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  INTRODUCTION.

  JUDGING by the greatly-increasing number of correspondents who now apply to us for "New Zealand information," it would appear that the supply of works professing to afford such information is unequal to the demand. In truth, the few standard books which treat of the Colony generally, and its advantages as an emigration field, are too costly to come within the reach of the great body of emigrants; whilst the numerous smaller books, however excellent they may be, are chiefly local in their aim, and present a view, not of New Zealand, but only of some particular part or Province of New Zealand of which they may happen to be the advertising organs.

  Under these circumstances we have been induced to publish the present little work – at a price, too, which we trust will give it a large circulation among all classes of emigrants, from the capitalist to the working man. Our long acquaintance with New Zealand, and New Zealand emigration; our frequent personal communication with various New Zealand colonists, now so commonly visiting England on trips of pleasure or business; and we trust our perfect freedom from all local bias in favour of any particular one of the six Settlements or Provinces, have, we hope, qualified us to render this little publication an accurate and impartial guide to that youngest but finest Colony of our empire which seems destined to become the "Britain of the South;" whilst as to the personal motives we have in seeking to promote the cause of New Zealand colonisation, and views as to emigration generally, we would ask the reader, before he peruses our pages, to oblige us by turning to our concluding remarks at 124.

  Public attention has of late been so urgently directed to the important matter of the safe and proper conveyance of British emigrants to their various ports of destination, and such ill-founded fears exist as to the liability to disease necessarily attendant on long sea passages, that we may,
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  we hope, very properly avail ourselves of this opportunity of stating, that among upwards of 6000 passengers whom we have conveyed to New Zealand during the last four years, the total number of deaths, including infants, has been only 61: a lower rate of mortality, we believe, than "Registrar returns" would have shown to have occurred among an equal number of people living on shore.

  ARTHUR WILLIS, GANN & CO.,

  NEW ZEALAND COLONIAL AND EMIGRATION ROOMS, 

 AND 

 SHIP INSURANCE OFFICES, 

 3, CROSBY SQUARE, 

 BISHOPSGATE STREET, 

 LONDON. E. C.
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  THE NEW ZEALAND "EMIGRANT'S BRADSHAW."

  CHAPTER I

  HISTORICAL SKETCH.

  HISTORY. – Though New Zealand was first sighted and named by Tasman, a Dutch explorer, in the year 1642, the country was only fully discovered by our illustrious circumnavigator, Captain Cook, in 1769. Cook visited the islands three times to recruit his exploring vessels, surveyed a large portion of the coasts, held a great deal of friendly intercourse with the natives, and introduced the pig, the potato, and various European seeds and vegetables.

  He formed a high, and a remarkably correct, opinion of the capabilities of the country for European settlement; and his report of the genial climate, fertile soil, fine harbours, and evergreen forests, so captivated the practical mind of Benjamin Franklin, that the American philosopher published a proposal for the colonisation of the newly-discovered Land.

  Some years after Cook's visit, trade and intercourse began to spring up between Port Jackson (New South Wales) and New Zealand; in 1814 the first missionaries arrived; and by degrees, various rude little communities – whalers, sealers, sawyers, runaway sailors, and petty merchants – attracted over from New South Wales, settled themselves along the coasts, trading and frequently intermarrying with the natives; whilst the bays and harbours of the country became the favourite fishing grounds and recruiting stations of the British, American, Bremen, and colonial vessels engaged in the sperm and black whale fishery. The reports carried home as to the
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  fine harbours; the forests of magnificent kauri spars and ship timber; the glowing accounts of the fertility of the soil spread abroad by the passing visitors from Australia; the testimony of the missionaries as to the bracing salubrity of the climate, eventually revived in England that desire for the regular colonisation of the country which Cook and Franklin had excited so many years before. In 1840, an influential body of public men, including the late Lord Durham, Edward Gibbon Wakefield, various members of Parliament, the Barings, Goldsmids, and many of the leading merchants of London, formed themselves into an association called the New Zealand Company, for the purpose of regularly colonising the islands from the mother country; whilst at the same time the Government formally raised New Zealand into a British colony, and sent out its first governor in the person of Captain Hobson of the Royal Navy, who planted the infant Capital of the Colony at Auckland, on the shores of the fine harbour of Waitemate.

  The New Zealand Company were at first most successful in the great enterprise which they had planned. They acquired from the natives large tracts of land in Cook's Strait, where they planted their little Settlements of Wellington and Nelson, Wanganui, and New Plymouth – peopling them with five thousand pioneer emigrants of a stamp better fitted to subdue the wilderness and rough-hew the foundations of an infant State, than any who had left the mother country since the days of the cavalier emigrants of Delaware, or the pilgrim fathers of Massachusetts.

  Unfortunately, however, violent dissensions soon arose between the Company and the Colonial Office, and suicidal quarrels soon followed between the Company's agents in the southern Settlements and the Government officials in the north. Two or three of the native tribes, encouraged by this enfeebling division between the two new powers which had appeared in the country, assumed a hostile attitude, ventured to repudiate the sale of the various districts which the Company's agents alleged had been fairly purchased, and committed numerous acts of trespass and petty violence. The Government authorities, instead of checking these first manifestations of turbulence with a firm and vigorous hand, pursued a feeble policy of over-conciliation and non-interference, until at last, the disaffected natives, believing themselves to be the stronger power, broke out into open rebellion. A small military force was brought over from Australia, and a series of smart skirmishes took place between the troops (ably supported by bands of friendly natives), and the rebels, led by the northern chiefs, Hone Heke, and Kawiti. Life 
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  and property now became insecure, both in the north and the south; many of the Company's pioneer settlers, driven from the lands on which they had expended their little all, now abandoned the country where they had been so ruined, others joined the troops and volunteered against the rebels; trade, immigration, agriculture, were stopped, and the little fields won from the wilderness were given up to the dock and the thistle.

  At last, after a gloomy and inglorious period of several years of misgovernment, anarchy, and confusion, brighter days began to dawn. In 1845, an urgent petition from the remnant of the long-suffering pioneer colonists was laid before Parliament by the lamented late Charles Buller; it led to a three nights' debate, and was virtually supported by Sir Robert Peel, Lord John Russell, Earl Grey, and a large majority, both in the Commons and Peers. The Colonial Office "aborigines-protecting" policy of pampering the natives to the destruction of the colonists was renounced, and Captain Fitzroy, (second governor) was superseded by Sir George Grey. Additional troops were sent out. Heke in the north was chastised and compelled to sue for peace, Rauperaha in the south was taken prisoner and his tribe broken up; and from that day to this, a period of eleven years, no native has ever ventured to appear in arms against the Queen, whilst life and property have been as secure in New Zealand as in Middlesex or Kent. Trade and agriculture, the progress of settlement and the arts of peace, which had long drooped so low, now began to revive. The Scotch Settlement of Otago was planted in 1846, the Settlement of Canterbury was planted a few years later, and about 1850 the robust young Colony, which had battled its way through such an Iliad of disasters, began a modest career of slow but solid progress which has never since received a check.

  In 1851 the Australian gold discoveries took place, and at once gave a great impetus to every branch of industry in New Zealand. In 1853 the new Constitution, described hereafter, came into force, and placed the government of the Colony in the hands of the colonists. In this year, too, Sir George Grey, after a brilliant career of several years in South Australia and New Zealand, proceeded home, and received his present appointment at the Cape. Lieut.-Col. Wynyard, commander of the troops, became governor (pro tem.), and in 1855 this gallant officer was relieved by Colonel Thomas Gore Browne, under whose responsible rule, aided by the General Assembly and the provincial Parliaments, we may now hope to see the youngest but fairest colony of our empire become the favourite emigration field of thousands of our country-
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  men who leave these dense-packed islands to plant new homes in some less competitive and more roomy land.

  Such is the short outline of the history of New Zealand from Cook's time down to the present day. It has been asserted, by practical men who have seen New Zealand after visiting other colonies, that, if common good government from the first had spared the early disasters we have alluded to, the physical advantages of the young country, her soil and climate, her natural gifts, would by this time have attracted to her a population of a quarter of a million of the flower of British emigrants. Though, however, the deplorable misgovernment of New Zealand in her first days terribly crippled her progress and inflicted calamitous losses on her pioneer settlers, it has produced a counter, a beneficial, effect in making her a better emigration field for those who are emigrating now. Had it not been for this early misgovernment, the population of the Colony might have been tenfold what it is, when, necessarily, there would have been a tenfold appropriation of the best lands. Families emigrating to New Zealand in 1858 will find a population sufficiently large to have subdued the roughness of the wilderness, to have secured law and order, to have established society and social institutions, to have founded six thriving infant Capitals, and to have raised annual exports to the value of nearly half a million sterling; but they will not find a population sufficiently large – as in the United States and in the older emigration fields of Canada and Australia – to have taken the cream of the country by monopolizing town and village sites, garden valleys, water privileges, and the crack agricultural "estate-creating" lands. The present population of New Zealand does not exceed a handful of some 60,000 colonists, planted in six spots in a country larger, and by nature considerably more fertile, than the United Kingdom; and millions of acres, equal to the production of 30 bushels of wheat, or the grazing of five sheep per acre, are yet without trace of plough or fleece. Indeed, the early misgovernment of New Zealand has been well likened to the "thunder-storm," clearing the political atmosphere, and producing for the emigrant of 1858 such fruits as self-representation, security of life and property, cheap land and plenty of it, clear titles, and good laws.
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  CHAPTER II.

  POSITION, SIZE, PHYSICAL FEATURES, AND CLIMATE.

  POSITION. – New Zealand, as shown by the accompanying map, consists of two large islands, the north and the south, parted by Cook's Strait, a fine channel some 150 miles long by 50 broad; and of a small island called Stewart's, parted from the main by Foveaux Strait.

  The position of the country is one of the finest in the world. A popular writer says: – "Estimating the advantages of position, extent, climate, fertility, adaptation for trade – all the causes which have tended to render Britain the emporium of the world – we can observe only one other spot on the earth equally, if not more favoured by nature, and that is New Zealand. Serrated with harbours, securely insulated, having a climate tempered by surrounding ocean, of such extent and fertility as to support a population sufficiently numerous to defend its shores against any possible invading force, it, like Great Britain, also possesses a large neighbouring continent (Australia) from which it will draw resources, and to which it bears the relation of a rich homestead, with a vast extent of outfield pasturage. In these advantages it equals Britain, while it is superior to Britain in having the weather gage of an immense commercial field – the rich islands of the Pacific, the silver regions of South America, the vast accumulations of China and Japan, the marts of India and the Indian Archipelago, the Australian "El Dorado," are all within a few weeks' or a few days' sail."

  SIZE. – The latitudinal length of New Zealand is nearly 1000 miles, the greatest breadth is about 200, the sweep of the coast line embraces 1000 leagues. The country is said to possess an area of nearly 80 millions of acres; if so, it is rather larger than Great Britain and Ireland. Perhaps two-thirds of this area are fitted, more or less, for agricultural or pastoral purposes.

  PHYSICAL FEATURES. – New Zealand may be called a wooded highland country clothed with luxuriant evergreen vegetation. Its origin was probably volcanic. Several of the small elevations are old extinct craters, and shocks of earthquake are still occasionally experienced. They are now confined, however almost to the corner of the country around Wellington; and though in the last twenty years two have been severe enough to occasion the loss of three or four lives, the inha-

 Page 6
  WATER. – SCENERY.



  bitants of Wellington appear to regard them, and perhaps justly, with less apprehension than we might regard the prospect of a wet harvest or a bleak spring.

  Numerous wooded ranges of moderate elevation, and two snow-capped giants, Tongariro and Mount Egmont (7000 and 8000 feet), are found in the North Island; whilst a chain of rugged forest ranges, displaying mountain peaks 10,000 feet high, capped with perpetual snow, extends along the entire coast of the South Island, from Cape Farewell to Dusky Bay.

  The North Island contains only two or three moderately-extensive plains; but abounds in large luxuriant valleys, and in sheltered dells and dales. The surface character of many of the districts bears a striking resemblance to that of Devonshire. The South Island, on its western side, consists chiefly of the rugged mountain ranges just described; but on the east it displays some noble plains and open districts admirably adapted for the plough and the "golden fleece."

  Owing to the coast line of 3000 miles, the division of the country into three portions by the fine channels of Cook's and Foveaux Straits, New Zealand exhibits a multitude of bays, creeks, coves, estuaries, and anchorages; and possesses some of the finest naval and commercial harbours in the world, though these latter are found rather in separated groups than in equally-dispersed order along the coasts.

  One of the most striking natural features of New Zealand is the abundance both of water and of water power. Taupo is the only large lake, and New River, the Clutha, Thames, Hokianga, Wanganui, Waikato, and Manawatu are perhaps the only rivers navigable twenty miles up for anything larger than a canoe. But there are several smaller lakes, and the country from north to south is studded with rivers, rivulets, brooks, and burns, of the clearest, softest water, running over pebbly beds, and bearing a close resemblance to many of our trout and salmon streams, such as the Dove, Tamar, Deveron, Tweed, Don, and Dee.

  CLIMATE. – In making choice of any new country in which to improve our fortunes and plant a home, "goodness of climate" ought to be one of the first considerations. With the great majority of emigrants, however, it is one of the last considerations. As a people, we enjoy robust health in this country; but we don't seem to be awake to the fact that we owe this great gift mainly to our temperate and bracing climate. We accept our health as if we were entitled to it,
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  and don't care to know how or whence it comes. When we think of emigrating, our first question is, "Can I get rich there?" the last, "Is the climate good there?" The order of the enquiry should be reversed. A good climate is a rich gift in the old country we may leave; but it is a far richer gift in the new country we may emigrate to, and these truths are well put in the following passage from Hursthouse's New Zealand, named at page 112: – 

  "In old countries like England, art may certainly lessen our dependence on climate. If we are to dine with a friend three counties off, snow, sleet, or rain, we step into a flying parlour, and are borne to the feast without a feather ruffled. If, instead of flowers, spring bring us bitter east blasts, we pile up the fire, and hibernate in warm snuggeries through a vernal winter; whilst for coughs, colds, ague, and bronchitis, 'M. D.' is round the corner. In England, too, half the people have no climate – they pass their lives in shops, offices, mines, mills, and manufactories, where science has taken hot air and cold air, and cooked up an artificial substitute for climate. But in new emigration countries, where we lead a wholesome out-door life, and face the weather in the fields, where, instead of brick and slate, it may be weather-board and shingle, where we have to rough it more, and where the doctor is not round the corner, our dependence on climate is almost absolute. And in making choice of any new land, 'goodness of climate' should unquestionably rank as our first requirement, for on this will depend our health and strength, and on the continued enjoyment of health and strength will mainly depend our happiness and success."



  The climate of New Zealand might almost be described in one sentence as the "climate of England with half the English winter;" and in suitability for the people of the British isles, in recruiting or sanatory properties for the invalid, and in marked fitness for all agricultural and pastoral purposes, it unquestionably deserves to rank as one of the finest in the world.

  TEMPERATURE. – The summer is not sensibly warmer than in England, whilst the winter is seldom colder than a cold English April or October. New Zealand, being in the southern hemisphere nearly opposite England, the seasons are, of course, reversed; July being the coldest month, January (the harvest month) the hottest. All native trees and plants being evergreens, there being no autumnal fall of the leaf, the country appearing almost equally green at all periods of the year, the change of seasons is far less marked than in England, and is, indeed, so gradual as to be scarcely appreciable. September, October, and November are, however, 
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  generally called spring; December, January, and February summer; March, April, and May, autumn; June, July, and August, winter.

  MEAN TEMPERATURE OF THE FOUR SEASONS IN VARIOUS COUNTRIES.

 
 
	  Country.


	  Spring.


	  Summer.


	  Autumn.


	  Winter.


	  Mean of Year.


	  Mean difference 

between 

Summer and Winter.




 
	  London


	  49


	  62


	  52


	  40


	  51


	  22




 
	  New Zealand


	  56


	  66


	  58


	  52


	  58


	  14




 
	  Madeira


	  63


	  70


	  68


	  60


	  65


	  10




 
	  Nice


	  56


	  73


	  62


	  48


	  60


	  25




 
	  Naples


	  59


	  71


	  65


	  49


	  61


	  22




 
	  Sydney


	  64


	  71


	  64


	  55


	  63


	  16






  This may be taken as about the mean for the central parts of New Zealand. Otago would be about five degrees colder; whilst Auckland and Nelson, which latter enjoys a semiartificial climate, would be about four degrees warmer.

  The most accurate idea of the temperature and climate of a country is, however, best conveyed to the general reader by telling him what it will and will not grow and ripen. New Zealand produces, in perfection, every English-grown grain, grass, fruit, and vegetable. Wheat, potatoes, onions, apples, plums, peaches, and their congeners, are excellent in quality, and the peach bears profusely as a standard. The vine thrives in the open air, perhaps a little, but a very little, better than in England. Oranges, loquats, pomegranates, and two or three semi-tropical fruits will occasionally ripen in the warmest parts of the North Island; but in a poor way, and much as they might do in a hot Jersey valley. Maize (Indian corn) is raised by the natives in the north, in sheltered spots; but it will not generally ripen, and is not grown as a farm crop. Geraniums and myrtles, attaining a shrub size, and various delicate plants which require the green-house in England, flourish through the winter in the open air; and generally it may be said that the few fruits and plants which grow in New Zealand, but which will not grow in the British isles, are not those which require more summer heat, but those which require less winter cold.

  WINDS, FROST, RAIN, AND DIFFERENCE OF CLIMATE. – Otago and the southern coasts are subject to boisterous gales of cold, wet wind; and New Zealand, generally, is perhaps a more breezy country than England.
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  In winter mornings, a crust of ice is occasionally seen on the pools and road splashes. In Otago a sprinkling of snow will occasionally lie on the ground for two or three days, and in Canterbury for a few hours; but, except on the high mountain tops, snow is seldom or never seen in the North Island. The inch fall of rain is rather greater than in England, but there are more dry days: the average number of days in the year when no rain falls being about 200 in England, and 230 in New Zealand. Fogs are rare, and thunder storms less frequent than even in the British Isles. There is but little twilight; in summer it is dark about an hour earlier than in England, in winter, about an hour later.

  Portions of the Auckland, Nelson, New Plymouth and Wellington Provinces are considered to enjoy the finest climates, and invalids or delicate emigrants generally settle in one or other of these districts. Both in salubrity and pleasantness, however, the climate of any part of New Zealand, except perhaps in the extreme south of Stewart's Island and the shores of Foveaux Strait, is probably superior to the climate of any part of Great Britain; and none but the delicate or consumptive need be influenced in their "choice of province" by any climatic superiority which one province may possess over another.

  SALUBRITY. – The salubrity of the climate is a feature which our invalid families who emigrate to the Continent to escape the British winter, and the British income-tax, might do well to study. The 58th and 65th Regiments have been stationed in New Zealand several years, and the following officially-compiled tables of the health of troops stationed in different parts of the world, by Dr. Thompson of the 58th (his report, in extenso, appears in the Parliamentary Blue Book, August 7th, 1851,) prove the salubrity of the climate in a remarkable manner, and have been the means of drawing considerable attention to New Zealand among our invalid classes: – 

  GENERAL MORTALITY.

  NUMBER OF SOLDIERS IN 1000 WHO ANNUALLY DIE FROM DIFFERENT DISEASES ON VARIOUS MILITARY STATIONS.

