend; if no number of paces is specified, or if the bugle sound the Extend, the skirmishers will open out one half more than their original extension; thus, if they are at six paces distance, they will open to nine.

  When a company, extending on the march, is halted before all the files are extended, the remainder will make a half turn outwards into file, break into quick time, advance arms, and complete their extension as from the halt.

 

  S. 2. Closing.

  On the Right (Left, Centre, or No. – , File,) – Close. 

 Bugle Call, No. II.

  1. On the Halt. – On the word close or on the last sound of the bugle, the file on the named flank, or the centre, or named file, will rise, order arms, and stand at ease; the remainder will rise, face towards it, and close at quick time, halting, fronting, ordering arms, and standing at ease in succession as they arrive at their places; the officers will remain in the rear unless directed to take post.
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  The file on which the skirmishers close, may be faced in any direction; the remainder will form upon it, facing in the same direction.

  On the Right (Left, Centre, or No. – , File) – Close. 

 Bugle Call, No. II.

  2. On the March. -On the word CLOSE, or on the last sound of the bugle, the file on the named flank or centre, or the named file, will move steadily on in quick time; the remainder will make a half turn towards it and close in double time, turning to the front and resuming the quick time as they arrive at their places.

  When a company, closing on the march, is halted before all the files are closed, the remainder will make a half turn inwards into file, break into quick time, and complete the formation as from the halt.

 

  S. 5. Retiring in Skirmishing Order.

  Company – Retire. 

 Bugle Call, No. VII.

  On the word RETIRE, or on the last sound of the bugle, the men will rise, face to the right about, and step off in quick time, rear-rank in front, keeping their distance from the centre.

  Men in extended order will invariably face or turn to the right about, whether they are advancing, retiring, firing, or not firing.

 

  S. 8. Skirmishers changing Front or Direction from the Halt.

  A line of skirmishers halted, can change front on any two named files that may be placed as a base for the rest to form upon.

  A change of front in this manner may be made at any angle, but it is not likely to be required to a greater extent than the sixteenth, or at most the eight of a circle.

  Change Front to the Right (or Left) on the two centre (or on No. – , and No, – , ) Files.

  1. From the Halt. – On the caution, – the two named files will rise, and the captain of the company will dress them in the direction required; as soon as they are placed they will again kneel.

  Double March.

  On the word march, the whole will rise, and if all the files are to be thrown forward on a flank, they will make a half-face inwards, and move across by the shortest way to their places in the new line, dressing on the two base files, as they successively halt, and then kneeling.

  Iif all the files are to be thrown back on either flank, they will make a three-quarters face in the direction of the base files, then move across and halt, front, and kneel successively as they arrive at their places in the new line.

  If the change is on two central files, part of the company will be thrown forward and the rest back, as above described.

  Recruits should first be taught this movement in quick time, and by separate words of command; thus, after placing the base files, rise; left sub-division right half-face; right sub-division left about three quarters-face, the whole, quick-march.
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  Skirmishers (Right or Left) Wheel. 

 Bugle Call one G (or three G's) Followed by No. x.

  2. On the March. – A line of skirmishers on the march may change their direction gradually, on the same principles, as a company wheels on a moveable pivot. On the word wheel, or on the last sound of the bugle, the pivot file will halt, and the remainder will circle round it, the front-rank men looking outwards for the dressing, and the rear-rank men keeping the distances from the pivot flank.

  Forward.

  On the word FORWARD the whole line will advance by the centre.

 

  S. 9. Firing in Skirmishing Order.

  The men of a file must always work together. Both men should never be unloaded at the same time; they should always load when practicable under cover; before moving to the front, when advancing, and after falling back, when retiring.

  Commence Firing. 

 Bugle Sound, No. V.

  1. Firing on the Halt. – On the words COMMENCE FIRING, or on the last sound of the bugle, the front-rank men will make ready, fire, and load; the rear-rank men when their front-rank men are in the act of capping, will make ready, fire, and then load.

