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  GENERAL REMARKS

  ON THE

  PRINCIPAL PROVINCES

  OF

  NEW ZEALAND.

  AUCKLAND.

  The province of Auckland affords many advantages to the newly arrived emigrant, amongst which are the following: – In the first place, the climate is salubrious, and land is here given to those who provide themselves with a land order in England, which does not apply to the other provinces; but it should be fairly stated that the nature of a great portion of the land renders it unfit for cultivation to a man of small capital, and is of a broken and rugged nature, which greatly interferes with the rapid agricultural development of the province. There is also a large proportion of clay land, which is always attended with great outlay to cultivate. The writer has come in contact with numbers of persons, many belonging to the nonconformists, who have expressed themselves greatly misled by the various reports of the country, there being no practicable roads to the different blocks, which has proved a great hindrance in conveying the necessary provisions, implements, &c., required on first settling, and the privations have been great to
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  those who have always been accustomed to town life. Nevertheless, there are many overcoming these difficulties, and doubtless will ultimately succeed. The province is capable of producing wheat, barley, oats, potatoes, pumpkins, &c. In fruits, the pear, apple, quince, cherry, peach, lemon, grape, and most of the small fruits, with the exception of the currant and gooseberry, which require a colder climate. Poultry thrive admirably, requiring less care than in a more severe climate; also, all lands of live stock do well.

  WELLINGTON.

  This province adjoins that of Auckland, being further south, and consequently rather colder. It also is a splendid climate, with no severe winters, rather subject to high winds and shocks of earthquakes, but possessing a rich and fertile soil in the valleys, and is capable of producing the very finest crops of cereals, grasses, and fruits. A good breadth of the land is under cultivation, but possesses a large share of mountain country, which is entirely unavailable, although large tracts of superior land are to be found in the interior well adapted to farming pursuits. The land in this province is sold at a moderate price: 10s. per acre.

  Wanganui, which adjoins Wellington – being sixty miles north-west – is also a rich and productive country, some accounts stating that ninety bushels of oats are grown to the acre, and twenty tons of potatoes. This, from the best accounts, appears to be one of the choicest spots in the Northern Island, and the price of clearing the land is small, not often exceeding 20s. per acre.

  NEW PLYMOUTH OR TARANAKI.

  This rich and fertile country has been for a long while in an unsettled state from the late native outbreaks, but it is to be hoped it will again take its position
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  amongst the flourishing places of New Zealand. The land is extremely productive, and it possesses a fine climate, being considered the garden of New Zealand.

  NELSON.

  This province is bounded on the north by Cook's Straits, being in the Middle Island. It, is acknowledged to be the finest climate in New Zealand. The indigenous vegetation is evergreen. Country lands are higher here than in the Northern Island; the rich alluvial spots are but few, and the generality of agricultural land is not of a rich description; the average quantity of wheat grown to the acre being from twenty-five to thirty bushels. The mountains are of a steep and rugged nature, difficult and expensive to traverse. Wheat, barley, oats, maize, potatoes, hops, and other crops are grown, but it does not offer advantages to the small capitalist.

  CANTERBURY.

  This is a rising province in New Zealand, and agriculture is greatly extending. The land affords natural pasturage, and is easy of cultivation, having extensive plains, seventy to one hundred miles in length, requiring little or no clearing, and is at once ready for the plough. I need not expatiate on the great advantages just named; and although land is higher here than in the Northern Island, yet, its good quality and easy cultivation renders it at once a fit place for the man intending to settle down as a farmer. Firewood, however, is scarce and dear. The climate is colder than in the northern provinces, and the wind on the plains at times disagreeable; many of its mountains are covered with perpetual snow. The government price for land ranges from 10s. to £3 per acre. The soil and climate are suitable to the growth
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  of all kinds of European grain and fruits, and gardens and good farms are greatly increasing, and, taking it on the whole, it is one of the most flourishing provinces in New Zealand. Christchurch is the capital, which is distant from Port Lyttleton seven miles.

  OTAGO.