 
 
	  New Zealand.


	  8 1/4




 
	  Great Britain.


	  14




 
	  Australia


	  11




 
	  Cape of Good Hope.


	  15




 
	  Malta


	  18




 
	  Canada


	  20
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  CONSUMPTION.

  NUMBER OF SOLDIERS IN 1000 ANNUALLY attacked, AND THE NUMBER WHO ANNUALLY die FROM CONSUMPTION, ON VARIOUS STATIONS.

 
 
	 


 	  Attacked.


 	  Deaths.




 
	  New Zealand


 	  60


 	  2.7




 
 	  Great Britain


 	  148


 	  3.0




 
	  Australia


	  133


	  5.8




 
	  Cape


 	  98


 	  3.0




 
 	  Malta.


	  120


	  6.0




 
	  Canada


	  148


	  6.7






  The large families of the colonists, and the robust appearance of the children, tend to corroborate the extraordinary conclusion forced on us by these military statistics.

  The Registrar returns for one of the Settlements show that out of 1247 children under fourteen, there were only seven deaths in the year, or one for every 178! The total number of deaths per 1000 was about 5; whilst the total number of births per 1000 was nearly 45! One or two families have left even Madeira to settle in New Zealand, and already some hundreds of people from Nova Scotia 1 and our North American possessions, influenced partly by climatic considerations, have actually removed or re-emigrated 12,000 miles, to settle in the Province of Auckland! The purity of the atmosphere produces a buoyancy of spirits in the English constitution destructive of spleen and hypochondriasis; and there appears to be no reason to doubt that, as the country and the climate become better known, New Zealand will become the "sanatorium" of a large body of what may be termed wealthy invalid emigrants – families who, cultivating a few acres for amusement near the towns, and profiting by the fine natural scenery and the really good society of the young Land, will invest their capitals at £10 and 163;15 per cent., and so nurse up both purse and person.



 1 This extraordinary emigration movement appears to be spreading to Canada. In the late address of the Lieutenant-Governor of the Auckland Province to his Provincial Council there occurs this passage: "It is known that the agent for a large number of intending immigrants from Canada has for some time past been seeking to have a suitable locution in this Province set apart, so that he might be able to advise his principals that on their arrival here no difficulty would be found in obtaining sufficient laud upon which they might settle in a body. Already an experiment in this mode of colonisation by small communities has been tried with success in the Wangarei district by immigrants from Nova Scotia, amongst whom the beneficial effects of unity of purpose, mutual support, and hearty co-operation in overcoming the difficulties incident to a new Settlement, have been strikingly developed." 



 In the Toronto "Colonist," too, of Dec. 3, 1857, we notice the following article (abbreviated); whilst the letter from the Canadian settler to Mr. Hursthouse (p. 23) which has been obligingly handed to us for publication, shows that even the Upper Canadians are beginning to discover that they might probably have found a better emigration field than the one they have chosen. 



 "To the Editor of the Daily Colonist. – Sir, – Owing to the false representations made of this country in England, and the disappointments English emigrants have met with, many late arrivals as well as some old settlers are now forming a Society for the purpose of despatching a special agent to New Zealand to report on the reputed advantages of that country and the best means of reaching it. A Treasurer will be appointed and subscription books opened in a few days. By inserting this in your widely-circulated Paper you will confer a great favour on a disappointed "EMIGRANT." 



 But it is not only from our North American Colonies that New Zealand is beginning to attract people – she has drawn over many settlers from Australia. In the first great rush to the diggings, a few of the New Zealanders were naturally carried to Ballarat and Bendigo, but not one of them, it is said, ever permanently settled there – they returned to invest their earnings in New Zealand land; whilst at the present time, several members of the mercantile and trading community, together with some of the principal stock-owners and flock-masters in New Zealand, are people who have re-emigrated thither from some one or other of the Australian Colonies.
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  CHAPTER III.

  NATIVES; ANIMAL, VEGETABLE, AND MINERAL KINGDOMS.

  THE NATIVES. – The New Zealanders, or Maories as they call themselves, are supposed to have emigrated in canoes from Hawaii, one of the Sandwich Islands, (distant across smooth seas some 4,000 miles), about 500 years ago.

  Hostilely divided into numerous petty tribes, their chief pastime and pursuit, for many years, seems to have been that of destroying each other; and until they were brought under the benign influence of the missionaries and the early colonists about a quarter of a century ago, the war-club appears to have been ever in their hands. Owing mainly to these internecine feuds, their numbers have been so reduced, that the entire population probably does not now exceed 50,000, nineteen-twentieths of which are located in the north island.

  In personal appearance they are not unlike burly, well-bronzed gypsies, and both in physical and mental qualities, even the remnant of them must be pronounced the finest race of aborigines with which the Anglo-Saxon has ever mixed in the work of colonisation. Cannibalism has long been an extinct custom among them, and with scarce an exception, they are now all missionary converts, paying a close and somewhat sanctimonious attention to Sabbath observances and the forms of Christian worship. The majority of the young people can both read and write their own language, and the Bible has long been a familiar book to all.

  By the treaty made with them by the Crown, when New Zealand was proclaimed a colony, and they surrendered the sovereignty of the country to the Queen, both islands were formally admitted to be their property, and the Crown
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  pledged itself to acquire all lands needed for colonisation, only by the way of friendly purchase. This agreement has been sacredly observed. The whole of the south island, where virtually there was no native population, has been acquired in this manner; but full half of the north island is yet in their own hands – though they neither use nor have the slightest chance of ever requiring to use one acre per thousand of the magnificent districts they thus possess. Independently, however, of this noble, though unfruitful landed estate, they possess a considerable property in stock, cultivations, coasting-vessels, flour-mills, and money; some have accounts at the bank, others take shares in local companies; and for an aboriginal race, they are not only well off but even wealthy.

  In the neighbourhood of the towns and Settlements, they are fast adopting European dress and habits. They perform but a trifling amount of labour for the colonists, working, when they do work, for themselves. They produce a considerable quantity of agricultural and other produce for the markets, and are profitable consumers of groceries, tobacco, and other commercial imports. They are great smokers, but, as a race, not intemperate; and like to take part at races and regattas, and to mix in all the amusements of the colonists.

  Ever since the skirmishes with Heke and Rauperaha – and even then the Government found many more neutrals and allies among them than it did enemies – the relations between the two races have been of the most peaceful and commercial character. Disputes between rival tribes as to the ownership of land occasionally lead to a sort of "faction fight," but as a people they are orderly and inoffensive; and in regard to security of life and property the New Zealand colonists have probably less to apprehend from the remnant of the native race, than we in England have to apprehend from thief and burglar, strikes, riots and mobs.

  Despite the wealth of the Maories, however, despite their noble freeholds of stream and forest, their ability to surround themselves with European comforts, and their perfect freedom from all shadow of oppression by a dominant race, they are, undoubtedly, a still decreasing remnant. Old colonists, who have long lived among them, assert that fifty years hence there will not be a thousand left, and that in a few years they will exercise no greater influence in the country than the nomad gypsy race may do in the British Isles. 2

  Some indications have lately been manifested of a desire 
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  on the part of the remnant of the Waikato and Taupo tribes to place themselves under the protection of a sort of elected Maori King, with a view of consolidating their position in the country, and of devising means for the preservation of their race. Such a scheme, if it could be carried out, might be productive of excellent results. Since the influence and powers of the chiefs have been broken down or restricted under missionary teaching, one of the greatest difficulties the Government has had to contend with has arisen from the non-existence of any acknowledged native ruler or head man, who could be appealed to and gained over in support of the proffered improvements of civilisation. At a native meeting, however, held for this purpose at Rangari, the speakers differed so widely in their views, that it is to be feared that the disunion and jealousies of tribes, which seem ever to have exercised a fatal influence over the native race, will still prevail, and that this partial agitation for some Maori Ruler will end in the usual finale of pigeating and speech-making.

  ANIMALS. – It is a singular fact, that a large country like New Zealand, abounding in food and covert for game of all descriptions, is without a single indigenous wild animal. With the exception of two or three harmless lizards, the Kiore, a small and now scarce rat, is the only four-footed native creature found in either of the great islands.

  To make amends for this deficiency, however, New Zealand is equally destitute of reptiles. There is not a single snake of any description, and not even an insect so noxious as the English wasp. Rats, and, more lately, mice, have been brought in by the ships. The pig, originally introduced by Cook, straying from the native villages and breeding in the forests, has become a wild animal in many of the remote districts; and the cat, though to a much smaller extent, and even a few cattle, electing to become Ferae Naturae, have followed the unworthy example of the pig.

  Pheasants and partridges have been introduced, and the country is admirably suited for hare, rabbit, wild turkey, and red and fallow deer.

  BIRDS. – There are about fifty species of birds, including two or three varieties of hawks, and as many of rails and parrots. Some of the smaller birds are fine songsters, but among the whole, the wood-pigeon, the wild duck, and a small (south island) grass quail, are the only three for the gun. Rooks, sparrows, starlings, and many of the English singing birds, might, we think, be introduced with advantage both to the farmer and to the lover of English sights and sounds.

  INSECTS. – The insects, generally, are much like those of England, and are about as numerous. Sand-flies and mus-
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  quitoes are found in the bush and about new clearings, but soon disappear before cultivation. Ants are rarely seen, and there are no hornets, wasps, or earwigs. The circada, a noisy summer chirper, the weta, an ugly, but quite harmless, scorpion-like thing, and the koeke, a flying grasshopper, are the three most foreign-looking members of the entomology. The common garden bee, introduced with extraordinary success, now frequently swarms in the woods, and here and there stores a forest tree with the finest honey.

  FISH. – The streams are almost as destitute of fish, as the woods are of game. Fine eels are common in every brook; but with this exception, and that of the grayling (very scarce) and the white-bait, the thousand and one streams of New Zealand, afford no fish worth catching. Sea fish are, however, plentiful, and the Hapuka, and three or four other varieties are fair table-fish. Lobsters are not found, and crabs and shrimps are small and worthless; but fine crawfish, cockles, and oysters abound.

  VEGETABLE KINGDOM. – -New Zealand is the land of greenwood. Vegetation runs riot: sea-spray crags, shore-margins, plains, valleys, mountain-steeps, are alike clothed with perpetual verdure; and the teeming growth, and vigorous freshness of the wild shrubberies and forests, have been the admiration of every visitor since the days of Cook. Of plants, from humble shrub and creeping daisy up to the king of trees, the noble kauri, there are nearly 650 distinct species; and it is worthy of remark, that nature seeming expressly to have fitted the islands for colonisation by endowing them with a mild and bracing climate, and with an Animal Kingdom devoid of noxious beast or creature, has been equally provident in the Vegetable Kingdom-for as in the one there is no venomous reptile, so in the other there is no poisonous plant. 3

  In England there are scarcely forty varieties of indigenous trees – in New Zealand, including shrubs over twenty feet high, there are upwards of a hundred; and of these, probably half are trees attaining a size large enough to entitle them to rank as "forest trees."

  Among the most common timber trees in present use, are the kauri, and the red and the white pine, (frequently displaying clear branchless stems eighty feet long by five feet in diameter, and without a knot,) adapted for every purpose of
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  house and ship-building; the puriri, or iron wood, equal in durability to teak or oak; the rata and the pohutukawa, used for ship-timbers and wheelwright's purposes; the kohekohe, and others, used for shingles, split-stuff, and fencing; and the totara and a variety of fancy woods, adapted for general purposes, for furniture and turnery.

  Among the smaller trees and tree-shrubs ("light bush") growing about the edges of the great forest, or clothing the dells and valleys of the open country, are found three varieties of the beautiful fern-tree, frequently met with forty feet high, the elegant nikau, the sweet-scented manuka, the fruity poroporo, the laurel-like karaka, the ngaio, the fragrant veronica, and the gigantic myrtle; and these beautiful evergreens intermingled with the Australian acacia and blue-gum, and the English rose, laurel, lilac and laburnum, form shrubberies around the New Zealand cottages of a beauty and variety impossible to describe.

  The common fern, (pteris esculenta) the phormium tenax (New Zealand flax), the tutu bush, the ti tree (a sort of palm), the toetoe and raupo (useful thatching and hut-building plants), and about twenty varieties of wild grazing grasses, form the most common vegetation of the plains and valleys. The fern, more or less intermingled with the latter plants, covers immense districts in both islands, and frequently attains a height of five and six feet. The root (just softened in the embers) was formerly the chief bread substance of the natives; and is still the chief provender of the wild pig. The phormium tenax is a flag-like shrub, throwing out a bunch of splendid leaves four to five feet, long, by three inches broad, and bearing a profusion of pink blossoms, much frequented by the bee. This is the plant which, before the introduction of the blanket and European clothing, supplied the natives with all the material for their mats and garments. In its green state, strips of it tied together are commonly used by the colonists as rough string, and a great and increasing portion of the rope and cordage required by the fleet of coasting vessels is now manufactured in the Colony from the prepared fibre. The fibre is reputed to be the strongest vegetable substance known; and from the luxuriant abundance of the plant, its quickness of growth, and improveability by cultivation, it is expected that the preparation and export of the fibre will eventually become an important branch of colonial industry.

  In addition to the number of valuable trees and plants indigenous to New Zealand, her vegetable kingdom has received great extension by the introduction of exotics. Many of the ornamental Australian shrubs-blue gum, acacia, Norfolk Island pine-and many of our English trees, such 
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  as elm, beech, willow, fir, ash, and oak, are already introduced; every grain, fruit, flower and vegetable of the British isles is now seen in full perfection in the fields, orchards and gardens; cresses mantle the little homestead brooks, and mushrooms abound in the pastures; whilst clover, turnip, cabbage, carrot, spinach, mint, thyme, and various stray vegetables and garden plants, spreading themselves over the country in some apparently unaccountable manner, are found in many districts mixed up with the indigenous vegetation of the country, and almost threatening to oust even the vigorous natives of the soil.

  MINERAL KINGDOM. – The Rev. Richard Taylor in his able treatise on the "Geology of New Zealand," states, that from the peculiar formation of the country, coal, copper, gold, and the precious metals, probably exist in abundance; and his late Excellency, Captain Fitzroy, the second Governor of New Zealand, a good geologist and a scientific man, writes in one of his dispatches to the then Colonial Minister, the present Earl of Derby, as follows: – "Beneath the productive surface of these teeming islands, are mineral stores as yet hardly known. If from merely scratching projecting corners of the land, some dozen valuable minerals have been discovered – coal, iron, silver, lead, tin, copper, nickel, manganese, alum and sulphur – what may not be anticipated after a few years of research in the interior?"

  The early troubles alluded to in our "Historical Sketch;" the scarcity of capital, of labour, of combination, attendant on all pioneering colonisation; the necessity of the "first settlers" in a new country limiting their enterprise to the building of houses, the growth of food, the founding of villages, the making of roads; together with the circumstance of the "close-vegetation-covered" surface of the country rendering the accidental discovery of any surface-lying ores almost impossible in New Zealand, have hitherto prevented any, or much, of the latent mineral wealth of the Colony from being turned to profitable account. Nevertheless, sufficient evidence is even now before us to show that these early predictions of practical geologists on the spot are likely to receive substantial verification, and that, ere long, New Zealand may prove as rich under the surface, as she is in and on it.

  Excellent lime and building stone, sulphur, ochres, and various useful earths and clays are proved to be abundant; whilst the four most valuable minerals which a country can well possess – coal, iron, copper, gold – have already been found in both Islands in various accessible localities. Coal (required in New Zealand for the development of a steam marine, rather than for fuel, the forests being
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  sufficient to supply fuel for generations to come), has been found in the north, south, and middle of the country.

  The small quantity hitherto required for the forges and the few coasting steamers, has been obtained at the head of Blind Bay, near Nelson; but West Wanganui, a fine inlet just south of Cape Farewell, in the Nelson province, is reputed to possess the finest coal-field in either island; and it is here, we believe, where the new intercolonial Steam Company propose to plant a Settlement, and establish a depot. Indeed, the whole of the mountainous peninsula forming the north-west corner of the Nelson Province, would appear to be stored with coal if not with gold. A gold party lately prospecting in a new part of this district, reports, that – "vast quantities of coal were passed in very large seams, and a two-hundred-weight piece was broken off by us from one of the out-cropping seams." Iron is found in many localities, and some of the rocks on the Otago coast are so powerfully magnetic as to affect the traveller's compass. The beach at New Plymouth, for several miles, is formed of the finest iron sand. An imperial pint of this sand weighs four pounds, and a sixpenny magnet dropped on the beach is picked up covered with long steel-like crystals. The New Plymouth people are now directing their attention to the subject of turning this substance to commercial account as an export. Some time since, we directed one of our ships to bring home a fair sample of it, and the following is the report on its quality by an experienced practical metallurgist: – "I have made a careful assay, and find the lowest yield of iron 38 1/2 per cent, and the highest 59. I have forwarded to Mr. Carrington a piece of the metal I obtained from it, one side of which is polished, and displays a silver brilliancy equal to the finest steel." Copper has been worked, on a small scale, at the Kawau and Great Barrier Islands, near Auckland; but the most promising copper lodes at present discovered, would seem to be those of the Dun Mountain, near Nelson, where a mixed English and Colonial Company are about to commence mining operations with fair prospect of success.

  Gold has been discovered, though not so far in paying quantities, at Coromandel, near Auckland. Quite lately, however, it has been found at the Aorere, a rugged district, exhibiting numerous deep gulleys and mountain streams, some fifty miles north-west of the town of Nelson. Here, chiefly as yet, in the form of scales and minute nuggets, it has been found in considerable and remunerative quantities, under the boulders and about the edges of the water courses. Between 2,000 and 3,000 people had assembled at these infant New Zealand diggings up to November last, and some 12,000 to 14,000 ounces, of the
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  value of about £50,000, would appear to be about the quantity raised up to that date.

  Whether further "prospecting explorations" in the wild and unknown regions of the Aorere and the adjoining wilderness, will or will not bring more gold to light, is a point which time alone can solve; but unquestionably it would be opposed both to inferential facts, and to the laws of probability to venture now to say that the Aorere and the 400 miles of the almost similar untrodden mountain wilderness, extending from Cape Farewell to Dusky Bay may not, ere long, produce both their Ballarats and Bendigoes.

  We remark in the "Times" that 1500 oz. of the Aorere gold had lately been received in Sydney – and for the satisfaction of any of our "gold-curious" readers, we give the assay of a sample of it made for the celebrated Melbourne Bullion Broker, M. Khull.

  (COPY.)

  P. P, Gold Company, Melbourne.

  MR. KHULL, – 

  Gold dust 1 oz. Ingot No. 58, 19 dwts. 6 grs.

  Before melting After melting After sampling.

  19 dwts. 21 grs.

  Assay of Ingot marked 58,

  Carats 22 @ gross 1 4.8

  WM. BIRKMYRE, Melbourne.

  "The above assay of the sample of gold brought from New Zealand, proves its value to be in Melbourne 74s. per ounce, with exchange on London at par, and subject to an export duty of 2s. 6d. per ounce.

  "The average amount of charges (including freight, insurance, and all expenses on both sides) on gold sent from Melbourne to London is 3s. per ounce.

  "There being no export duty on gold in New Zealand the value in Auckland, with exchange at par, would be 76s. 6d. per ounce. When exchange alters, 9d. must be added or deducted for each per cent, of alteration.