  A line of skirmishers may bo ordered to lie down, or single soldiers may lie down for the sake of cover. When firing in this position both elbows must rest on the ground to support the body and rifle; the men will load on their knees. Riflemen may fire on their backs in favourable situations; in this position the feet are to be crossed, the right foot passed through the sling of the rifle, and the piece supported by it. If in very exposed situations a soldier wishes to load lying, he will roll over on his back, and place the butt of his firelock between his legs, the lock upwards, and the muzzle a little elevated.

  Commence Firing. 

 Bugle Sound, No. V.

  2. Firing when Advancing. – On the words, COMMENCE FIRING, or on the last sound of the bugle, the whole of the skirmishers will make a momentary halt, the front-rank man of each file will fire (kneeling if prefered), and take a side pace to his left; the rear-rank man will then pass on, and the front rank man will follow close behind him, loading on the march; when in the act of capping he will give the word "Ready" in an under tone of voice, on which the proper rear rank man will fire, and both men will proceed as above described.

  When men find difficulty in loading on the march, they may halt and load, and then double up to their file leaders.

  When cover presents itself, the men must be taught to take advantage of it, by running forward from place to place as soon as they are loaded; when any large object affording considerable cover comes in their way, several files may run up behind it, fire, load, and then move on and regain their distances and places in the general line.
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  Commence Firing. 

 Bugle Sound, No. v.

  3. Firing when Retiring. – On the words COMMENCE FIRING, or on the last sound of the bugle, both ranks will halt and front, the front rank man of each file will fire, face to the right about, and retire in quick time, passing by the left of his rear-rank man, (who will follow close behind him) and loading as he retires; when his loading is completed, both ranks will halt and front, the rear rank man will fire and proceed in the manner described for the front-rank man.

  On rough ground, files will run back from one place of cover to another, taking care before they leave one station, to select another to fall back upon. One man of each file should fire previous to moving, and re-load when he is again under cover. As the principal object is to keep the enemy in check, skirmishers when retiring, should hold each station as long as possible without risk of being cut off by the enemy, or of being shot by their comrades.

  When a line of skirmishers halted, is ordered to advance or retire firing, the front rank men will first fire, the whole will then rise, and proceed as already described.

  4. Firing while inclining to a Flank, or taking Ground to a Flank in Files.

  When skirmishers are ordered to fire, or the bugle sounds the fire, while they are inclining to the right or left, or taking ground to a flank in files, the front-rank men will halt, take steady aim and fire, the rear-rank men moving on; having fired, the front rank men will double up to the proper rear of their rear-rank men, and then load on the march, or load at the halt, and then double up. When their loading is completed, the rear-rank men will proceed in like manner.

  When skirmishers either halted, or on the march, are directed to cease firing, they will complete their loading, and the rear-rank men will resume their places in the proper rear of their front-rank men, if not there already.

  Whenever skirmishers are directed to halt, by word of command or bugle sound, they will halt and kneel, facing to their proper front, and it firing, they will continue firing.

  S. 20. Passing a Bridge or Short Defile in contact with an Enemy.

  1. Advancing. – The skirmishers, on reaching the margin of the river, or the beginning of whatever other impediment may form the defile, will (when the flanks cannot be gained,) lie down and cover themselves, keeping up a brisk fire upon the enemy. The supports, on approaching the bridge (or defile) will close upon that support which may be opposite to it, and supported by the reserve, charge and force the passage with the bayonet; this
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  point gained, and the reserve having crossed the bridge, the supports will gradually extend from their centre, the reserve maintaining possession of the bridge, the old skirmishers will keep up their fire, until clouded in succession by the new line; when the new line has completed its extension the reserve will send out fresh supports, and the old skirmishers will assemble in rear of the reserve. The whole will then move forward according to the original formation.

