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  THE

  CHURCH QUARTERLY PAPER.

  DIOCESE OF CHRISTCHURCH.

  OCTOBER, 1861.

  INTRODUCTION.

  THE chief object of this paper which it is proposed to publish quarterly, is to give to those, who are in communion with the Church of England, such information on Church matters as may enable them to understand more fully the position and the work of the Church in this Diocese.

  And some such information seems to be necessary; since though we have here the same Church services and ordinances which we partook of in our native land, and are living under a similar form of Church Government, yet the position and work of the Church is not altogether the same. It is unconnected with the Civil Government, and only recognised and assisted by it as any other body of Christians, and it is therefore at liberty, in due subordination to the principles and laws which form its bond of union with the mother Church and the other Dioceses of these islands, to make any regulations which may be considered expedient for its own more complete organization and effectual working, and in the making of these regulations and in the general administration of the affairs of the Church, though each order of the Church retains, as heretofore, its own appropriate functions, those of the Lay-members are more distinctly defined, and more ample provision made for their exercise. There is accordingly much which must seem new in our present system of Church Government; though the principles upon which it rests are the same as they were at the beginning. A publication therefore which may serve to explain this, and to make known what regulations may have been adopted, and what offices of trust created, and which also may, from time to time, remind us of our duties and responsibilities will, it is hoped under Gods' blessing, be of some service. And again, the position of the Church here, differs from that to which we have been accustomed, inasmuch as we are under the necessity of maintaining from our own resources the ministrations of the Church. These were provided for us in England, and, in most instances, with little cost and trouble to ourselves, and we perhaps regarded them as things of course. The
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  Parish Church was ours to worship in, whenever we chose to attend; and the parish clergyman was bound, not only by his ordination vows, but by the laws of the realm, to minister to us in the several offices of religion; but here it is different, we can have no Churches now, but such as are built through our own exertions, and the services in them, and the clergymen who minister in them, and who have the cure of souls in the districts around them, must be maintained by our own contributions, with such assistance as may be supplied from the Church endowments; and though clergymen who have undertaken the different cures are under the most solemn obligations to give themselves wholly to their ministry, no one, who is withholding what is wanting on his part to enable them to do this, can advance an equitable claim to their services. Such a state of things entails upon us duties which however new to us, are binding upon us in no ordinary degree. In spiritual things as in temporal we have to make provision for ourselves, and for those of our own household, and it is well that this should be fully understood.

  It will be the business of this paper, therefore, to bring before the members of the Church, the religious wants of the different parts of the Diocese; to point out where clergymen, or schoolmasters, churches or schools are especially needed, and what exertions must be made to secure them; and, further, it will show what assistance is required either for districts which are thinly peopled, or for those parts of the Diocese where from long disuse of the church services, and the means of grace, their value is but little felt; and where it has become the duty of the church to plant, as it were afresh, the seed of religious truth, aided by the alms of those who are willing to assist in imparting to others what they themselves are permitted to enjoy; nor will it be unprofitable to record those exertions which have proved successful. It will be an occasion of thanksgiving, to those who have at heart the religious welfare of their fellow-men, and it may shew to those among us who are slack in our exertions, what others have been enabled to do, with means perhaps as limited as ours.

  And since among those who have an undoubted claim to our aid we must reckon our Maori brethren in this Diocese, their Condition both temporal and spiritual, and what may improve it, what may and should be done for the education of their children, and for
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  the setting forward among them true religion and piety, will be laid before our readers, not without the hope that their warmest sympathies will be enlisted in their behalf. Indeed this paper is put forth in the full conviction that there are many who would be ready to give their aid in such and other like works of religion and charity, if only they knew that it was wanted, and that it could be profitably bestowed. There must be many here who feel that they have been brought to this country for higher purposes than the mere acquisition of worldly riches and comforts; that, being in God's Church, they have responsibilities even beyond those that concern their own spiritual advancement; that they are bound to interest themselves in the well-being of others, and as opportunity offers do their best to promote it. Such persons will be thankful to be told what is wanting, or being done, for the better supply of the religious necessities of themselves and of others; and will esteem it a privilege to be allowed to assist either by their own personal services, or at least by their alms and prayers. Our first duty of course lies with ourselves, and with that portion of the Church in which we have been placed, and it is doubtless for this purpose that God has so ordered it, that each separate Diocese should be complete in itself – complete in its means of self-government and edification, as well as in its doctrines and ordinances; but still it must not be forgotten that though we are many members, yet we are but one body, and that it is God's will that our hearts should be enlarged towards those who are connected with us in the same holy fellowship, however personally unknown to us. Hence through the medium of this paper, intelligence will be given of matters of interest in other parts of the church, especially in the Dioceses more immediately connected with our own, whether it relates to the good government of the Church, or the measures which have been tried and found effectual to give vigour and unity to her ministrations.

  And as the work of the Church is not limited to those alone who are already gathered unto her, and she is commissioned to go forth into all the world and preach the Gospel to every creature; care will be taken to place before our readers the missionary efforts of the Church especially those which have originated from the Church in these islands, and which are now under the direction of Bishop Patteson. These seem to have peculiar claims to our support.
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  And in thus endeavouring to make known the position and the work of our own portion of the Church; and that which in other portions of it deserves our attention, it is hoped that this paper may be instrumental in promoting our own individual growth in grace. If only it serve to show us that the work of the Church is our own work, the work of each member of it, and help us to do it more earnestly in our several vocations and ministries, it will not have been published in vain. For we cannot be heartily engaged in a work which is so much for God's glory and the good of man, without being ourselves drawn nearer to God, and in him to each other.

  THE CHURCH CONSTITUTION.

  WHY have we a General and Diocesan Synods, and all the legislation connected with them? Why are Churchmen called upon to join in organising a system of Church Goverment? Why may we not go on in the old fashioned way and let Church affairs be managed as they used to be at home? these are questions which we believe are not unfrequently asked by Churchmen in this Diocese, and we cannot expect their cordial co-operation in the work of ecclesiastical organisation so long as they are left without a reasonable answer.

  There is a difference in the position of the Church of England in the Colonies and at home. In the Colonies the connection between Church and State is at an end. Hence the great body of ecclesiastical law as administered in England has become inoperative here, and the distant branches of the Church of England are thus deprived of State support while they are unable to call in the aid of English Ecclesiastical Law for their internal regulation. The chief onus of their government devolves on their Bishops who, with their own powers ill defined and unsupported by any ecclesiastical law in force within their Dioceses, must needs, in many cases, find their position both irksome and ineffective. For this state of things there can be but one remedy. As in civil, so in ecclesiastical affairs, the task of government is in our day thrown very much into the hands of the governed, and members of colonial branches of the Church are now required to bestir themselves and provide the internal organisation no longer derived from the mother Church. And this ought to be a subject of rejoicing rather than of regret. The ecclesiastical system of the
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  Church at home had become complicated and unwieldy and mixed up with secular law. Comparatively few could understand it so as to recognise the connection which ought to exist between all church law and the highest religious truth. We are persuaded it will be greatly to the advantage of sincere Churchmen to see how the provisions of a visible Church polity grow out of the fundamental truths of religion in their varied aspects and applications. But the need of local organisation and self-government does not rest solely on the fact that Colonial Churches are now very much left (so to speak) to shift for themselees. We must consider the need of organization not only because we are unprovided with it, but because without it we cannot adequately fulfil our duties as a Christian community either at home or abroad. A branch of the Church left to comparatively independent action in a distant colony should not refuse to raise her voice and declare that in her corporate capacity she is ready to be an upholder of sound doctrine and wholesome discipline. Such it may be said is the scope of the proceedings of our General Synod – to declare and secure the unity of the Church in New Zealand with the mother Church both in doctrine and discipline, and to exercise such general control and direction over the various Dioceses as will contribute to unity of action and uniformity of usage throughout the Province. The Diocesan Synods on the other hand are charged with local arrangements and the carrying out in detail of the principles laid down by the General Synod. A glance at the titles of the Statutes and Resolutions passed by our own Synod of Christchurch will sufficiently indicate the functions of a Diocesan Synod. The election of the Synod itself – the formation of parishes – the disposal of patronage, that most difficult and troublesome question – the extension of education – the promotion of Missions at home and abroad – these are some of the important matters which closely concern every locality in a Diocese, and of these and others like them it is the duty of the Diocesan Synod to take the oversight and regulation. A few examples only are mentioned for space would fail to enumerate the multiplicity of details which fall under the supervision of the Diocesan Synod or (its representative when not in Session) the Standing Commission. We earnestly hope the time will come before long when Churchmen will understand the inestimable advantage of a complete Provision for the administration of Church affairs. With such provision in efficient working order it cannot fail that the Church will shew more healthy
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  vigorous action in her corporate capacity. Her Bishops will be left to the freer discharge of their highest episcopal functions, and private Churchmen taught to feel more deeply the weight of their collective and individual responsibility. So unused are Englishmen to any direct share in the administration of their own Church affairs – so entirely new to them is the whole subject of self-government within the Church, that a clear appreciation of its importance can hardly be expected at first. But it cannot be doubted that the work of ecclesiastical organization will be viewed with greater intelligence and interest when time shall have shewn its effects in drawing Churchmen more closely together and enabling them to work more heartily and effectually for the glory of their Lord.

  HOME MAORI MISSION.

  IT is now two years since the Mission was commenced in the Diocese. The results though not large are satisfactory. The continued desire for instruction, the eagerness to purchase books and willingness to contribute according to their means – to the support of the Mission, and any good cause, are proofs that the Maoris appreciate what has hitherto been done for them.

  The effects of the Mission may be seen in the following summary of the past two years' proceedings: – 

  On the twenty acres of land set apart by the Maoris from their reserve for school and mission purposes, a house has been built which is now occupied by the Clergyman of the Mission. The timber for the house and half of the expense of sawing it was given by the Maoris, the cost of erecting the building being defrayed from the General Government Grant of £200.

  Little more than a year ago the natives of Port Levy resolved to put up a church, and cut ten thousand feet of timber for the purpose, but have hitherto been prevented by want of funds from accomplishing their design. At Timaru and Waimatemate the natives have timber ready and are only waiting till they have money enough to put up churches in those places. At Kaiapoi, service is held in a large Maori building; but the people are anxious to have a more commodious and sightly edifice, and have contributed, since the beginning of this year, £28 for the purpose.

  The average attendance on Divine Service at the various villages when the Missionary was present is as follows: – 

  Kaiapoi 80 

 Wairewa 25 

 Rapaki 20 

 Port Levy 40 

 Akaroa 25

  Shewing an attendance of one half the population, the population of Kaiapoi and Banks' Peninsula being 380. At other times the attendance is generally small – not from indifference to good things, but from want of confidence in the lay readers, or jealousy, &c.
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  At the places mentioned above, two services are held every Sunday, and prayers read morning and evening throughout the week.

  The only schools in operation are the Sunday schools, which are held during the interval between the services. One half of the congregation usually attend. Those, who can, read one of the lessons and have it explained to them. The rest repeat the Church Catechism. Before closing they are all questioned on the sermon. During the summer months a Bible class is held on two evenings in the week, they are well attended whenever the Missionary is present.

  For the instruction of the children little has hitherto been done. Tamati Tikao the teacher at Little River, boarded and taught thirteen children at his own expense for nearly a year – but was compelled to dismiss them last February – the parents not contributing enough to maintain them, and his own resources being exhausted. Another attempt at a village school made by Poihipi at Port Levy failed from the same causes. Though shortlived, these schools effected some good, a few of the children having learned to read, the only Maori children in the province who can.

  Nearly all the children are baptized, the parents being generally desirous they should be. Some adult candidates have come forward during the last month at Little River.

  The different villages have been occasionally visited; a day or two being spent at each place.

  Visits to Port Levy 9 

 Akaroa 5 

 Wairewa 7 

 Rapaki 14 

 Taumutu 2 

 and to Kaiapoi 15 before the Missionary resided there.

  A short visit was paid to Timaru, Waimatemate and several places in Otago during the early part of last year. The latter places will again be visited if possible during the summer months. Everywhere the natives have furnished the Missionary, whenever required, with horses and boats free of charge – and have always done their utmost to make him comfortable.

  Besides a grant of twenty acres of land for a School and Mission purposes, two acres for a Church site and burial ground, and an acre of bush for the use of the mission, the Maoris have contributed

 
 
 	 


 	  £ s. d.




 
 	  Towards the mission house


 	  35 0 0




 
 	  Missionary's stipend


 	  21 0 0




 
 	  Church Port Levy (exclusive of timber)


 	  20 0 0




 
 	  Taranaki Relief Fund


 	  19 0 0




 
 	  Kaiapoi Church


 	  28 0 0




 
 	  Vessel for Melanesian Mission


 	  5 0 0






  Making a total of £128 contributed for religious and charitable purposes.

  They have purchased several pounds' worth of testaments and prayer books at two shillings per copy, and have quite exhausted the small stock we began with. A supply of books is much needed.

  The arrangement now being made by the General Government for the equal division of the Kaiapoi reserve amongst the Maoris claiming a share in it, will not only lead to a permanent increase of the population, but will be followed by many other beneficial results. We may expect to see
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  better houses, and better fenced and cultivated farms. Many are impatient to begin these improvements. We may hope, too, that the morals of the people will indirectly be improved by this measure. Instead of crowding together in a few houses; each man will then have his own cottage situated on his own little farm.

  To effect permanent good it is necessary that the children should be removed at an early age from the vitiated moral atmosphere of a Maori village, and placed under Christian instruction. An effort is now being made to raise funds to establish a boarding school at Kaiapoi. Though it is not likely we can board a tithe of the Maori children, we may hope that those in the neighbourhood will attend as day scholars – and that some adults may be trained to act as teachers in the villages, and thus spread the beneficial influence of the school. If funds can be raised, the services of a competent Native Teacher from Auckland will be secured to assist in the school and in the visitation of the natives in the diocese.

  We trust this brief account may excite an interest in behalf of our Canterbury Maoris, and may induce our readers to aid in some way the improvement of this people.

  The sum collected last year for the Maori Mission in the several Churches of this province, on the two Sundays set apart for that purpose, together with that collected at Lyttelton at the ordination of the Rev. J. M. Stack amounted to £82 16s. 8d., and from all sources to £108 3s. 11d.

  EDUCATION.

  WHEN the scheme of the Canterbury Association was first originated it was the intention of its founders to establish a College, and at least twenty Church Schools, among the fifteen thousand emigrants whom they calculated on forwarding to the settlement. The funds, however, of the Association falling far short of the estimate, that body found itself unable to carry out its views in many respects, and especially as regarded Education, and its actual work in this respect comprised only the founding of Christ's College, and the payment of the stipends of schoolmasters in Lyttelton and Christchurch for some years, until their charter was brought to an end by the Home Government.

  After some desultory assistance granted by the Provincial Government and the proposal, consideration, and rejection of various educational schemes, the Provincial Council in its eighth Session in the year 1857, passed an Education Ordinance on which the public education of the Province is at present based. By this Ordinance, founded on the Denominational System, as it is called, it was enacted that a sum of £1,700 should be paid every year during the five years ending on the 31st of March, 1862, to
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  the Bishop of Christchurch, or acting head of the Church of England for the support of Church of England Schools in the Province of Canterbury. The apportionment of which sum, the appointment or removal of the masters, the management of the Schools, and the entire control over the instruction given, was vested in him, the Council stipulating that every school receiving aid from this grant should be open for inspection to a Government Inspector of Schools, and that no child belonging to such schools should be required to attend at such times as are peculiarly set apart for instruction in the doctrines of religion, if any objection to such instruction should be made by its parents. The Ninth Clause of the Ordinance gives power to the Executive to withhold the grant from any school for any breach of these regulations, and also if it has ascertained from the report of the inspector that the secular instruction given is unsatisfactory.

  This is a brief sketch of the regulations under which our schools are at present conducted.

  At the meeting of the Diocesan Synod in May last, we find from papers laid on the table by the Bishop of Christchurch, that about seven hundred children were receiving education in Church of England Schools aided by the Government grant. On a discussion taking place on the subject of Church Schools it was shewn that the present funds are quite inadequate for the work of education called for by the members of the Church of England – that more schools are required in new districts – that the existing schools in most cases are too small, and almost unfit for the purpose for which they are used, being mere shells of buildings, unlined, and devoid in many respects of those comforts and conveniences which are so needful for the health and training of the children – and that in all the schools throughout the Province there is a great want of furniture – such as desks, books, maps, and other necessary apparatus.

  As the present Government grant expires next March, the Synod petitioned His Honor the Superintendent to recommend to the Provincial Council for its adoption at the next Session a fresh Education Ordinance in which a larger provision may be made for the maintenance of a staff of teachers competent to the instruction of adults in Evening Schools, as well as children in the Day Schools, and for the erection and adequate furnishing of proper school buildings. A petition was also framed to be presented to the Provincial Council.
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  We trust that the prayers of these petitions may be granted, and it so, that the public will liberally meet these grants by voluntary contributions.

  A series of resolutions also were passed respecting the management of Church Schools. On the suppostion that the Denominational System would be still maintained, and educational grants be made as heretofore to the heads of the religious bodies (which, in the case of the Church of England, would be the Bishop of Christchurch, acting with the Diocesan Synod, or with persons appointed by the Synod) it was determined that in future, schools should be placed under the management of a committee to consist of not fewer than five communicants of the Church, chosen annually out of every parish, of which the Curate and Churchwardens were to be ex officio members. The Government grant would be paid to this committee, and the fixing the amount and the apportionment of the fees, the disposition of the Government grant – the appointment and removal of the teachers, would all rest with the committee, subject to the approval of the Bishop. A register would also be kept by the Diocesan Secretary of the names of persons arriving in the Province, and wishing to act in the capacity of schoolmasters or mistresses, and who have been approved of by the Bishop. From this register the committee of any school would be able to make their selection; but on the appointment of any teacher to any school it would be necessary that he receive a license from the Bishop.

  MELANESIAN MISSION.

  LATE ACCOUNTS OF THE MISSION.