  "EDWARD KHULL, Bullion Broker."



  Since the above was written, we have received Nelson papers confirming the general reports as to the richness of the Aorere, and giving the following extract: – 

  "News has arrived in Nelson which has created a great sensation. It is to the effect that Ellis's party, consisting of eight men, had, with two toms and a cradle, got out of the Slate River nine pounds' weight of gold in one day. It was also stated that another party, consisting of three men, had obtained at the Dry River three pounds' weight of gold in the course of one week. The statement with respect to the nine pounds' weight had been confirmed by a letter addressed by Messrs. Connell and Ridings, of Auckland, to their mercantile friends in Sydney." 





 2 An excellent account of the native race may be found in the Rev. R. Taylor's work, "Te Ika a Maui," and in Hursthouse's "Britain of the South," both procurable, together with Archdeacon William's grammar and vocabulary of the native language, at Stanford's, 6, Charing-cross, London.
3 The only known exception, we believe, is the Tutu, injurious to fresh-landed sheep and cattle, mentioned at page 45. The berry of this plant is not unlike the elder-berry: its seeds are poisonous, and the children of any newly-arrived emigrants, living where the shrub is common, should be cautioned against eating the berry. The juice, expressed by the natives and then boiled with a certain delicate sea-weed, makes a pink jelly, held to be rather a native delicacy.
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  CHAPTER IV.

  GOVERNMENT, LAWS, REVENUE, PUBLIC INSTITUTIONS.

  GOVERNMENT. – By the new Constitution, conferred on New Zealand in 1853, the country is governed in manner following. The Queen appoints the governor and the two judges, and withdraws from the Colony's public revenue some £17,000 a-year for a civil list; being £3,500 for the governor,£1,800 for the judges, £4,700 for the establishment of the general government, and £7,000 for native purposes; and the Queen, as yet, provides all military and naval forces, consisting, at present, of two regiments, and occasionally of one or two sloops of war.

  2. The general government of the Colony is vested in the "General Assembly," a tripartite body, which has hitherto held its annual session at Auckland, and which is composed of the Governor, the Legislative Council (some 15 leading colonists, chosen by the Governor and created for life), and the House of Representatives, a body consisting at present of some forty members elected by the people every five years.

  The Governor is aided and advised by a ministry, consisting mainly of a Colonial Treasurer, a Colonial Secretary, and an Attorney-General, with salaries of some £700 a-year. These ministers are all members either of the Legislative Council, or of the House of Representatives, and go out of office when they cease to command a majority in that House.

  3. Every man owning a freehold worth £50, or being a tenant householder in the country at a rent of £5 per year, or in the town at £10 per year, is qualified both to vote, for, or to be, a member of the House of Representatives.

  4. The Colony is divided into six Provinces: Auckland, New Plymouth, Wellington, Nelson, Canterbury, Otago; and each of these is locally governed by its "Provincial Council," a local parliament consisting of a chief officer called the Superintendent, and of ten to thirty provincial councillors, both chosen by the electors of the province every four years. Each provincial council makes the local laws for its own province, such as those relating to the sale and management of the public wild lands, to immigration, to roads, fences, highway rates, public institutions, and to all 
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  municipal matters; but every "provincial-council Act" has to receive the assent of the Governor and the ministry before it becomes law.

  Thus, the constitution of New Zealand bears some ostensible resemblance to that of Great Britain. The Governor is the Queen, the legislative councillors are the created (life) peers, and the House of Representatives is the House of Commons; whilst the six provincial councils may be called six immense rural municipalities wielding extensive governmental powers.

  ADMINISTRATION OF JUSTICE. – The civil and criminal law is virtually the same as in England. Two Crown-appointed judges, one residing at Auckland and the other at Wellington, constitute a northern and southern Supreme Court for the "jury trial" of civil and criminal cases; and they occasionally hold a short assize in the other chief Settlements. Intestate estates are vested in the registrars of these Supreme Courts. In each chief Settlement there is a Resident Magistrates' Court (answering to our county courts), for the recovery of debts not exceeding £100. When adjudicating in any native case, the magisterial judge is generally assisted by a native assessor, a sort of native magistrate. Local courts of this description for the trial of such limited debt cases, sit weekly or quarterly in each of the six chief Settlements, whilst here and there quarter sessions are held by the local magistracy for the despatch of the light and petty criminal business.

  PUBLIC REVENUE AND DEBT. – The general revenue of the Colony being that portion of the public funds expended by the General Assembly, is derived almost wholly from the Customs duties described in chap. 9, and amounts, even in these infant days, to nearly £150,000 a-year. The provincial revenue, being that portion expended by the six provincial councils, is derived mainly from the sale and lease of the wild lands of the various Provinces, and amounts already to about a similar sum.

  The Act of Parliament which conferred the Constitution on New Zealand most unjustly charged the trading losses of the New Zealand Company, losses amounting to more than a quarter of a million sterling, as a debt on the young Colony; and to pay off this debt and likewise to provide a sufficient fund for immigration and for the purchase of further portions of the North Island from the native owners, the Colony, under the guarantee of the Imperial Government, has now borrowed £500,000 at £4 per cent.

  The general balance-sheet of New Zealand, therefore, for the year 1858 may be roughly stated as follows: – 
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  PUBLIC REVENUE OF THE COLONY OF NEW ZEALAND FOR THE FINANCIAL YEAR ENDING JUNE 30, 1856.

 
 
	  Province.


	  Sales 

and Rents 

of Wild Lands.


	  Customs-Duties, 

and 

Small Receipts.


	  Total Revenue 

of the 

Provinces.




 
	 


	  £


	  £


	  £




 
	  Auckland


	  30,000


	  46,000


	  76,000




 
	  New Plymouth


	  200


	  5,800


	  6,000




 
	  Wellington


	  8,000


	  28,000


	  36,000




 
	  Nelson


	  23,000


	  12,000


	  35,000




 
	  Canterbury


	  18,000


	  11,000


	  29,000




 
	  Otago


	  4,000


	  5,000


	  9,000




 
	  Gross Total


	  £83,200


	  £107,800


	  £191,000






  Allowing for the effect of two years' increase of population, we may perhaps estimate the public revenue of New Zealand for the financial year ending June 30th, 1858, at nearly £300,000, and this sum, increased by a draw on the "borrowed money," will probably be expended in some such manner as the following; though from the fact of there being seven public exchequers, and the apparent confusion of the public accounts, it is almost impossible to discover in what proportions the revenue is really spent: – 

  1. General Government expenditure. . £100,000

  2. Six Provincial Governments do.. . 100,000

  3. Public Works and Immigration, &c. . 200,000

  [Total . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ] £400,000

  EXPORTS AND IMPORTS. – Exports, at present chiefly consisting of merino wool, and of a little oil, ore, flax, kauri gum, and spar timber, shipped to England; and of wool, oil, spars, timber, gold, dairy and other produce, shipped via and to Australia, amount already to nearly half a million sterling per annum; and will probably be doubled in another year or two, as flocks and herds increase, and the immense resources of the country become more developed by the influx of capital and labour. The present annual imports of the Colony amount to about the same sum; and consist of British manufactures and of tea, coffee, sugar, tobacco, wines, spirits, and colonial produce, imported partly through the Australian, markets, but for the most part direct from England.

  PATRONAGE. – The non-legislative officers of the General Government, consisting of some dozen resident magistrates 
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  and collectors of customs, half-a-dozen land-purchase commissioners, and a score or two of survey, post-office, and treasury officers, at salaries ranging from £600 to £200 a-year, and as many second-class employes at salaries varying from £200 to £100 a-year, are appointed by the governor and the ministry from among the best-qualified resident colonists; whilst the provincial officers, such as provincial secretaries and treasurers, with land sales and survey officers, harbour masters, police inspectors, road surveyors, &c., &c., at salaries ranging from £200 to £100 a-year, are appointed by the respective Superintendents of the various Provinces.

  CURRENCY. – The currency is exactly the same as in England, each coin bears the same positive and relative value. The Union Bank of Australia (Head Office, Old Broad-street, London) has branches at Auckland, Nelson, Wellington, and Canterbury, and issues its own paper; and the London Oriental Bank Corporation has lately opened a New Zealand branch at Auckland, and intends, we believe, to extend its operations to the other Settlements; but notes are proportionately far less common than in England, and three-fourths of the common every-day payments of the colonists are made in gold and silver.

  RELIGIOUS AND EDUCATIONAL INSTITUTIONS. – There is no state-church in New Zealand. There is a Church Establishment, comprising, we believe, now four bishops, various arch-deacons and a body of lower clergy; but it is an establishment supported by the voluntary contributions of its members, by certain endowments of the old New Zealand Company, by gifts and bequests of wealthy churchmen, and by pecuniary assistance furnished by societies in England for the extension of the church abroad.

  The Wesleyans are also a numerous and influential body in New Zealand, and maintain a large and active missionary establishment among the natives.

  The Free Kirk of Scotland is represented at Otago, Roman Catholics maintain establishments at Auckland and Wellington, and Dissenting congregations of various denominations are found in each of the six chief Settlements.

  The various Provinces have appropriated several thousand pounds of their annual public revenues to the endowment and support of Grammar and Free Schools; and these, together with the Church and Wesleyan colleges at Auckland, the private commercial academics and ladies' seminaries, and the flourishing Sunday schools of various religious bodies, afford means of secular and religious training, and no family now going to New Zealand would be without the means of giving their children a fair general education.
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  THE PRESS. – The "fourth estate" is well represented, the colonists supporting four bi-weekly and nine or ten weekly papers, besides one or two periodical reviews. The press is conducted with considerable ability; and some of the "leading articles" of the crack journals would not do discredit even to the London press.

 

  (The Canadian Letter alluded to page 10.)

  "C. Hursthouse, Esq. - - - - - Guelph, Canada West, Dec. 7th, 1857.

  "Dear Sir, – Accompanying this letter you will receive a 'Toronto Colonist.' Among the Correspondence you will find a letter to the Editor signed 'Emigrant.' I immediately wrote to the party, and have received a reply wishing me to meet him as early as possible in Toronto. I proposed going down early next week, and intend taking with me your valuable work, 'The Australian and New Zealand Gazette,' and other information which I have been collecting for a twelvemonth past. It appears that there is a large party of emigrants (mostly English) who have been allured to this country by the flattering accounts circulated in England during the last twelve months, of the prosperity of Canada and the Canadian public generally. They heard, too, that Government were opening up an immense tract of country in the 'Ottawa District,' where the lands were to be 'free grants,' according to the size of family and means of the emigrant – all of which I grant to be true. But all persons who are acquainted with the character of the land, and the inclemency of the climate in the 'Ottawa District,' will at once see the utter absurdity of bringing out a quantity of Englishmen to undertake the task of clearing a tract of country from which even in the best of seasons they could scarcely earn a livelihood, setting aside entirely all the little luxuries which they had flattered themselves would be within their reach when living upon their own freeholds. The country is well enough adapted to the Highland Scotch, and to persons of that description who have never known anything better than porridge and shanties. However, I am extremely desirous that this New Zealand agitation should be kept up, and I shall do all in my power to organize a regular Society, and endeavour to swell our ranks as large as possible, so that as soon as the winter breaks up we may be able to make a start. I propose to go to Toronto next week. I shall then hear what has been done. I shall decidedly oppose any arrangement that may be brought forward to send out a person to gain information and report upon the Colony, &c., as I consider we have all the information that can be obtained, and it would only be a delay and extra expense to go to work in that manner. I shall advise an immediate return to England, and the entire party to proceed out together in one of Messrs. Willis' liners.

  "P.S. – Would not the American cradle scythe be an excellent implement for cutting grain in New Zealand? A good workman would cradle with two acres per day of moderately heavy crops. At that rate, the expense of harvesting would be materially reduced."
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  CHAPTER V.

  THE SIX PROVINCES.

  NEW ZEALAND – or, as some colonists propose to rename the country, South Britain, or Zealandia, 4 – was divided by the New Constitution Act into six Provinces: Auckland, New Plymouth, and Wellington in the north island; Nelson, Canterbury, and Otago in the south.

  AUCKLAND. – The northern Province of the North Island is about half the size of England. Its length from north-east to south-west is 400 miles, its greatest breadth (near the parallel of 38°) is nearly 200 miles, whilst the sweep of its coast line embraces full 300 leagues. Its present British (pioneer) population approaches 18,000.

  The chief natural characteristics of this Province are these: – 1, a warmer climate, capable of ripening maize, and perhaps here and there the orange; 2, exclusive possession of the Kauri pine forests; 3, the presence of two-thirds (say 30,000) of the remnant of the native population; 4, possession of Lake Taupo, the largest New Zealand lake, and of numerous hot springs; 5, great facilities of water carriage – the various estuaries, creeks, and rivers offering transit for coasting craft, boats, and canoes, through nearly 1,000 miles of country; 6, some thirty harbours, four being first class, and eight equal to the safe entry of vessels of 400 tons.

  The reader may gain the best idea of this Province by glancing at it divided into five districts: – 1, the long Peninsula forming the northern portion of the Province; 2, the town of Auckland and its rural neighbourhoods; 3, the "West-coast" district; 4, the interior or "Central" district; 5, the "East-coast" district.

  The Northern Peninsula, from Auckland to the North Cape, is 200 miles in length, by from 20 to 40 in breadth.
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  In sea position and greater warmth of climate, it bears the same relation to New Zealand as South Devonshire and Cornwall do to England. The surface is broken by wooded mountain ranges of moderate elevation, and a large portion of the western side is covered with the Kauri forests, here attaining their finest growth; but the country is richly watered, and presents clusters of fertile valleys running inland from the numerous ports, estuaries, and river harbours which are scattered along both coasts. Here we find the infant Settlements of Matakana, Mahurangi, Wangari, Whangaroa, and Monganui, and the older ones of Kaipara, Hokianga, and the Bay of Islands, numbering their little pioneer communities of from fifty to five hundred settlers. Wangaroa, Monganui, and the Bay of Islands on the east coast (the latter one of the finest harbours in the world) have long been favourite recruiting stations of the American whalers. Hokianga and Kaipara, two fine estuaries on the west coast, are principal seats of the Kauri spar and timber trade; whilst Wangari, a flourishing district about midway between Auckland and the Bay, appears to be a favourite locality with the Nova Scotian and North American emigrants, some hundreds of whom, as before observed, have actually abandoned these countries and removed 12,000 miles across the ocean, to plant new homes in the "Garden of the Pacific."

  No part of New Zealand is so rich in historic interest as this northern portion of the Province of Auckland. Some future Macaulay may relate that here, unharmed, the missionary fathers first raised the cross among ferocious cannibals; here, the first press was set up, and the first Bible printed in the native tongue; here the early colonisation of the country commenced, and here stood Kororareka, the old Alsatia of the Pacific; here the Treaty of Waitangi was signed by the Queen's first Governor and her Maori Barons; and here the "Red Cross" first fluttered in the breeze, and gave to Britain a Britain of the South.

  Rich in early associations, the Peninsula is the reverse of barren in natural gifts. Here are the forests of Kauri, the finest flax, and the great stores of gum; here, from a hundred valleys, will come large exports of farm and dairy produce, corn and fruits and honey, and oil and wool; here, peach and nectarine, pear and mulberry, bow their branches fruited to the ground; and here, pomegranate and citron, olive and orange, might ripen in the summer sun.

  A fleet of small coasters keeps up a brisk communication between these little northern Settlements and the capital; and the most distant may now be reached, from Auckland, by sea, in thirty hours. A road, however, now forming, called
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  the great north road, will link them together by land, when Wangari, which may be called the central Settlement, will be brought within a day's ride of the metropolitan town. Government possesses land for sale around various of the ports and village Settlements we have named; and for delicate invalid emigrants, or for any who might prefer a warmer climate, combined with proximity to the sea, and the greater variety and "picturesqueness" of social life occasioned by the presence of a semi-civilized, native population, perhaps no part of New Zealand would be found more suitable than this peninsulated Devonshire of the Province of Auckland.

  TOWN OF AUCKLAND AND RURAL DISTRICTS. – Auckland, (South latitude nearly 37°) the thriving capital of the Province, was founded by the first Governor of New Zealand, Captain Hobson, R. N., in 1840. The town and neighbourhood number some 10,000 inhabitants, and the rural districts, lying within a circle of twenty miles, may number some 5000 more. A glance at the map displays its commanding mercantile position. Planted on a neck of level land only six miles across, it stands on two harbours, Manukau and Waitemate. An arm of the former virtually connects it with the rivers Waikato and Waipa, navigable for canoes through 200 miles of fertile valleys; an arm of the latter connects it with the rivers Thames and Piako, presenting water carriage through a hundred miles of country. Creeks and inlets of these two harbours indent the town and suburb shores at every point, and as a canal cut of three miles would unite them, and enable a frigate to glide from sea to sea, there is some reason for the boast that "Auckland is a young antipodal Venice, intersected by natural canals."

  The eastern (Waitemate) harbour perhaps deserves to rank as the finest in New Zealand, and is at present the one chiefly frequented by shipping; but the western (Manukau) is a fine ocean inlet well suited for a fleet of steamers, and opening a short marine highway to Kawhia, New Plymouth, and all the Cook's Strait Settlements to the south.

  Auckland is built on the southern shore of the eastern harbour, and a good metalled road of six miles, passing through continuous farms, villas, and gardens, leads from the town to the rising village of Onehunga, the landing-place or terminus of the western harbour. The town displays a line of wharfs and jetties, and two or three streets of shops and substantial warehouses, some of wood, but more of brick and stone; together with various modest public buildings, such as churches and chapels, Government house, barracks
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  gaol, banks, custom house, and local Westminster. The botanical gardens, Parnel and the little suburban bays, sparkling with the white villas of the wealthy merchants' offer many beautiful walks; whilst the high grounds behind the town present a rich combination of hill and harbour scenery scarcely to be surpassed.

  Auckland is the head (official) quarters of the missionary bodies, head-quarters of a regiment, head-quarters of native trade and intercourse, and at present head-quarters of the Governor and his little court; and these manifestations of progress and civilisation coupled with the commercial activity of the people, the constant arrival and departure of shipping, the daily coming and going of the native canoes bringing in produce and carrying back the returns, impart an air of animation, variety, and bustle to this little capital of the north, which is seldom witnessed in the early days of young colonial towns.

  The rural or home districts of Auckland may perhaps be defined as – first, the Isle of Wight (Waiheki) overlapping the harbour, and of the lands which fringe the north shore opposite the town, all now becoming dotted with small farms and clearings; second, Coromandel and the islands of Kawau and the Great Barrier; third, the belt of Pensioner Villages Onehunga, Otahuhu, Howick, and Panmure; and, fourth, the districts of Waiuku and Papakura.

  Coromandel lies nearly opposite the capital, about thirty miles distant across the Gulf. It possesses a fair harbour for small vessels, and is the centre of a large and flourishing timber trade. Here, and on the opposite harbour of Mercury Bay, the kauri pine and other valuable trees are fine and abundant. The whole district, in fact, from Cape Colville to the Thames, forming an eastern peninsula forty miles long, by fifteen broad, is well wooded, but rugged and mountainous; though here and there it presents some valleys and fertile garden spots. Gold has been discovered in the neighbourhood of Coromandel, and though present researches have not succeeded in finding it in commercially paying quantities, a strong belief prevails among practical men on the spot, that the Coromandel ranges will eventually give forth both gold and other ores in considerable abundance.