  2. Retiring. – In retiring, the reserve will first pass, and take post at the bridge-head, or the outlet of the defile, immediately detaching parties to both flanks to line the river, in extended order. The supports will close upon the one which is opposite the bridge, and in compact order, halt in front of it, until the line of skirmishers is withdrawn; in order that this may be effected without unnecessary delay, the skirmishers should incline towards the bridge when at some distance from it, and on arriving near it, they should run briskly over it, and form in rear of the reserve. The supports will then cross, and in like manner joining the reserve, the whole will be prepared to defend the bridge or to retire, as may be ordered. The new line of skirmishers will commence firing as soon as their front is clear; and if the retreat is to be continued, supports will be again thrown out between them and the reserve.

 

  ADVANCED AND REAR GUARDS.

  S. 21. Advanced Guards.

  1. General Intention of Advanced Guards. – Advanced guards are formed in front of a column, or of the columns of an army, for the purpose of feeling the way through a country – to gain intelligence of the enemy, and to give timely notice of his vicinity or approach, in order that the main body may have time to prepare either for making or repelling an attack.

  2. Their Strength and Composition. – Advanced guards are sometimes pushed a considerable distance in advance of the column, for the purpose of seizing a post, or of anticipating the enemy on some important point; their strength and composition, therefore, must depend on the distance they are required to precede the main body, the object contemplated, the nature of the country, and a variety of other circumstances which can only be appreciated on the spot.

  3. General Rules applicable to all. – The general rules and principles which should govern an advance guard in one situation, are, with a few obvious exceptions, applicable to all. To guard against surprise or unexpected collision with the enemy, – to watch his motions, or to gain intelligence of his situation, – and to cover and conceal the movements and formation of the main body, – are manifestly the great leading principles upon which
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  advanced guards should be conducted, whether the object be to fall suddenly on the enemy's piquets, to dislodge him from a post, or merely to give warning of his vicinity.

  4. Specific Rules cannot be laid down. – No specific rules can be laid down for the conduct of an advanced guard, where every instance of falling in with an enemy must vary; the officer in command of the guard must depend on his own intelligence for the proper execution of this most important duty, and allow nothing to escape his personal observation. The following remarks will be found useful in cases of the more frequent occurrence.

  5. Approaching a Village. – An advanced guard, on approaching a village, must proceed with great precaution, if feeling for an enemy. The reserve and the advanced parties on the road must be halted beyond the reach of musketry from the village, while strong flanking parties are sent round the outskirts to threaten the rear. The corporal's party on the road may then move on, in single files, with a considerable interval between them, followed by as many files in succession, from the support, as may be deemed expedient; and the supports and reserve will move forward when it has been ascertained that the place is not in the occupation of the enemy.

  6. Entering a Defile or Hollow-way. – The head of an advanced guard must never commit itself by entering a defile, or hollow way, without previously occupying the heights on either side by flanking parties. When the heights are thus crowned, the leading party on the road will send on a single file, which will be followed by others in succession, near enough to keep the preceding one in view, the flanking parties on the heights on either side continuing to precede the centre until the defile is passed, when they will gradually fall back to their former stations, and the whole move forward in the original formation.

  7. The Flanks of all Objects to be turned – Generally speaking the flanks of every object capable of affording concealment to an enemy, will invariably be turned, and the rear threatened previously to its being felt in front; by this means the enemy will be discovered and most frequently dislodged without loss,

  8. Ascending a Hill. – On coming to a hill the flank files will first move in both directions round the base; a leading file will then ascend, creeping up when near the top so as not to show itself upon the summit, but making its observations from behind the brow; it will then signal to the rest of the party whether the enemy is in sight or not.

  9. Bogs, Morasses, &c., to be examined. – All bogs, morasses, &c., must be carefully examined before they are passed by an advanced guard, lest an enemy should be left concealed in them and the advanced guard cut off.
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  10. Patroles. – All houses, copses, enclosures, &c., that are too distant to be inspected by the advanced guard, should be examined by patroles, which may consist of a subaltern party, a serjeant and twelve, or a corporal and six according to circumstances; the rules laid down for advanced guards apply equally to patroles.