  BISHOP PATTESON and his party left Auckland on the 13th of May last for the islands in a small schooner of about 62 tons chartered for the purpose. The object of his voyage was to take back the 16 Melanesians who spent the last summer in New Zealand, and with his staff of assistant teachers, to hold his head-quarters for the winter at Mota, the small island of the Bank's group, where the Bishop and his party spent last winter in Missionary work. 1

  The Melanesian scholars though not so numerous as on former occasions have been in some respects more satisfactory. They seem to have understood for the first time the great object of their visit to New Zealand, the importance of becoming acquainted with the teaching of Christianity, and the difficulty of remaining firm under the many temptations which they will have to meet in their own islands. It is interesting to know that several of them have been in the regular habit of seeking help in prayer, and that on the late voyage from New Zealand they would of their own
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  accord kneel down at going to bed and getting up; and from time to time tell the Bishop in all simplicity what they had been saying. A Mota boy, named Utagilava, seems to have been especially hopeful. He had been twice before in New Zealand, but had been forced to yield to the heathen practices of his own country for a time during last winter. This summer he deeply lamented his error, and on one occcasion he said that he had had a dream more than once. "I dreamt that I was standing in a narrow path, and a great number of my countrymen were trying to draw me down it; but when they nearly pulled me over, the Bishop (Patteson) put out his hand and drew me back." There had evidently been a great struggle going on in his mind for a considerable time. May he have grace to persevere, and be a blessing to his people!

  The general progress of the scholars has also been very satisfactory during the last summer.

  The Bishop took with him two boats, and by their means he hoped to be able to spend a considerable portion of his time during the winter in paying visits to the neighbouring islands. In the Banks Islands there are at least six distinct dialects in a population of 9000 or 10,000, and the Bishop has compiled grammars of three of these dialects during the last year, which though not yet complete are so many steps in advance. He is hoping before long to be able to establish a still more distant station in the Solomon Islands, and has already prepared grammars of three of the dialects of those islands also.

  News have been received of the safe arrival of the Misssionary party at their destination. They had spent a long time upon their passage, their chartered vessel having proved a very slow sailer; but the time had not been wasted, for the school was carried on vigorously, and the progress of the boys in every respect was very satisfactory. They first touched at Aneiteum, an island of the New Hebrides, the station of Messrs. Geddie and Inglis of the Nova Scotia Mission. There they heard a sad story. Famine and disease had carried off no less than 1200, out of a population of 4000 in four months.

  At Erromanga, the scene of the death of John Williams in 1839, they found that two-thirds of the population of that island had perished, and that the Presbyterian Missionary, Mr. Gordon, and his wife were dead. It does not appear from the accounts sent from Bishop Patteson how they met with their deaths, but by another channel we are told that the natives had looked upon the Missionaries as the cause of the fearful disease that had been raging among them, and had for some time determined to take their lives. Mr. Gordon became aware of their intentions but expected that they would change their purpose. They did however carry it out in a most treacherous and savage manner. After the murder of John Williams, we are told that the Bishop of New Zealand, with a Samoan teacher was the first to visit Erromanga, and when there they knelt down on the very spot where the murder took place and prayed that the blood of the martyrs might make a path for the Gospel. And now after this second and still more affecting martyrdom, another Missionary Bishop comes to add a like prayer. Bishop Patteson has in his possession the journal of Mr. Gordon, which he had evidently kept till a short time before his
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  death. Some of the last entries are very touching, showing the troubles which were coming thickly upon them. Almost the last words were a prayer for increased faith in their hour of need. The Missionary party also touched at the Loyalty Islands, which they found had been visited with severe sickness, and at the Island of Nengore took up Wendrokal, one of the old native teachers, who can speak the Mota language, and was likely to prove of great value to them.

  Mota was at last reached; and it was found that, notwithstanding the exertions and hopes of last year, the great majority of the people were carrying on their heathen practices. There were, however, those among them who seemed delighted at the return of the Bishop and the prospect of being left at peace by their heathen neighbours. These people of their own accord proposed to build a large school-house to which persons, young or old, might come for instruction from all parts of the Island. We hope to be able on future occasions to continue the narrative. We will only now add that the experience of the last voyage shews more and more the necessity of obtaining as quickly as possible a special vessel for these missionary voyages.

  FINANCE.

  THE payment to the Clergy of a sufficient income is a matter of great importance not only to their personal comfort, but also to their efficiency among their people. It is a matter, too, of no little difficulty in a colony to find the means of raising such an income even when the people are willing contributors. Considering the difficulties which have commonly to be surmounted, we have cause for thankfulness in the fact that a system is now established among us by which something approaching to an adequate maintenance for the Ministers of the Church is regularly provided. It will be our object to show what the main features of this system are, and what have been its results.

  Some previous attempts had been made to place the payment of the Clergy on a more settled footing. It was not however until the first session of our Diocesan Synod that the principles and details of a Maintenance Fund were discussed and adopted. The feeling of the Synod was clearly in favour of a general fund, i. e., a Fund collected from all quarters for the general good. This Fund it was proposed should include all endowments for the maintenance of the Clergy generally, together with such voluntary contributions as should be collected in the various parishes. It was also considered expedient to sanction as part of the financial scheme the raising of special voluntary funds for the support of the Curate of each parish. By the combination of these two funds, the general and local, it has been found practicable during the year 1860 to raise the incomes of the
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  Clergy to a minimum of £200 with an allowance of £50 for house rent where no parsonage is provided. This minimum has been attained partly by guaranteed subscriptions varying in amount according to the circumstances of different parishes together with supplementary grants from the General Fund in aid of the less wealthy localities. If all that could be wished has not been accomplished (and it must be confessed, the minimum is much below what ought to be considered fair remuneration,) we may nevertheless say that a great point has been gained in equalising clerical incomes, and in acting on the rule, that the wealthier should help the poorer districts. This is as it should be, and we sincerely hope it will be found practicable to carry out the same financial scheme during the present year. It must be remembered, however, that much difficulty had to be encountered during the past year, and that increasing exertion will be needed to meet our present wants. The demand on the Clergy Maintenance Fund it is to be hoped will continually grow in proportion as the Church extends her operations by the establishment of new parishes, and by increasing Care bestowed upon her out-lying pastoral districts.

  It is more than can reasonably be expected that such a plan as the above, should meet with universal approval. Objections are almost sure to be suggested, and not improbably they will most frequently come from those parishes which benefit least by the General Fund, i. e., those which are best able to maintain their clergy without assistance. It is to be hoped, however, that attention to present local convenience will not in any case hinder the effective working of the plan. The material progress of the Colony is so rapid, and it is now so uncertain where and under what circumstances population may be concentrated that the parishes most wealthy at present may easily find their position unexpectedly changed for the worse. A sudden influx of population without capital may render the division of a parish and an increase in the number of its ministering clergy necessary. Many like circumstances may bring about a change, by which those who formerly had the privilege of helping their poorer neighbours, may themselves become dependent on the General Fund to eke out their now straitened means.

  It must therefore be apparent that in this as in many other things, union is strength, and that the great object of all ought to be to establish the General Fund on a firm basis, and by so
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  doing provide the means both of preventing much privation to those who minister in the Church and of meeting those local changes both in population and property which the circumstances of the times give us every reason to expect.

  Church Intelligence.

  MEETING OF THE DIOCESAN SYNOD.

  The second Session of the Synod of the Diocese of Christchurch was opened on May 29th, 1861, at the Government Buildings Christchurch, in rooms granted by his Honor the Superintendent for the use of the Synod. The Synod met during twelve days of May and June, and two days of August. The average number of members present was twenty-one. A considerable amount of important business was transacted, of which a report will be shortly published

  CONSECRATION OF BISHOP PATTESON.

  The following acknowledgment of the Synod's address of congratulation to the Primate on the consecration of Bishop Patteson, has been received by the Bishop, "Allow me to request you to return my most sincere thanks to the Synod of your Diocese for the address with your signature attached, in which the Synod offers its congratulations to me on the Consecration of Bishop Patteson. It has been indeed an occasion of great joy and thankfulness to us all.

  Allow me further to take the opportunity of thanking both the Provinces of your Diocese for their active zeal and liberal contributions in aid of the Melanesian Mission, a new instance of which I have lately received in the form of contributions to the following amounts: – 

 
 
 	 


 	  £ S. D.




 
 	  Canterbury, 2nd remittance


 	  9 0 0




 
 	  Dunedin


 	  26 7 0




 
 	  Waikouaiti and Goodwood


 	  4 1 4




 
 	 


 	  £39 8 4"






  NOTE. – 1st remittance from Canterbury, 1861. £50.

  ST. LUKE'S CHURCH, CHRISTCHURCH.

  The amount of the debt, on St. Luke's Church, Christchurch, March 1st, 1861, was £175 12s. 6d.; since then the following contributions have been received towards the liquidation of the debt, and the completion of the Building.

 
 
 	 


 	  £ S. D.




 
 	  Offertories and collections in St. Luke's Church, on the 2nd Sunday in the month


 	  32 3 4




 
 	  Donations


 	  27 1 2




 
 	  Donation for the completion of the Chancel and for the Communion rails


 	  50 0 0




 
 	 


 	  £109 4 6






  We understand that the contract has been taken for the building of the Bridge across the Avon in Madras-street. This will give to many on the
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  south side of the river a ready access to St. Luke's Church, and will relieve St. Michael's Church of a portion of its present over-crowded congregation.

  The streets and roads leading to St. Luke's Church, which during the winter months were almost impassable, can now be used without inconvenience.

  HAREWOOD ROAD, PAPANUI.

  A small Church is about to be built on the Reserve on the Harewood Road, three miles distant from Papanui Church. The inhabitants of the District have put down their names for£100, of which£50 has been collected. A Grant in aid will be given from the Church Building Fund. When the Building is sufficiently advanced for the purposes of public Worship, Divine Service will be performed there on alternate Sundays. Subscriptions towards the maintenance of the Clergyman officiating in this Church have also been offered.

  OXFORD, HAREWOOD FOREST.

  The Chapel School on the Reserve at Oxford, to the building of which the inhabitants of Oxford and the adjoining Pastoral District have so liberally contributed, will most probably be completed in a few weeks, and the Bishop proposes to open it by Divine Service, on Sunday, the 13th of October.

  UPPER HEATHCOTE.

  It is intended during the summer of the present year, to erect a church in this parish, upon the reserve made for that purpose, close to the fifth mile peg on the Lincoln road. The school-room in which Divine Service has been conducted for the last three years is now quite insufficient to accommodate the church-going population of the district. A sum of£400 has been allotted in aid of the proposed undertaking, out of the Government Grant for Church building, and subscriptions to the amount of nearly£250 have already been made in the district. A School-room is also about to be built immediately in the district of Prebbleton, (forming at present part of the parish of Upper Heathcote,) which is to serve temporarily the purposes of a church. This district is to receive£150 of Government money in aid of the contributions of the inhabitants amounting to£100. The neighbourhood is a rapidly increasing one, and the want of a school and place of Divine Worship has been much felt.

  OTAGO.

  In addition to£30 8s 4d collected in Otago for the Melanesian Mission, Mr. John Jones has given, through his Honor Mr. Justice Gresson, a donation of£50 to be devoted to the purposes of the Melanesian Mission at the discretion of Bishop Patteson.

  It is intended to give a table of the Churches and Church Services for Otago in the next number.
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    CHURCHES AND CHURCH SERVICES.
  The Thanksgiving Service, commonly called the Churching of Women, on those days when Baptism is administered. 

 Additional Services – The Holy Communion is adminstd. at the several churches on Christmas day, Easter day, Ascension day, & Whitsunday. 

 At Lyttelton on Thursdays, evening service, 7 p.m. – Saturdays, morning service, 8 a.m., afternoon, 3p.m., when Baptism is also administd.



 1 Mota is situated in about 168° E. long., and 14° S. lat. It is described as a little paradise from its beauty, and as admirably suited for the purpose of a Mission Station for the group to which it belongs.
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  CHURCH REGISTRATION.

  PARISHIONERS AND CHURCH MEMBERS.

  IN the fourth statute of the General Synod there is a clause to this effect: "That the term parishioner for the purpose of this statute shall mean every man of the age of twenty-one years and upwards, resident in the parish, and who shall have subscribed a declaration in the churchwardens' books, that he is a member of the United Church of England and Ireland."

  Such parishioner is entitled to vote at the election of the representatives of the General and Diocesan Synod, at the election of the parish officers, at the election of the committee for the management of the Church Schools, and generally to take a part and give his vote at all parish meetings. The statute does not require that he should be a communicant, but that he should be of a certain age, resident in the parish, and have declared himself a member of the Church.

  And this declaration is obviously necessary for the security of the Church; for those only who are in full communion with the Church are qualified to serve in any of the above mentioned offices of trust; yet, all who may vote at their election, have and may exercise a very important influence in promoting or obstructing the interest of the Church; besides, it is a thing unheard of, that a society (and the Church must be regarded in this light) should be in any respect under the direction of those who do not professedly belong to it; and though it is quite true that all who have been duly baptized into the Church whether here or elsewhere, are members of it, yet in a country like this
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  where, for the most part, we meet as strangers to each other, the Church has surely a right to ask of those who claim to take a part in her affairs, that they should declare their membership. Such a declaration as this is not unusual in our parishes in England, though there the membership of individuals might be ascertained by a reference to the baptismal register, or be supposed to have been established by their holding certain church offices. Where, for instance, the management of a parochial school is vested in a committee, of which the churchwardens are ex-officio members, such church officers are in some cases not allowed to interfere in the affairs of the school, until they have signed a declaration of their membership with the United Church of England and Ireland.

  But there is another clause in which it is stated as a part of the duties of churchwardens, that they should "keep a book and enter therein the names of all church members resident in the parish," not only, as it would seem, those who may have qualified themselves by having made the required declaration, to vote at the church elections, but all who call themselves members of the Church, not excepting those who might decline taking a part in church meetings and elections, or who by reason of their age or sex might be unable to do so.

  And the object which is sought to be obtained by this is of the utmost importance. It is, that the clergyman and church officers of the several parishes may know who are really committed to their care; and who have, as such, claims upon their services.

  According to the system which has long prevailed in England, and which has proved so beneficial there, the more inhabited parts of this colony have been divided into parishes or ecclesiastical districts, each, where it could be so arranged, with its own curate or parish minister, and churchwardens And though the curate and churchwardens are unquestionably bound to consider all who may be living within their parish, as in some measure under their care; yet, since in most parishes some are avowedly separated from the Church, and are provided with ministers and places of worship of their own, the services of the curate and churchwardens are more especially due to those who are still abiding in the communion of the Church, and it is very desirable that these should be known.

 Page 3
  CHURCH REGISTRATION.



  In the case of communicants, the members of the Church mar be easily ascertained, for the very act of communicating is a pledge and token of membership; but there are many who are not communicants who yet occasionally attend our places of worship and avail themselves of our religious services. They bring their children to our clergy to be baptized by them – they are married by our clergy, according to the forms of our Church; if they are sick or in trouble, they look for the visits of our clergy, and they expect when they come to die to be committed by them to their graves, in those places which have been set apart for the burial of the members of the Church of England. On all these occasions they seem to desire to be treated as members of our Church; but, in other respects, it is not easy to say whether they account themselves, and wish to be accounted as really belonging to our communion. They have been brought up in our Church, and perhaps are not unwilling to continue in it, but it can scarcely be said that they have, by any distinct act of their own, signified their intention of so doing, and thus have claimed for themselves and families a fresh participation in that provision which the Church has made for their welfare.

  For, let it be remembered, that the services of the clergy are not limited to the performance of certain Sunday duties, or occasional services, such as baptizing, marrying, or visiting the sick. It is their duty to be living among their people, in friendly intercourse with them, to he their teacher, guide, and adviser in things spiritual, to assist parents in the training of their children, to comfort the afflicted in their sorrows, to encourage the weak in their difficulties and trials; and, it may be at times, with all long suffering and meekness, to admonish those who err; not as assuming authority over them, other than that which God has himself assigned to the ministry of his Church, but as being bound in all things to seek their welfare, and to watch over them for good, as those who must give account. But such pastoral services can hardly he offered except to those who in some measure recognize their value, and who have shewn themselves desirous of receiving them.

  And so likewise as regards the duty of churchwardens. They are bound by their office "to call the attention of the curate to
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  anything which may need his services, and generally to promote the welfare of the Church in the parish," and as the dispensers of the alms af the Church they are to seek out and give relief to those who may stand in need of it: their duties, is evident, lie chiefly among those who are members of our communion, and they ought to have some means of proving who are they who claim to be members of it.

  What seems then to be required is this: that in every parish those who desire to be regarded as members of the Church should of themselves apply to be enrolled as such in the churchwardens' book. In ancient times Christians travelling abroad, or removing from the place of their baptism, to other parts were accustomed to carry with them what were called commendatory letters, that is, letters from their spiritual pastors, declaring their membership; and on presenting these, they were received as brethren in the Churches to which they came; and letters in some respects resembling these are occasionally brought out now to the Bishop and clergy, and bearers of these, on expressing a wish to that effect, might be registered at once in the General Registry of the Diocese. But it is much to be desired, that all who wish to be recognized as members of our church, whether they are communicants or not, should, as soon as they have settled in any parish or district, make themselves known to the curate or churchwardens, and request to have their names entered as members in the church wardens' book. And this should be done, not only by the heads of families (who would of course enrol with their own names, the names of their children) but by those who might be resident in any parish, though not permanently settled there, especially by young men and women, who might be separated, for the time, from the guardianship of parents or relations; for such have especial claims, not only on the kindly interest of those who are holding office in the Church, but on all who desire to forward the work of Christ If this were generally done, that is to say, if the names of all, old and young, who belong to our communion were duly registered in the parish in which they might be residing, by their own act or request, a way would be opened for that which is certainly much wanted in our church, viz: a more direct and personal intercourse between the minister and the several members of his flock. But besides this, those belonging to the church in a parish would be able
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  to realize more fully those words of scripture, "We being many, are one body in Christ and every one members one of another," and would think of each other, not only as of individuals who might be living together in the same locality, but as persons united together by no ordinary bonds and interests, and obliged by their membership "to have an especial care one for another." Such kindly feelings are supposed to be encouraged by various societies established among us which have for their highest objects some advantages pertaining to this world alone, how much more then might they be expected of those who have given in their names as brethren in Christ, and who, in the enjoyment of the same spiritual blessings so richly provided in his church, are desirous of walking by the same rule, and minding the same thing.