  The Kawau, a small island about twenty miles north of the capital, is chiefly remarkable as having been the site of some promising copper works, now temporarily abandoned, owing to the scarcity and dearness of the necessary mining labour. The Great Barrier, a large island, about fifty miles north-east of the Auckland harbour, to which it forms a good
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  outer breakwater, has also produced some copper. It is well wooded, and possesses a fine harbour in Port Abercrombie, where a vessel of 500 tons has been built. The coasts abound with the hapuka, the best fish in New Zealand; and the few native and European residents possess some thriving little cultivations and a few fine cattle. 5

  The Pensioner Villages were laid out by Government for a body of married pensioners (privates and officers), selected from among the most able-bodied volunteers in England; each private, on certain conditions of light military service, receiving the gift of a cottage and an acre of land. The experiment, in a civil or industrial point of view has proved successful – many of the men having acquired more landed property, and created clusters of little garden-farms which supply Auckland and the shipping with a considerable quantity of wheat, cheese, butter, poultry, vegetables and fruit. These Pensioners' Villages, connected with each other by good roads, lie about five miles apart, in a sort of irregular segment of a circle round the town and the suburban belt.

  Onehunga, the nearest, before alluded to as the rising port town of the western harbour, is six miles from Auckland; Howick, the most distant, about twelve.

  A few miles from Howick we reach Papakura, at present the frontier inland Settlement of Auckland – the natives not having yet parted with any of the inland tracts more to the south. Here are some good farms; and the whole district is gradually coming under cultivation. Waiuku lies a little to the west of Papakura, nearer the coast, between an arm of the Manukau harbour and the Awaroa stream, which latter runs into the Waikato. Here, a canal cut of about a mile, or a tramway across the portage, would connect the Waikato with the western harbour of Auckland. Owing to this fine position and the fertility and available character of the land, the Waiuku is becoming a favourite place of settlement. It has always had ready access to Auckland by water, and a fair road of some forty miles through Papakura and the Pensioner Villages has now, we believe, placed it in direct communication with the capital by land.

  Except the "North shore" Coromandel, and the Islands, which are all woody, these rural districts of Auckland, including the nearer suburban lands and the Pensioner Villages, consist of open level country, interspersed here and there with small bush, but generally covered with fern, toetoe, ti-tree, manuku scrub, flax, and coarse grasses – lands for the
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  most part reducible to cultivation at from £3 to £5 per acre, and capable (in grass) of feeding five sheep, or (under the plough) of producing thirty bushels of wheat per acre.

  The remaining three divisions of the Auckland Province, the "West coast," the "Central," and the "East coast" districts require but brief mention; for, although they comprise by far the largest and even the finest portions of the Province, they are (as yet) almost entirely in the hands of the natives, and offer little trace of European settlement or population.

  The West coast may be briefly described as an extensive district lying along the coast from Waiuku to Mokau, and bounded inland by the river Waipa – a tract of country some 100 miles long by 25 broad. It contains a fair proportion of agricultural land, and exhibits the two European Settlements of Whaingaroa and Kawhia. The former is a small Settlement, river-harbour, and missionary station, fifty miles south of the western harbour of Auckland, numbering, we believe, some 150 settlers. The latter, forty miles further south, an older Settlement and unimportant Wesleyan mission station, may contain about the same population: it possesses a fair harbour for coasters, and is the depot of a large native trade – shipping pork, potatoes, wheat, maize, and flax, to Auckland, and importing groceries and general merchandise for its native customers in return.

  The "Central District" of the Auckland Province consists mainly of the great valleys of the Waikato and the Waipa, and may be said to extend almost from the rural Settlement of Papakura down to lake Taupo and the northern borders of the Wellington Province. It embraces a tract of country 100 miles long by some 40 broad; and in genial climate, rich soil, striking scenery, water-carriage, and agricultural and pastoral admixture of forest, fern, grass, and flax lands, it is probably entitled to rank as the "Garden of New Zealand." The beautiful lake Taupo (sixty miles in circumference,) which so fitly forms the end of so fine a district, surrounded by lakelets, hot-springs, and chalybeate waters, may well become the site of some future New Zealand Cheltenham; whilst towering over Taupo, 7000 feet high, there is snowcapped Tongariro, forming a noble back-ground to these "Hesperides" of the Waikato.

  The fifth, or "East coast," district of the Auckland Province winds along the coast from the Firth of the Thames to Poverty Bay, and embraces a tract of country, say 150 miles long by some 30 broad. This was the coast first visited by Cook, and the names of many of the bays and capes are those given by our illustrious circumnavigator. The exten-
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  sive tract of country, forming the shores of the great Bay of Plenty, well deserves the character which the name implies; there being no part of New Zealand where the natives are more numerous or more industrious, and no part which produces such a quantity of wheat, maize, flax, pork, and other native produce (shipped coastwise) for the markets of Auckland.

  These three great southern districts, constituting two-thirds of the Province of Auckland, form the stronghold of the remnant of the native race. The "West coast," with the "Central" district, is the country of the Waikato, the most numerous and powerful of all remaining native tribes; and the "East coast" is dotted with the villages of what are commonly called the east-coast people. But the entire native population, even of this the most populous part of New Zealand, doEs not probably exceed 20,000, whilst the tract of country (under the plough) would be capable of maintaining a population of two or three millions of colonists.

  Though, however, Whaingaroa and Kawhia are the only European Settlements, there are several native villages and missionary stations scattered over the entire territory, and these are generally connected with each other by native paths, forest-tracts, and canoe streams. Here, the traveller will frequently meet with the "germ" of some future European Settlement: little knots of half-a-dozen white men, small frontier squatters, produce-collectors, native traders, old whalers, bush sawyers, and mechanics – who having renounced the small tyrannies of civilisation, have embraced the freer life of the natives, wedded the dark-eyed daughters of the land, and attached themselves to the native village as influential relatives and "art-teaching" members of the community.

  NEW PLYMOUTH. – New Plymouth, the western Province of the North Island, about 80 miles in extreme length by 70 in extreme breadth, is about the size of Yorkshire. Its chief natural characteristics are these: – 1, small but compact area; 2, moderate native population, say 8000; 3, fine climate, slightly cooler than Auckland; 4, utter absence of harbours, lakes, or large rivers, but profusion of small streams and water power; 5, possession of Mount Egmont, the most beautiful of mountains; 6, large acreage proportion of the finest agricultural land.

  There are not any outlying little Settlements in this Province. The inhabitants are concentrated in the village capital and in a belt of farms, hamlets, and clearings, lying around within a circle of ten miles. Of the three million 
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  acres which the Province may contain, about one third (the back or inland portion) consists of forest tracts of valuable timber, and the remainder (the open, undulating country along the coast) consists mainly of agricultural and pastoral lands of the finest character, watered by a hundred Tamars, Darts, Doves, and Deverons.

  The great, but the only, natural deficiency of this fine little Province is the absence of harbours – the shipping place of the town, even, being only an open roadstead. Large vessels anchor about two miles off, and passengers and goods are landed, and produce shipped, in large cargo boats. In the days of the New Zealand Company, the regular English ships seldom went on to New Plymouth; goods and passengers were generally landed at Wellington, and sent round by coaster. This practice was necessarily injurious to the interests of the place, and for several years past, at some risk and trouble to ourselves, we have made the vessels of the Auckland or northern branch of our line call at New Plymouth. 6

  It should, however, be remarked that the absence of a harbour is a cause of delay and anxiety rather than of actual loss or danger. Of the hundreds of small vessels which have discharged and loaded at New Plymouth during the last ten years there has, we believe, been only one wrecked. It is said, too, that there has never been a loss of life in landing passengers or in any boat accident whatever; and in the fine weather which prevails, cargo is probably shipped or discharged by the improved boat service as safely and expeditiously as it is in any port of New Zealand.

  New Plymouth (Taranaki), south lat. nearly 39°, about 140 miles from Auckland by sea, is the chief, and indeed the only, small town in the Province, and with the suburban hamlets of the Enui Hua, Omata, and Tataramaka may now number about 4000 people, the majority residing on their own little estates, within six miles of the village market cross. The Settlement was founded by the Plymouth Company of New Zealand, an association of Cornish and Devonshire gentlemen (Courtenays, Molesworths, Bullers, Trelawneys, &c.), which afterwards merged into the great London company, and was planted by Frederick Carrington, Esq., and a body of pioneer colonists in 1841.

  The village-capital is sketched by Mr. Hursthouse in the
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  following words: – "Snugly planted on the margin of the beach, embosomed amid gentle hills, and watered by the Huatoki, Mangotuku, and tributary burns, it displays its granite church and chapels, its little mills and breweries, snug hostelries, post-office, stores, and primitive shops; but affecting no 'town airs,' stands out before the world a robust hearty-looking village, famed throughout the land for its troops of rosy children, pretty women, honey, fine mutton, and dairies of Devonshire cream. The appearance of the place from sea, in fine weather, is very beautiful. The taste for sylvan scenery and quiet rustic beauty is gratified by the combination of stream and forest, glade and valley, pastures and trim fields dotted with cattle or yellow with corn; whilst for the Salvator Rosa eye there is the giant snowcapped mountain shooting up, from a sea of forest, 8000 feet in the brilliant sky."

  WELLINGTON. – Wellington, the southern Province of the North Island, is more than the third of the size of England and Wales. Its extreme length from north to south is nearly 200 miles, its greatest breadth from east to west nearly 140; the coast line embraces a sweep of 400 miles. The colonist population is about 14,000; the native perhaps about 10,000.

  The chief natural characteristics of this fine Province are these: 1, greater but partial liability to volcanic action; 2, possession of one first-class harbour (but only one), and two considerable rivers; 3, centrality of position on the great sea road of Cook's Strait.

  This Province is best sketched in three divisions, viz.: – 1, Wellington town and neighbourhood; 2, the Cook's Strait Settlements; 3, Wairarapa, and the Hawkes Bay districts.

  Wellington (south lat. 41 1/4°), the rising capital of the Province, about 180 miles by sea from New Plymouth, was the first Settlement founded by the New Zealand Company, and was planted by that eminent leader, the late Col. Wakefield, and a body of pioneer colonists in 1840. Standing at the entrance of Cook's Strait, midway between the northern and southern extremities of the two islands, Wellington occupies the most commanding central site in New Zealand.

  In commercial activity, town-like character, social and industrial features, Wellington bears a considerable resemblance to Auckland.

  The harbour is a beautiful sea lake, six miles in length, surrounded by wooded hills, and opening by a deep channel into the marine highway of Cook's Strait. The town, con-
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  taining a population of about 6000, occupies a fine position at the western corner of the lake. It displays a long line of stores, shops, and substantial warehouses standing on the margin of the water; and some considerable public buildings, and many snug villas, on the hilly terraces above. Like Auckland, Wellington is head-quarters of a regiment, and the residence of a bishop; and should it be made the seat of the General Assembly, it will become the occasional residence of the Governor and his tiny court, and take rank as the political metropolis of the Colony.

  In picturing to himself these little New Zealand towns, however, the reader should bear in mind that they differ radically from anything in England. When we are told that Auckland and Wellington are seaports containing a few thousand inhabitants, we might naturally suppose that they bore a certain resemblance to our second-class English seaports; and that they possessed about the same local and relative importance as Poole or Falmouth, or Bideford or Berwick. But the supposition would be utterly erroneous: the social features of the places are utterly dissimilar. The people of Poole, for instance, were born in Poole, have never been much out of Poole, speak "Poole English," have a small inheritance of "Poole ideas," and see no more of the reigning powers of the State and the governmental machinery of the country than may be compressed into the circumference of a "Poole Mayor." But the people of Auckland and Wellington and Canterbury and Nelson are people brought to one focus from all parts of the United Kingdom: Liverpool merchant and London clerk, doctor from Dublin, lawyer from Leeds, Cambridge M. A., tutor from Oxford, naval officer from Jersey, old cavalry man from Brussels, Indian invalid, Lincolnshire squire, shipwright from Portsmouth, brewer from Brighton, bishop from Christchurch, bricklayer from Bath, &c., &c., &c., constitute their multifarious populations. Each place, too, has its own little parliament and complete governmental machinery on the spot, and this description of population and mode of government, coupled with the greater romance and hardiness of young colonial life, impart a social variety, a vigour, boldness, and originality of character to these little antipodal communities, which we should find little trace of in the small town populations of the mother country. The New Zealand provincial metropolis, too, is not more different from the English town in social aspects than it is in physical appearance. Gas, and granite pavement, omnibus and perambulator, are things to come; streets are wider, buildings more scattered, shops more in the general store style, suburbs more
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  rural; "rus in urbe" is the dominant character, and the cornfield and the dairy farm almost border on the warehouse and the wharf.

  Evidences of the volcanic action which still lingers in New Zealand are now perceptible chiefly in the town and neighbourhood of Wellington. In the last twenty years two considerable shocks have been experienced; but, as remarked at page 6, the inhabitants, who are the people chiefly concerned in the character of the ground they stand on, do not appear to regard their occasional "shakings" as any serious drawback to the rise and progress of their infant city. Situated on the edge of the funnel of Cook's Strait, the town is swept by frequent gales of wind; and that excellent bishop, Dr. Selwyn, says with some humour that "no one can speak of the healthfullness of New Zealand till he has been ventilated by the breezes of Wellington, where malaria is no more to be feared than on the top of 'Chimborazo'; where active habits of industry and enterprise are evidently favoured by the elastic tone and perpetual motion of the atmosphere; and where no fog can ever linger long to deaden the intellectual faculties of the inhabitants."

  Wellington possesses few or no farm districts lying contiguous to the town. Picturesque wooded steeps rise almost perpendicular from the shores of the lake, and the country for twenty miles around consists mainly of densely-timbered mountain ranges cut up by gulleys and ravines; presenting many a dell and dingle, for garden, cottage, and villa, but offering little or no available land for the plough. The Hutt, a beautiful valley and thriving village about eight miles from the town along the shores of the lake, (a little Sicily of fruits, flowers, butter, eggs, poultry, and garden produce, but subject to occasional destructive floods,) is indeed the only agricultural district immediately in connection with the infant capital.

  THE COOK'S STRAIT SETTLEMENTS. – Though, however, the rugged forest belt surrounding Wellington isolates her, geographically speaking, from the open country of the plough and the fleece, she now possesses ready access to some of the finest agricultural and pastoral lands in either island. A fair road of 15 miles winding through the forest hills at the back of the town, and dotted with roadside cottage-clearings, leads to Porirua, a pretty lake and small village harbour in Cook's Strait. Here, lying along the shores of the Strait, commences a tract of fine coast country, some 100 miles in length by 20 in breadth; and here, virtually joining
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  each other and connected by a fair coast road, we find the "Settlement-districts" of Otaki, Manawatu, Rangitiki, and Wanganui.

  Manawatu, about 60 miles from Wellington, is a considerable river navigable for coasting craft. The colonists, perhaps to the number of some 300, are scattered along its banks; and possess a considerable extent of cleared land and some fine flocks and herds.

  Wanganui, 40 miles further north, is, however, the most important member of this chain of coast Settlements.

  Its river, running 100 miles through a bold and beautiful country, and exhibiting numerous native villages and cultivations on its banks, affords canoe water-carriage for a large amount of native produce, and admits vessels of 100 to 200 tons up to the town. The village-town, planted about two miles from the mouth of the river, is a military post, a leading mission station, and the head-quarters and chief depot of a large and flourishing native trade. It numbers some 1000 inhabitants, carries on a direct trade with Sydney and Melbourne, displays its custom house and stores, and boasts its newspaper, edited, too, we believe, by an accomplished gentleman, formerly connected with the "London Spectator."

  Otaki and various native Pah and clearings lie interspersed along the coast between the various Settlements we have named. Otaki is perhaps the most "Europeanized" of all the native villages. Here the son of the late Te Rauperaha, who was one of the most wily and ferocious savages of the Maori race, has built himself a good house, and entertains passing travellers with a friendly hospitality and an observance of civilised customs which might well excite the astonishment of his respected parent, could that anthropophagous worthy revisit the scenes of his early feuds and feasts. Indeed, thanks to the missionary exertions of Bishop Hatfield, the Rev. Archdeacons Taylor, Williams, and other labourers in the cause, the natives who dwell around these Cook's Strait Settlements rank among the most civilised of their race; and if their missionary training (as some assert) has not done much to impress them with the great truths of Christianity, it has at least done something to improve their physical condition, something to turn the idle mat-clad Maori into the busy cultivator and grower of corn and fruits.

  WAIRARAPA AND THE AHURIRI DISTRICTS. – A fair road past the valley of the Hutt, running inland from the head of the lake, places Wellington in communication with the Wairarapa plains, distant from the town about 40 miles.
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  This is one of the finest pastoral districts in New Zealand, and is now studded with the homesteads and stock stations of wealthy Squatters, rich in flocks and herds.

  Ahuriri, in Hawke's Bay, numbering about 1000 settlers, promises to become one of the most thriving Settlements in either island. It enjoys an excellent climate, possesses a fair river harbour for coasters, and is the centre of one of the finest pastoral and agricultural districts to be found in the whole of the Wellington Province. Napier, the village port, is about 200 miles by sea from Wellington, and about twice this distance from Auckland. It maintains a coasting trade with both places, though the former must, we think, become its principal market. Ahuriri is about 150 miles from Wairarapa; there are few or no natives along this coast; and it is probable that by-and-by the two districts will be joined together by a chain of agricultural and pastoral Settlements, all connected by natural or artificial roads, and all finding an excellent export market in their common provincial metropolis of Wellington. 7

  The interior of the Province, a territory some 100 miles long, by 60 broad, watered by the feeders of the Manawatu and Wanganui, traversed by the Rua Wahine range, and running up to the confines of lake Taupo, is comparatively little known. The native population is, however, small and scattered, and the tract exhibits various small plains and valleys, well suited for cultivation.

  NELSON. – Nelson, the northern Province of the South Island, like Wellington, is about the third of the size of England and Wales. Its extreme length from north to south is nearly 160 miles, its greatest breadth from east to west about 140, whilst the coast line embraces a sweep of nearly 500 miles. Allowing for the increase of arrivals from Australia, the result of the gold discoveries, the colonist population of the Province may now approach 13,000. The native population does not exceed 1000 or 1500.

  The chief characteristics of this Province are these: – smaller proportion of cultivable land, very small native population, profusion of deep sea harbours, and mineral wealth of coal, copper, and gold.

  Nelson, (south latitude 41 1/4°) the capital of the Province,
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  about 130 miles by sea from Wellington and New Plymouth, was the second Settlement founded by the New Zealand Company; counting the suburbs, it may now contain about 5000 inhabitants, and was planted by the lamented late Captain Arthur Wakefield and a body of pioneer colonists in 1842.

  Standing on the margin of a snug but somewhat confined harbour, at the bottom of Blind Bay, and nestling from cold south blasts under a wall-like circle of precipitous hills, Nelson enjoys a climate of brilliant serenity well fitting her to become New Zealand's bay side Brighton.

  Nelson, like Wellington, surrounded by a belt of hills and broken country (one of the hills is the copper mine Dun Mountain, from which so much is expected), possesses but little available land in immediate connection with the town. The chief agricultural districts in the neighbourhood are the fine valley of the Waimea, a tract under high cultivation; and the Motueka, a pleasant district lying across the bay. Aorere, the new gold fields, lying a little to the north of Motueka, have already been alluded to at page 17; and if these infant "New Zealand Diggins" prove as rich as they promise, the Aorere will unquestionably become the seat of a considerable Settlement.