  11. A good, View of the Country to he obtained. – All heights from which a view of the surrounding country can be obtained should be ascended by the advanced files of the guard, or by the patroles. The top of a church, a tower, a mound, &c., afford good positions for observations. The men thus employed must take care they are not seen by the enemy.

  12. Preconcerted Signals. – The leading files of an advanced guard or parole should be instructed to give immediate intelligence of the presence of an enemy, by some preconcerted signal. One man of the leading file holding up his cap on a firelock, may signify that a small body of the enemy is in sight, both men holding up their caps on their firelocks, that the enemy is near in force. A firelock held up horizontally may signify that no enemy is in sight.

  13. Conduct in case of Attack. – If the front of an advanced guard formed on a road is attacked, the leading files will at once fall back on their support; the commanding officer of the guard will then use his discretion in ordering his reserve to move up and reinforce the support, or the support to fall back on the reserve, according to the nature of the ground, the strength of the attacking party, and the distance he may be from the main body; remembering always that his principal duty is to give time for the column to prepare to receive the enemy, without unnecessarily exposing his own men. A patrole should never commit itself in action, if it can be avoided.

  14. Advanced Guards to be reformed after Dislodging the Enemy. – No advanced guard or detached party of any kind, after carrying a post, should ever be permitted to advance without re-forming. The men should on no account pursue the flying enemy, but re-form rapidly, and wait for further orders.

  15. To be provided with Intrenching Tools. – Every advanced guard should be provided with a proportion of axes and intrenching tools.

  16. Formation of an Advanced Guard on a Road. – When a column is marching along a road, the advanced guard will be composed of one or more companies, divided into four parts or sections; the two rear sections (under the command of the senior officer) will form the reserve in front of the column; the second section from the front will form a support 200 yards in front of the reserve, under command of the third senior officer; the leading section will be 100 yards in front of the second section, and will detach a corporal and two files 100 yards in front and two files to each flank, 100 yards from the road and
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  about 50 yards more retired than the corporal's party. The senior subaltern will accompany the leading' section. The detached files must carefully examine all houses, enclosures, &c., within their reach; but should more distant objects present themselves, patroles must be detached from the second section for their particular examination. Single files of communication will be placed between the different divisions of an advanced guard, and also between its reserve and the head of the column. The distance between the two latter must be regulated by circumstances; but it will generally be about 500 yards during the day and about 300 during the night.

  If the company is weak it may be advisable to send on only one file and a corporal in front and one file on each flank.

  17. Method, of forming the Guard. – The simplest method of forming an advanced guard will be to draw the company or companies up, in column of four sections or parts, in front of the main body, and then march off the different parts in succession, commencing with the corporal and two files who are to lead. If right is in front, the movement will commence from the right; if left is in front, it will commence from the left of the leading section or part. The connecting files in front of the reserve will be sent on from the reverse flanks of the second and third parts or sections, the connecting file in rear of the reserve will be dropped from the pivot flank of the rear section; one connecting file should be sent out from the leading company of the main body.

  18. Formation of an Advanced. Guard on a Plain. – An advanced guard on a plain, is simply a line of skirmishers with support, and if far distant from the main body, with a reserve. When the leading files of an advanced guard on a road come out on a plain, they will halt and lie down, the flanking files will move up and lie down in line with them at their usual distances of 100 yards. The remainder of the leading section or subdivision as it comes up, will extend from its centre; the second section or subdivision will also extend from its centre, and reinforce the leading section or subdivision. The skirmishers thus formed will advance, correcting their distances from the centre on the march, the reserve will form subdivision or company and act as a support to the skirmishers. This formation will occasionally be found useful when the leading files have discovered an enemy without having been themselves observed.

  An advanced guard thus extended, may resume its original formation by the leading files moving on and the remainder halting till they have gained their proper distances, and then following on in succession, the remainder of the first and the second sections or subdivisions closing on their centres.
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  S. 22. Formation of Rear Guards.