  PASTORAL PAROCHIAL DISTRICTS.

  In a new country of which a very large proportion is used only for pastoral purposes, there can be but few districts, which answer to the ordinary description of a parish. Rut a system of parochial division is found to be necessary whenever the Church endeavours to supply a scattered pastoral population with regular ministerial service. Districts formed for this purpose, and termed 'Parochial' to distinguish them from the regularly constituted parishes, have the same object in view as the ordinary parish, – the systematic administration of God's word through the ordinances of the Church. But the peculiar circumstances of the work in such districts require a peculiar routine of life in the clergyman, very different to that which the ordinary parish demands. In endeavouring to describe these peculiarities it will perhaps be best to take first the case of those districts whose parochial organization the least resembles that of a settled parish. These are the exclusively pastoral districts. In the process of colonization they must lose this exclusive character, and the introduction of agricultural or other interests which draw people together will have the effect of subdividing parochial districts into parishes. Still, there are in this diocese large tracts of country which will in all probability remain for many years in
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  pastoral occupation, such as the country between the Rakaia and Rangitata livers; a large proportion of that between the Rakaia and Waimakariri, and the Waimakariri and Hurunui; as well as the districts north and south of the town of Timaru. In speaking of these districts as likely to remain exclusively pastoral for a considerable time, it must be remembered that they extend far into the mountainous parts which lie directly bordering on the plains. As to the work involved in a district of this sort, the case of the country between the Rakaia and Waimakariri, in which a clergyman has been resident three years, will serve as an example. Its extent is about 800 square miles, which is taken up by sheep-farmers in blocks varying from 10,000 to 35,000 acres. They reside on their runs and employ a limited number of labourers. The actual number of houses in the district is about forty, besides a few huts occupied by single shepherds; the total resident population would not average more than 400: of this a large proportion consists of men working by contract – here one month and gone another, iho nature of their occupation necessarily places a wide interval between the houses of the sheep-farmers. There is at present no neighbourhood in the district sufficient to justify the erection of a Church no place in which it would be possible to maintain a Day School. Consequently, divine service is held in private houses, which are so situated as to give to adjoining settlers the opportunity of attendance. The present arrangement of Sunday services brings the clergyman round to all the principal houses once in five weeks: two and sometimes three services are held on the Sunday so as to include two or more neighbourhoods. As these Sunday services cannot be made to include many of the huts which lie in remote situations, two or three evenings during the week are devoted to visiting them for the purpose of divine service. The average attendance on Sundays at each service is about fourteen. What little can be done towards the education of the children is only possible during the occasional visit of the clergyman. He can scarcely ever see the same children oftener than once a fortnight; and, although he can then devote all his attention to two or three children, yet it is impossible to supply the want of regular school discipline. The education of their children is really in the hands
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  of their parents, who are for the most part too busily engaged to attend to them. It will he seen from this account that the clergyman, with the most central possible residence, must be away from home a considerable portion of each week. Suppose him to start from home on Saturday morning, visit stations on his way to the place appointed for Sunday service, perform the Sunday services, spend Monday and Tuesday amongst the neighbouring stations, and return on Wednesday morning. He will thus have to ride at least eighty miles a-week, and whilst away from home will be entirely dependent on the hospitality of the various settlers. These remarks apply especially to those districts which have no centres for the formation of villages and townships. It is nearly certain that several such districts will be in existence for some years to come.

  As regards the districts of another character partly pastoral, partly agricultural, as that between the Waimakariri and Ashley, there are even now some places in which a school and church could he established. A clergyman in charge of such a district might, be able to appoint lay readers to conduct the services in Church, whilst he was absent for occasional Sunday services amongst the neighbouring sheep-stations. It would be likely that such a parochial district would have two or three churches of small size in its various centres of population; there would also be opportunities for the establishment of lending libraries in a country of this sort, to meet the continual demand for books which is made by people who are almost without the amusements of social intercourse.

  It should be added that, though the clergyman in charge of a pastoral district enjoys few of the benefits which spring from the ordinary organization of parish schools and societies, yet. his visits to his parishioners are necessarily of such a sort as may lead to an intimate acquaintance with almost all within the limits of his district.
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  WE give the following late accounts of the Mission, as a continuation of the narrative contained in our last number. They are extracted from a letter lately received by the Diocesan Secretary from Mr. B. Dudley, of the Melanesian Mission staff. We learn that this gentleman was to be ordained on Sunday, December 22nd.

  In my last letter to you I told you of the safe arrival of the Bishop and his party at Mota, Bank's Islands. I will now try to give you a short account of what has been going on since.

  In consequence of the great rush to the Otago Gold Fields, two or three months ago, it was some time before we could find a suitable vessel to charter for the voyage to the islands to bring back Bishop Patteson and his party. At last, however, the Primate succeeded in engaging the "Sea Breeze," a fine new vessel of seventy tons, commanded and partly owned by James Tautari, a Maori of the Bay of Islands, who has for a long while been engaged in the trade between that place and Auckland. We delayed leaving New Zealand until the 24th of September, in hopes that the Cordelia which had been on a cruise to the Solomon Islands, and had called in upon Bishop Patteson on her way there, would bring us some tidings of him and his party. But she did not make her appearance, so we started. We arrived at Mota on the 7th of October, after a fine run of only twelve days: on going on shore we found the Bishop, Mr. Pritt, and Wadrokal and his wife; all were pretty well, but showed traces of having been recently ill. All had had more or less sharp attacks of fever, and Mr. Kerr had been so unwell that it had been thought advisable to send him back to New Zealand in the Cordelia. After a hard day's work with the boats, we got everything and everybody off to the vessel, and sailed across to the harbour, Port Patteson, in the evening. On the whole, the result of this last winter's stay among the islands has been very encouraging. Soon after their arrival some of the party set to work with the assistance of the Natives, to put up a large shed, some thirty-six feet long by twenty feet wide, open on one side, which was to serve as a school-house. Some of the lads from the neighbouring islands stayed with them during the greater part of the time, and other lads came to live with them from the other villages of the island, so that with the men and lads who came from the village itself in which they were living, there was a daily muster of from fifty to sixty at this central school. It was from this party that the most promising scholars were selected to bring to New Zealand. They had scarcely been on the island a month when the Cordelia arrived, and took Bishop Patteson away to the Solomon Islands, with the lads from thence; Captain Hume having kindly undertaken to return them to their homes, and to bring back any that the Bishop might select. Besides visiting the Southern Islands of the Solomon group, to which we had already paid many visits, the Cordelia went as far as St. Isabel, a large island to the north of Maleuta, some 120 miles in length. The Bishop obtained a great many words of the dialect spoken at the southern end of this island, and two
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  young men seemed half inclined to come away with them, but could not quite make up their minds. We must hope to visit the island again as soon as we have a vessel of our own. We have not a single person from any island of the Solomon group this year; some of the brightest of our old scholars from St. Christoval cams on board, and all was settled about their coming; indeed the Cordelia had actually left their island with them safely on board; but, unfortunately running short of water a few days after, she was obliged to put back there, and then the feeling of sea-sickness and the persuasions of their friends proved too strong for them and they left again. It was rather a disappointment to lose them in this way. Hamamu, one of them, had been one of our most hopeful scholars the year before, and had he been with us this year would himself, humanly speaking, have progressed very rapidly. However, we do not despair of getting them again another year. The Bishop had a bad attack of fever and ague while on board the Cordelia, and at the same time Mr. Pritt, Mr. Kerr and Wadrokal, were suffering in Mota in the same manner. During the first two months of their stay (July and August) the rain was incessant, and everything continually kept damp and moist: this most probably was the cause of their illness. All of them suffered very much also from pain and swellings in the ears and deafness; the Bishop especially.

  Utagilava, an old friend of whom I have told you before, is not with us this year. His conduct was not by any means so satisfactory this last winter as before. He was very irregular and careless in his attendance at school and prayers, and often seemed to have something on his mind which he would not speak about; at the last however he brightened up rather, and came on board the vessel when she arrived, apparently with the full intention of coming to New Zealand. When we got over to the harbour the old cloud came over him again, he sat for several hours apart on the vessel, apparently very unhappy and undecided, and then left us and did not again make his appearance. It was a great grief to us to lose him in such a manner, after all our hopes: perhaps it may please God that he may yet return. We have brought however in his place a young man from Port Patteson, who has behaved in such a manner as to make the Bishop very hopeful about him: Sarawia by name. He was one of the first two lads ever brought from Bank's Islands, and had once before been to New Zealand, but the year before last his behaviour seemed so unaccountable to us that we had almost ceased to hope that the teaching had made any impression on him; but, however, this last year he came to see the Bishop, and explained his whole conduct to him in a most satisfactory manner. Since then he has regularly assembled the lads of his village for school, and has of his own accord built a new house; the first one ever built with two stories at Vauna Lava. One of these stories he occupies himself with his wife: in the other he has school daily. He regularly took an oar in the boat during the voyage back, and the interest with which he entered into the whole work, and the pains which he took by signs and by scraps of the dialects, of which he knew a little, to induce lads to come with us were most gratifying to witness. These are the sort of arguments which he would use with them – "Very good, you, me, go New Zealand: you see

 Page 10
  MELANESIAN MISSION.



  ship there very good; no fight; Bishop here, very good; plenty moons me stop with him; suppose you like to go to New Zealand; seven, eight moons we come back here. What for you afraid? You see, me stop with them; they no fight me; they give me clothes, plenty food, hatchets, plenty good things. Come along."

  You will bo able to see from this upon what grounds lads are at the very first induced to come away with us. Of course it is not until we have brought away scholars for two or three successive years from a place, and have learnt somewhat of their language that we can at all explain clearly to them the real object of our taking them.

  We have with us altogether, now, thirty scholars – twenty-seven men and lads, and three women.

  Twenty of these are from the different islands of the Banks' group, and and are under the charge of Mr. Pritt and myself: the present plan being that Mr. Pritt and I spend our next winter there, while the Bishop and Mr. Kerr go to Mai, one of the New Hebrides, from which we have had many scholars. We have with us this year two lads from that island, and one from Tasiki, the nearest large island, who are under Mr. Kerr's charge: the Bishop taking almost the whole philological part, and the scripture instruction. Besides we have Wadrokal and Kupu, our two old Nengore teachers, – the former with his wife, the latter with his fiancee, to whom he will be married in the course of the summer; Kawombal and two Nengore men (friends of Wadrokal), make up the party. The other female is a young Mota girl (the first lady of her island who has ever visited New Zealand), the wife of a lad named Quaratu, one of our old scholars. She is in one of my classes, and certainly is exceedingly bright and anxious to learn, but much more like a boy than a girl at present.

  Our first Mota class is a very pleasant one; it now numbers seven; but will soon, I hope, be increased. We find it difficult to supply them fast enough with books at present: now that they have learnt to read with tolerable ease nothing escapes them; if only a piece of manuscript with a few Mota sentences written by some of us, is found lying about, it is seized on at once as a great treasure, and read through again and again until almost known by heart. They are now beginning to learn to read English, and to translate it into their own language.

  We have been here four weeks, and as yet have had no serious illness of any kind among them. The hooping cough is going about Auckland now, and we are keeping the boys closely shut up, as were that to get among them – with their weak lungs – the consequences might be fearful. The financial affairs of the Mission are, I believe on the whole, in a prosperous state: the liberal subscriptions from Canterbury and Otago have been of very great help this year. I believe no less than 2000l. was collected at Eton last St. Barnabas day for a new vessel. Miss Yonge has also given 900l. more for general missionary purposes, but the manner in which this will be expended is not yet decided on.

  We are likely henceforth to have a very efficient helper in Sir George Grey, he takes the greatest interest in this work, especially in the philological part of it.
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  ENGLISH Churchmen certainly leave behind them a great many advantages when they come to reside in a colony. The venerable cathedral, the old parish church with which so many hallowed memories are associated, the parochial system established for so many centuries, and with countless arms spreading blessings over the whole land and into every corner of it, the numerous and rich endowments for supplying the ministrations of religion, for education, for the relief of the sick, aged, and poor, all these and many other advantages are not to be replaced in a life-time. But these losses are not altogether without compensation. We come from a land where everything, or nearly everything, connected with Church privileges, was done for us, but it is a grave question whether this is the most healthy state for a Christian man to be placed in; to be thrown upon our own energies and our own resources puts our sincerity, our resolution, and our perseverance to a trial, which leads in some cases indeed and for a time to apathy and indifference, but on the whole it is a bracing and invigorating discipline. What is wanted is that we should look our position fairly in the face, and, not disdaining to be taught by Christians of other denominations who have been long accustomed to rely on their own energies, looking back above all to those early times when the whole Church of Christ was a struggling body, rich in faith though poor in wordly goods, unendowed but full of zeal, that we should rouse ourselves to appreciate and fulfil, with the help of God, the responsibilities which rest upon us.

  One result of that over-tender training under which most of us have grown up in our native land, is that our laymen have almost entirely lost sight of their true position in the Church, and have almost ceased to recognize that any duties belong to them as members of a spiritual body. When a man is admitted to Holy Orders, he is very commonly said to enter the Church, as if he were not in it from his baptism in common with all others who "by one Spirit have all been baptized into one Body;" and this is only one sign of that very general practical forgetfulness that we are all "the body of Christ, and members in particular," and that, as such, the duties and responsibilities of that membership rest upon us all in common. It must therefore be regarded as an unquestionable advantage, and as a means of individual improvement in the highest spiritual sense, if the altered position of our Church in the colonies tends to draw out this corporate life in fuller vigour by affording greater scope for the healthy activity of every individual member. We say a greater scope, for happily in
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  England the present century has seen much done through the introduction of Sunday schools, district visiting, Missionary and other societies, to revive a conscious spirit of church-membership, and a livelier zeal to serve Christ by fulfilling works of love "for His Body's sake, which is the Church." But in a colony the stern hut salutary lesson which has to be learnt is that everything which is required to be done must be done by ourselves. If we want a Minister and a Church in a new district, we must rely on our own efforts to build the one and support the other; we can look for very little help from other quarters, for every other district has its own work to do, and there are no wealthy central societies, to which we may appeal for aid; if fresh necessities arise, fresh efforts and greater sacrifices must he made, and the sooner we learn this lesson, the better it will he for us; we shall not only see the religious institutions of the old country gradually growing up around us, but we shall certainly set a far higher value on our privileges when we have worked hard and denied ourselves much to obtain them, than we did when we offered to God of that which cost us nothing. We must put the shoulder to the wheel, there is nothing else for it; hut then the labour is a blessed one and will bring its own reward.

  The co-operation of the laity has been introduced with the greatest possible advantage into the governing bodies of our colonial churches, the General and Diocesan Synods, but this co-operation must be carried further into every part of the work of the Church, until the dormant life is awakened in every part, and the whole body is instinct with new energy. There is work for the laymen in the unformed district, and work of a different kind in the formed parish. How is the Sunday spent in outlying districts, seldom or never visited by a clergyman? Or, to ask another question, what is the amount of knowledge possessed by the younger inhabitants of such districts on the great fundamental truths of our religion? Let those who can best answer these questions from their own knowledge consider whether they cannot themselves do much to remedy the evils they must needs deplore. Can they not take counsel together, and appoint one from among their number who, with the sanction and under the instruction of the Bishop, may conduct a service every Sunday at some central house or building, and who, with the help of others, may collect for religious instruction as many as possible of the children? Or, if many or even a few are unwilling to join in making the first move, cannot one earnest man be found who, counting the cost, whatever it may be, is determined to break through the apathy and coldness around him, and to make an effort even single handed to stem the current of ungodliness and vice? If he is consistent, he will soon gain at least the respect of his neighbours, and if he
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  perseveres, he will find that the good which he will effect, if not all that he could wish, will be far more than enough to reward his efforts. What good seed has been sown in this way by some, who may not live perhaps to see "the full corn in the ear," will only be known at that Great Day, when every hidden thing shall be laid bare before men and angels, and every man according to his works "shall have praise of God." By and bye the school chapel will rise, and a new stage of life will begin; the occasional visit of a clergyman, or of the Bishop, and the ministration of the Word and Sacraments, will increase the means of grace, but will not diminish the work of the earnest layman; he will not be satisfied till he has stirred up his neighbours to contribute for the maintenance of a resident minister, and for the erection of a more suitable building for the worship of God. But when in course of time the parish is duly formed, is the layman's work then at an end? Surely not. There are the Sunday school, the choir, the vestry, the school committee, each and all of them means of usefulness and of doing God service, which, according to his ability and fitness, he will thankfully welcome. Our space forbids us to do more than touch upon these points at present; we may perhaps treat of them separately in future numbers; we only wish to say at present what we imagine most serious-minded and reflecting persons will agree in, that these ought all to be regarded as sacred offices, and to be undertaken with reverence as holy ministrations in and for that spiritual body of which Christ is the head. It is much to be regretted, we think, in this point of view, that the General Synod in laying down the duties of churchwardens and vestries, appeared to confine them almost entirely to matters of accounts and such like, as though they were concerned only with the external framework of the visible Church, though even these necessary offices, if performed with a devoted and humble spirit as unto God and not unto man, will doubtless reap an exceeding rich reward; but if for instance they had only been charged in addition with the duty of bringing under the notice of the Curate cases of sickness or destitution occurring in their several neighbourhoods, they would have been taught more fully to recognize their position and duties as members of that body, of which one principal characteristic is that "whether one member suffer, all the members suffer with it; or one member be honoured, all the members rejoice with it," and "that the members should have the same care one for another." But this is a defect which may be remedied, if it be thought fit, in the approaching session of the General Synod.
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  It was stated in our last number that an effort was being made to raise funds for the establishment of a boarding school at Kaiapoi; and that it was thought desirable, if possible, to secure the services of a competent Native Teacher from Auckland to assist in the school and in the visitation of the natives of the Diocese. We are glad to be able to announce that it is probable that both these objects will be attained.

  It will be well to state in the first place that the services of a most suitable native teacher have been secured. He is a person who has been for nine years under instruction with Archdeacon Maunsell, and two years with Archdeacon Kissling at St. Stephens, Auckland. Both he and his wife are considered as specially adapted for the post which they will hold at Kaiapoi. It is hoped that there will be no difficulty in raising a stipend for the support of these valuable assistants to the School and Mission generally. At present the amount raised by collection in the diocese is not sufficient even for the payment of the small stipend of the Missionary, and, in consequence of this short-coming, one-third of that stipend during the last year was supplied by one person. We feel however assured that during the next year vigorous exertions will be made to increase the contributions, and that there will be abundant funds to carry on this charitable work amongst us. In the meantime a guarantee has been made that the stipend for the Native Teacher should be forthcoming.