  The northern end of the Nelson Province, washed by Cook's Strait, is a rugged densely-wooded country, indented with coves, bays, creeks, havens, and harbours of every size, shape, and capacity. Queen Charlotte's Sound, in the centre of the group, 25 miles long, with one entrance three and the other six miles broad, is a gigantic ocean dock, capable of berthing the whole British navy; and Pelorus Sound, a little to the north, is a like group of natural docks, embracing 250 miles of shore and beach. But the wooded hills rise so abruptly from the margins of these 101 harbours, that the whole of them put together scarce offer 1000 ploughable acres; and until New Zealand is equipping an armament for the conquest of China, or the repression of Russia in the Pacific, those ocean docks may prove ornamental rather than useful to her good Province of Nelson. At the same time it should be observed, that the land around many of them, broken as it is, is land capable of producing corn and fruits in luxuriant abundance; and looking at their fine position on Cook's Strait, at their centrality between the two provincial capitals of Wellington and Nelson, at the abundance of fish and timber which they afford, at the fine climate and magnificent bay and forest scenery which they possess, there can be no doubt that, as population spreads, many of them will become the seats of flourishing little communities, (fishers, sawyers, shipwrights, small farmers 
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  and invalids, &c.,) maintaining a ready communication with each other, and with the markets of Nelson and Wellington, by small steamers, coasters, and little cutter yachts.

  The principal pastoral district of the Province is the Wairau Plains, a tract about 60 miles in length, opening out into Cook's Strait at Cloudy Bay; but distant from Nelson, overland, by the circuitous route which the rugged intervening country renders necessary, nearly 100 miles.

  Wairau, and a line of coast and inland plains and downs running back to the boundaries of the Canterbury Province, but broken up by the Kaikoras and other ranges, constitute what may be termed the eastern or "Cornucopiae," half of the Nelson Province.

  A large portion of the western half appears to be a densely-timbered Alpine wilderness – a Black Forest region, unfitted for the plough or the fleece. Indeed, though running less into the heart of the country in its course through the Provinces of Canterbury and Otago, this rugged region (including in its Alpine ranges the highest peak in New Zealand, Mount Cook, 13,200 feet) extends along the western coast of the South Island, 500 miles from Cape Farewell to Dusky Bay. Speaking of this part of the New Zealand waste, Mr. Hursthouse says: – "It is a savage gloomy country, silent, desolate, and dreary. Here and there, in some secluded nook, a few miserable natives (lone remnants of early fugitives from the massacres of the eastern side), true 'children of the mist' and 'wild men of the woods' have raised their little huts to snare the kiwi and the weka unmolested and unseen. But this vast tract is unpeopled; millions of acres have never been trodden by human foot since their first upheavement from the sea. It is a country fresh from nature's rudest mint, untouched by hand of man – a region where, if anywhere, Audubon would meet the moa on the mountain top, and Owen stumble over the ichthyosaurus basking on the banks of the lagoon."

  We believe this description to be substantially correct; but it appears that the progress of discovery is likely to reveal more available land in this part of the South Island than there was reason to expect. The Buller and the Grey rivers are said to water certain tracts of fine pastoral country to the south of the Nelson Province; and there appears to be no reason to doubt that blocks of available land exist between the Highlands of the Canterbury Plains and the "Black Forest" region of the western shores; 8 whilst we may remember that if the Aorere sample of this rude wilderness be a fair sample of the bulk, this rugged west
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  coast may prove to be New Zealand's the true El Dorado of the South Pacific.

  CANTERBURY. – The centre Province of the south island is not much less than half the size of England. Its extreme length from north to south, is about 170 miles; its greatest breadth from east to west, about the same; the coast line embraces a sweep of 400 miles. The colonist population approaches 7000, the native population docs not exceed a few hundreds.

  The chief natural characteristics of this fine Province are these – Small, all but non-existent, native population, a rather cooler climate, possession of that curious harbour-stored projection Banks' Peninsula, and possession of the great pastoral plains of New Zealand, and of large tracts of open agricultural country, well fitted for the plough.

  Canterbury was founded by a brilliant association of peers, bishops, and commoners, patriotically interested in improving the character of British colonisation, and Lyttelton, its port-town (south lat. 43 1/2 °, about 200 miles by sea from Wellington and 230 from Otago) together with Christchurch, its young city of the plains, may be said to have been planted by John Robert Godley, James Edward Fitzgerald, and a body of pioneer colonists, in 1850.

  Port Victoria (old Port Cooper), the harbour of Lyttelton, though inferior in some respects to the Cook's Strait, and northern harbours, is a fine land-locked, ocean-inlet, and its duplicate planted at Deal, would be a cheap bargain to British commerce at the price of ten millions sterling.

  Lyttelton, counting some 1000 inhabitants, is a neat infant town, laid out with mathematical precision, and presenting an air of substantial finish seldom seen in the young Settlements of a new land. It is surrounded by a belt of steep grassy hills, crossing which, we come to the famous Canterbury plains – "three millions of acres rolling back in gentle rise, forty miles to the foot of the central highlands, watered by twenty rivers, and spreading north and south further than the eye can reach."

  A deep-fringe of fine cattle-grazing, and loamy agricultural land extends along the seaboard of this noble plain. But the great inland portion of it is a true pastoral country; composed, for the most part, of tracts of light loam on a porous subsoil, intermixed with pebbly tracts: all covered with perpetual herbage of various grasses; and admirably suited for the breeding and depasturing of sheep, horses, or cattle. It is bare of timber, and is intersected by many rapid streams, difficult to ford when swollen; but shelter
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  for young stock, for gardens and clearings, is easily obtained, owing to the quick growth of Australian, English and native trees and shrubs; fire-wood, building timber and fencing stuff, are close at hand in the forests of Banks' Peninsula; stock stations, shepherds' huts, squatters' homesteads, with their paddocks and patches of garden and cornfield, are dotted over it in every direction; flocks and herds are spreading from point to point; and it deservedly ranks as the finest pastoral district in either island, and as the true domain of the "golden fleece."

  Christchurch, the rural capital of the plains, about ten miles from Lyttelton, over the harbour hills, containing some 1000 people, is a considerable village pleasantly situated on the river Avon. The country around is dotted with corn-fields, pastures, orchards, and dairy-farms; and the luxuriance of crop, the sleek full-fed look of all domestic animals which these cultivations exhibit, prove that the ragged-looking tracts of similar soil which surround them, need but the magic touch of plough and spade to be clothed with a like mantle of blooming fertility. The physical "difficulty," if we may so express it, of the Canterbury Province, has been the connecting of the port-town of Lyttelton with this great plain; and the character of this difficulty, and the manner in which it will be overcome, cannot be more clearly stated than in Mr. Hodgkinson's business-like pamphlet: he says "The harbour of Lyttelton in Banks' Peninsula, is distant about two miles from the plain, from which it is separated by a ridge of hills about 1000 feet high; over which there is at present only a bridle path. Heavy goods are conveyed by water up the river Heathcote, to within two miles of Christchurch. This river opens into the sea about four miles north of the entrance to Port Lyttelton; but has a dangerous bar at the mouth, upon which several small vessels have been wrecked. This difficulty of communication between the port and the plains has hitherto been a great drawback to the prosperity of the Province, and a cause of much expense to newly-arrived emigrants; but it is likely to be soon remedied by a road over the hills, which is now in progress. A sum of £12,000 has been voted by the provincial council for the formation of this road. Instead of following the direct line to the plains by the present bridle-path (the highest part of which is 1100 feet above the level of the sea), the road is to take a somewhat circuitous course, by way of Summer, where the ridge is not so high. A short tunnel is to be made through the hill about 350 feet from its top, by means of which the highest part of the road will not be more than about 300 feet above the level of the harbour;

 Page 41
  OTAGO.



  the ascent from which will be sufficiently gradual to admit of heavily-laden drays and carriages being taken over."

  We are happy to remark that this road, though not yet completed for general traffic, has at last been formally opened – James Edward Fitzgerald, Esq., the popular Superintendent of the Province, escorted by a body of the leading settlers on horseback, having passed over it in a carriage in the month of August last.

  The principal small Settlements of the Canterbury Province are Kaipoi, a rising village port, a few miles from Christchurch on the banks of the Cam; Timaru, on the south coast; and Akaroa, Port Levy, and Pigeon Bay, in Banks' Peninsula. Akaroa is one of the finest harbours in New Zealand; and these little peninsulated Settlements, all possessing excellent ports, and all lying within three or four hours' run of the provincial metropolis, will probably become the seat of a large industrial population, supplying fish, fruits, vegetables, and firewood for the shipping and town of Lyttelton; and fence-stuff and building-timber for the shepherd princes of the plains.

  To this short sketch of Canterbury we are happy to be able to add the announcement, that the flourishing condition of the Province has again enabled the colonists and their Local Legislature to grant a further sum of £20,000 for the purposes of "Assisted Immigration," – a grant which will materially increase the supply of labour, and enable the authorities, during the next few months, to select and send out some hundreds of pastoral and agricultural labourers, steady mechanics, and picked working men.

  OTAGO is the extreme southern Province of the South Island. Its length from north to south is 170 miles, its greatest breadth (on the parallel of 44°) nearly 200; the coast line embraces a sweep of 500 miles. The colonist population is about 5000, the native not more than a few hundreds. Otago, as regards climate, occupies the same position in New Zealand as Scotland occupies in Great Britain.

  The chief natural characteristics of the Province are these: – Great area and coast line, colder climate, small, all but non-existent native population, and possession of large districts both of pastoral and agricultural land.

  Dunedin (S. lat. 45 3/4 °), about 230 miles by sea from Port Lyttelton, is the village capital of the Province, and may now contain some 1500 people. It was founded by an association of members of the Free Kirk of Scotland; and the Settlement was planted by Captain Cargill and a body of Scotch emigrants in 1848. Dunedin stands at the head of a fine
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  loch, thirteen miles in length, which may be said to form two harbours; the deep or seaward half running up to Port Chalmers, beyond which large ships do not come; and the shallow, inland, half, extending to Dunedin, and accessible only for small craft and light steamers. The agricultural operations of the Scotch settlers are chiefly confined to the valleys of the Taieri and Tokomoriro, a few miles south of the town; and to the banks of the Clutha, a semi-navigable river, some fifty miles distant. But perhaps half the Otago Province consists of interspersed pastoral and agricultural districts of considerable fertility, and though Otago is said to be too much of the sectarian Scotch Settlement to allow of her being altogether a place of pleasant residence for Church of England, or for English families, nature has been lavish in natural gifts; and as Otago becomes more cosmopolitan and attractive of population, there will we think be no Province likely to figure in the markets with greater exports of corn and wool.

  A small village is springing up at New River, in Foveaux Strait, about 150 miles to the south; and a young Settlement called Invercargill (well named after the veteran Captain Cargill) has also been commenced in the neighbourhood of the "Bluff." The remoteness of these little Strait Settlements, and the more boisterous, inclement character of their climate, may certainly prevent or retard their desired rise and growth; but they unquestionably command a large extent of good cattle grazing land, and occupy a position well fitting them to engage in such a pursuit as the Sperm or Black Whale Fishery alluded to in chap. 9.

  About 100 miles westward of Invercargill we find Dusky Bay, a remarkable group of harbours forming the extreme south-western ocean docks of New Zealand, abounding in fine timber and shoals of fish, but offering no available land for the plough.

  Stewart's Island, opposite Invercargill, across the Strait, though not officially included in the Province, may at present be regarded as an island county of Otago. Some little mixed communities of tens and twenties, – old whalers, natives, half-castes, &c. – are scattered about the bays of the island. It is well wooded, possesses some fertile little valleys, and several excellent harbours.

  COMMUNICATION BETWEEN THE PROVINCES. – Two or three Small steamers ply along the coasts, and keep up a sort of irregular steam communication between the five northern Provinces. A company, however, is about to commence operations under encouragement from the General and Provincial Governments for materially improving steam transit. It is proposed, we believe, to run a couple of pow-
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  erful screw-boats between the six chief Settlements, so as to keep up a regular weekly communication between each of them. 9 The regular vessels of our line, too, and other English ships, together with numerous Australian traders commonly visit two chief Settlements, and carry on passengers from one to the other; whilst a fleet of small craft is continually plying round the coasts, from Province to Province, and from trading post to station. Thus (save at Otago and New Plymouth, where the sea-journeying facilities are fewer) the New Zealand visitor, emigrant-traveller, or tourist, has seldom to wait more than a few days in any one Settlement without finding some means of prosecuting his journey to another.

  ROADS. – As yet, New Zealand's artificial, made roads are confined to mere circles of country surrounding the chief Settlements. But by beach, or by inland paths, plains, and passes, the country is traversable from north to south.

  From Auckland to New Plymouth, via Kawhia, it is a rough seven days' foot post-road, by the native villages and stations along the beach and cliffs; and from New Plymouth to Wellington through Wanganui, it is a similar but better eight days' road – practicable both for horse and foot. There is also a foot post-road by native paths and villages from Auckland to the Ahuriri, passing through a beautiful country.

  Mr. Hursthouse tells us, that "visitors and colonists, bush travelling in New Zealand, generally provide themselves with a native attendant, as guide, caterer, ferryman, and companion; carry a couple of blankets, some tobacco and a little tea; trust to native villages for pork, poultry and potatoes; and bivouac at night before a rousing forest fire of a dozen trees. Twenty miles a day is fair progress; and with a comrade, a smattering of the native tongue, and a couple of native guides, New Zealand 'bush travelling,' in variety of adventure, in scenery, in ludicrous mishaps, and robust enjoyment, alternated though by fits of intense disgust, beats a Highland walking tour by a hundred per cent."

  Land travelling in the South Island, is generally performed on horseback. A visitor or exploring emigrant would now ride from Nelson's Wairau Plains to Canterbury in about eight days, and from Canterbury to Otago in about twelve days, stopping at some sheep or cattle station almost every night. Stock, even now, is occasionally driven from Province to Province; and in a few years "bush hostelries" (the nuclei of little villages), will probably spring up by ferry plain and pass along the entire line of ride (700 miles), from Nelson and the Wairau, to New River and the Bluff.



 4 It appears to us that whilst the latter name might prove the easiest of adoption, either re-christening would be an improvement; and if precedents for re-naming colonies be required, they are close at hand. 

 New Holland has been re-named Australia 

 Van Diemen's Land ... " ... Tasmania 

 Port Philip ... " ... Victoria 

 Swan River ... " ... West Australia 

 Isle of France ... " ... Mauritius.
5 A company, with a capital of £50,000 has been formed in London for the purpose of working the old copper mine here, and of erecting saw mills and forming a whaling Settlement at Port Abercrombie.
6 It is true that we have carried out this arrangement with a view to our own commercial interests, but it is no less true that we have been influenced by a desire to promote the interests of the Settlement, and to place each of the six Provinces, so far as might be within our humble power, on an equality as regarded their direct communication with the mother country; and here, in appreciating this arrangement, we think our Plymouth friends have occasionally been somewhat forgetful of our good intentions.
7 A sort of Irish row, or faction feud, has lately broken out between two parties of the natives, here, and a company of soldiers will probably be stationed at Napier as a permanent constabulary force. Here, as two or three years ago at New Plymouth, the quarrel is confined entirely to the natives, and if it leads to Ahuriri being made a small military station as New Plymouth was, the quarrel will unquestionably benefit the Settlement.
8 See remarks, pages 119 and 119.
9 See note "A," page 105.
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  CHAPTER VI.

  AGRICULTURE, AND PASTORAL PURSUITS.

  ON these important subjects, we cannot perhaps do better than present our readers with the following communication from a colonist, now in England, whose long experience of New Zealand entitles him, we think, to be regarded as a good practical authority.

  Gentlemen, – I gladly comply with your request to contribute a few pages on the "Plough and the Fleece," to your forthcoming Hand-book, a little publication which I trust will make New Zealand more widely known in our emigrant circles, and be received as another indication of your desire to promote the public interests of that young colony of which your House has so long been the chief commercial and emigrationary representative in the mother country.

  It may be due to your readers that, in stating the following results of my own experience, I should premise that after visiting the Canadas, the United States, the Cape Colony, and New South Wales, I, some years since, accompanied by my brother, settled in the New Plymouth Province of New Zealand, where my father and a large family party eventually joined us; and where, Deo volente, I shall return ere long to pass my days – away from east wind and income-tax, and the fret and fume, and wear and tear of life's rough journey here.

  On our first arrival at New Plymouth we bought wild land and at once commenced the work of creating a little estate; and though our operations were on a small scale, I think we are fairly qualified to speak on "New Zealand farming matters;" inasmuch as for four years we bore a hand in every agricultural operation, from the first clearing and sowing of our little fields to the reaping and even handthrashing of the crop; whilst I think I may say that my father and brother were at one time two of the most advanced and scientific agriculturists to be found in our old neighbourhood of the good county of Lincolnshire.

  My own personal experience of converting "wild land" into "corn-field," was gained in the Province of New Plymouth; but I have been in all the six Provinces – comparing notes with fellow colonists in each, going over their clearings and cultivations – and the following observations are modified so as to apply to agricultural operations throughout the entire Colony.

  The space to which you have asked me to limit my remarks has compelled me to treat my subject with all
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  possible brevity; but should any of your readers desire to obtain any further information on New Zealand agricultural matters (or indeed on any New Zealand emigration matters) than is here conveyed, I shall always be ready to attempt to afford it by answering any of their inquiries, addressed to me, care of your firm.

  I am, dear Sirs, yours truly, 

 C. HURSTHOUSE. 

 Messrs. A. Willis, Gann, and Co. 



 

  AGRICULTURE. – WILD LANDS AND MODE OF CLEARING. – Our agricultural wild lands consist of three chief sorts- "fern," "grass," "bush." Contrary to popular opinion, I do not hold the soil of New Zealand to be, intrinsically, a very rich soil. It is a virgin soil of fair average fertility, but nothing more; and the great agricultural and grazing capabilities of the country arise from the combination of three great causes: -1, the peculiarly genial, manure-acting character of the climate; 2, the easiness of all after cultivation when the soil is once broken up; 3, the non-necessity of providing any "winter keep" for stock.

  The "fern" is land covered for the most part with a dense growth of the common fern, four to five feet high, intermixed with a bush called "tutu," and is thus cleared: – Choosing a dry breezy day, the fern is fired to windward, when the fire, creeping slowly through, shrivels up the tutu, and consumes the tops and branches of the green fern, together with all dead bottom stuff. The charred fern stalks are then swept down with a stub scythe, raked in ridges, and burnt; and the tutu stumps grubbed up, thrown in heaps, and burnt, or carted off. The land is then broken up six inches deep, with a strong iron plough (wrought-iron share) drawn by two or three pairs of oxen. After lying a week or two to dry and pulverize, it is harrowed, and the fern root is then raked up, heaped, and burnt. A light cross-ploughing is then given, when the land (after lying in a kind of "maiden-fallow" from three to six months) 10 – will be reduced to a fine tilth, fit for any crop. The expense of this process varies from £3 to £5 per acre, according to the heaviness of the fern and tutu.