  1. Formation of Rear Guards. – Rear guards will be formed in precisely the same manner as advanced guards only facing to the rear. When on a road the guard should be marched to the rear and formed in column facing to the rear; if the main body is right in front the rear guard will be left in front and vice versa. If no enemy is near, and the column is on the march, the guard may be formed by the different parties facing about in succession, and marching oif as the column gains the proper distances from them.

  2. General Intention of Rear Guards – A rear guard is an advanced guard reversed; it covers the retreating column from any sudden assault in the rear, and it prevents the enemy from stealing round, and gaining on the flanks of the main body. The prevention of straggling is also an important part of the duties of a rear guard.

  3. Preparations for Retreat are made in the Rear. – All preparations for retreat, before the enemy, should be made in the rear. For example, a line, previous to tailing back, will extend its skirmishers behind it, concealed from view as much as possible, and with supports and reserves ready to sustain them: these become the rear guard. In many cases an intended retrograde movement is concealed under a demonstration of attack, and the troops so employed in deceiving the enemy, will naturally become the rear guard, after that object is attained.

  4. Strength and Composition dependent on Local considerations. – The strength and composition of a rear guard can only be determined on the spot, according to the force and vicinity of the enemy, the nature of the country, and the degree of resistance that may probably be required, to give the column time to surmount any obstacles or difficulties in the route. The object being that of securing the retreat from interruption or annoyance, resistance will generally cease when that end is gained; but when the pursuit is close and vigorous, every hedge-row, copse, or defile becomes a post, which a rear guard must defend with obstinacy to the last.

  5. To be well provided with Intrenching Tools and Axes. –  Every rear guard should be well provided with axes and intrenching tools, to enable it to block up defiles and bridges, to break up the road, and throw impediments in the way of a pursuing enemy.

  6. The Rear Guard to be informed of all Obstacles in the Route, and reinforced when necessary. – When a retreating column meets with obstacles in its route, or has to pass a bridge or defile, an officer will be sent back to apprize the rear guard of the circumstance, in order that it may be prepared to hold the
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  enemy in check, during the delay which must ensue; and when hard pressed it will generally be advisable to halt a detachment at any defile or bridge the column may have passed, to make preparations for defence, to protect the rear guard in passing over, and afterwards to assist it in maintaining the post as long as may be practicable or expedient. Posts of this description may often be defended until dark, and thereby afford the greatest relief to the retreating column,

  7. Flanking Parties to be constantly on the alert. – While the rear guard is disputing any point, the flanking parties must be particularly on the alert, to notice any attempt the enemy may make to turn its flanks, by a ford for example, when the stand is made at a bridge. Indeed, it may always be presumed that a pursuing enemy will lose no opportunity that may present itself of stealing round the flanks of his opponents.

 

  PIQUETS.

  S. 23. Piquets and their Sentries.

  1. Use of Piquets. – All armies or smaller bodies of troops in camp or bivouac must be protected by piquets.

  2. Descriptions of Piquets. – Piquets are of two descriptions, outlying and inlying, varying in strength according to the extent of front to be guarded, and the liability to be attacked. The outlying piquet is thrown forward a considerable distance in front of the camp or cantonments; the inlying piquet usually remains in camp accoutred, and ready to turn out, and support the former at a moment's warning, having sentries advantageously posted for hearing and observing any alarm in front, and communicating, when necessary, by patroles with the advanced posts.

  3. Principal Duties of an Outlying Piquet. – The principal duties of an outlying piquet are to secure the safety and repose of the camp, to prevent reconnaissances being made by the enemy, and to gain intelligence of his movements, and even of his intentions, by patrolling, by careful watching, by examining the peasantry of the country, and by all those indications with which every officer ought to be familiar, such as the strengthening of the enemy's posts, unusual bustle or movement in his lines, the sound of troops or artillery on the march at night, the diminution or the increase of fires, &c., &c.