  Before we proceed to state further what has been the success of the efforts made to raise funds for the establishment of the boarding school at Kaiapoi, it will be desirable to give a few explanations with respect to the school in addition to those which have been already given. The numbers and ignorance of the native children – the need there is to separate them, if possible, for a time from the temptations of a Maori village – have been already mentioned as showing the necessity of a boarding school. Another most useful object is that it will serve as a training school for Native Teachers for all parts of the province. With respect to the teaching, it is proposed, besides religious instruction, to teach through the medium of the English language – arithmetic, geography, history, reading, &c. The spare time will be engaged in industrial operations. The School is intended to be a mixed one, both sexes being admitted; none (except a few married couples) to exceed twelve years on admission.

  The expenses at first will be large – school buildings, accommodation for twenty or thirty pupils, and a house for the Native Teacher, are immediately required. Furniture for the diningroom and dormitories will be required; also farming implements, such as a plough, spades, cart, &c. These objects cannot be carried out at a less expense than about £500.
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  We are happy to be able to state that so far the efforts to raise the necessary funds have been successful.

  The Natives themselves have already subscribed about £35; and further subscriptions have been received or promised to the amount of £35 more. In October last, the Bishop made an application to the Governor, Sir George Grey, for assistance, and by the last mail the following gratifying letter was received in answer to that application.

  Native Secretary's Office, 

 Auckland, December 7th, 1861.

  MY LORD, – I am desired to inform your lordship that the letter addressed by you to Governor Sir George Grey on the 23rd of October, on the subject of a grant for the Maori School in addition to the sum of 200l. granted in 1860, has been under the consideration of his Excellency's Government; and that they have felt much pleasure in advising his Excellency to place a further sum of 200l. at your lordship's disposal for the purposes mentioned in your letter.

  Instruction will be sent accordingly to the sub-treasurer, and I am to convey to you the thanks of his Excellency and of the Government, for the service you have rendered towards the establishment of this school, and to say how glad they will be to hear that the efforts your lordship is now making for placing it on an efficient footing have been successful.

  I have the honor to be, my Lord, your Lordship's obedient servant,

  THOS. H. SMITH, 

 Acting Native Secretary. 

 His Lordship 

 The Bishop of Christchurch.



 

  Besides the application to the Governor, an application was also made by the Standing Commission of the Diocese to the Provincial Council of Canterbury for assistance. The matter was referred by the Council to the School Committee on Education, and the Committee, after taking evidence on the subject, recommended in their report "That the Maori Schools should be left to be treated by the board (proposed by the Committee) on exactly the same terms as any other school within the province." The Education Bill has been withdrawn, but we trust that the claims of the Maoris thus recognized will not be forgotton, and that the desired assistance will be given. The Standing Commission will then he enabled to establish the school on an efficient footing, which we trust will be both a temporal and spiritual blessing to our Maori brethren.

 

  ORPHAN ASYLUM.

  OUR present number contains an intimation that the Standing Commission are promoting the establishment of an Orphan Asylum. Space will scarcely permit us to give in full detail all the reasons which have induced the Commission to undertake this work; but members of the Church will be interested in knowing that the idea was first suggested by Mr. Alabaster. During the long illness which unfortunately has secluded him from more
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  active duty he has elaborated a plan for mitigating the saddest form of destitution which colonial life presents – that, namely, of orphans whose nearest domestic ties have been broken by death, while generally speaking, they are cut off from the aid of more distant relatives by emigration.

  The result of long and careful deliberation bestowed on the whole subject by the Commission was the resolution, of which public notification is now given, to provide for such cases of orphanage as from time to time may occur at present, these are just numerous enough to convince all who know the history of progress in this settlement that before very long their number and urgency will be greatly increased. Beginning on the most moderate scale, the Commission, propose to provide, according to the means with which they may be entrusted, for all such cases of orphanage as may occur within the Diocese of Christchurch; and, it need hardly be said without regard to sect or "denomination." One member of the Church has already given rent free accommodation for six months, so that there need be no delay in commencing the work. Should the Commission at the end of that time be enabled to continue, or, possibly, required to extend their operations, it will then be necessary either to lease suitable buildings, or to erect them on some site obtained with a view to a permanent establishment.

  ENDOWMENTS OF THE CHURCH.

  STRANGE as it may seem, the task of those who undertake a subsistence for the clergy has been rendered more difficult by the reputed wealth of the Church. This is a consequence, and by no means an advantageous one, of the scheme originated by the Canterbury Association for the establishment of a branch of the Church of England in this settlement. Because liberal provision for ecclesiastical endowments was made by the Association, and because they were able to carry on their operations for a few years, it is argued that the estate acquired for Church purposes must be so valuable as to render the need of private contribution not very pressing.

  We cannot suppose there are many churchmen who cling to this view from a desire to escape their own share of the burden. But there are some who allow such a notion to rest vaguely on their minds, because they are too indolent to seek for correct information on the subject. Subjoined to this article is a short statement of the receipts and expenditure which will be unavoidable, if faith is to be kept in the engagements made with the clergy during the current year. It there appears that the gross sum required for the maintenance of the clergy is about£3000, of this£800 is
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  derived from the Church Property Trust. So that of the gross sum required for clerical stipends, only one fourth is derived from the fixed endowments of the Church. It should be also remarked that the expenditure of the present year exceeds that of last by £300, the income of the Church Property Trust remaining the same.

  Looking back on the last eleven years, and looking at the impetus now being communicated to the process of colonization in this island,, is there any prospect before us but that of rapid increase in the number of clergy required and of the amount to be raised for their subsistence? If the Church of England is to occupy the field at all it will be by sending out a number of clergy towards whose maintenance the highest rental obtainable from the Trust estates will be an inconsiderable fraction. It is well that this should be realized both by clergy and laity. For it is impossible not to see that our fixed endowments are so small, and our present and prospective liabilities so heavy, that we must consider ourselves as virtually living under the voluntary system. What can we do more than express an earnest hope that the clergy may be willingly paid for their works' sake; and that the laity esteeming them very highly in love on the same account will do their utmost to avert a dearth of spiritual ministration from which in the end they and their children will be the chief sufferers.

  (NOTE. – The sum required for the minimum payment of the present staff of Parochial Clergy (thirteen in number) for the year ending March 31st, 1862 amounts to 3000l.; of this sum 1780l. has been guaranteed by the various parishes, 800l. is expected to be received from the Church Property Trust, 420l. is required to be raised by offertories, surplice fees &c. We may state that for the first three quarters of 1861 the sum of 250l. has been raised by offertories, surplice fees, viz., by offertories, 220l., surplice fees 30l. This sum falls short of what is required by 65l., and unless increased exertions are made, the deficiency will be serious at the close of the current year. The small incomes of the clergy will be materially diminished during the first quarter of 1862. We may also state that there are considerable arrears in the local contributions of some parishes, so that in several instances the stipends of the clergy have not yet been paid up to the end of the quarter ending Sept. 30th, 1861. We call attention to these facts, trusting that the knowledge of them will help to remedy the evil.)

 

  Church Intelligence.

  THE MEETING OF THE GENERAL SYNOD.

  The General Synod will meet at Nelson on Wednesday, the 5th day of February, 1862. The following are the names of the clerical and lay representatives of the Diocese of Christchurch: – The Venerable the Archdeacon of Akaroa; the Reverends J. Wilson, M.A., J. Raven, M.A., and J. A. Fenton, M.A.; and Messrs. J. W. Hamilton (since resigned), F. Banks, (since resigned), T. W. Maude, J. E. FitzGerald, J. Carr Young, and Henry Clapcott.
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  OXFORD AND MOUNT GREY DISTRICT.

  The Reverend G. Cholmondeley lots been appointed to the ministerial charge of this district, the rule of the Synod having been complied with, that in such instances a guarantee for local contributions of not less than 200l. should be given. The Reverend C. Oldham will succeed Mr. Cholmondeley as assistant Curate of Christchurch.

  TRINITY CHURCH, LYTTELTON.

  The foundation stone of this Church was laid by the Lord Bishop of Christchurch, on the 20th of June, 1859. The building was consecrated and opened for Divine Service on the 10th of April, 1860. It is principally owing to the liberal subscriptions received from the inhabitants of Lyttelton, assisted by a Government Grant, that this Church, which is capable of holding a congregation of four hundred persons, has been erected. The following is a statement of the amounts received up to the present date, and of the total cost of the building.

 
 
 	 


 	  £ s. d.


 	  £ s. d.




 
 	  Subscriptions, &c., received to date


 	  1422 11 3


 	 


 
 	  Donation from Sir Walter James


 	  331 0 0


 	 




 
 	  Do. from the Society for Promoting, Christian Knowledge


 	  25 0 0


 	 




 
 	  Do. from the Diocesan Fund


 	  25 0 0


 	 




 
 	  Government grant


 	  800 0 0


 	 




 
 	  Sums borrowed (to be returned)


 	  550 0 0


 	  3153 11 3




 
 	  Total cost of the building


 	  3144 18 7


 	 




 
 	  Cash in the Union Bank


 	  8 12 8


 	 




 
 	 


 	 


 	  3153 11 3






  COLLECTIONS BY SUNDAY SCHOOL CHILDREN.

  We are glad to learn that an attempt has been made with marked success to interest the children of the Lyttelton Church Sunday Schools in the Melanesian Mission, by encouraging them to subscribe and collect for the "Southern Cross Yacht Fund." Out of about 60l. collected in Lyttelton for this Fund, 20l. was the result of the exertions of the children with collecting cards, and of their own weekly contributions through their teachers. It is intended next year (D. V.) to take up the Kaiapoi Maori Mission in the same way. We give publicity to these facts in the hope that other schools may be stirred up to similar efforts.

  GENERAL CHURCH COLLECTIONS IN THE SEVERAL CHURCHES THROUGHOUT THE DIOCESE.

  For Melanesian Mission – on the Epiphany, or first Sunday after the Epiphany.

  Maori Mission – on Whitsunday, and on the last Sunday in October.

  Clergy Maintenance Fund – on the first Sunday in every month.

  On faster Day the Church collections are to be regarded as an Easter offering, and handed over to the Curate at the time of collection without being accounted for to the Diocesan Treasurer.

  MISSION VESSEL FOR MELANESIA.

  In answer to Bishop Patteson's appeal for aid, a considerable amount has already been raised in this diocese towards the purchase of a mission vessel for Melanesia. About 60l. has been collected in Lyttelton, 35l. in Christchurch and its neighbourhood, and 14l. in Riccarton and Upper Heathcote. It is expected that there will be a considerable addition to the amount already received. A sum of 72l. was forwarded to Auckland some months ago, and the Diocesan Secretary has received the following acknowledgment from the Primate, dated November 1st. "In the absence of Bishop Patteson, I wish to acknowledge most gratefully the sum of 72l.
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  received from the Diocese of Christchurch, for the purchase of a new Mission vessel. Our kind friends will be glad to hear that the subscription is advancing rapidly in England, and that we have now felt ourselves justified in sending positive instructions for building a schooner of 100 tons register, or about 150 builder's measurement: the Southern Cross having been found rather too small for the purpose of conveying the wives and families of married Missionaries or Teachers. You will oblige me by communicating my thanks to all friends and contributors to the Mission Fund."

  HOME MAORI MISSION.

  The attention of the clergy and churchwardens is called to the following resolution of Synod – "That it is desirable that lists for donations and subscriptions be opened in the different parishes, and that the Curates and Churchwardens be requested to use means for carrying out this resolution."

  The expenses of the Mission and School during 1862, cannot be less than 2501. or 300l., besides the preliminary expenses necessary for the establishment of the Industrial Schools. If funds be further provided, the usefulness of the Mission may be considerably extended.

  CHRISTIAN KNOWLEDGE SOCIETY.

  Steps have been lately taken by the Standing Commission for making the advantages of the Society available in this Diocese. The sum due to the Society has been remitted to England with a large order of books, &c. It is proposed on their arrival to form depots at Christchurch, Lyttelton, Rangiora, and other places, where arrangements can be made for so doing.

  By the rules of the Society all who subscribe annually 1l. 1s. are members of the society, and their subscriptions may be applied to carrying on the operations of the society in the Diocese to which they belong.

  A sub-committee of the Standing Commission has been appointed to make all necessary arrangements in connection with the society – consisting of the Bishop, Messrs. F. Banks, F. Thompson, and the Diocesan Secretary. Persons wishing to become subscribers are requested to send in their names to the Diocesan Secretary.

  HEAD OF AKAROA HARBOUR.

  The Chapel School at this place has lately been fitted-up with desks and forms for the use of the congregation and school children. A schoolmaster's house has also been erected close to the Chapel school, in which Mr. Vanstone (the newly-appointed master) resides. The buildings have been erected and the necessary fittings for the Chapel provided by means of the contributions of the inhabitants and donations from friends on the Plains.

  NATIVES IN THE BISHOP OF WAIAPU'S DIOCESE.

  The Ngatiporau appear to be some of the most advanced natives in New Zealand. They have collected no less than 550l. towards a Bishopric Fund. In six different settlements they have neat wooden churches which cost from 300l. to 400l. each; and in many places they have collected sufficient to form an endowment for a native deacon. They grow wheat, potatoes, and kumeras, for their ministers – enough to keep them supplied with food all the year round. They grow these in fields set apart, which they call "the minister's fields." All take part in the cultivation. They set apart also certain cultivations for the schools. We are indebted to a letter from the Reverend C. Volkner, addressed to the Reverend J. Stack, for the above interesting information.

  NATIVE SCHOOL, KAIAPOI, AND ORPHAN ASYLUM, CHRISTCHURCH.

  We are happy to be able to state that the Provincial Council has voted the sum of£250 in aid of the establishment of the Native Industrial School at Kaiapoi, and also the sum of £250 in aid of the establishment of the "Christchurch Orphan Asylum," so that the Standing Commission will proceed at once to establish these institutions.
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  * Divine Service read by Lay Headers. Baptism and Holy Communion administered by the Bishop and the Curate of Dunedin. 

 * For occasional services see Note on Churches and Church Services in first number.
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  GENERAL SYNOD.

  ON Wednesday, February 12th, the members of the General Synod who had arrived at Nelson attended divine service at the Parish Church, and, after Morning Prayer and the Holy Communion met in the Provincial Hall, when proceedings were opened by an address from the Bishop of New Zealand as President.

  All the Bishops (including the Bishop of the Islands of the South Pacific) were present, and a large proportion of the clergy; but it being ascertained that there was not a sufficient number of lay members present to complete the quorum required under the statute for organizing the General Synod, it was determined to proceed by conference, and to lay before the Synod when duly constituted the result of such preliminary deliberations. Accordingly Committees were appointed to consider and report upon different subjects of importance, and these continued their labors until Thursday, February 20th, when the absent lay members having arrived, the Synod was formally constituted, and such portion of the business as had been fully prepared, and which seemed to require immediate legislation, was brought under its consideration.

  The following are some of the more important measures which were finally adopted by the Synod.

  "Firstly, the union of Bishop Patteson and the missionary bishopric of Melanesia on equal terms with the Synodical system of New Zealand in accordance with the recommendations of the committee appointed on this subject, and the appointment of trustees by the General Synod for the management of the endowment funds of that bishopric. This measure connects the church of New Zealand with the most important mission in the Pacific, and gives it essentially the character of a Missionary Church,
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  and it was referred to the Standing Commission to prepare a draft statute based on the resolutions adopted by the Synod on this subject for the consideration of the next Synod."

  "Secondly, a Board of Trust was appointed for the Diocese of Christchurch. This measure was intended to meet in part the wishes of the Christchurch Synod with reference to the church property belonging to that Diocese."



  A petition 2 had been presented from the diocese of Christchurch, praying that the right which they claimed to act independently with respect to all temporalities within the Diocese should he expressly recognised by the General Synod, and that they should be put in a position to have the benefit of the
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  religious, charitable, and educational Trusts Act, of 1856, for the formation of such Diocesan Trusts of various kinds as might from time to time be found necessary.

  A Committee of the General Synod on the constitution deed, appointed by ballot, took this petition into consideration, and decided in the first place, that it was not consistent to entertain its claim on the ground of an understanding existing at the date of conference (unless that understanding had been expressed in some written document), since whatever impressions might have been made on the minds of some members of the Conference during its deliberations, the same had not been made on the minds of those who also had been present at these deliberations. The committee therefore felt itself obliged to limit its consideration to the records of conference, and the constitution deed; and while it agreed that conference had expressed an opinion that individual Trustees holding property, which, for any reason, could not be surrendered to the General Synod, should not therefore be debarred from giving their assent to the Church Constitution, – or from taking part in the administration of its affairs, and also that this opinion was founded upon, and supported by clause 32 of the Constitution Deed, it came to the conclusion that the right claimed by the petition could not be admitted in the case of a body, like a Diocesan Synod, which had associated itself with the General Synod, and which had been organized by it under the provisions of the Church Constitution Deed, according to which property was made the legal basis of operation, and the control over it vested in the General Synod. And further, the Committee came to the conclusion that the General Synod could not, consistently with the objects aimed at in the Constitution Deed, give to such body extra independence in the administration of the property which might be vested in it; those objects being to ensure, as far as might be possible, by the hold which the General Synod would have over Church property, uniformity of action on questions of principle, the correction of abuses which, as experience shews, are apt to grow up from time to time in compact bodies exempt from the control of any external authority, and the establishment of a court of appeal in all cases of dispute, with power through property of enforcing its decisions.

  While however the Committee came to the conclusion that the
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  controlling power for these purposes is lodged with the General Synod, they admitted fully that it is its design and endeavor to give to all bodies constituted by itself the most extensive powers of self-government which are not wholly incompatible with its authority.