  This is the most southerly province of New Zealand, consequently colder, with more rain and snow falling than in those previously named. It is a rich gold country, and rising fast in consequence, but is not at present of great interest to the farmer. However, most of the English farm produce is grown, and the country produces fine beef and mutton. Produce of bush land for wheat, thirty bushels per acre; open land, twenty bushels; oats, forty bushels; and potatoes, five tons to the acre. This will not bear comparison with the yields at Wellington and Wanganui.

  But, in whatever province the new comer may settle, I would say again, don't be deceived with regard to the quality of your land; hundreds are disappointed and disgusted with farming from the fact of having settled on a bad soil. I repeat it again, take a spade and try what the nature of the land is; if you can get ten to twelve inches of nice mellow loam until a clay bottom or sub-soil, you may then go to work; but if you find it a poor, hungry, thin-skinned soil, with clay reaching nearly to the surface, have nothing to do with it. Such is not fit for a man with a small capital, although such land can be brought into good working cultivation; yet, the expense is so great as to be entirely out of the reach of a, man of small means. The writer has seen enormous expenses encountered by bringing clay land into a good state for cultivation. The same applies to soil with too large an amount of sand. In the former case sand and ashes are carted on, and in the latter a dressing of strong clay, when pulverized, is
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  added to bring it to a proper tilth, and form a good working loam, which is the soil to be desired. Clay lands, again, require sub-soiling, which is an expensive process. This may be done with a sub-soil plough, or with a common plough, with the mould-board removed, following in the same furrow after the first team; at the bottom of this furrow, if of sufficient depth, tea tree scrub may be laid, which will keep the land dry, and materially assist, by the admission of air, to pulverize the soil. Another test may be applied to ascertain the quality of land, which is as follows: – Take a pinch of the soil between the thumb and finger, if it has a greasy feel it is good, but if sandy or gritty to the touch it is not of much value. However, when you are well established on your farm, it will be found that the best of everything must be raised, bearing in mind that inferior crops and second or third rate cattle will not pay you. Advantage must also be taken of running streams of water; often very rich land is to be found on their banks. These places, in summer, are of immense value, not only for watering your cattle, but for means of irrigation. The writer has seen a small patch (nine acres) of land, under irrigation, and laid down to clover and rye grass, support twenty head of cattle through the dry season, and the milking cows supplying a large quantity of butter in the driest weather. The water can be turned over the field by means of troughs, which are laid down from the dam, where it is raised several feet, which enables you to carry it round the paddock and use it as required. The dam must be very strong in its construction, or it may be washed away at the time of floods. One that came under the writer's notice was in use for many years, formed of boards two inches in thickness and twenty feet long, fixed in a slanting direction inwards to within about four feet, where a sluice gate lifted up and down for the ingress and egress of the water.
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  SPECIAL SETTLEMENTS

  AND

  CO-OPERATIVE FARMS.



  The author of this work is no prophet, But coming events cast their shadows before. From all sources we learn that a tide of immigration will shortly set in from England and Australia to this Colony. It is the favourite place both at home and amongst the Australias, and what result may be expected from this vast number of arrivals but destitution and misery. We have neither manufactories nor agriculture carried on to any extent to employ a large population, and these people have been informed that plenty of work can be obtained on their arrival in Auckland; immediately upon their landing this they find to be untrue, and, as the writer's object is to give correct information, it may be mentioned that an advertisement appeared in the local papers for a clerk twenty miles from Auckland, in answer to which forty-three applications appeared! Now, this alone proves Auckland to be overdone with that class of persons; but there are others – most worthy, decent people, with families (without capital), men used to agricultural work, who cannot find employment for themselves or their families, and the writer does not make this assertion without being able to prove it by facts. Why! one has only to look around Auckland in any direction, and where is to be found a thorough agricultural farm, or manufactory? The very place where you would expect to see a high state of tillage,
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  you cannot at the present time (month of May) see three ploughs at work in any direction within seven miles of the city! And yet this is the height of the season for cropping with grain, &c. Why is it that those men who possess their thousands of acres of land, and who extol it to the skies, do not cultivate them, instead of allowing vast tracts of country to lie waste? It is well known we are paying tens of thousands of pounds annually to other provinces and countries for the necessaries of life. One firm alone in Auckland declared to the author they paid £9000 annually to other countries for produce that might, and the writer may add should, be grown in the province. Is not this fact sufficient inducement to growers to turn their attention to the cultivation of the land on a large scale. Look at the beautiful soil around Epsom and Onehunga, and say whether it ought not to be in a high state of tillage, and producing ten times the amount of agricultural produce that it now is, and for which we are dependant on other Colonies for.