  4. How Piquet Duties are furnished. – Piquets in the field may be taken by brigades, the different regiments furnishing one or more companies, as may be required, a field officer of the day being in charge of the whole; or an entire regiment may be employed on piquet duty under its own officers.

  5. Piquets to be extended as Light Infantry. – Outlying piquets will be posted with a complete chain of double sentries in
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  front, on the same principles that light troops are extended to cover a line. When they are posted near the main body, supports only will be necessary in rear of the line of sentries, hut when distant, a reserve will also bo required, and if the line is of considerable extent more than one reserve may be requisite. The post of the field officer of the day will usually he with the reserve.

  C. Piquets to be divided into Reliefs. – In order that each company may he able to relieve its sentries periodically, it must be divided when on piquet duty into three reliefs; one relief only will be extended on sentry, the other two will remain in support. Sentries should be relieved every hour during the night.

  7. Detached Parties. – If the chain of sentries should be so far extended as to make it inconvenient to relieve them all from the piquet in support, one or two small parties, forming intermediate supports to the chain, and under command of officers or noncommissioned officers, may be detached to convenient situations for the purpose of furnishing the sentries.

  8. Piquet Sentries. – All piquet sentries must be double except the connecting sentries between the front line and the parties in rear, which may be single.

  9. Positions and Conduct of Day and Night Sentries. – Piquet sentries by day should be placed on heights and in commanding positions, whence they may see all the country in their front without exposing themselves to view; but at night they must be placed lower down so as to have the highest ground before them in order that they may see any approaching party against the sky without being themselves discovered. By day it is not necessary to leave more sentries on duty than are sufficient to watch thoroughly the country in their front; each sentry should be able to see the files on his right and left, as well as the intermediate country between them; at night or in thick weather a greater number will be required, and one man of each file should always remain on his post, looking out vigilantly to his front, while the other patroles to his right, till he comes up to the sentry next to him; in this mode they will alternately relieve each other. Sentries will also patrole to their front to a distance of twenty or thirty yards.

  When sentries hear people approaching them by night they must challenge them, order them to halt, and allow only one person to advance until they are satisfied they are friends. By day sentries must not allow more than one stranger at a time to approach their posts on any pretence.

  10. Line of Sentries. – In selecting the line for the chain of sentries, care must be taken not to extend it too much, – to post the men in the most advantageous situations for observing the roads and country in front, and to keep them as much concealed
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  from the view of the enemy as the nature of their duty will admit. It is very desirable that every elevated spot, which overlooks the communications in the rear, shall be taken within the chain of sentries; but if this cannot be effected without extending the sentries too far, a party must be sent to occupy the height during the day, and care must be taken to support and ensure the retreat of this party if attacked. Sentries must be so placed, moreover, as to secure one another from being cut off, and at such distances as to prevent any enemy from passing unperceived between them during the night. Sentries should never be posted near any copse or cover from which a sudden rush might be made upon them; but all woods, ravines, &c., in the neighbourhood of the post, must be watched, and occasionally visited by patroles, to prevent the enemy from assembling a body of troops, unobserved, in the vicinity.

  11. Flanks should be protected. – The flanks of a line of piquet sentries should be thrown a little back, and if not protected by the nature of the country, a detached party under the command of an officer should be posted in the most favourable position to prevent the flank from being turned.

  12. Connecting Sentries. – Communication should be kept up by means of single sentries, between the front line of sentries and the supports, also between the supports and the reserve.

  13. Officers to examine Ground. – Officers going out on piquet duty must examine all the country over which they pass on their way from the camp, and select favourable positions for disputing the ground in case they are driven in by the enemy.

  14. Posting a Company on Piquet. – When an officer in charge of a company sent on piquet duty arrives on the position he is to occupy, he will first look to the immediate safety of his own party, and place sentries on its flanks and front; he will then send a file to the most elevated spot in the vicinity to get a good view of the surrounding country, and proceed himself with a patrole to examine all objects near him capable of concealing an enemy. Having thus secured himself from surprise, he will proceed to throw out his chain of sentries and communicate with the parties on his right and left.