  "Grass" land consists of coarse grasses, intermixed with scrubby fern, flax, dwarf tutu, toetoe, and ti-tree. Where these intermixed shrubs grow strong and thick, they are swept down with bill-hook or brushing-bill, and burnt off; but the lighter, more open, lands of this description may be
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  broken up and cross-ploughed at once, lie fallow a month or two, and then receive the crop. The cost of reducing grass land to "seed-state" varies from £1 to £2 an acre.

  "Bush" is the common forest land. In the early summer of November the brushwood should be slashed down with the bill-hook, and the trees thrown with the cross-cut saw and American axe. The fallen stuff lies withering and drying through the summer, and is burnt off in early autumn. If the first or "running" fire acts well, everything will be consumed save trunks and heavy branches, when the latter are lopped off, the trunks rolled together, and the whole slowly burnt up in heaps. The cost of clearing bush-land varies from £4 to £8 per acre, and the first crop, grain or grass seed, may be "chipped-in" with the mattock for about 20s. per acre more. The ugly stumps remain in the land about four years, when the smaller ones may be torn out with a pair of good bullocks and a strong stump chain, and the lighter lands of this description made roughly ploughable. Bush land is richer soil than either fern or grass land; and for small dairy farms, where there is family hand labour at command, or for hop grounds, orchards, kitchen gardens, or home paddocks, bush land is best. But the process of first clearing and cultivating it is, comparatively, both so slow and so expensive, that nine-tenths of all our agricultural operations are carried on on fern and grass lands.

  SYSTEM OF FARMING. – The high and steady markets for dairy produce, fine wool, and choice young breeding stock, as compared to the markets for mere corn and root crops, demand that the New Zealand farm should be a mixed grazing and arable farm. Hams and bacon, fine firkin butter, and rich cheese, would sell at a dozen markets in Australia and the Indian seas where potatoes could not be carried, and where wheat might prove a drug. The English market for fine combing wool is virtually unlimited, and the home demand for choice young breeding stock, cattle, horses, and sheep, is yearly on the increase. Looking to "safest markets" and "highest profits," then, I should now turn a 500 acre lot of wild land into a mixed farm in about the following proportions: – 

  Acres.

  Pasture for sheep breeding and fine wool growing, 300 

 Pasture and root crops for dairy farming and stock breeding, 100 

 Corn land, orchard, garden, homestead, plantation belts, shrubbery, shade and shelter, &c..100

  ROTATION OF CROPS. – Farming, as an art reduced to rules, scarcely exists as yet. Indeed, a Mechi, a Holkham, or a Carse-of-Gowrie man, replete with beef and science, going
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  over our fields, might well assert that in New Zealand there was no farming of any kind. To pronounce positively, therefore, what would he the best "order of cropping" would be rather presumptuous; but looking to markets, soil, dear labour, &c., I think that on many of our new fern and grass lands coming under the plough, the following four-course rotation would prove a good one: – 

  1. Turnips, fed off with sheep. 11 

 2. Barley, or wheat, according to the look of the markets. 

 3. Potatoes and Carrots. 

 4. Wheat or Barley, or Oats, according to the look of the markets.

  LAYING DOWN LANDS IN GRASS. – The soil and climate are admirably suited for artificial pastures. It has been asserted, and apparently on good authority, that 100 acres of the Tamaki meadows, near Auckland, have carried nearly 100 head of cattle through the year; that at New Plymouth, 35 acres of pasture have grazed nearly 300 sheep; and that on the mission farms in the Bay of Islands district, the old arable lands laid down in grass will actually feed eight sheep an acre through the year. Indeed, sufficient has been seen of the luxuriance of artificial grasses in New Zealand, to show that ordinary lands, laid down in grass, are quite equal to the grazing of five sheep per acre summer and winter. Grass seeds, for permanent pastures, are best sown in March, and the following would, I think, prove a good mixture: – 

  Per Acre. 

 Pacey's perennial ryegrass . . 8 lbs. 

 Italian ryegrass. . . 2 " 

 White clover...... 4 " 

 Perennial red clover.... 2 " 

 Red suckling...... 2 " 

 Sheep's fescue (festuca ovina) . . 2 " 

 Meadow fescue (festuca pratensis). . . 2 " 

 Red fescue (festuca rubra) . . 2 " 

 Smooth-stalked meadow-grass (poa pratensis) . . 2 " Cocksfoot and foxtail.... 2 " Trefoil and lucerne.... 1 " Street vernal and avena flavescens. . 1 " 

  [Total . . . . . . . . . . ] 30 lbs.
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	  Per Acre.
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	  Meadow catstail.
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	  Yellow trefoil
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	  37 lbs.






  Those mixtures, or any other, may be obtained genuine of Messrs. Gibbs & Co., Half Moon-street, Piccadilly, London, seedsmen to the Royal Agricultural Society, properly packed for the voyage in a zinc-lined cask, at the rate, I think, of about 25s. per acre; and emigrants who intend to embark in agricultural and grazing pursuits, would do well to provide seeds for a few acres.

  Grass seeds have generally been sown on old arable land, or on new lands ploughed up on purpose; but experience shows that on some lands the expense of breaking up the surface, and of ploughing and working the soil for artificial pastures might frequently be saved. Some of the richest pastures at Auckland are those where all that has been done has been merely to set fire to the indigenous vegetation, scatter the seed on the rough unbroken surface, and then rudely harrow it in. Indeed, this plan is frequently preferred there; and from what I have remarked with reference to the germination of wheat, I am inclined to think that, if advantage were taken of showery weather, even the single operation of harrowing might be dispensed with; especially if a flock of sheep or herd of cattle were driven two or three times across the sowing, so as to fray the surface, and tread the seed down a little. However, be this as it may, there are thousands of acres of light fern and grass lands in New Zealand which might be converted into good permanent pasture at an ex-
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  pense of not more than £2 per acre, in burning off a portion of the indigenous vegetation, in scattering the seed on the partially-charred surface, and then cross-dragging a strong harrow over the surface.

  "Nearly all the wooded hills are well adapted for sheep-feeding when cleared and sown down with grass. We have friends who now actually keep from five to six sheep per acre on these mis-termed useless hills. It costs about £3 10s. per acre to cut down the small bush and sow grass seed; and each sheep, in proper condition, will annually yield a fleece 3 lbs. to 4 lbs. in weight, and worth from 1s. 4d. to 1s. 6d. per lb.; there is, in addition, the increase of say 75 per cent, every year, with Wellington close at hand as a good market for fat mutton and sheep skins. A labouring man with a very small capital, if of industrious habits, is pretty sure of realising a handsome and unfailing income. These useless hills may now be had for 10s. an acre. A great deal has been said about land at 2s. 6d. per acre, and if this were the place to do so, we should feel inclined to urge the Government to consider whether it would not be advisable to open for sale all the lands between Porirua Harbour and the west side of the Hutt Valley, in sections varying from 100 to 1000 acres, at 2s. 6d. per acre, with the proviso that the purchaser shall, within five years from the day of purchase, lay down in grass one-half of the lands so purchased. We believe that if this were done some 20,000 acres would, within the next fifteen years, be laid down in grass; and carrying, at the lowest calculation, say 100,000 sheep, would yield annually 300,000 lbs. of wool." – Wellington Paper.



  ARABLE CROPS. – Wheat is best sown in May or June, (the months answering to the English November and December,) at the rate of full two bushels per acre. It is generally sown broad cast, but drilling would be a great improvement. Harvest is general in the North Island about the middle of January. Wheat, except where some arrant sloven has sought to grow it half-a-dozen times in succession, and almost grudged to plough up the stubble, is a fine and certain crop. A sample, grown by my brother at New Plymouth, was allowed to be one of the best ever seen in Mark Lane; and crops of fifty and sixty bushels per acre are by no means rare. Under the present rude system, or no system, of farming, however, the average yield of the wheat crop in New Zealand cannot be taken at more than twenty-five bushels per acre – a yield though, which could, I think, be sometimes almost doubled if our lands were cultivated more in accordance with the first principles of English agriculture.

  BARLEY AND OATS though liable, on new lands, to be at-
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  tacked by an insect called the barley caterpillar, are grown with considerable success. Fine samples of the Norfolk Chevalier variety of barley are becoming common on the markets, and I have myself grown the Lincolnshire Poland Oat, weighing nearly 50 lbs. the imperial bushel. As frequent change of seed is good practice in New Zealand, any one coming out to engage in agricultural pursuits would do well to procure among his farming friends, peck or bushel samples of any particularly fine wheat, oats, barley, or grass seeds, for which their localities might be famous. All seeds should be put up (dry) in bags, and then be inclosed in some zinc-lined case or cask.

  POTATOES, next to wheat, have hitherto been the most common crop in New Zealand. They are generally planted in the North Island in September; but the Canterbury and Otago agriculturists prefer planting a month later. The quality of potatoes is excellent, and the crop is almost a certain one. On common soils, without manure, seven tons per acre is a good yield; but twelve to fourteen tons have been obtained on bush land. Turnips, Carrots, Parsnips, Onions, and all root and vegetable crops, are very prolific, and of the finest quality; twenty-five tons per acre of turnips is not an uncommon yield. Specimens of the white Belgian carrot have been shown at the Canterbury horticultural show weighing nine pounds; and two rods of the bush soil, at New Plymouth, have produced forty hundred weight of the white Altringham variety, equal to the almost incredible yield of 150 tons per acre. 300 lbs. of onions have been obtained from less than a rod of ground at New Plymouth (nearly twenty-five tons per acre), and cabbages grown on bush soil, have been cut weighing forty to fifty pounds each, at Otago.

  FENCES. – The commonest fences are the ditch and bank, and the post and three-rail, costing at the present rates of labour from 15s. to 25s. per chain of 22 yards. Quick or furze is sometimes planted inside, and may be mixed with wild rose, broom, and geranium, all of which attain a great size, and become strong shrubs. The best plant, however, for live fences, would, I think, be one which has not yet been tried – namely, the "Osage Orange." It is said to grow with great rapidity, and to form a permanent hedge far superior to quick. Messrs. Gibbs inform me that it was introduced into the United States some years ago by a Mr. Pitkin, of Manchester, Connecticut, who devotes his whole attention to the growth of it, and who carries on a large business in the sale of the seed. I cannot learn that it has
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  been introduced into this country, but I have written to a party in Canada about it, and hope to be the first to introduce it into New Zealand.

  IMPLEMENTS. – As an arithmetical proposition, we might say that as farm hand-labour is three times dearer in New Zealand than in England, the profit consequent on the introduction of "labour-saving" machinery would be three times greater in New Zealand than in England. True political economy unquestionably prescribes machinery as more necessary in young countries than in old. America acts on this truism – she applies machinery to many operations which we perform by manipulation; and in the department of agriculture had invented and used the celebrated M'Cormick "reaper" long before such an implement became common in English fields.

  Much of the expense of cultivating our Colonial lands might be saved, if Colonial farmers would only "wake up," and move more with the spirit of the age. Many of our New Zealand implements are only fit to be burnt; and some of our ploughs bear about as much resemblance to a modern English prize plough, as Noah's Ark may have done to a screw-frigate.

  As a general rule, the emigrant, in going to a new country, is apt to make a sad hole in his little capital by providing about twice as many articles of outfit and equipment as are really necessary. "More money and fewer things," might well be the motto which every man should inscribe in his pocket-book when about to commence the work of fitting out as an emigrant. Here, however, as everywhere, there is a happy mean, and if I were now returning to New Zealand to invest £1000 or two in the purchase of wild land and the cultivation and creation of a little estate, I should be careful to arm myself with the following first class implements, procured good and genuine (see note, page 136) from the manufacturers, Messrs, Ransomes and Sims, the eminent prize implement makers at Ipswich, Suffolk. An illustrated priced catalogue showing the powers, special uses, &c. of the implements is supplied by Messrs, Ransomes post free; and they pack and deliver any implements, carriage free, at the St. Katherine's Docks.

  Price about

  1. Ransomes' "general purpose" Y. F. L. plough, fitted with two wheels and two extra wrought iron shares...£4

  2 Ransomes' breaking up Y. F. S. plough, fitted with one or two wheels, steel mould board and extra steeled share.....£5
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  3. Ransomes' "Bentall's patent Broadshare," wood beam with the two additional swan-neck tines and side irons to widen the implement for their use, with extra shares and fittings.......£9

  4. Ransomes' improved spiked roller (Adwas' Swedish harrow).........£10

  5. Ransomes' straight tooth, shake drag........... ... £3

  6. Ransomes' improved chain harrows (Cambridge's patent)..........£4

  7. Ransomes' horse-rake, with half dozen of Sillet's digging and other forks......£3

  8. Ransomes' improved Scotch cart and raves (two) at £17 each.........£34

  9. Ransomes' winnowing machine.....£10

  Less discount, say. . . . . . . . £80

  This, I think, would prove a fair medium provision of the best, "pattern-serving," implements for the cultivation of a mixed arable and grazing farm of about 300 acres. If the capital were larger and the cultivating operations were going to be conducted on a larger scale, Ransomes' extra strong "breaking-up" S. C. W. plough, and their light one-horse Y. O. H. plough, together with their drill, prize reaper, and 2-horse portable thrashing machine, might well be taken in addition; but (except the first) these articles would not be much required until the commencement of the second year's operations; and thus, if preferred, they might be ordered and sent out after arrival in the Colony. In case of a small capital of a few hundreds, where the emigrant looked merely to the cultivation of a little garden farm of 100 acres or so, the "general purpose" Y. E. L. plough, the spiked roller, the harrows, and the Scotch cart, would, I think, be the most useful things to take.

  PROFITS OF FARMING. – The elements of a rough calculation on this point exist in the following memoranda: – 

  1. Hand labour about three times dearer than in England.

  2. No outgoings for rent, taxes, or tithes.

  3. The wild fern or grass land, mostly purchasable at from 10s. to 20s. an acre, and reducable to "crop state" at an outlay of from £3 to £5 per acre.

  4. The fee-simple of the cultivated virgin soil thus purchasable, say, on the average, for £5 per acre.

  5. Such soil, capable of yielding full thirty bushels of wheat per acre; or of grazing five to six sheep per acre, or other stock in proportion.

  6. The average cash market prices of the chief productions

 Page 53
  THE INCREASING VALUE OF LANDED ESTATES.



  of the three divisions of the farm assumed as follows: – 

  Wheat, per bushel, 5s. to 6s.; fine wool, 1s. per lb.; fat beef and mutton, about 2s. 6d. per stone; butter, cheese, and bacon, 6d. to 9d. per lb.

  The price of farm labour, as the average for the next five years, cannot I think, be taken at less than from 5s. to 6s. a day, more than double the price it is in England. But, as under the "mixed system," which has been advocated, three-fourths of the New Zealand farm would be pasture, and as a little labour goes a long way in New Zealand, I conceive in actual practice it would generally be found, that where the English farmer paid away £1 for hand-labour, the New Zealand agriculturist would not pay away more than £2.

  The assumed "acreage yield" of the farm may seem high, but there can be no question that under the improved "mixed system" here assumed, the acreage yield of the farm would prove equal to the figures put down. The prices may, I think, be fairly taken as the most probable mean average prices for the next five years. Some colonists might possibly estimate them rather lower; but many of my farming friends would estimate them considerably higher.

  But the reader, in calculating the profits of investing £500 to £5000 in New Zealand agricultural and grazing pursuits, must not confine his figures to the mere annual outgoings and incomings of the farm. An English farm is a rented manufactory for the wholesale production of food; and when the tenant has paid all the year's "outgoings" (rent, taxes, tithes, labour), and received all the year's "incomings" (crop and stock), the difference between the two is his annual profit or loss; and the year's calculation is complete. But in New Zealand, when the annual balance between "outgoings" and "incomings" has been struck, the year's calculation is not complete. There remains a further and a distinct item of profit to be put down on the credit side, namely, the increased value of the young farm.

  If, at fair market price, A. buys a little estate in England, in 1858, and sells it again in 1863, he may get a little more, or a little less than he gave for it; but, probably, he has not the means of buying this little estate in England, therefore the little he might get, or the little he might lose by it, is, to him, a mere matter of moonshine.

  But he can, and he does buy it in New Zealand; and, if in 1858, he buys five hundred acres of wild land near any of the young Settlements, and converts it into a farm, he may be able to sell it in 1863 for full double what it has cost him; and he does this by virtue of what may be termed a natural law, almost as certain as gravitation: – "golden population"
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  has flowed in around him, and raised, possibly quadrupled the value of every acre of cultivated land in the neighbourhood.

  To define farming in New Zealand, therefore, as the "profitable production of food" is not a sufficient definition; we must make a great addition to the sentence, and say it is "the profitable production of food," and the "creation of an estate by means of the plough and the fleece."

  PASTORAL PURSUITS. – In natural advantages, constituting a perfect "habitat" for the sheep, there is perhaps no country in either hemisphere superior to New Zealand. The surface, for the most part, is hilly or undulating; the soil is light, percolative, and freely impregnated with all congenial oxides, sulphates, and phosphates; the climate is the happy mean of temperature and moisture; no destructive animal exists; and there is perpetual natural pasturage with a profusion of the finest water: a rare combination of natural gifts, creating marked exemption from disease, great prolificness, fat and early mutton, fine wool, and heavy fleece. The number of sheep at present in the colony may be roughly estimated at a million and a half, chiefly Australian merinos. Perhaps a fourth of this "germ flock" has been imported from Australia, and the remainder bred in the country. Australian sheep are still occasionally imported, the annual increase of the home flocks not being yet quite equal to the increasing home demand. Messrs. Sturgeon, of the Elms, Grays, Essex, have a breed of pure merinoes, apparently well adapted for New Zealand, and which are worth the notice of any one going out to embark in sheep farming; their present price for rams is, I think, about £10; the improved Leicester too, and the Cotswold might also prove capital introductions.

  The value of this year's clip may, perhaps, be estimated at nearly £250,000. The sheep, like every domestic animal, introduced from Australia into New Zealand, becomes larger in the new land; the Australian merino fleece averages 2 1/2 lbs., the New Zealand merino nearly 3 1/2 lbs. Common two-year New Zealand merino wethers will weigh 15 lbs. a quarter; and of 100 merino wethers, killed at Wellington, the loose inside fat averaged the astonishing weight of 30 lbs. each carcase. Four-fifths of the New Zealand flocks are depastured on the wild lands of the Colony. Under some of the regulations of chap. 10, the sheep farmer leases of the Government 10,000 to 30,000 acres of some of the wild grassy districts, where, a sort of pastoral Robinson Crusoe dwelling ten miles from a neighbour, he puts up a cottage and a hut or two for himself and shepherds, procures his flour and gro-
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  ceries by bullock-dray from the nearest village, and rudely breeds feeds clips and fattens his flock under what is popularly termed the "Squatting system." The profits of this pursuit have been variously estimated. The smallest capital on which it can fairly be commenced is about £1000, starting with a flock of some 700 ewes; but a more economical and profitable commencement is one made with a capital of some £2000, and a double-size flock.