  In accordance with these conclusions the General Synod resolved on establishing in the diocese of Christchurch, a Board of Trusts consisting of three persons selected by itself, to which it is proposed that there should be added two nominated by the Synod of Christchurch, and, as the Diocese of Christchurch comprises within it the provinces of Otago and Southland, as well as that of Canterbury, two nominated by the Rural Deanery Board of Otago, but resident at or near Christchurch. This board of Trusts is empowered by statute to accept property for or on behalf of the General Synod – to assent, if it should think fit, to any special covenant or declaration of trust which may be imposed by any founder, donor, testator, or other benefactor, – and further to represent the General Synod for the purpose of the religious, charitable, and educational Trusts Acts, 1850. It was thought that through this board, composed, as it will be, of seven persons living in the province of Canterbury, and of whom four must almost necessarily be members of the Diocesan Synod, the requirements of the Synod would be in a measure satisfied, and at the same time its connection with, and dependence on the General Synod be maintained in things temporal as well as things spiritual.

  The report of the proceedings of the Synod will shortly be published, when we shall deem it our duty to direct the attention of our readers to those points which may seem to require some explanation. At present we will only add that the constitution deed was carefully considered by a Committee appointed for that purpose, who suggested some alterations in the provisions not fundamental; but these alterations were not adopted, since it was thought that changes in the provisions of such an important document as that of the Church Constitution ought not to be admitted without the fullest consideration. It was resolved therefore that the proposed alterations should be circulated in the report throughout the several dioceses, and be adopted or otherwise at the next meeting of the General Synod. The statute for organizing the General Synod was altered in many essential particulars, especially in equalising the representation,
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  which is now fixed to three clerical and four lay representatives from each diocese. The statute for the formation of parishes has been altered so as to leave it to each Diocesan Synod to define the duties of churchwardens and vestrymen, and to regulate other details as local circumstances may require.

  On the whole, we believe the results of this session will be found valuable and important, chiefly because the Synod has wisely refrained from more legislation than circumstances rendered indispensable, while a body of useful information will be found contained in the reports of the several Committees which may in several particulars serve as the basis for future legislation.

 

  TRADITIONS OF THE MIDDLE ISLAND.

  THE following traditions of the island in which we live was obtained from an old chief at Kaiapoi. In his youth this man had been put under the charge of a Tohunga, or priest, in in accordance with the ancient Maori custom: of placing cleverest boys of the principal families under the instruction of a tohunga, who made them commit to memory the historical traditions of their people, their poetry, and romance, and the mysterious rules of their priest-craft.

  Such was the source from which the following curious traditions were derived: – 

  The Waitaha were the first dwellers in the island. It is now five hundred years since they came from Ahuriri, where they had landed on their arrival from Hawaiki (one of the Polynesian group). Being separated by a wide breadth of sea from their countrymen on the other island, they were undisturbed by the wars that continually raged amongst them; and so were enabled to devote their time to hunting, fishing, and the cultivation of the soil. Their numbers rapidly multiplied, till, according to tradition, they covered the face of the country like ants.

  The Waitaha did not continue in undisturbed possession of the hills and plains of Te-wai-ponamu. 3 Another Ahuriri tribe, called
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  the Ngatimamoe, arrived after a time to dispute this right to its rich hunting and fishing grounds. Unused to war, the old inhabitants were easily subdued, and all who were spared reduced to slavery. The Ngatimamoe did not, however, long enjoy their triumph: another and more powerful tribe soon appeared on the scene, to whom they in turn were compelled to submit.

  The Ngaitahu, the ancestors of the Maoris now residing between Cape Campbell and Stuart's Island, crossed the straits about or two hundred years ago, and spread themselves along the shores of Queen Charlotte's Sound. The Ngatimamoe, instead of resisting the invasion, endeavoured by every means to avert war. They gave a portion of the country to the Ngaitahu, and supplied them for a time with food. For several years these tribes, cemented by the intermarriages of their members, lived peaceably together. But at length the Ngaitahu, becoming dissatisfied with the locality assigned to them, removed to Wairau; leaving behind two of their chiefs who had married Ngatimamoe women. The two cousins dwelt on opposite sides of the Sound. Apoka with his wives and a few slaves; Tuteuretira in a pa with 300 Ngatimamoes who had chosen him for their leader.

  Apoka's ground was too poor to cultivate, and game rarely frequented the woods in his neighbourhood. He was forced to depend for subsistence on fern root. He bore his privations cheerfully, till his suspicions were aroused that his wives partook of better fare than they chose to set before him. He daily noticed that their breath gave evidence of their having eaten some savoury food. He remarked that, although they paid frequent visits to their relatives who resided at a place celebrated for the variety and plenty of its supplies, they never brought anything to vary the sameness of his diet. He was convinced those visits were made to replenish secret stores, kept from him by his wives at the suggestions of their people, who perhaps thought that, if he once tasted the good things of Waipapa, he might advise his tribe to take possession of it by force. His wives indignantly denied that they ate anything better than the food given to their lord:
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  convinced however that they deceived him, and brooding over his wrong, he resolved to seek his cousin's advice. Crossing the Sound he landed near the settlement where he found Tuteuretira in the midst of a large kumera plantation urging on the labours of a hundred men. His cousin asked whether he should cause the men to desist from their work and adjourn to the pa, to listen to whatever he had to say. "No" replied Apoka "my business is with you alone – let the men continue their work." The two then visited the Tuahu, 4 where they performed certain rites, and then retired to the verandah of the chief's house, where one of his wives had arranged some food for the refreshment of the guest. Tuteuretira blessed the food, and then invited his cousin to partake of it, begging him to refresh himself and then tell him his business before the people returned from the field to prepare a feast to his honor. Apoka bent his head a long time in silence, and then said "I am stupid, I am amazed at the variety of food then pointing to each basket before him in succession, he inquired the contents. He then resumed his silence, and fixing his eyes on the ground, remained in that position for some hours. He was aroused from his reverie by the arrival of the tribe, bringing the feast they had prepared, which they set down in little piles before him. He gave but one answer to all their pressing invitations to eat, "I am overcome, I am astonished, I cannot eat." "But how is it," inquired his cousin, quite puzzled at his strange conduct, "that you, who married Ngatimamoe women, should express such astonishment at the every day fare of that people – surely you enjoy the same advantages as myself by your connection with them." In reply Apoka told him his suspicions respecting his wives, which had been confirmed by what he had seen during his visit. Tuteuretira advised him to refer the matter to the elders of the tribe at Wairau, who would be only too glad

 Page 8
  TRADITIONS OF THE MIDDLE ISLAND.



  to take up his quarrel, that they might dispossess the Ngatimamoe of Waipapa.

  Apoka, satisfied with the advice, rose and returned fasting to his home, where his wives brought him the usual meal, of which he partook and then retired to rest. To lull any suspicion that might arise respecting the object of his visit to Wairau, he set off for Waipapa early the next morning accompanied by a slave bearing his fishing tackle. The canoes were already launched when he arrived, and all the men were about starting on a fishing expedition. On seeing him, however, the chief gave immediate orders that the canoes should be drawn up, and that everyone should return to the pa out of respect to his son-in-law. But when Apoka told him that his only object in coming was to accompany them, and that he should be disappointed unless they went, the canoes were manned, and they all started for the fishing ground: only two fish were caught, and those by Apoka. The whole party were much annoyed at their want of success, and looked upon it as an ill omen. On landing, his friends begged Apoka to remain and partake of their hospitality, but he refused to stay, and returned with the fish, which he hung up as an offering to his demon in the tuahu. He then ordered his wives to prepare a quantity of fern root, for he intended to take a long journey. As soon as his arrangements were completed, he took one of the fish, and, having fastened it to a pole, bore it on his shoulder to Wairau. His tribe no sooner saw him than they interpreted the symbol to betoken a disturbed mind, and immediately guessed his errand. They gave him a hearty welcome, and crowded eagerly round to hear the story of his wrongs. As he detailed the various circumstances their indignation rose higher and higher, and when he proposed to lead them against the Ngatimamoe, young and old shouted with delight. It was agreed that the close relationship existing between himself and his wives shielded them from punishment, and that the insult they had offered must be wiped out by the blood of their tribe. Fearing to go near Tuteuretira lest the enemy should be warned, they took a very circuitous route, and
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  came upon the doomed pa at dawn. Apoka, knowing it was the custom of the place to go early every day to fish, placed his men in ambush round the pa, directing Uhikore, a warrior famed for his bravery, to lie in wait under the principal chief's canoe. His arrangements were scarcely completed before Paua himself appeared; he was a very tall man, and so powerful that unaided he could launch a war canoe. He placed his shoulder against the bow of his canoe to push it as usual into the water, when Uhikore rose, and felled him to the ground with a club. The cry that Paua was killed struck terror into the hearts of the Ngatimamoe, and ere they could recover themselves the place was stormed and taken. A few only escaped; the rest were either eaten or reduced to slavery.

  Apoka, whose hatred seemed implacable, resolved to destroy that portion of the Ngatimamoe over whom Tuteuretira ruled. He sent Uhikore clothed in the spoils of Paua to inform him of his design. As he approached, the garments he wore were recognised by Paua's relations, who bewailed his sad fate with loud lamentations. Deserted by Tuteuretira-who returned with Uhikore to the camp of his victorious countrymen – and dreading an attack, the Ngatimamoe abandoned their settlement, and fled some distance down the coast towards the Kaikoura, where they remained a long time undisturbed. After selecting a strong position on which they erected a fortified pa, and being joined by other portions of the tribe, they were emboldened to attack a party of the Ngaitahu when out fishing. They succeeded in capturing all the canoes but one, that of Kaue, which escaped with the loss of most of the crew. This led to a renewal of hostilities between the Ngaitahu and Ngatimamoe. A battle ensued, in which the latter were defeated, and retired within their fortifications. The Ngaitahu then laid siege to the place; for months and tried in vain to effect an entrance. A council of chiefs was held, at which one young man proposed to draw the enemy out by strategem. His plan was approved of, and he proceeded to carry it out the following morning. Putting on two feather mats, and armed with a mere, or club, he went
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  down before dawn to the beach, and entering the surf, threw himself down, and allowed the waves to carry him backwards and forwards, occasionally raising his arm that it might appear like a fin. The sentinels soon took notice of the dark object in the water which they concluded must be either a seal or young whale. The cry of "He ika moana! he ika moana!" brought the whole pa to their doors. A general rush followed to secure the prize. The stockade was so close to the beach that the people did not hesitate to open the gate, the foremost man plunged into the surf, but ere he discovered his error, the supposed fish rose and struck him dead. An alarm was immediately given; the crowd fell back within the pa, and the scheme failed. Weakened and wearied by the war the two tribes laid down their arms and made peace.

  At this stage of our history we take leave of our readers till next quarter, when we hope to resume the subject.

 

  CHRISTCHURCH ORPHAN ASYLUM.

  SINCE the issue of our last number, the Orphan Asylum, of which the prospectus was then published, has taken its place among the channels of public charity in this part of New Zealand; and we cannot but express our earnest hope, that it may be able to do its work, and to that end, may be liberally furnished with means contributed by all classes of the community. The institution has been opened in the temporary accommodation provided for the first six months of its existence. A matron has been appointed, who with due assistance and supervision, and with five children (half orphans) in charge, is working out the first necessary arrangements of the establishment.

  Here we must observe a peculiarity in the present stage of the undertaking: viz. that its promoters have found themselves unable to answer satisfactorily the many questions which have been asked, as to the rules by which it is to be governed. The reason of this will be easily understood by those who are aware of the numerous suggestions offered from various quarters, as to the purposes which the asylum may be made to serve, as
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  well as the regulations under which it is to be conducted. Many of these suggestions commended themselves as desirable to the Trustees. Others will probably be found impracticable. But the task of selection, combination, and arrangement, is by no means easy; and until that is done, it is scarcely possible to give an exact account of the routine of the establishment or of its standing rules. With every desire to give the fullest information, the trustees for the present must content themselves with referring enquirers to the prospectus already published. It can only be stated, generally, at present, that the care of orphans deprived of both parents, is the main feature in the plan. Next to these, cases of half orphanage will have a claim for some amount of assistance. But each case must be dealt with on its own merits; and the trustees have no other principle in view than that the most urgent cases of destitution should have the strongest claim to relief. Other good objects may be attained in connection with the institution: as, for instance, it may possibly be made the means of extending in some measure the blessings of education to families residing at a distance from the centres of population, or if young orphan children (as has been suggested) were sent from England, they might with advantage be received for a time within its walls. But in the mean time the management of the asylum must be to a certain extent experimental. No doubt the public will desire to know from time to time what progress is made; and it will be no small satisfaction to the Standing Commission to feel that their charitable work is becoming so consolidated as to enable them to satisfy all enquirers as to its rules and management. For the present, they are not without hope of benefiting by the patience and forbearance of the public, while they are hearing all the suggestions which may be made, and collecting all the information that is within reach, respecting the rules and management of similar institutions in other places. One important consideration they would earnestly press on all who are interested in the good work: viz. that it cannot be carried on at all without a liberal supply of funds. In the first necessary expenses, the liberal and well timed grant of the Provincial Government has been a most valuable help. There are also indications already given, that a liberal response will be raised from the country generally, to the call for voluntary subscriptions and donations. At present, however, it must be
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  remembered the trustees are carrying on the work in faith, having but few data from which to estimate the probability of obtaining the very considerable income which will be needful for prosecuting it effectually. A short trial will probably settle this point; in the meantime, the trustees and managers must work on in hope and faith.

 

  THE NORFOLK ISLANDERS AND THE MELANESIAN MISSION.

  THE story of the Mutiny of the Bounty and of the descendants of the mutineers in Pitcairn's Island is a story which is no doubt familiar to most of our readers. It is also, we suppose, generally known that some years ago this interesting people, having outgrown their own little island in the East Pacific, were allowed to take possession of Norfolk Island in our own immediate neighbourhood. This beautiful spot had for some time been used as a prison for the worst class of convicts, and a number of buildings had been raised, and various public works had been carried out, which were left on the removal of the convict colony at the disposal of the Pitcairners. The following diary, kept by a gentleman who accompanied the Bishop of New Zealand to Norfolk Island in the year 1856 when the new colony was first established, gives an interesting account of the Island and of the state of things in those early days. It will be found also to point forward to the possibility that at some future time these islanders, so admirably suited on many accounts for the Missionary work, might lend their aid to the New Zealand Church in their Christian enterprise in Melanesia – a hope which we shall be able to shew seems not unlikely to be realized. We proceed now to give the diary of a visit to Norfolk Island in 1856: -

  Wednesday, May 21, 1856. – Saw the last of New Zealand on our way to Norfolk Island, and after a very rough passage we sighted Norfolk Island on Tuesday the 27th. With some difficulty we succeeded in landing Bishop Selwyn and Mr. Patteson at the Cascades: there was a very heavy swell, and the landing place only a rock, which every advancing wave dashed over: so we had to watch our time, and as the wave receded, back the boat in. After repeating this manoeuvre several times we succeeded in landing. We then found that the Pitcairners had not arrived, but were expected daily by the few convicts who had been left to receive them. So we returned to the vessel, which was standing off and on, and stood away
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  for Sydney, where we arrived after a very tempestuous voyage on Thursday, June 11th. Here we stayed till Tuesday, the 24th. Friday, July 5th, sighted Norfolk Island again. About 4 p.m. a whaleboat manned by Pitcairners came off to the schooner, and returned after an hour spent on board, with Mr. Patteson, leaving one man on board in his stead; they intended to bring Mr. Patteson off the next day, and take off the Bishop, Mrs. Selwyn, and myself.

  Next morning, Saturday, we stood in for the settlement, and the boat came off with Mr. Patteson, and returned again with the Bishop, Mr. Selwyn, and myself. Mr. Patteson remained on board the schooner, which was to stand off and on till Tuesday, when they were to call for us again. It was a lovely day, and as the surf was not very great, we had no difficulty in landing at the Stone Pier. We were met there by the Rev. H. Nobbs, A. Quintall, sen., (the oldest man amongst them), old Adams (son of the original Adams,) and several others; all of whom welcomed us very heartily, and took us first of all to see an old gun, copper cauldron, anvil &c., belonging to the Bounty, which they had fetched up by diving at Pitcairn Island. From the pier we walked up to Mr. Nobb's house, which was some way up the main street of the settlement. We then proceeded under the direction of old A. Quintall and F. Young, the present magistrates, to visit several more houses. The houses in the settlement are for the most part alike, single storied, built of stone, with verandahs all round them, each containing four large rooms in the dwelling house, and a paved court behind leading into the back houses, such as kitchen, convict servant's sleeping rooms, &c. all built of stone, and in good repair: the rooms are well papered and painted; and most of the houses covered with creepers, honeysuckles, and roses, with large gardens attached to every house. The houses were drawn lots for by the Pitcairners; – this is the general way among them of settling matters when any dispute is likely to arise – and as there were a great many houses to spare, only the best are inhabited; leaving about twenty houses unused, besides large barracks and gaols. There is a good road running through the island which branches off to the various outlying farms and stations. There are as many as three principal roads that traverse the chief parts of the island; of these the main road for upwards of two miles runs through a perfect avenue of pines.

  After we had visited several houses, we proceeded to the Government House, which had been put aside expressly for visitors. It is a large single storied stone house, with a suite of apartments high and large, and a verandah round three sides, and situated well, rather above the settlement in the midst of a few well grown pines. Here we left Mrs. Selwyn with two girls who had volunteered their services. The rest of our party then went down to inspect the barracks and church. These barracks are enormous stone buildings, surrounded by high walls, with four towers at each corner, loopholed for defence. The officers' quarters are within the walls. The barrack rooms are used as school rooms, and for public meetings and concerts. The gaols are dreadful looking places inside, cut up into
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  single cells, with black holes detached from the main buildings. I must also mention the old Post Office building, Engineer's office, slaughterhouses, two churches very large and ugly, one Roman Catholic and one Protestant. There are 1200 sheep on the island, and 400 head of magnificent cattle, a good and complete dairy of 25 cows, 14 working bullocks, carts, ploughs, and tools of every kind, also a water and a wind-mill for flour. The fences are in tolerably good repair, all made of old trees felled and piled one upon the other, a very strong and enduring sort of fence. In fact, there is the whole apparatus necessary for a regular farming establishment, if they knew how to manage it. As to the uncultivated parts of the island, it is covered with the most luxuriant grass. I forgot to mention that they possess about 300 wild pigs, and 12 horses. Now after this general inventory of effects, I will tell you something of my own adventures. We spent the rest of the day in hunting pigs, and on our return drew lots for our game, which was soon distributed. I then returned to the Governor's house, and at 8 p.m., 30 men and 30 women assembled in one of the large unfurnished rooms, and sang very nicely for an hour and a half; all the praise is due to Mr. Carleton who taught them to sing in parts whilst he was on the island. Next day, Sunday, after helping the Pitcairners to milk, a process which was quite new to them, I went to Church: the Bishop preached, and alluded to their departure from Pitcairn, told them of his intention to hold a confirmation some months hence, and touched upon missionary work, hoping some day that they would join in it. The whole population, excepting a few women and children, was at church, the women were all dressed in white, with no bonnets, but handkerchiefs on their heads. The singing was good. There were seventy communicants. At afternoon service the same congregation: the children and young men were catechized, and shewed that they throughly understoood what they had been taught; some evinced a great aptitude for learning.