  15. When Piquets are Attacked. – When piquets are attacked, the same rule will be observed as in all other skirmishing, and the detached officers' parties will not run in on the main body, but support the skirmishers; and when compelled to retire, they will, if possible, retreat on the flank of the main body, and thereby afford mutual support to each other. When a sentry is satisfied that the enemy is moving on to the attack, he should not hesitate to fire at once, although the enemy may be far beyond the range of his musket.
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  16. An Officer to strengthen his Post. – An officer ought to strengthen his post when practicable, by constructing abbatis, breastworks, &c.; where the defence of a bridge or ford is intrusted to him, he ought never to omit throwing up something of the kind to protect his men, and impede the advance of the enemy. An officer ought not, however, without permission, to block up a main road with other materials than such as are easily removed.

  17. A Piquet must not shut itself up without Orders. – A piquet ought not to shut itself up in a house, or an enclosure, with the intention of defending itself to the last extremity, unless particularly ordered to do so, or that circumstances may render it necessary at the moment, for the preservation of the party, in the expectation of support.

  18. Under what Circumstances a Piquet should retire. – A piquet may with safety defend its front as long as its flanks are not attacked; but as soon as the enemy attempts to surround the post, the piquet must begin to retire.

  19. Flags of Truce. – On the approach of a flag of truce, one sentry will advance and halt it at such distances as will prevent any of the party who compose it from over looking the piquet-posts. The other sentry will acquaint the officer commanding the piquet of the circumstance, who will, according to his instructions, either detain the flag of truce at the outpost, until he has reported to the field officer of the day, or he will forward the party blindfolded to the camp, under an escort. If the flag of truce is merely the bearer of a letter or parcel, the piquet officer must receive it, and instantly forward it to head-quarters. After having given a receipt, the flag of truce will be required forthwith to depart, and none of the piquet must be suffered to hold any conversation with this party.

  20. Precautions to be taken when Fires are allowed. – When a piquet is permitted to have a fire, it should always be as much as possible concealed from observation; and the alarm post of the piquet, in the event of an attack at night, should invariably be fixed at a short distance in the rear of the fire, so as to prevent the piquet from being seen, when drawn up, and to compel the enemy to expose himself while passing the fire should he advance.

  21. Advanced Piquets to be under Arms an Hour before Day-light. – Piquets will get under arms in the morning an hour before day-light; and if every thing appears quiet in front, the officer will, as soon as he can discern objects distinctly, proceed to occupy the same posts that he held the day before; but he must previously send forward patroles to feel his way, and should any change be remarked in the enemy's posts or position, he will report it immediately to the field officer of the day.
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  22. When advanced Piquets should he relieved. – As attacks are most commonly made about day-break, a desirable accession of force will be always obtained by relieving the piquets at that hour.

  23. Arrival of the Relief. – When the new piquet has arrived, the officer commanding it will accompany the officer of the old piquet along the chain of posts, and this officer will point out the situation and strength of all the enemy's posts, and afford every other information to the relieving officer, in his power.

  24. Duty of the Officer of the old Piquet. – When the sentries are relieved, and the weather is sufficiently clear to ascertain that there is no indication of an attack, the officer who has been relieved will forward a written report to the field officer of the day, fall back upon the reserve piquet, and march to camp in the same order as when he advanced; but if the advanced piquets should be attacked before he arrives in camp, he will consider it his duty to face about instantly, and march to their support.

  25. Patrolling. – One of the most necessary and effectual methods of preventing surprise and of gaining information remains to he noticed, viz., patrolling, without which, however active and alert the sentries, the service of the outpost never can be properly done. The mode of conducting these patroles, their strength, and the distance to which they may be sent, are all necessarily dependent on the ever varying local circumstances in which piquets may be placed; but it may be laid down as a good general rule, that, when near the enemy, a patrole should be sent out once between every relief during the night.