  Any young man landing in New Zealand with a clear £500 or £600, and desirous of embarking in pastoral pursuits, should never attempt to make an independent beginning on his own account. His best plan is to get acquainted with some practical flock-master in the neighbourhood, and to make the arrangement of "thirds." He will buy, say 400 or 500 ewes, and place them with the flock-master, who will generally take them on his run, on condition of receiving "one-third" of the wool, and of the annual increase; and will sometimes provide the young beginner with free quarters on the station for himself and horse, and make him an inmate of the household, in consideration of his giving his services in the general management and business of the station. The tyro thus practically learns the pastoral craft at little or no expense; and at the expiration of a year or two, may lease a station, drive away his increased flock and little stud, and commence business for himself – in his own estimation, a pastoral Aristocrat, "sans peur et sans reproche." Indeed, whether the young man, with a few hundreds, wishes to engage either in the wilder pastoral or in the more "home-like" agricultural mixed-farming pursuits of New Zealand, his better plan, in either case, is to seek, with a letter of introduction, to place himself as a sort of "pupil boarder," in the establishment of some good colonist for a year or so, with whom he might practically learn the simple mysteries of the craft, and gain a little colonial experience before embarking in business on his own account. This plan is infinitely preferable to that of sending the young emigrant to some crack farmer in England, or to the agricultural college, where perhaps half of what he would see, and hear, and learn, and do, might unfit rather than fit him for his colonial career.

  In the compass of a mere letter of half-a-dozen pages, I can do no more than offer these elementary remarks on the sheep, and have been unable to find space for a word about cattle, horses, and the smaller stock; but I may remark that any of your readers desirous to have more full and varied information about the "plough and the fleece," might perhaps do worse than obtain my own late work on the Colony, together with the admirable pamphlet on New
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  Zealand sheep-farming by Mr. Weld, one of the most accomplished shepherd princes of our "Britain of the South." Taking up a number of Chambers the other day, I was not a little amused with an article bearing the somewhat grandiloquent title of "Social Progress at the Antipodes," a title, which, after reading the article, forcibly recalled the anecdote of the three tailors of Tooley Street styling themselves "We, the people of England." The writer appears to be a travelling artist, with pen poetic, freely addicted to the "poetical license." After telling us that he had been "trying to catch the transient effect of the purple cloud-shadows sweeping rapidly over the sunlit sea" he proceeds to enlighten us as to the agricultural merits of the country, and sums up the pastoral capabilities of the South Island, which he appears never to have seen, with the following conclusive sentence: – "A few years ago some wealthy Port Philip squatters endeavoured to grow wool on the Canterbury plains, but were obliged to abandon the attempt, on account of the cold winter winds and the scarcity of the pasturage."

  Messrs. Chambers have been unfortunate on New Zealand. In an early publication they gravely asserted that the climate of New Zealand was hot enough for the growth of immense Banana orchards – now their Journal asserts that it is too cold for the growth of wool. Bananas will no more ripen in New Zealand, than oranges will ripen in Edinburgh; whilst as to the equal truth of the "wool statement," it may be sufficient to remark, that some of the pricipal wool-growers of the South Island are men who have actually removed thither from Australia, and that the export of wool from the Canterbury Plains alone, amounts even in these infant days to some £80,000, and will soon exceed £100,000 a year.

  However, as some of your readers might like to see the literal words of a great Australian authority, as to the capabilities of the south island of New Zealand for the growth of the "golden fleece," permit me to lay before them the following weighty communication, published in my late work on New Zealand, page 369. The gentleman who writes it is a shrewd matter-of-fact Scotchman, a thriving Australian squatter, whom I had the pleasure and the profit of travelling with in New Zealand; and who, tempted mainly by the more salubrious climate, purposes, ere long, to depasture his flocks and herds on the plains of Canterbury, or in some New Dumfriesshire of Otago. I would strongly advise the poetical author of "Social Progress at the Antipodes," to read this letter – nay, to make it one of those writings which Lord Bacon tells us "is to be chewed and digested," and would respectfully counsel him, when he next assists Messrs. Chambers to draw up any further information for the people 
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  about New Zealand, to learn at least the A B C of his subject before he sits down to write on it.

 

  "Tinwald Downs, Dumfriesshire, 

 Feb. 1, 1857.

  "Dear Hursthouse, – You ask me to give you my impression of New Zealand, and more particularly of the Canterbury Province, as a grazing country. I comply with pleasure, but you must bear in mind that my present experience of New Zealand is merely that of a visitor. You must not look upon my remarks, therefore, as infallible dogmas, but as the opinions of an Australian Squatter, paying a visit to New Zealand for the purpose of judging whether he could make an advantageous exchange from one colony to the other: a visit which has resulted in his determination to remove from New South Wales to Canterbury, or possibly to Otago.

  "Before visiting New Zealand, I sometimes heard it spoken of as a country in which sheep and their owners throve; but accustomed as I was to the dry Australian climate, I could not comprehend how sheep could do well in a country possessing such a wet climate, as common report ascribed to New Zealand. On my arrival there, however, I soon saw that I had been labouring under a wrong impression; for although a great deal of rain falls in the country, the land generally is so well drained (naturally) and possesses such a porous substratum, that water cannot remain on the surface for any length of time. The excellent condition of all the stock I saw, too, convinced me that there was something in the pasturage, which did not meet the eye, peculiarly favourable to domestic animals. Australian squatters will readily understand what is meant by this observation; for on the one hand, they must all have seen, in Australia, very fat stock on inferior-looking country; and on the other hand, districts where, though the grass was always beautifully green and luxuriant, no animal could be made fat. This remark, as to the condition of the stock, applies to all the Provinces I visited, namely, Canterbury, Nelson, Wellington, New Plymouth, and Auckland. At Nelson I certainly saw inferior mutton exposed in the butchers' shops; but this was explained by the circumstance of wethers having just been driven from the Wairau, over a very rough and mountainous road. At all other places the meat I saw on the table, and in the butchers' shops, was of excellent quality.

  "There is little doubt, I think, about Canterbury being the best Province for an emigrant possessed of capital, who intends to make sheep-farming his principal or sole
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  occupation. Otago, I imagine, is the next best, hut emigrants may easily visit both, and judge for themselves. 12

  "Canterbury consists principally of an immense plain containing about three and a half millions of acres, covered with natural pasturage of an excellent description. It is abundantly watered by streams, issuing from the mountains, but is deficient in timber; or rather what wood there is, is not well dispersed; for I think there is plenty for all practical purposes, if only it were more scattered and spread about. The whole plain is available for depasturing sheep and cattle, except a strip along the sea (extending back a few miles), which is adapted for cattle only; but this is first-rate agricultural land. To the north of the great Plain there is a tract of country, about five hundred thousand acres in extent, chiefly of a limestone formation, and consisting of ridges and low spurs, extending from the mountains to the sea, and well adapted for sheep; and at the southern end of the plain, there is another piece of country also available for sheep, consisting of ridges, low downs, and small plains.

  "I visited several stations in the northern portion of the Plains, and met with gentlemen of experience in sheep-farming from Port Philip, who gave me much useful information relative to the pastoral qualities of the Province. They all agreed that sheep farming could be carried on with more profit and much less trouble than in Australia. In the most favoured localities of that Colony, three men (two shepherds and a watchman) are required for four thousand sheep; and in many districts the same number of sheep require six men; while on Canterbury Plains, that number of sheep can easily be attended to by one man, at all times except lambing time, when extra men are required in both countries. In Australia, the sheep are followed by the shepherd from morning till night, and require constant watching to prevent havoc by native dogs. At Canterbury, there being no noxious animals, the only mischief to be apprehended is mixing with a neighbour flock, and this is not a difficult matter to prevent at present, though it will of course be more liable to occur when the runs become fully stocked. At the stations I visited, the sheep were looked after by boys, who went out once or twice a day to see that all was right; and who were employed at other work during their spare time. In some cases the boys went on horse-
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  back, and I think this is likely to become the custom, as much trouble is saved by the superior range of vision afforded by the elevation. Glasses are also used, and are of great assistance in distinguishing the sheep among the long grass.

  "The greatest drawback to the Plains is the want of shelter in the strong gales, 'southerly bursters,' which occasionally occur, but as the country becomes older, shelter in the shape of hedges and plantations will he provided by the more prudent flockmasters. The whin or gorse is well adapted for this purpose, as it thrives in the country, and is of rapid growth. Another drawback is the plant called 'tutu' or 'toot,' which appears to be universal over New Zealand. If eaten by sheep or cattle with empty stomachs, it acts in a similar manner to green clover, and sometimes causes death; but if partaken of sparingly, and with grass, it is said to possess highly-fattening qualities. None of the graziers, however, except one, with whom I conversed on the subject, seemed to consider toot worth notice, so it is scarcely worth while putting it down as a disadvantage; especially as it is rapidly disappearing in the older-settled districts, and will doubtless soon disappear here.

  "Of common sheep diseases, the Province may be said to be quite free, and there are none peculiar to the country. On some of the runs where the soil is rich, they have occasionally a little foot-rot after a heavy fall of rain. Scab was introduced by some of the imported flocks; but is now all but eradicated, and with little chance of its recurrence, if the excellent laws on the subject, passed by the Provincial Council, are carried out.

  "With respect to the capabilities of the country for carrying stock, the Squatters seem to consider that, in its natural state, two acres are requisite for the maintenance of a sheep; but as the grass is improving every day by being eaten down, there is no doubt but that in a few years one acre will be amply sufficient for one sheep. The pasture can also be very much improved by sowing clover and grass seeds, which grow without any preparation of the soil. An energetic settler may therefore soon have his whole run covered with artificial pasturage at a trifling cost, and thus treble or quadruple its capabilities.

  "As a wool-growing country, the whole of New Zealand ranks high, although generally the wool has been sent to market in a very rough state, and consequently sold at apparently low prices. It possesses a peculiar softness, which is prized by manufacturers; and is much longer in the staple than the wool of similar sheep in Australia. In Canterbury
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  the sheep are principally of the merino breed (the original stocks having been imported from Sydney and Melbourne), and the average weight of fleece may be set down at 3 1/2 lbs. – about a pound more than the Australian average. I heard 3 1/2 and 4 lbs. spoken of as the average; but allowing half a pound for grease and diet, which might have been removed by a little more care in washing, I am of opinion that 3 1/2 lbs. will be found to be nearer the mark. Most of the runs possess great facilities for washing the sheep and getting the wool up well; but the scarcity of labour has prevented the Squatters from taking the pains they otherwise would have done; and consequently the wool has always brought from 1d. to 3d. per pound less than it should have done.

  "The wethers attain a weight of sixty pounds at two years, and are generally sold to the butcher at that age; but in my opinion, as long as a run is not fully stocked, it would be more profitable for the grazier to keep them another year: the wool and additional weight of mutton would afford a high rate of interest for the value of the sheep; the expenses of the station would be very little increased by keeping them another year, and the grass which they consume would otherwise be wasted.

  "In a country like New Zealand, where all stock increases so quickly, it becomes a question whether there will always be a meat market for the fat stock without resorting to the wasteful practice of 'boiling down.' 13

  "I conceive that there will be; for, as New Zealand appears likely to become the favourite 'home-planting' emigration field of the day, we may reasonably expect that port and city populations will arise to consume the mutton of the hills and plains. At present, there is an excellent market for butcher meat in Auckland and Wellington and the various 
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  provincial towns; and should fat stock eventually increase to such an extent in New Zealand that 'boiling-down' must be resorted to, you may console yourselves with the reflection that 'fat stock' in New Zealand is fat stock, and that the quantity and quality of the tallow will produce you a goodly annual income. So much for sheep and shepherds.

  "Provoking to relate, I, an old Squatter, half my life in the saddle, and used to chasing wild cattle over countries where no fox would be fool enough to go, took a gallop with our hounds the other day, got a fall and came home with fractured leg: this, keeping me in doors, makes writing an amusement, and hence the long letter which you get.

  "I wonder where 'La Lucie' is, and whether Dieppe has recovered from the excitement of our arrival. 14 My mother-in-law and wife are well; and your old friend Jamie strong and hearty as an infant Squatter ought to be. – I am, dear Hursthouse, yours truly,

  "ROBERT WILKIN."



 

  To this Australian testimony I will just add that of a Somersetshire farmer, who appears to have visited the Colony in order to judge for himself, and to report on its real agricultural and pastoral capabilities.

 

  "THE HERBAGE OF THE COLONY. – A great portion of this North Island is covered with fern; but in a few years I have not the least doubt that it will nearly disappear, through the sheep and cattle feeding on it and treading it down, and through their feeding on the clover and other grasses when seeding, of which they are very fond. They then carry the seeds to different parts of their feeding ground, uninjured by mastication, and this proves an excellent way of propagating it; so that in a few years this country will be covered with herbage of this description. I will not presume to give an estimate of what the pastoral exports then will be. They will be immense, as the hills, which are very numerous, will be our best land for depasturing sheep and cattle, as they are rich and fertile. The middle island is more adapted for sheep at present, being more grassy and more free from fern. I prefer this, however, as I consider the climate is superior, and which I think cannot he surpassed in the world."

  "On my way to Paratanga I had a most satisfactory sight
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  in inspecting a beautiful flock of Merino ewes, from two to three thousand, just ready to lamb. They were, as the phrase goes, rolling in fat. They had been in the neighbourhood about two or three years; and now I will mention an astonishing fact which I heard in Wellington concerning the unprecedented weight of loose fat from the inside of one hundred wether sheep of cross breed, averaging thirty pounds of fat each. This has nothing to do with the kidney fat. The average of 103 pounds each carcass, is nothing extraordinary in weight; but the loose fat, thirty pounds each, for 100 wethers, I think I may venture to say, is not on record in any part of the world. I took much pains to ascertain the truth of this assertion, and find I may rely on the veracity of the person who killed them. I have had sheep nearly double that weight, and had premiums for the fattest sheep at our agricultural meetings at home; but I never had sheep turn out loose fat anything to be compared to that; although some of them have measured six inches deep in solid fat. It is a well-known fact that sheep which only averaged two and a half pounds of wool in New South Wales, brought to New Zealand have clipped four pounds of wool. The reason is accounted for by the 'droughts' in New South Wales. The wool that grows where sheep are suffering either from want of food or water, reduces the fleece, weakens the staple, and of course lessens the value very considerably. All these things, put together, speak much for New Zealand." – Journal of a Somersetshire Farmer.



  P.S. In describing (page 51) the three or four form implements best suited for our New Zealand work, I forgot to add that a few good carpenters' tools should be provided – not a glittering little gimcrack tool chest such as slop-outfitters display to the kid-gloved emigrant, but a dozen or so strong useful tools, enabling a man to lend a hand in executing the little rough carpentry jobs which are ever occurring in the work of converting a few hundred acres of wild land into a little estate, with its cottage-homestead and buildings. I procured this part of my outfit at Messrs. Penns', the mechanical tool makers, 105, Newgate-street, London, who supply the exact articles required for Now Zealand use. – C. H.



 10 Fresh fern land is at first infertile, through what we call "sourness." An acre broken up and sown at once with any crop, say wheat, might not yield five fold. The adjoining acre, fallowed a few months, might yield forty-fold. Animal manure does not destroy "sourness." The new soil is full of raw vegetable matter, and lime would probably prove the true quickener. Grass land is less subject to sourness; and bush land not at all.
11 One reason why some root crop should he taken first on new and heavy "fern" lands is this – that the fern (except where the first breaking up and working of the land has been a thorough, perfect, operation) is apt to spring again; and this second, but final shooting of the fern, whilst troublesome in a grain crop, is of little consequence among roots. Moreover, a maiden root crop tends most powerfully to sweeten and prepare the soil for wheat or barley; and virtually destroys that lingering "sourness" which any hurried or imperfect first cultivation may have failed to eradicate.
12 It should he observed that my Australian friend had not seen the fine pastoral tracts of the North Island, some of which have since been purchased of the natives, and where the climate is certainly more congenial to the pure Saxon Merino or any delicate breed of sheep than it is in the extreme south of Otago.
13 "Boiling-down" was formerly practised to a considerable extent in Australia; the mere fat or tallow of the animal for export to England being worth far more than the meat for colonial consumption. "Boiling-down establishments" were formed in the pastoral districts, and the process became a regular business. The sheep or cattle were killed and skinned, the carcass thrown into the boiling vat, the fat skimmed off for export tallow, and the meat thrown away. "Boiling-down" will probably remain a permanent feature of Australian grazing in the districts remote from large towns. 



 I hold with my Australian friend though, that a butcher's market for fat mutton will long be found in New Zealand. Indeed, speculative peepers into the future, have asserted that "fat live wethers" will eventually become an export from New Zealand to Sydney and Melbourne. I do not go so far as this; but if ever screw clippers dashing across in five days from New Zealand to these cities, should be able to carry over deck-pens of prime New Zealand South Downs for some 2s. 6d. a-head, I certainly think it possible that New Zealand mutton may occasionally appear as a delicacy in the Leadenhalls of Australia, just as English southdowns, carried back by the American steamers, now appear in the markets of New York.
14 I may remark that this gentleman and his family coming to Scotland on a visit to their friends, were fellow passengers of mine from Sydney to Dieppe in "La Lucie," a beautiful Dieppe-built clipper, and the first vessel of that port which ever made a voyage to Australia for wool. Two other French ships were loading wool at Sydney about the time of our departure.
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  CHAPTER VII.

  NEW ZEALAND INVESTMENTS, AND WHAT A MAN CAN DO THERE.

  As the great majority of people who go to New Zealand go there in order to acquire some landed property, one of the commonest investments is that of purchasing 100 to 500 or 5000 acres of wild land, to be gradually converted into a cultivated freehold estate, by the judicious application of capital and labour.

  But in a young colony like this, rapidly rising from infancy to vigorous youth, there are various promising investments for capital besides those of land; and what is termed a "capitalist-emigrant," whilst he almost invariably purchases land, and personally busies himself and family in the work of bringing it into cultivation, will frequently keep a few hundreds or a thousand or so by him in the bank ready for any small investment or profitable little speculation which may offer.

  Money is frequently lent to good advantage. Ten per cent, is the common rate of interest on mortgage securities, twelve and a half to fifteen on bill-discounting; and the transactions in either line are quite as safe and bona fide as in England. Where a necessary article is scarce, there it will be dear. Money is scarce in New Zealand, profits are generally high; and cultivators, stock-owners, master-mechanics, traders, &c., &c., having each a profitable pursuit, and little or no rent, rate, tax or tithe to pay, can well afford to borrow a few hundreds at £10 per cent, to enable them to nurse up and extend their thriving young concerns.

  In New Zealand, too, there are hundreds (in a few years there may be thousands) of that admirable emigrant, the industrious ex-labourer tilling his own fields; and these, the hardy yeomen of the new land, are often good customers to the capitalist, and will frequently borrow money at ten and twelve per cent. The very fact of their industrious ambition having already raised them half-a-dozen steps in the ladder of life, justifies the belief that a continued display of industrious ambition will raise them half-a-dozen steps higher. Thus, the moral, the personal, securities of such a class of borrowers are good; but such borrowers do not come to borrow on personal securities – all have their little homesteads and freeholds, and it is on these that they ask to raise £50 or £100, to enable them to buy a few acres more, or to 
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  enable them to increase their dairy stock, or to get a few sheep, or to improve farm buildings and fences, or to build themselves a better house.

  But it is not only among small yeomen or garden farmers like these that capital would find a good demand. Large farmers, dairy-farmers, sheep-farmers, cattle-farmers, numbers of thriving well-to-do colonists engaged some way or other in the cultivation of the soil, would frequently like to borrow a few hundreds at ten per cent, for the profitable improvement of their young estates; or for the purpose of enabling them to take part in some of the many little speculations which are always offering to a man in a young and rising colony.