  Monday. – Four old ladies, daughters of Adams, Young, and Quintal], came to give us the early history of Pitcairn. After this we took a walk round the island, and a most beautiful walk it was, through the most parklike scenery, and lovely vallies; we returned to a meeting held at the Governor's house, when the Bishop spoke strongly of his hope that some day they would engage in missionary work, and I really think that some of the young men of this people who have been so wonderfully preserved may be led to help the Bishop in his great work. After having proposed leaving Mrs. Selwyn on the island on account of her health, a proposition which was evidently hailed with delight, we ended the evening with singing.

  Next day, at an early service, the Bishop preached a farewell sermon, and we walked across to the Cascades to embark, as the surf was too great for the boat to approach the pier; we were accompanied by some forty men and women, and after affectionate leave takings, sailed off for Aneitrum, all of us sorry to leave this delightful island and its inhabitants the Pitcairners.



  The hope expressed in the foregoing diary seems as we have already said, not unlikely to be realized. Difficulties of various
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  kinds appear for a time to have checked the growth of a missionary spirit among the people. We learn, however, from the accounts which have been received of the last visit of Bishop Patteson and his missionary party to Norfolk Island, that a considerable change had taken place. And though we would not attribute too much importance to the strong feelings excited by the passing visit of Bishop Patteson amongst them, yet we may hope that the seed has been sown on honest and good hearts and will bring forth its fruit in due season, and that the people so singularly trained in the Providence of God in the distant East, may prove an unspeakable blesssing to the dark islands of Melanesia. The following extracts which have been kindly placed in our hands will, we are sure, be read with much interest.

  Nov. 20th, 1861. – "We had an exceedingly pleasant time of it at Norfolk Island. We got there just in time on the Saturday night for the boat to come off and take us ashore. The people were delighted to see us; they had begun almost to despair of our ever calling in upon them. That evening, at the Bishop's request, a great many of them assembled in one of the large rooms used formerly by the convicts, and we had singing for an hour or two. Most delightful it was; then the Bishop got up and thanked them in such a touching little speech, I am sure it went home to their hearts; speaking especially of the comfort of feeling ourselves again in the midst of Christian people, and hearing God's praises sung by the voices of all present, after living in the midst of heathens for so long; and then we parted with prayer. The Bishop and I slept at Mr. Nobb's house.

  The Bishop found that a strong reaction had taken place in their minds about the mission. Before Church on Sunday morning Charles Christian and Mr. Nobbs both spoke to him about their sons respectively being most anxious to assist in missionary work. After a long and very pleasant talk with Charles Christian, the Bishop determined to take away Gilbert, his son, with him, this time: indeed the father made him over altogether to Bishop Patteson. Edwin Nobbs he determined not to bring this time. Then came service and Holy Communion – the whole adult population of the island staying. He made a distinct appeal to them to help in this mission work, especially endeavouring to impress upon them that the best way to use a talent committed to us, whether it were wealth, children, or our own life, was to devote it to God's service, and the reward to be felt even in this life. Calling upon them to do as Hannah had done, to lend their children to the Lord, and they would feel the blessing of it, as Hannah did when she saw her son, the one man who clave to the Lord, the one upright High Priest among the children of Israel infinitely more than she would have done if she had kept him back from God's service. After the service, several more came to speak about their sons' coming; one old woman saying with tears in her eyes: "Do take my child, I do so want to be like
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  Hannah – I do so want to give my child to the Lord." Altogether, I do not think we ever paid such a happy visit to Norfolk Island, and the Bishop quite felt it so.



  We hope in future numbers to be able to give from time to time further accounts of these interesting people, and by the example of their simple minded devotedness, to stir up our own hearts to greater earnestness and zeal.

 

  OUR SCHOOLS – HOW TO USE THEM

  No. I. – An ADDRESS TO THE PARENTS OF CHILDREN ATTENDING DISTRICT SCHOOLS.

  COMMON or public district schools, in connection with the Church, are now established in all the most populous, and in some of the more thinly populated districts within the diocese. But with the establishment of a school, and even with the appointment of an efficient master or mistress, all is not done. It is yet quite possible that much of the benefit finally to be looked for from the establishment of a good school in a neighbourhood may fail to be realized, from the indifference, neglect, or mistakes of parents themselves. Those who have had experience in the matter can painfully testify how often educational advantages are, comparatively speaking, wasted, because many parents do not understand, or practically remember, their own duties and responsibilities in relation thereto. We are willing to believe that where this is the case, it as often proceeds from mere want of consideration, as from any other cause; and that the word of counsel only needs to be spoken, to be thankfully accepted, and sedulously acted upon. To utter that word of counsel shall be, therefore, our endeavour in the present and succeeding article.

  "We cannot think why our boy does not get on faster in his learning," is a remark not unfrequently heard by those who are confidingly entrusted by their neighbours with the knowledge of family difficulties and anxieties.

  The parish Clergyman being in many instances, as he should be, the family friend, is familiar with this and similar observations.

  It is a remark usually fraught with pain to his mind; sometimes because he is conscious of the inefficiency of the teacher, but in
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  other cases because he shrewdly suspects that the real cause lies in the injudiciousness of those who have made the observation.

  One fruitful cause of the state of things thus lamented, is the great lack of punctuality which sometimes characterizes a pupil's attendance at school. It must be a self-evident truth, that the frequent loss of half an hour or an hour of school time, involves the loss of much valuable instruction, and much that forms the key and introduction to subsequent lessons. Individual teaching is always a difficulty where there are many to be instructed; the teaching is teaching for the class, and proceeds in regular order, step by step, fact by fact, process by process, on the necessary supposition that the whole class is present. The unpunctual scholar must therefore be frequently at a loss to understand the latter part of a lesson, simply because he has not been present at the former. He has missed some of the previous steps, and until the teacher can spare time to repeat these instructions for his especial benefit, (a course not always in a school easy or practicable,) he will probably be under a serious disadvantage with regard to subsequent instructions. His case will be very much that of a man who despises the rudiments of a language, the elements of a science, or the first pages of a book, who begins everything in the middle, instead of from the beginning, and who as a necessary consequence, with a smattering of many things, understands nothing thoroughly.

  And this loss, which befalls the unpunctual, must in a still greater degree befall the irregular scholar. We admit that where regularity is impossible, an irregular attendance at school is better than none at all; and are aware that many unavoidable circumstances combine to make the "average attendance" at our schools very much lower than the "number on the books." But there is still much irregularity that might and could be avoided, were parents aware of the magnitude of the evil; especially when, as is sometimes the case, the absences of their children have almost to be reckoned by weeks rather than by days. What the loss of the first half hour of a lesson is to that lesson, the loss of days and weeks now and then is to a quarter's course of lessons. Essential steps and links are missed, and that which follows is more or less mysterious and difficult in consequence. Not only so: but the boy finds himself after such an absence so far behind his class mates, that he is deprived
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  of one powerful stimulus to attention and diligence: viz., emulation, the desire to shine in his class. While the hare was asleep even the tortoise passed it by. Boys on whom he before looked down, now look down on him; he becomes, in all probability, disheartened and listless, hopeless of gaining the ground he has lost, and scarcely caring, perhaps, whether he loses more, or not.

  We are afraid that the value of close, patient, unbroken study, is by many parents set too low, and that the idea largely prevails, that (say) three weeks schooling now, and three weeks then, ought to produce much the same actual progress as six consecutive weeks of instruction. No greater mistake could be made, at least in relation to the work of a school, where the machinery may not stop, but moves steadily onward, let who will lag behind. A master's greatest perplexity lies in the irregular ones of his class, whom he vainly tries to drag through past lessons to the point others have attained, all the while feeling in his conscience that the time ought to be rather devoted to the further instruction of regular attendants. We repeat, he vainly tries to do this. For mathematical certainties do not apply to mental progress: in this case three and three do not make six. Time must necessarily be lost in going afresh over old ground; in recalling knowledge that had faded from the memory; in raising the mind once more to its full activity. When a vessel is once fairly stopped in its course, it is not possible all at once to bring her again to her full speed. To 'get way upon her' is a work of time. The case is similar, where a boy's course of study has been broken in upon by absence from school. The two separate sections of the school quarter do not by any means represent the value of the same period of consecutive instruction, and sustained application to study.

  For both unpunctuality and irregularity the parents are oftentimes chiefly responsible, and it rests mainly with them to prevent, or as far as possible to moderate, evils so disheartening and perplexing to the teacher, and so injurious to the scholar. The labours of the field, or domestic claims on their services, must be permitted to interfere as little as possible with the children's attendance at school, if progress in their studies is really desired.

  We shall speak, in a second article, of some other obstacles of this nature, which it may be in the power of parents to remove.
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  Church Intelligence.

  APPOINTMENTS. – DIOCESE OF CHRISTCHURCH.

  The Reverend W. Tanner, to the Cure of Invercargill and Riverton.

  The Reverend S. Dutton Green, to the Cure of the pastoral district of Oamaru.

  The Reverend H. B. Cocks, to the Cure of Christchurch.

  The Reverend C. Williams, to the Cure of the pastoral district of the Molyneux and Popotunoa.

  BENEFACTIONS.

  £65 from Henry Sewell, Esq., being the tithe of£650, the proceeds of land sold, for the purchase of land in the province of Canterbury, as an endowment for the Church of St. John the Evangelist, Ferry Road.

  For the General Clergy Maintenance Fund – from a. b. c.,£10 10s.

  CHRISTCHURCH CATHEDRAL.

  Many of our readers may not be aware that steps have been taken which, if vigorously followed up, will result in the commencement of the Cathedral.

  The sum of£746 12s. 5d. has been already raised in England for this object, upwards of£50 more has been promised there but not collected; a further sum of£1000 has been set apart from the Provincial Grant for the erection of churches for a cathedral, and we believe that when it is once announced that subscriptions are required from the inhabitants of the province a sum will be raised amongst us which will justify the commencement of the building.

  In the meantime plans are being prepared by Mr. G. Scott, and we give the following extract from a late letter of the Bishop's Commissary in England to his Lordship, which will point out the progress already made. – "January 18th, 1862. I have been once or twice lately to Mr. Scott's office to see about your plans; they are getting on well, but not yet ready to be sent off. I was there yesterday and begged for a tracing of the ground 5 plan to send to you by way of instalment. I think that the design is very beautiful and original. The columns in the nave are to be single trees running up to the plate of the clerestory. It will be worth a voyage to New Zealand to see it should it ever be executed. You must expect to have to wait a little, as you are employing the man whom Mr. Gladstone the other day affirmed to be "the best ecclesiastical architect in Europe, and therefore in the world."

  CHRISTIAN KNOWLEDGE SOCIETY.

  The following satisfactory letter has been just received by the Diocesan Secretary from the Secretary of the Christian Knowledge Society: – 

  "Society for Promoting Christian Knowledge, 

 67 Lincoln's Inn Fields, London, W. C. 

 January 18th, 1862.

  "REVEREND AND DEAR SIR, – In my letter of the 26th Dec., 1861, I acknowledged the receipt of your bill for£69 7s. 10d. covering the balance due to the society for books supplied to the Canterbury Diocesan Committee.

  I have now the pleasure of informing you that, your letter having had the
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  full and favorable consideration of the Standing Committee, the Board, on their recommendation, with the view of facilitating the establishment of your proposed depots on a safe basis, made a grant of£50, at the general meeting on the 7th instant, towards forwarding to your Committee an immediate supply of books, on the understanding that payment for future supplies be made in advance, so as to secure the full discount now allowed according to the regulations of the Finance Committee; this allowance being forty per cent, on cost prices to foreign and colonial committees, whose orders for books are accompanied by bills for the payment of them. The immediate effect of this grant will be that the£50 will be handed over to the Depository here as ready money remitted by you to cover a portion of your present orders, with the further advantage to you of forty per cent discount upon that portion: the rest will be charged to you at members' prices. The books are now packing and will be sent off in two or three days to their separate destinations according to your instructions; and the clerk, whose business it is to attend to such orders, begs me to say that, in supplying books where he was obliged to use his own discretion he has selected those which were found to be most popular and attractive. He tells me you had marked some which, being quite out of demand, have been allowed to go out of print. It is hoped that, after receiving this supply and starting your depots, you will soon be able to clear off this debt and start fair on the ready money plan described above, upon which we are now transacting business with the Melbourne and some other colonial committees, and which, when once fairly established is so advantageous to them.

  Believe me to be, Reverend and Dear Sir, faithfully yours, 

 J. D. GLENNIE, Secretary. 

 Reverend G. Cotterill."



 

  The Standing Commission are taking measures for the establishment of a depot in a central part of Christchurch where the publications of the society may be placed for sale, and it is hoped that before the arrival of the order alluded to in Mr. Glennie's letter satisfactory arrangements will be made. We have also to state that the Bishop has received an intimation that with the supply of books alluded to above there were despatched ten sets of church service books granted by the Board on his lordship's application at the general meeting of the Society on the 7th of January. Six sets of service books have also been despatched to Otago.

  THE HOME MAORI MISSION.

  By the assistance of the General Government Grant of£200, and of the Provincial Grant of£250, the Standing Commission are enabled to commence building operations in connection with the Maori Industrial School at Kaiapoi, and we trust that before long the timber will be on the ground and the proposed buildings in course of erection.

  The Native Teacher Ruini, and his wife, have arrived from Auckland. The whole of his expenses to Canterbury were paid at Auckland, and the mission was thus saved£40. Thanks are due to Archdeacon Maunsell for his assistance: he kindly collected£20, and obtained£20 from the Government.

  Ruini has been well received by the people here. It is desirable that it should be known that he has had several presents of food from the Natives. One man, Hapurona, has also given him thirty trees valued at£20; others, have promised to give trees. Influenced by Hapurona's example, Peta Mutu has offered him the use of two working bullocks when he may require the use of them, and it is hoped soon to commence farming operations on the mission land.

  We may add to the statement made in our last number with respect to the need of increased assistance to the Maori Mission, that the applications made to several societies in England for aid have failed, and consequently that the necessity for large contributions from members of the church in the diocese is most pressing.

 



 2 The following is the Petition referred to: 



 "To the Venerable the General Synod of New Zealand. 



 The memorial of the Diocesan Synod of Christchurch sheweth: That the General Synod of Christchurch, having taken into their consideration the subject of trusts for the tenure and administration of Church property within the Diocese, have come to the conclusion, that it is desirable to constitute a Diocesan and other trusts for the above mentioned purposes. They have further resolved that it is desirable that the Diocesan Synod, and not the General Synod, should have the power of nominating and appointing such trustees. 



 In virtue of the 32nd clause of the Church Constitution adopted at the Conference at Auckland in June, 1857, and of a clear understanding existing at that Conference and explicitly acknowledged in the 15th clause of the Report of Conference then adopted – the Synod of Christchurch respectfully claim the right to carry out the aforesaid desirable object, and generally to deal independently with ecclesiastical property within the limits of the Diocese without prejudice to church allegiance to the Church Constitution or the authority of the General Synod. 



 The Synod is however advised that by the general terms of the Church Constitution, and by the statutes passed in the first session of the General Synod, the power of appointing Trustees is removed to the General Synod, and the power of nomination alone is reserved to each Diocesan Synod. 



 The Synod of Christchurch therefore prays that such an alteration may be made in the 27th clause of the Deed of Constitution as will fully recognize their power of appointing Diocesan and other Trustees under the Religious Charitable and Educational Trust Acts of 1856, and for that purpose respectfully suggest that the amended clause shall stand as follows: – 



 "The General Synod, or any Board, or Commission, constituted by the General Synod in that behalf, and the Synod of the Diocese of Christchurch, or any Board, or Commission constituted by such Diocesan Synod in that behalf, shall for the purpose of 'the Religious, Charitable, and Educational Trusts Acts, 1856,' be respectively deemed to be a body duly constituted to represent the branch of the United Church of England and Ireland referred to in these presents."
3 'Green-stone-water.' Green stone is highly prized by the Maories; and prior to the arrival of Europeans was the medium of exchange. It is found in several rivers and lakes on the west coast.
4 The tuahu was a small pailed enclosure twelve feet by six, with a rude image in the centre: none but priests dare enter it. Here they performed their devotions, and here any thing that had touched the body of a priest, or a corpse, was placed when not in use.
5 This plan may be seen at the College Library, Christchurch.
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  SINCE our first article on this subject appeared in the second number of the "Church Quarterly Paper," an important and interesting debate is reported to have taken place in England, in the Lower House of the Convocation of the province of Canterbury, on a proposal to extend the sphere of lay agency in the Church of England by the revival of the ancient order of Sub-Deacons or Readers. We believe we shall be rendering an acceptable service to our readers by briefly reviewing this debate in the present article. It originated in the presentation by the Rev. F. C. Massingberd of the following petition signed by 85 of the clergy of the diocese of Lincoln, including the incumbents of several populous towns, and more especially Nottingham: – 

  "The humble petition of the undersigned sheweth – That your petitioners are of opinion that it would greatly tend, under the Divine blessing, to enlarge the sphere of usefulness of the Church of this land, if the clergy might be assisted by an authorized body of lay-teachers, holding some subordinate office, as that of Sub-Deacon, or Reader, yet not subject to those restrictions in respect to their other employments, or to those civil disabilities by which the clergy themselves are restrained, and whose obligation to devote themselves to such subordinate ministry should not be perpetual.