  But to go to my subject named at the commencement. Will it not be found necessary to make some provision for the coming multitude? Some will say: Oh, there is plenty of employment in Auckland; but such is not really the case; and the writer is convinced that many settlers will not engage new comers. They say: Send me old bush hands from Tasmania or Sydney, &c., such will suit me best. Well, but these men from England are not bushmen; they are skilled cultivators of the soil, and such work they expect to get on their arrival here, else what are they to do? Again, the writer is sorry to say the accommodation in many of the outlying districts is not fit for decent people from the old countries to live in, and it must be borne in mind they did not come here as mendicants, glad to crawl into any hovel that may be appointed them. Well! would not a co-operative association, formed here for persons already in the
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  country, be desirable? to which a loan fund shall be attached to assist them to their land, and also blocks set apart by the government for such purpose. Something has of late been done in Melbourne of this kind, and many years ago the Tasmanian government provided persons (who were willing to cultivate the land) with a team of bullocks, one cow, sufficient grain and provisions for the first year's consumption, &c., and this no doubt greatly facilitated the great object in view in all new colonies, the opening up of the country, and the settlement of the land. But let it not be inferred from the foregoing that the writer is discouraging emigration to this province; far from it, as he is fully impressed there are advantages in New Zealand not to be found in many other British possessions. We have here a splendid climate, and large tracts of fertile land. But it is necessary to caution men without means from emigrating to Auckland, unless a proportionate number of capitalists accompany them. The fact is, provisions have nearly reached to famine prices, and house rent exorbitant, so that many persons, who can find the means, are leaving Auckland for the South, or the Australian Colonies, and a valuable class of colonists are continually being drained from the population and lost to the country. When told they will sacrifice their land orders, they say – What is the value of them to us, we have no means of cultivating or settling upon the land, and we cannot get employment in town. This very day (twelve days after the arrival of the "Nimroud,") the writer is informed several have not yet been engaged, and these are agricultural men.

  I again repeat the question, will it not be necessary to make some provision for these people, and others that may shortly be expected to land on these shores? Is it possible there are men amongst us so destitute of common humanity, and so regardless of the rights and feelings of their follow creatures, as to advocate an indiscriminate immigration, thereby instituting a
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  kind of serfdom in the land to gratify their own ambitious ends. But depend upon it these Colonies are composed of men of stamina, and made of the wrong stuff to be trampled on by a would-be aristocracy. The writer would fain believe these men form an insignificant minority in the country, but such we fear there are, who by their influence are able to do a vast deal of mischief. When will these individuals view things in their proper light? that is, in the light of Christian truth, and in the light of eternity. When will they act the part of the good Samaritan? and bind up the wounds of our suffering fellow-creatures who exist amongst us. Remember, there is no true religion unless it be shewn by our actions. The writer is not advocating any sect or party, well knowing good men are to be found amongst all denominations, and such men are worthy of honour wherever they are, and will at the last receive the welcome plaudit: "Well done good and faithful servant, enter into the joy of your Lord."

  It has, on many occasions, been painful to the writer to hear the aspersions cast on our worthy Governor, Sir George Grey, in his truly philanthropic and Christian work in endeavouring (without bloodshed) to settle the intricate and long vexed Maori question that at the present time afflicts the province. Such men should read Christ's sermon on the mount, and try and exorcise those benevolent feelings which genuine Christianity demands, to follow peace with all men, and in the place of advocating measures that would inflict misery and death on the human race, to cultivate a spirit of love and goodwill to all men, that wars may cease to the ends of the earth, that all men may love as brethren, that the bow may lie broken and the spear cut asunder, and the chariot burnt with fire; that the meek may delight themselves with the abundance of peace, and that the royal law, which commands us to love our neighbour as ourselves, may universally prevail.



 

      
  