  26. Vigilance, Silence, and Circumspection indispensable in patrolling. – Vigilance, silence, and circumspection must be strictly enjoined upon all patroles: no noise must on any account be made, and when any thing is to be communicated, it should be done in a whisper.

  It is not possible to lay down exact rules for conducting patroles in every case that may occur on service, but one or two of the most usual modes of carrying on this important duty may be briefly adverted to.

  27. Patrolling in front of the Line of Sentries. – The patrole on leaving the piquet, should, when practicable, communicate in the first instance with the next post upon the right (or left), and patrole cautiously along the whole front of the line of sentries, just near enough to see them, and communicating with the next post upon the left (or right) return again to the piquet by the rear of the chain. The sentries must not be thrown off their guard by the frequent appearance of these patroles, but be taught to expect an enemy in all who approach them: some preconcerted signal, or interchange of countersign in a low tone, should be used, and which should be changed at every relief.

 Page 48
  28. Patrolling when the Enemy's Posts are distant. – Patroles must also be sent along the roads in the direction of the enemy's posts, to such distance as may he deemed expedient. These patroles must be preceded by feelers, quick intelligent men selected for that duty, whom no sound will escape, and whose experienced ears will detect the approach of danger long before it reaches them. A patrole must above all things avoid unnecessary firing, or, in other words, false alarms: on hearing the approach of footsteps the feelers should instantly fall back to the patrole; and should the sounds indicate the advance of a larger body than a patrole, one or two men should be sent back with all haste to inform the officer of the piquet, who will make immediate preparations for defence. The patrole will retire steadily and unobserved, if possible, upon the piquet; but if perceived and overtaken by the enemy, an incessant fire must be maintained, in order to apprise the camp that the enemy is coming on in force. Although it may safely be inferred, that if the piquets know their duty, and are judiciously drawn up for the defence of the roads, it will be extremely difficult for an enemy, however strong, having failed in his plan for taking the advanced posts by surprise, to make head, under all the disadvantages of a night attack, against men who know the ground, and whose plans have been previously concerted for disputing those points in their line of retreat, and where the disparity of numbers must, in the dark, be in a great measure neutralized.

  29. Patroles to avoid exchanging Shots with the Enemy. – In falling in with an enemy's patrole in advance of the chain of sentries, it will always be most prudent to retire at once without exchanging shots, which can only tend to harass and disturb the troops in their rear.

  30. A strong Patrole to he sent out just before Day-light. – A strong patrole will always be sent some distance on towards the enemy's posts just before day-light, and this patrole, above all others, must proceed with redoubled caution, for fear of falling in with the enemy's columns, waiting for day-light to attack.

  31. The principal Object of Piquets in case of Attach. – In the event of an attack, the commander of a piquet must ever bear in mind that the great object of his efforts is to gain sufficient time to enable the main body in his rear to get under arms and prepare for action. The points he is to dispute in falling back having been previously selected, few cases can occur in which it will be impossible to attain that end, without endangering the safety of his piquet; but even in an extreme case, he must remember that it is his duty to sacrifice himself, rather than be driven in upon the main body, before it has had time to form.

  32. Outlying Piquets pay no Compliments. – Outlying piquets pay no compliments, but when approached by a general officer, the field officer of the day, or by any armed party, they will fall in and stand to their arms.

  Sentries on out-post duty pay no compliments.
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  I. EXTEND.

  II. CLOSE.

  III. ADVANCE.

  IV. HALT.

  The Halt annuls all previous Sounds except the Fire.

  V. COMMENCE FIRING.

  VI. CEASE FIRING.
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  VII. RETIRE.

  VIII. ASSEMBLY.

  This sound will be used to turn out troops in cases of alarm by day or night. Neither the whole call nor any part of it must ever be used either in camp or barracks for any purpose, but that above stated.
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