  "Believing that such an institution, already in full operation in several colonial dioceses, would be of the highest value towards meeting the religious wants of the ever-growing
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  masses of our population at home, without infringing the existing laws, and would be hailed by many good men as supplying them with a sphere of usefulness within the Church which they earnestly desire to find, your petitioners humbly pray your venerable house to take into your most serious consideration that part of the report of the Lower House on Home Missions which relates to this subject.

  "And your petitioners will ever pray."



  The institution, we observe, is recommended by the petitioners on two grounds. 1. The need of an increased agency to meet the religious wants of the people. 2. The sphere of usefulness it would open to earnest minded laymen, desirous of giving up a portion of their time to the more direct service of God, and to the promotion of the moral and religious welfare of their fellow-creatures. It is also interesting to notice how the greater freedom of the colonial churches re-acts, in some respects, with a salutary effect on the Mother Church. The petitioners speak of this institution as "already in full operation in several colonial dioceses Newfoundland and British Columbia are especially mentioned by Mr. Massingberd in his speech supporting the petition; and their example is recommended to be followed by the Church at home.

  The Report referred to in the petition was then read. We wish we had space to print the whole of this admirable document, but we must content ourselves with a few extracts from it. The Committee had been charged with the consideration of two points. 1. Whether the Diaconate, instead of being regarded merely as a stepping-stone to the Priesthood, might not be extended, and rendered more efficient for the distinctive and subordinate offices for which it was first instituted, by the admission into it of a class of persons of lower qualifications in point of literary attainment. 2. Whether it might not be expedient to revive the ancient order of Readers, as was designed by Archbishop Mathew Parker at the beginning of the reign of Elizabeth. In their Report on these two questions, they begin by assuming: 1, That there is urgent need for additional agencies of one kind or the other; 2, "That there are many persons in different stations of life who would rejoice to be employed in the work of the Church under some definite and
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  authoritative commission, but who are precluded by various causes from becoming candidates for holy orders."

  With regard, first, to the Diaconate, they express an opinion that the difference between deacon and priest should be marked more distinctly than it is at present, and that this object would be in some measure effected, "if the deacons were encouraged to continue in that order, whenever practicable, for a longer period than is now usual, before they are advanced to the Priesthood; and that it would contribute greatly to the efficiency of their future ministry if they could be placed under the direction of experienced incumbents during their Diaconate." But they find serious obstacles in the way of the extension of this Order in the manner suggested, and amongst others they mention the following: "The indelible character of the Diaconate," i. e., the impossibility of resigning it, "constitutes one great difficulty, inasmuch as the Church might on this account often lose the help of those who could give the service of a time, but not the service of a life, to this especial part of her work."

  Their attention was therefore directed, in the next place, to the expediency of reviving "the ancient order of Readers." "We find," they say, "that this office, which can be traced back to the third century, or even to an earlier period, was partially restored, at least in name, for a short time, immediately after the Reformation. The purpose of its restoration was to secure parishes from being entirely destitute of all religious teaching, there being a want at that time of persons duly qualified in respect of learning for admission into holy orders. That want indeed no longer exists. But a class of persons is now needed to assist incumbents of populous and scattered parishes in house-to-house visitation, in catechising, and in performing such religious services as may be assigned to them by competent ecclesiastical authority." Then follows the most important paragraph of the Report, which we give in full, and to which we would earnestly beg our readers to give their most careful attention. "Various terms have been suggested as indicative of the office which the present necessities of the Church require. But whatever name may be assigned to the office, we think that it may include persons of all ranks and classes of society; the time of some being wholly given to the work; of others, only in part; some receiving stipends, and others rendering gratuitous services; that those
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  admitted to it should he subject to ecclesiastical jurisdiction, receiving their commission on the nomination of the incumbent from the Bishop of the diocese, after due examination as to their moral character, their religious knowledge, and their efficiency, with the solemnity of a public service in the church, and by an instrument under the episcopal hand and seal; and that they should be in all respects under the control and direction of the incumbent in whose parish they are employed. We further think, that they should be at liberty at any time whatever to resign the commission so received from the Bishop, and that the Bishop on the other hand should have the authority to revoke such commission."

  The debate which ensued was full of interest, but we have no space to comment upon it, farther than to observe that, though some preferred the first of the two plans proposed, that namely of extending the Diaconate by admitting into it persons of a different class and different qualifications, and drawing a broader line of distinction between that order and the Priesthood, yet all were agreed as to the urgent necessity of multiplying the agencies now at work for the advancement of religion, and a large majority decided in favour of the proposal to revive the order of Readers, and adopted the Report of the Committee with a few alterations.

  Now an agency of this kind has been at work amongst ourselves, in one or two particular cases, here and there, almost from the first establishment of the Church in Canterbury, and to the extent to which it has been adopted, has proved most beneficial. We ask our brother-churchmen to consider whether the difficulty of supplying the ministrations of religion to outlying districts with our present means, and the evils attending the want of those ministrations, are not so great as to make it our duty to encourage in every possible way the increase in the staff of lay readers. Be it clearly understood that the object is not to supply the place of clergymen, but to prepare the way for them, and to make up as far as possible for the want of them where they cannot be had. It appears to us that these readers, among ourselves, might be of two kinds, the first consisting of persons residing in the districts in which they would perform their functions, the other of persons residing in our principal towns, and going out on the Sunday to some neighbouring
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  hamlet to assemble the people for Divine Service and to instruct the children. The Bishop, or the Archdeacon, or some other clergyman, would probably relieve the Reader occasionally, so as to enable him to attend the service and receive the Holy Communion at the parish church, and would have an opportunity of conferring with the people, and judging of the progress made. We believe that the Church has many earnest-minded laymen who would rejoice to find an opening thus afforded them of doing God service under proper sanction and authority, and without striking out new paths of their own choosing they would rejoice to feel that they were called and sent to such a work. Do we not often hear of such persons joining other communions who would gladly have remained within the Church's fold if any such sphere of religious usefulness had been open to them? How many places might be mentioned within a circumference of ten miles from Christchurch, where Sunday after Sunday passes with no religious service, no instruction of the children, which might easily be reached, at least during the summer months, by a lay reader, whose ministrations would be like fountains springing up in a dry ground! Would such work be worse done for being done under regular rule and proper sanction? In the early ages of the Church this office was sometimes filled by persons of the highest dignity: do we not also see in the present day many such persons performing the duties of Sunday School teachers? And if so, why should not some seek also this other kindred office? Some would refuse to receive any pecuniary assistance at all in the performance of their duties; others would necessarily require their expenses to be paid; in some cases perhaps a small stipend would be forthcoming from the district visited.

  Surely none will deny that some such agency is greatly needed; the Church at home is awakening to a sense of the need, and is pointing to the colonial churches as teaching her a lesson; this should surely stir us up to some earnest endeavour to remedy the spiritual destitution which lies around us. We once more commend this subject to the thoughtful and prayerful consideration of our brother churchmen.

  NOTE – In our own diocese the following form is in use for licensing lay readers: – 
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  "By Divine Permission, Bishop of . . . . 

 "To our beloved in Christ

  "WE, having received the Petition of and divers Members of the Church in the District of certifying their confidence in your morals, integrity, and devoutness, and requesting that we will authorize you to act as Lay Reader in . . . . 

  . . . . and having further received from you a profession of your belief in the formularies of the Church of England, and of conformity to the Book of Common Prayer, and of your willingness to order yourself according to the customs and discipline of the said church, and to obey the godly admonitions of your ordinary, and of your appointed Pastor, . . . . 

  DO HEREBY authorize you to read the Common Prayer in the absence of any licensed clergyman, at such times and at such places as the Pastor of your district may appoint; and further to read printed sermons according to his selection, but not to preach nor interpret:

  "PROVIDED ALWAYS that you do not use the absolution at the Morning and Evening Prayer, or the blessing at the end of the Communion Service:

  "PROVIDED ALSO that you do not minister the Sacraments, or other public rite of the Church, excepting only the Burial of the Dead, and the Churching of Women.

  "GIVEN under our Hand and Seal this . . . . Day of . . . . in the year of our Lord One thousand eight hundred and . . . . and in the . . . . Year of our Consecration."



 

  TRADITIONS OF THE MIDDLE ISLAND.

  CONTINUED.

  WE left the contending tribes at peace. It was not, however, a peace of long duration.

  Manawa, a chief of the Ngaitahu, demanded Ahuarangi, daughter of Tukiauau, chief of the Ngatimamoe, as a wife for his son. The manner in which the proposal was made gave offence to her tribe, and they refused their assent. In spite of the failure of his first attempt, Manawa the following year renewed his proposal. Accompanied by a hundred of his followers, he sought the Ngatimamoe pa, situated near the Kaikoras. Messengers were sent forward to announce his approach and the cause of his visit. On his arrival he was greeted in the usual manner, and his party as they entered the stronghold were shown into a large house set apart for their reception. Manawa was the last to
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  enter; the moment he bent his head and stepped through the opening, Tukiauau, who was standing by the gate, struck him a violent blow with a stone axe. Manawa staggered forward, but before he reached his companions, he received a still more violent blow on the head. Immediately he got into the house the door was closed, and the old chief, after wiping the blood from his face, addressed his men. He told them that their case was hopeless. Caught in a trap, and surrounded by foes, they must prepare to die; all he desired was that an attempt should be made to convey to the Ngaitahu tidings of their cruel fate. Many volunteered for this dangerous service. One was chosen from the number. Manawa, after smearing his forehead with blood, charged him to be brave, and committing him to the care of his atuas 6 sent him forth. Hundreds of spears were aimed at the messenger, who fell transfixed ere he advanced a pace.

  Again and again the attempt to escape was repeated, but in vain. The imprisoned band grew dispirited, and Manawa failed to obtain a ready response to his call for more volunteers. At length a youth, nearly related to him, offered to make a last attempt. The moment was propitious: the enemy, certain of success, guarded the door with less vigilance. Smeared with the dying chief's blood, and charged with his last message to his family and tribe, the youth sprang out. Warding off the spears hurled at him, and evading his pursuers among the houses and enclosures, he reached the outer fence, over which he climbed in safety and turned to rush down the hill – but the only path bristled with spears. His enemies were pressing upon him. One chance for life remained. The pa stood on the edge of a cliff; by leaping down upon the beach below be might escape. He made the attempt, and a shout of triumph rose from his foes when they saw his body extended on the sands, but their rage knew no bounds when he sprang up, and in a loud voice defied them to track 'the swift feet of the son of Tahu.' The Ngatima-
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  moe now proceeded to kill and eat the victims of their treachery. In the meantime the sole survivor of Manawa's party arrived at Waipapa with the startling intelligence of their fate. The Ngaitahu were quite unmanned by this unexpected blow, they resolved to let a year pass ere they avenged the death of their chief; fearing, if they should attack the Ngatimamoe at a place where blood dear to them had so recently been spilt, a panic might seize them, and victory after all fall to their treacherous foes.

  They waited therefore till the grass had overgrown the oven in which Manawa was cooked, and had hidden all traces of his sad fate. The war party was then summoned, and it was decided to proceed by sea. All except Kaue, the survivor of the massacre, were ready on the appointed day – and he was told to follow. Vexed at being left behind, he urged his men to hasten the fittings of his canoe; as soon as they were completed, he launched forth and sailed in quest of his friends. On the second day he saw their fires, but passing by them landed on a point which served to conceal his canoe, and from which he could discern the Ngatimamoe pa. Seeing the enemy leaving the shore to fish in the morning, he waited till they anchored, and then issuing from his retreat, charged down upon them. He succeeded in capturing one canoe. Killing the crew, he bound the chief, and rowed back to the place where he had seen his comrades' fires. They took him at first for an enemy, and were not a little surprised when they recognized the very man they were waiting for. Seeing he had a prisoner, they called to ask who he was. "Tukaruatoro," replied Kaue. "He is my brother-in-law," shouted Toro who came running down to the edge of the water with a mat to cover him. 7 Kaue, fearing his life would be spared, stooped down and bit off his right ear and ate it. "Oh! oh!" cried the man. "Aha!" said Kaue, "did Manawa cry when he was struck?" And stooping down he bit the other ear off. The brother-in-law, seeing Kaue's determination to retaliate Manawa's death on the prisoner, gave him up to
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  be eaten. The next day, the Ngaitahu laid siege to the pa, but its impregnable position baffled every effort to take it. Food failed besiegers and besieged. The Ngaitahu were about to retire, when Tuterangiapiapi, who was related to persons in the place, hit upon a plan for its destruction. Without divulging his design, he asked permission to visit the Ngatimamoe for the ostensible purpose of offering conditions of peace. He was well received by the besieged, and his visits became frequent and long continued. The Ngaitahu grew impatient at the delay, and wanted to know how he was to effect his object. "Wait" he said, "till a Nor'wester blows, and then seize the opportunity afforded you." When the wind blew from the desired quarter, Tuterangiapiapi went as usual and seated himself in the doorway of a kauta, or kitchen, near the lower end of the pa. Having procured one of the long stones with which the women prepared the fern root, he fastened one end to a piece of green flax, and put the other into a fire; when it was red hot he watched an opportunity and slung it into the thatch of an adjoining house. A cry of fire soon arose. The unsuspected perpetrator of the deed rushed out to assist the crowds who were trying to extinguish the flames, but in his apparent haste to pull off the burning thatch he threw it in such a manner that the wind might blow it to the other houses; and in a few moments the whole place was involved in the conflagration. Under cover of the smoke the Ngaitahu entered, and a general massacre ensued.

  This was the last time the Ngatimamoe made any stand against the conquering Ngaitahu. Weakened by successive defeats, and terrified at the treatment they met with from the dominant tribe, they ceased to build pas, secreted themselves in caverns, and fled on the approach of strangers. In Lyttelton harbour there is a cave which formed the retreat of a small tribe, and near Timaru there are several, the sides of which are covered with rude drawings of men, fishes, &c. – which in like manner afforded shelter to this unhappy people.

  Hunted on all sides, the Ngatimamoe plunged at last into the recesses of the southern forests where for more than one hundred years they have eluded pursuit.

  That they still exist there can be no doubt, and in a future
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  number we hope to state all that is at present known respecting the only pagan tribe now in New Zealand.

  From the final conquest of the Ngatimamoe till about thirty years ago, internecine wars occupied the various sections of the Ngaitahu. Rauparaha's descent upon this island led them to combine to resist his invasion, but he succeeded in breaking their power, and, after killing great numbers, carried hundreds into captivity. Since then the Ngaitahu have embraced Christianity, and continue to enjoy the blessings of peace.

 

  MELANESIAN MISSION.

  The following extract from a letter addressed to the Diocesan Secretary by the Rev. B. Dudley brings up our report of the Mission to the commencement of May, 1862.

  "You will see by the date of this letter that we are spending a longer time in New Zealand this year than usual. The fact is, that it is very difficult, almost impossible, to charter a vessel at the time we want one. Just now, especially, in consequence of the great trade between this place and Otago, none of the owners are willing to take their vessels off for the sake of a single trip to the islands, even though for the time it were more remunerative to them.

  "However, the Bishop has now succeeded in making an arrangement with the owners of the Sea Breeze, the vessel that we had last voyage. They could not let us have her at once, as to take her off the trade in which she is now engaged without substituting another in her place, would lose them many of their regular customers, but they have another vessel now in course of repair. When she is completed she will take the place of the Sea Breeze: so that now the latter vessel is definitely chartered by the Bishop for four months; the charter to commence on the 7th June. It is a long time to wait, and we shall doubtless have some rather trying weather before that time, but it is almost the only resource. The Caroline gun-boat was kindly offered by Sir G. Grey; and the Bishop had thought at one time of taking her to Norfolk Island, and leaving the party there for a time, until the Sea Breeze could pick them up, but she is so exceedingly small and so choked up with man-of-war fittings, that not more than half the party could be taken at once. She is still at his service in
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  case any of the party should be taken ill, to send them on before, but she would not have suited for more than that.

  "Meanwhile, it is a golden time for teaching. The last few weeks of the school in New Zealand are generally the most remunerative. By that time the scholars are better able to understand and apply what has been dinned into them during the whole summer.

  "So far as it is possible to see, never before have the results of a single season been so hopeful as now. The knowledge of the first class, in charge of Mr. Pritt, is something surprising. Any one who were to walk into our dining hall as it is lighted up in the evening, and occupied by the boys at their work, would find it very hard to believe the orderly classes he saw there, some engaged in writing, some translating, some receiving catechetical instruction, were formed of persons who a few months ago were running wild in their own islands, with bow and arrows constantly in their hands, and without clothing of any kind. This was really the case with many: two young men we have now with us are from Santa Maria, one of the Bank's group (the island at which those in the boat are generally shot at.). They joined us quite accidentally as it seemed, quite unchosen on our part, and so far as we know, without any definite idea of where we came from or where we wanted to take them. Now they are as docile and obedient as any in the school. One of them, who was lately moved up from the third into the second class, the husband of four wives in his own island, can now read very fairly and write on the slates in a dialect not his own, but in that of a neighbouring island), and is very useful and helpful in giving words, translating, etc. in his own language. With his help, Harper, one of our Mengone teachers, has obtained a great many words and phrases in the Santa Maria language, and has translated one or two short cards, containing simple scripture teaching. We hope that they will take back a good account of us to their friends, and that we shall find them hereafter more peaceably disposed when we visit them.

  "The first class consists of eight young men and lads, and one girl, the wife of one of them. Five of these come from Mota and Vanua Lava, and speak the same dialect; two from Motlav, an island nine miles distant, and speaking a distinct dialect; one from
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  Rowa, a small reef island thirteen or fourteen miles from Mota, with about forty inhabitants, and a dialect of its own; and a lad from the Northern part of New Caledonia, who has been with us now nearly five years.

  "All of these, however, including the New Caledonian, speak Mota very well. This is one of the classes in Mr. Pritt's charge. All of them can read fairly, most of them well, in their own language, and are able to write from dictation, and to answer written questions. They have, too, a considerable acquaintance with the simple rules of arithmetic, and can read English books – understanding and translating a great deal of what they read. They are well acquainted with the most important points in Bible history, and in the definite catechetical teaching they are now receiving, are able constantly to draw upon what they have learnt for example and proof, answering and taking the meaning of questions in a way that many in most confirmation classes would not.

  These boys take it by turns to teach the first class, that so they may be qualified to be sent out hereafter in different directions to teach in the villages of the island, and many of them already show great aptitude.

  "The second class too, consisting of seven, has made considerable progress, though far behind the first in most respects.

  "The third consists at present of only two lads, one from the island of Mae, and one from that of Pasiko, New Hebrides. This is in charge of the Rev. Mr. Kerr, who is engaged in learning the languages of these two islands.

  "There is another class of the Bank's islanders, which I have omitted; this consists of two lads from Avreas, a bay on the south side of Vanua Lava; two from Merigi, a small island to the south of Mota; and one from Santa Maria. This is usually taught by Harper, or in his absence, by one of the first class. The only remaining class is that taught by Wadrokel, consisting of his wife, Carry Molango, and two half-brothers of his. Poor little Mary, Harper's wife, has been unable to take any part in the school for a long time – she is lying gradually wasting away, in a consumption. I told you, I think, of her marriage to Harper at the beginning of the summer; soon after that, she and Carry were
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  baptized, when everything seemed so bright and cheering before them. Harper's character has come out wonderfully under this, his trial: nothing could exceed the kindness and patience with which he has constantly waited upon his sick little wife.

  "We have printed or hope to print this year: l, a Scripture history in the Mota language, from the Creation, with a brief account of all the Old Testament characters, whose histories more especially come in as types, etc., in illustrating the Christian teaching, to the time of our Lord and His Apostles; 2, a full set of questions on the same, for the use of teachers, especially those taken from among the first class scholars; 3, a short primer, containing the Creed, Lord's Prayer, Ten Commandments, and some hymns, and one or two parables from Holy Scripture; 4, the Catechism in full, besides great numbers of elementary cards and others containing stories suggested by the natives themselves about the new and strange things they had seen in New Zealand, the habits of the people there etc.: this is as light reading; so that, you see the Bank's islands will not be badly off for books this year. Besides these, parts of Scripture history have been translated into the Mae language and printed.

  "Another year we hope some of the boys may begin to learn to print their own books – both of the teachers Wadrokal and Harper are tolerably expert in this work; the former having been taught by Mr. Nihill in old days, and the latter having since helped the London Society's Missionaries to print the Gospels in his own language.

  "Our work here, as you may suppose, has assumed a much more definite form since we have had a Bishop of our own and more helpers. When the new vessel comes out we may hope for still more organization. As a matter of course, expenses increase in proportion as the work extends itself. The balance sheet for this year will probably shew this."
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  No. II. – AN ADDRESS TO THE PARENTS OF CHILDREN ATTENDING DISTRICT SCHOOLS.

  WE endeavoured in our former article to point out how materially an unpunctual, and still more so an irregular attendance at school, must interfere with the progress of a child's education. Only too glad should we be to think that such an endeavour was unnecessary. Probably, however, there is not a district school teacher in the Diocese, but would find, more or less, in our former remarks, the echo of his own painful experience.

  We come now to point out an evil, of the prevalence of which the teacher is perhaps the last person, generally speaking, to become aware, though it may have been to a great extent weakening his authority over the children he is required to teach, and robbing him of his rightful influence upon their minds. He has seen the effects, and deplored them, while perhaps at a loss to imagine the cause. We allude to the thoughtless and injudicious manner in which some parents accustom themselves, in the hearing of their children, to speak of those children's instructors.

  It should be borne in mind, that for several hours of the day, the teacher is to the child the representative of his parents. For the purposes of instruction, and of religious and moral training, the parents have committed their child to his care; and have delegated to him, during the hours of school, so much of their parental authority as is requisite to enable him rightly to fulfil those purposes. When they send the child to school, they may be fairly supposed by that very act to say to the master or mistress as follows: – "We are unable to instruct this child ourselves. Either we have not the requisite knowledge and ability; or else our hands are so full of pressing business that we have not time to devote to that object. At all events, we recognise the saving of time and labour which results when the children of many parents, situated like ourselves, are placed under the instruction of one person; and the advantages which are secured when that person has been especially gifted and trained for the work of teaching. We ask you then, to
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  "step into our place, to become our substitute, to discharge our duty, during so many hours of the day. You will stand to this child, so far, in our stead; and we make over to you, so far, our parental authority.

  The act of sending a child to school involves all this. It may reasonably be expected, therefore, that before such an act is resolved upon, every parent should ask himself, "Have I confidence in the teacher to whom I thus commit my child? is there reason to believe that religiously, morally, and intellectually, he is qualified to discharge such a trust? Am I warranted in delegating to him, duties, which, to their full extent, I find myself unable to perform in person?"

  Let it be clearly understood, that we do not exonerate the parent from all personal responsibility in these matters, even though the school and the teacher should justly bear the highest possible character. We are only speaking of school education, but for the fireside education, for the home training of their children, particularly in religion, in morality, and in all decent and praiseworthy habits, the father and mother are still accountable. These duties they can delegate to none. It is but too necessary to make this reservation. Many seem to think that because they send their children to a Sunday or a week-day school, where they are taught the Scriptures and the Catechism, they need not trouble themselves further about that religious and moral instruction, which never falls upon a child's mind so powerfully and beneficially, as from the lips of an affectionate and exemplary parent. Monstrous indeed is the evil, where the training of the school is permitted to take the place of, rather than to aid, the "sweet discipline of home," the far more powerful training of parental influence and example.

  Nevertheless, the case stands as we have put it. The teacher is, to some extent, and during certain periods of time, as the parent; vested with his authority, because doing his work. Can we, then, imagine anything more suicidal, than that the parents themselves should canvass the teacher's faults, real or imaginary, before their children – secretly encourage them to disregard his commands – question the wisdom and propriety of his school regulations – send him verbal messages of dissatisfaction, or of a disrespectful character, by the mouths of those he is to teach – or

 Page 16
  OUR SCHOOLS – HOW TO USE THEM.



  do anything whatever which is calculated to lessen his influence, and cause their children to think of him less reverently and submissively than they ought? Can it be reasonably expected that that child will treat his instructor with deference, whose parent openly speaks of him with indifference or disrespect, and practically sets at nought his arrangements or his wishes? The rightful authority and just influence of the teacher thus weakened, is it to be wondered at, if he fails to secure the results which were expected to follow upon his instructions?

  It matters little to this argument – whether the complaints so made are just, or unjust, in themselves. In many cases they are grievously unjust. Parents do not, and cannot understand, in the generality of instances, all a teacher's motives, plans, or difficulties. They often think a course necessary, which his greater experience in the art of instruction has shown him to be needless, or even injurious. They do not always see at what he is aiming; they are seldom competent fairly to judge of his systems and modes of conveying knowledge; and they should be slow, therefore, to interfere in any way, unless they have first sought an explanation of those arrangements and plans, the drift of which they do not understand. A wise teacher will gladly avail himself of the opportunity thus afforded him to remove any misconceptions and prejudices which may have arisen. Indeed, if we might offer a suggestion, in passing, to teachers themselves, it would be this, that they should seek to know personally the parents of their scholars, and visit them occasionally, for the purpose of familiar conversation upon the children's progress and conduct. Many a misunderstanding might thus be prevented; many a child saved from the great evil of being sent to school after school, without staying long enough in any to gain real and solid advantage; much parental co-operation might thus be secured. Parents, moreover, must exercise patience as regards the visible results of a teacher's instructions. Let them reflect that the foundations of a building are secret and out of sight. So is it with the ground-work of instruction. When that is well laid, subsequent teaching will produce visible, solid, and lasting results. When that is neglected, all else must necessarily be superficial and fading. But while this groundwork is being laid, it will generally be difficult for the parents to discern the progress of the child. He is getting good at
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  school, but it is not of such a nature, for the present, as to be very manifest or striking. An experienced teacher might perhaps detect it, but an ordinary observer would probably fail to do so.

  It is admitted, however, that sometimes just cause of complaint arises. What then? Are the parents to blazon the teacher's fault before their children's eyes – hold it up to view, expatiate upon it to neighbours and friends in their hearing, magnify it, perhaps send angry messages by the children to the teacher, respecting it? If they do take this course, let them not wonder if their children become disobedient, obstinate, impertinent, and idle at school. The teacher is fallen in their eyes; their father has blamed him, their mother has complained of him, and they, therefore, proportionately cease to respect him. His influence over them is now but the shadow of what it was. Those unguarded parental speeches live in the child's memory. They are uppermost in his mind whenever at school he is corrected for a fault, when he is urged to be more diligent, when a command is enforced which he is unwilling to obey. The spirit of rebellion feeds upon them, and grows strong. He is not over-ready to discriminate between that case and the present; wrong then, in his father's or mother's opinion, he is too willing to believe that his teacher is wrong now. And the mischief seldom rests with himself. To his school-mates the disparaging remark is soon confided, its effect upon them proving nearly the same as upon himself, unless they are under strong influences of an opposite tendency.

  The circumstances will be peculiar and unusual which will justify the parent in expressing before the child any doubt as to the wisdom or the desirableness of the teacher's sayings or doings. We would not have him extenuate, or appear to countenance, any thing which is morally culpable, to the injury of the child's own moral sense. Such cases are not those to which we refer. We speak of hasty, thoughtless remarks, flowing from forgetfulness of the teacher's true position. We ask parents to regard him as their own agent, doing their work, and invested for that purpose with their authority. Let them in every possible way endeavour to strengthen his hands, and maintain his influence undiminished. Let them train their children to respect and obey him at school, even as they respect and obey their parents at home. If
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  complaints must be made, let them be made to him privately, with candour and kindness; otherwise, he is shorn of his strength, by those very persons who will afterwards most bitterly complain of his weakness.

  Few know the trials of patience, the wearying labours, the difficulties and discouragements with which the work of a teacher abounds. A little patient thought, however, may enable those to imagine these things, who are exempt from realizing them. We ask from parents, therefore, sympathy with the instructors of their children, and the manifestations of a desire to help rather than hinder them in their arduous duties.

 

  Church Intelligence.

  CHURCH BENEFACTIONS.

  Two Sections in Invercargill have been given by J. H. Menzies, Esq., for site of Parsonage House, glebe, and endowment.

  H. Sewell, Esq., proposes to reserve on some land set apart for building near Christchurch a site for a Church, Parsonage, School, and some allotments for endowment.

  RURAL DEANERY OF OTAGO.

  In the beginning of the year 1861 the Church of England population in Otago and Southland probably did not exceed 8000, and there were only two Clergymen officiating among them. Exertions however were made to secure the services of three additional Clergymen, and for this purpose the Church members of three Districts guaranteed each £250 per annum for a period of three years, and on the part of two of the Districts there was also paid into the hands of the Treasurer of the Rural Deanery Board the sum of £100 each, to defray the cost of the passage of Clergymen from England. A Clergyman for the third district was procured from Wellington, and his travelling expenses from thence also paid by the district. The result is that there are now five Clergymen serving in the Deanery, who are severally stationed in the following districts:

  At Dunedin where there is a parsonage with no debt upon it; and a temporary Church about to be replaced by a more substantial and churchlike budding of stone, the corner stone of which was laid by the Bishop of Christchurch, on June 3, last. The new Church will accommodate about four hundred worshippers. The population of Dunedin of all denominations is probably little short of 10,000; and the inhabitants in connection with the Church of England are becoming so numerous, that a second Church will soon be required. The services of a second Clergyman are already much needed.

  WAIKOUATI where there is a parsonage and Church. Goodwood is included in this district, and in the course of a few months will be provided with a Church. The population of this part of the province, owing to the Highlay Gold Fields which are in the immediate neighbourhood, is rapidly increasing.

  OAMARU: – A pastoral district, including the township of that name, and the sheep and cattle stations in its vicinity. No Church or parsonage has yet been built, but sections in the township have been purchased as sites, and in the meanwhile, the Clergyman resides in a house at Oamaru, which has been taken for him by the members of the Church of England: for the services of the Church are held in a store.
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  POPOTUNOA: – A pastoral district, including the country between the Molyneux and the Mataura. The Clergyman resides at Popotunoa, where there is a parsonage. No building for public worship has yet been erected. The services are held at the stations and houses in the different parts of the district.

  INVERCARGILL AND RIVERTON, SOUTHLAND. – The Clergyman in charge of this district resides at Invercargill, in a house rented for him until a parsonage shall have been erected, for which funds are being collected. A Church has been built there which was opened by the Bishop for public worship in December last, and which already it is proposed to enlarge. A Church also at Riverton is being built, and the time cannot be far distant when it will have its own resident Clergyman.

  Arrangements are also being made for the locating of a clergyman at Tokomairiro, a township to the south of Dunedin, on the road to the Tuapeka gold field. The population of the township and its immediate neighbourhood has more than doubled itself during the last year, and a Church and a parsonage have been already provided, together with 25 acres of land for endowment and glebe.

  No regular provision has yet been made for ministering to the spiritual wants of the large population engaged on the gold-fields. But an application to the Society for the propagation of the Gospel has been responded to by an annual grant of 200l. There is little doubt that if an active and zealous clergyman were placed in the exclusive charge of the population on the goldfields, liberal contributions for his maintenance might also be obtained from the storekeepers and miners.

  It is of the utmost importance that land should be obtained for Church purposes in the several new townships which are being formed in the province, and in no better way could churchmen employ some portion of that wealth which the providence of God has so suddenly given to many among them. A striking example of the benefit of such a course is shown at Waikouaiti. J. Jones, Esq., laid out a township there in 1860, and gave sixty-four quarter-acre sections in it: first, for the maintenance of clergymen and schoolmasters in that district, and secondly for the support of clergymen thoughout the Rural Deanery of Otago, including that portion which has now been separated from it under the name of Southland. These sections, worth when given, about ten pounds each, are now worth from fifty to two hundred pounds each, and will probably let in the spring at a very high rental. The members of the Church could now by a very small outlay secure very great and lasting good for themselves, as well as for those who shall come after them. Besides this, the time seems to have arrived when steps should be taken towards placing the Church of England populations of the Provinces of Otago and Southland under the charge of a Bishop residing among them, and for this purpose land endowment should immediately be secured. In all endowments for local Church purposes, care should be taken to give power to the trustees appointed under the General Synod to apply with the sanction of the Synod the rents and profits of such endowments to all local Church purposes. If, for instance, land should be set apart as glebe for the benefit of the Clergyman of any parish, power should be reserved in the conveyance to the trustees to let any portion of it, and to apply it for the benefit of the clergyman, either for his maintenance if necessary, or the building, enlarging, or repairing of the parsonage. The desirableness of such a provision is already apparent in the case of land given as glebe in a township of this Province, which is fast growing into importance. The glebe, consisting of ten acres, is in the centre of the town, and has become of considerable value, but according to the terms of conveyance it can only be occupied by the clergyman as glebe, and he will probably have to pay heavy town rates for it; whereas there is little doubt but that the frontage might be advantageously leased, and the income derived from it profitably applied to the purposes above-mentioned.
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  COLLECTIONS FOR MELANESIAN MISSION.

  Dunedin ..............£40 11s.

  Waikouaiti & Goodwood...£7 0s.

  Riverton ...............£13 0s.

  Of the £13 collected at Riverton £4 17 was the contribution of the) children of the Sunday School in that township.

  MELANESIAN MISSION.

  Bishop Patteson desires to thank those unknown friends in the Diocese who have forwarded to him by the Airedale, a box full of clothing for the Melanesians.

  CHURCH HYMNAL.

  It may be seen by a reference to the Report of the second General Synod held at Nelson in February last, that the subject of a Hymn Book for the use of the congregations in the ecclesiastical Province of New Zealand was again referred to the consideration of the Bench of Bishops, with the request that they would supply, with as little delay as possible, the book required. The Bishop of Christchurch, in a conference with the other Bishops, agreed to accept and recommend for general use in his Diocese, the Hymnal compiled at Auckland, omitting in that collection certain hymns, and inserting others of his own selection. The hymnal thus altered has been sent to England to be printed, and will probably be ready for use before the end of the year. A certain number of copies with appropriate tunes adapted to the different metres, and selected from the most approved Hymnals now in use in England, will also be printed.

  PARISH CHURCH GATHERINGS.

  Two most succeesful Church gatherings have been held within the last few months at Lyttelton and Rangiora, We are sorry that want of space prevents us from giving reports of them.

  CHRIST'S COLLEGE, CANTERBURY.

  There have been 75 pupils under tuition during the past half-year, three of whom are scholars on the Somes Foundation. The value of these scholarships is £50 per annum, each. Besides these, there are two Rowley Scholarships' (value £20 per annum), two Buller and Reay Scholarships (value £15 per annum) and one on the Dudley Foundation (£15 per annum) being a Scholarship founded by the Rev. B. W, Dudley. The distribution of the Prizes after the midwinter Examination took place on the 19th ult., when the Reports of the Examiners were read. The examiners were, the Rev. H. W. Harper, B. A., and W. Rolleston, Esq,, B. A., (in Divinity and Classics), the Hon. H. J. Tancred, Esq., (in Ancient and Modern History), and the Rev. W. C. Fearon., M. A., (in Mathematics) who reported generally that satisfactory progress had been made. The Mathematical Examiner remarked "Many of the papers in Arithmetic and Algebra very much exceeded my expectations, and I question whether a better set of answers (on the whole) would be obtained from any equal number of boys of the same age." The prizes were adjudged as follows:

  In the Scholar's Class, H. I. Dudley, Somes Scholar, Prize in Divinity and Classics.

  In the sixth form, S. J. Stedman, (Buller and Reay Scholar,) first Prize in Divinity, Classics and Mathematics; F. H. Cotterill obtained a Scholarship as a prize, second in ditto., F. A. Baker, prize for History.

  In the fifth form, G. Harper and C. Merton, equal prizes in Divinity and Classics, C. Merton, prize for history, F. Younghusband, for Mathematics.

  In the fourth form, E. Dobson, for Divinity and Classics, J. Hall for History, W. B. Buller and J. W. Fisher for Arithmetic.

  In the third form, W. Lambert and E. T. Mulligan, equal prizes in all subjects.

  In the second form, S. R. Dransfield, prize.

  In the first form, A. E. Chetham Strode, prize.

  The Sub-Warden's prizes for Composition were awarded to H. T. Dudley, and G. F. Brittan.
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 6 Demons.
7 If a chief wished to spare a particular prisoner it was customary to throw one of his garments over him.
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