  The mercantile, the retail-trading, and the town-dwelling interests, like the agricultural and the pastoral, are also occasional borrowers of money on short terms. In England, and in all old, densely-peopled, rich countries, there is generally far more of capital than of profitable employment for capital; and with us millions lie almost waste and barren, or are dissipated in catching shadows. But in a young colony, like New Zealand, the reverse of all this is the case – there, the influx of population annually developes fresh resources, increases exports and imports, multiplies the channels of trade; and there the demand and employment for capital exceed the supply. Indeed, such is the legitimate demand for capital in New Zealand; such, at last, is the safe political and industrial condition of the Colony, that we almost think a New Zealand Loan Company might now be started with advantage. If fifty shareholders, say with £100,000 or so (some of them going out to reside in the Colony), were now to organize a loan company, establish an office, under good management, in each of the six provincial capitals, and advance money on good securities in £50 to £500 sums, it is the opinion of some experienced colonists that they might now divide a net annual profit of twenty per cent.

  In addition to "mortgage investments" and "money-lending" there are other ways, too, in which a man (after he has gained a few months' experience in the Colony) may employ any little stock of ready money. If, with a few hundreds to spare, he is a town dweller, he may buy a flock of sheep and depasture them with some "squatter," on the arrangement of "thirds" (that is, the squatter will take a third of the annual clip and increase as payment for keeping and looking after the flock); or, if, owing to the circumstance of having a young family to educate, a man should not care to move back to the pastoral plains himself, he might devote a 

 Page 65
  NEW ZEALAND INVESTMENTS. – CAUTIONS.



  thousand or two to the business of a "partnership" with some practical hand, hire a run, and visit the station from time to time, having the working partner residing there. Mining, too, will probably become a regular industrial pursuit. A company for the promotion of the whale fishery might, we think, now be established with fair prospect of success. Shares in coasting vessels and intercolonial steamers may eventually pay high interest. Speculative shipments of live stock and goods from Australia may sometimes be picked up cheap, and resold in_a few weeks at good profit. Building speculations would answer in some parts; and as capital, skill, and labour flow in, it seems only reasonable to suppose that the preparation and export of some of the natural products of the country, such as the wild flax and others, will open further channels for the judicious investment of money.

  The capitalist reader should, however, bear in mind that, though, as a body, the people of New Zealand are justly proud of their substantial respectability, and are unquestionably much the highest class of colonists to be found in any of our colonial dominions, yet, that even in New Zealand, a speculative adventurer may here and there be met with who, having managed to lose all his own money, is quite ready to speculate with that of others; and, as a general rule, where the newly-arrived capitalist has no friend in the country on whose colonial experience and judgment he could rely, we should advise him to put his money quietly in the bank, and to use his own eyes and ears for two or three months ere he employed his capital in any of the various little openings we have named.

  WHAT A MAN CAN DO IN NEW ZEALAND.

  Experience, we think, shows that there are many excellent people in this country well fitted to enjoy the ruder but the fresh untrammelled life led in a young land like New Zealand – who are well adapted to succeed in such a country – and who often manifest a strong desire to move thither; but who, nevertheless, fail to do so: – people who, despite their better judgment, remain at home, battling against bad times and excessive competition, until when the prime of their days is over, when property has dwindled away, and when children want planting out, they perhaps awake some morning to the fact, that judicious emigration to a good colony a few years earlier might have been their temporal salvation. Such families are, we think, sometimes turned from their emigrationary views by certain 
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  objections, certain "fears and doubts," which may, perhaps, be thus defined:

  1. Objection to what they regard as the remoteness, the "out-of-the-world" position of a country like New Zealand.

  2. Apprehensions as to the voyage, and dislike to leaving home and friends.

  3. Fears and doubts as to not doing better in the new land than in the old; and fears of {assumed) social deficiencies and the roughness of New Zealand life.

  Now, whatever weight might attach to these considerations a quarter of a century ago, but little, we think, can justly attach to them in 1858. As to "remoteness," it is true that New Zealand is still more than 12,000 miles from England; but in these days we count distance, not by miles, but by time. We may even now journey from Scotland to New Zealand almost as quickly as our forefathers journeyed from Scotland to Cornwall; and, looking at the spirit of the age and the constant improvements making in ocean travelling, may we not, ere long, fairly expect to get from London to New Zealand in little more than a month – nay, even to see Manchester and Birmingham travellers visiting Australia and New Zealand twice a year for cash and orders, and to find health and pleasure trips taken across the smooth Pacific to the "Britain of the South," just as they are now taken to Madeira and the Mediterranean?

  As to being "out of the world," it is clear that a country which stands on the true highway from Europe to the southern gold-fields, which lies within a month's sail both of the South American cities and our Indian empire, which is close to Sydney and Melbourne – the London and Liverpool of Australia – and which (virtually) is almost as near Cornhill as Scotland was a century ago, is not out of the world. Nay, without glancing at Macaulay's mythical New Zealand Traveller, who is to stand on the broken arches of London Bridge to sketch the ruins of St. Paul's, may we not venture to think that New Zealand may some day occupy a more dominant position in the world than parts of Europe, or even of the British Isles?

  Fears of the voyage are, we think, unfounded. A Government Report shows that of 72 vessels, carrying some thousands of passengers, despatched to Australia within the year, the entire mortality was but a fraction over one per cent. A sea voyage is sometimes recommended by the physician to the invalid; and we believe that a person would enjoy quite as good health during the few weeks he might be at sea in going to New Zealand, as he would have enjoyed had he remained on shore. The 
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  many improvements effected in the modes of preserving fresh provisions for sea use, the great quantity of live stock now carried, the better arrangements of cabins and general passenger accommodation, have, we think, reduced the personal discomfort of a long sea voyage to such narrow limits, that there is now no substantial cause for complaint. As to shipwreck, accidents beyond human control occur at sea as on land; but in respect to peril of life or limb in crossing the ocean to New Zealand in a first-class ship of 1858, we believe little or no more danger would be incurred than in making a railway trip from Liverpool to London.

  Feelings of repugnance to leaving "home and friends" are surely both natural and commendable; but, viewed as barriers to a family's wholesome emigration, are they not sometimes carried to excess? On these subjects Mr. Hursthouse, in his late work (page 112), offers the following reasoning, much of which, we think, is virtually true.

  "What is 'home'? Is it the particular four brick walls within which we happened to be born? If so, scarcely one of us ever lives in 'home.' Is it the particular city, town, village, hamlet, or clachan we happened to be born in? If so, such home is often changed by a man half-a-dozen times in his life; as when he moves from Connaught to Cork, or from Cornwall to Cumberland, or from Scotland to Liverpool, or from Londonderry to London. Home, I take it, is that place where, for the time being, a man sets up his house and household gods; where he has his wife, and bairns, and books; and if he carry these things with him, he carries his home with him, whether he migrate from Nottingham to New Zealand, or from Nottingham to Northumberland; and the Roman was right when he said, 'Where I am well off, there is my country.'

  "As to leaving friends, friends are of two sorts – dear friends and dinner friends – those who would lend us a ten-pound note, and those who would not. As to the hundred latter, they are gay agreeable people, social butterflies who know the sunny side of the peach, who sip your wine, shawl your wife, escort your daughter, and render you and society a thousand little services. But we may leave them, and live. As to our half-dozen 'dear' friends, if we could carry them with us, the movement would be a perfect one. Sometimes we can carry one or two of them with us; when we cannot, we must e'en say 'Good-bye' for awhile, and see them by letter. When a man emigrates, he emigrates to secure certain substantial benefits for himself, his wife, and children  – these are his nearest and 
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  dearest friends, and these always go with him. Moreover he will make plenty of friends in New Zealand. The very fact of his having chosen that country in preference to any other, makes him a popular man the moment he steps ashore. He is in no one's way there; he will push no one down the hill in climbing it himself; and he is received in a spirit of freemasonry by a community of his equals, who, like him, have left the old land to better their fortunes in the new.

  "As to leaving the land of our birth, 'omne solum forti patria est;' but in going to New Zealand, do we virtually leave the land of our birth, any more than when we go to Jersey, to Scotland, or to Ireland? New Zealand, rightly regarded, is an integral part of Great Britain – a gigantic sea-joined Devonshire. An Englishman going thither goes among his countrymen; he has the same Queen, the same laws and customs, the same language, the same schools, the same churches, the same press, the same social institutions; and, save that he is in a country where trees are evergreen, and where there is no winter, no opera, no aristocracy, no income-tax, no paupers, no beggars, no cotton mills, he is virtually in a Young England – a young 'Britain of the South.'

  "As to fears of not doing better in the young Land we should go to, than we have done in the old Land we should leave, we know at least this much – that for many a year we have been doing badly enough here, and that there is every appearance, if we remain here, that we shall do still worse. We know that for half a century emigration has saved or substantially benefited thousands of our countrymen, and surely we may reasonably expect emigration will benefit us just as it has benefited those who have gone before us. A. might prove a more successful colonist in New Zealand than B.; C. might have a better mechanical trade than D.; P. might create an estate and plant out his family faster than E.; produce markets might be lower and money dearer in 1859 than they were in 1858; and the commercial and social progress of the young land be less rapid in 1860 than it promised to be in 1859. But though one man might do better than another in New Zealand, and though there are little ebbs and flows of prosperity, the main progress is steadily onwards and upwards; and in calculating his chances of bettering his fortunes by moving to New Zealand, it will, I think, be sufficiently encouraging for the intending emigrant to recollect and to hold together the following significant facts: – 

  "1. That the climate and the commercial position of the country are certainly among the finest in the world.
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  "2. That English laws and institutions prevail, and that there are no public taxes.

  "3. That, for the most part, the finest pastoral and agricultural land is purchasable at from 10s. to 20s. an acre.

  "4. That the agricultural, pastoral, mineral, and miscellaneous productions and exports of the country, capable of being vastly increased, command good and certain markets.

  "5. That New Zealand, rather larger than Great Britain and Ireland, and by nature a more fertile country, numbers scarcely more than 100,000 inhabitants of both races, whilst it is probably capable of supporting a population of full thirty millions in peace and plenty.

  "In such a country there is at least room to plant out children, and to make our way in the world without being crushed down by those competitive thousands who choke up every path at home; and I hold this to be a thing reasonably certain – that any active enterprising man now going to New Zealand, either with the capital of honest labour or the capital of a few hundreds or a few thousands in cash, would often lead, though a ruder, yet a more pleasant, a less careworn life, than the one he had quitted; and that in a few years he might improve his fortunes and open prospects for his children in a manner which it would perhaps have been chimerical to have thought of in the mother country."

  "As to the assumed roughness and privations of New Zealand life, this is an objection which applies far more to the pioneer, 'tent-dwelling' days of new Settlements, than to such later, more advanced days as have now been reached; and far more to the 'too late,' 'capital-exhausted' emigrant, than to the more prudent family who go in time. Speaking of the country as it is now, but asking the reader to recollect that a greater social change and industrial advance takes place in a young growing colony like New Zealand in five years than takes place in an old grown country like England in five-and-twenty, I think we shall describe all the 'roughness of living,' domestic privations and discomforts, to which a New Zealand emigrant family would now temporarily be exposed, if we say this – they would not live, at first at least, in so fine or so well-furnished a house as the one they had left; but it would be a house as good as their neighbour's, might be pretty and comfortable, and would be their own; and their table would probably be as well, if not better, supplied. They would have very much worse roads, and no public conveyances, and would have to walk and to ride on horseback a great deal more; and ladies would have to do much more domestic work than fell to
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  their lot in England. 'Help' may be had for periodical washings and cleanings, and great occasions; but female servants are scarce, and much addicted to marrying; and the ladies of the family would have to make many more loaves, pies, puddings, and beds, than they did before. But it is to be recollected that, owing to the verandah-cottage character of the houses, and to the more simple style of living, household work would be comparatively lighter in the New Zealand establishment; and further, that though the butcher's catching the mistress in the kitchen making a loaf, would probably have led to the sending in of his bill in England, no such result would ensue in New Zealand, where every lady makes herself useful as well as ornamental, and blooms the more."

  "As to society, whatever may have been the faults of that Wakefield system of colonisation on which New Zealand was founded, the system had this merit – it drew over a much higher class of emigrants than has ever left the mother country since the cavalier Settlements of Delaware and Virginia were founded; and selected its free-passage working emigrants so carefully, that almost every mechanic and labourer carried to New Zealand was a picked man."

  "Petres, Molesworths, Cliffords, Dillons, Tancreds, Congreves, Wortleys, Vavasours, Cholmondeleys, scions of many old English families, have settled in New Zealand. Retired professional men turned agriculturists, 'vieux moustache' of the Line or Indian service, grown cunning in wool; quiet country families, with broods of sons and daughters; enterprising younger sons, all living on and creating their little estates, with a considerable sprinkling of black coats, scarlet coats, government officials, and the mercantile classes, constitute perhaps half the population of the Colony. No stranger, I think, would now visit the Colony without being agreeably surprised at the high if homely tone of society, and forcibly struck with the steady industrious character of all orders of the young community; and for friendliness of feeling, pleasantness of intercourse, intellectual and moral endowments, I fancy the social circles of New Zealand would generally be found almost equal to any which the emigrant family might have left in England. Crime is all but non-existent; whilst the 'republican licence' so offensive to the Englishman in America, and the 'convict taint,' which still reveals itself through a large portion of Australia, are alike unknown."

  "It should be remembered, too, that the goodness of society, in emigration countries like New Zealand, good as it may be, is improving. People are now beginning to ask
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  themselves very frequently whether emigration be only a resource for paupers – whether it be not a career for a gentleman quite as honourable as any profession, and far more profitable; and one may now often meet a class of families in emigrant vessels who, ten years ago, would almost have shuddered had an emigrant come between 'the wind and their nobility.'" – Hursthouses New Zealand.



  Having thus touched on what we believe to be certain "erroneous impressions" which are said to prevent many a struggling or embarrassed family from moving (in time) to some young and rising colony, let us briefly glance at three classes of our home community, some members of each of which – especially where there was a large family of sons and daughters to provide for – might, we think, substantially improve their own position and their families' prospects, by emigrating to such a country as New Zealand has grown to be, in 1858.

  1. Capitalists: such as retired officers, younger sons, invalid families resorting to some continental sanitorium, unsuccessful members of the mercantile community, professional men, fundholders, and others – being families possessing capitals of from £2000 to £3000, and £5000.

  2. Small (industrial) Capitalists: such as shopkeepers, small traders, master builders, shipwrights, brewers, small yeomen, tenant farmers, and others, – being families possessing little money capitals of from £300 to £1000.

  3. Journeymen mechanics, domestic servants, agricultural labourers, and working men.

  The first is a body composed mainly of well-born, educated people, with young families; of professional men, struggling on in towns against a competition daily becoming more intense; and of retired families who, retreating from the roar and bustle of life, have either congregated in little troops in cheap continental towns and the Channel Isles, or isolated themselves in quiet village nooks, eking out their slender means, and vegetating through life in what the world calls "genteel poverty."

  It is true that families so fixed, either with a small professional income, or with the £200 to £500 a-year derived from the investment of a few thousands at four and five per cent., manage to live in decent respectability. But is it not notorious that such families can make no adequate provision for their children, that they can neither put by marriage portions for daughters, nor find suitable careers for sons; and everywhere in England do we not find the well-
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  born children of families of this order filling the offices of governess and clerk?

  Speaking of a family of this class, counting some £3000 to £5000, and half-a-dozen sons and daughters, containing within themselves some "labour store," some of the "working" element, and provided with two or three well-selected servant "helps," the author whom we have before quoted makes the following remarks: – 

  "Half their capital enables them to buy 400 to 500 acres of land, to build themselves a comfortable cottage, and gradually to bring into cultivation and create a snug little estate (one-fourth arable, three-fourths pasture), the annual produce of which shall enable them to live in rude and easy plenty, to practise a hearty if homely hospitality, and to lay by some annual profit. The remainder of their money, put out on good security at ten per cent., or invested in sheep (placed with one or two of the sons on a stock station), produces them an annual £200 to £300, which year by year may be added to their money capital, or profitably invested in more land; and in all human probability the estate which they have formed would, in a few years' time, be worth £100 per cent, more than it had cost them to create. 15 They have a plenteous table, are well clothed, enjoy a fine climate and good health, and have society probably as good as that which they have left. If the head of the family be ambitious of public life, local and general Parliament are open to him; and though this may provoke a smile, I may perhaps assert that framing the laws and guiding the affairs of a young nation like New Zealand is quite as interesting and probably quite as high a mission as that of tinkering up the institutions of any Old World State. When their time comes, sons and daughters marry among their equals, and have each that useful portion of cash-capital, or colonial experience, which enables them to commence a new step of rising in the world, and to look forward to their own children, vigorous natives of the soil, continuing the upward progress, borne on by the rising fortunes of the young and growing land. It has been proved over and over again, that no great prior knowledge of agricultural or pastoral pursuits is necessary to enable a man in New Zealand to create an estate by means of the plough and the fleece. Some of the most successful colonists are old military or naval officers, professional men, younger sons and the like, men who scarcely knew beans from barley before their arrival; and abundant proof has been afforded that, as regards knowledge of general business and knowledge of farming and grazing, any active
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  educated man of common sense will find himself competent to invest his capital either wholly in land and the creation of an estate, or partly in land and partly in the other openings for the lucrative employment of capital which I have named. And always assuming that they accept their new career heartily; that the whole family – father and mother, girls and boys – are all hearty volunteers; that they he all willing to laugh at first changes, small 'roughings,' domestic makeshifts and mishaps; if they be all willing to make themselves useful both with head and hands; to do as everybody else does, put on the merino and go into their own kitchen, pull off the coat and go into their own fields, there is, I think, no doubt that New Zealand emigration would substantially improve their position."

  "I do not for a moment conceal – on the contrary I hope my readers will most distinctly, most impressively understand – that to realise this new estate in the new land, such a family as this might occasionally find their operations retarded by that dearth or dearness of labour inseparable from all young colonial communities; that they would have to do many things for themselves both in field and house which they never did before; and that they would all have to put their shoulders willingly to the wheel. But it is to be remembered that the work they would have to do is work which their equals around them would be doing – work which, in three cases out of four, they would positively like to do, and work derogatory to no one to do. Indeed, as to the notion of 'debasement' attendant on the idea of using our own hands in the active duties of a young colonial community, may we not ask ourselves, in all soberness – whether any man, Peer or Plebeian, is less honourably engaged ploughing his own fields in New Zealand, than lounging through the streets of some continental refuge for the 'destitute genteel' and dining at the dingy table-d'hote with 'pain a discretion' – whether his wife is less the lady busied in the goodly kitchen of the rising farm, than sitting stiff in twice-turned silk in the faded parlour – whether the daughters are less elegant busied butter-making or rosy in the blooming garden, than dawdling over some protracted crochet monster or hurdygurdy harpsichord – whether the sons are less likely to grow into honourable and useful men because high slang and low billiards have flown before the healthy activities of the stock station and the harvest field?"

  "We New Zealand colonists are now frequently visiting England – some on public missions, some to escort back parties of friends, some for pleasure, some for business, some, it
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  seems, most gallantly, for wives. We occasionally meet each other, and among many little 'social anomalies' which strike us soi disant Britons of the South when we pay a visit to our mother country, none I think strikes us more than the spectacle of so many families whose type I have here attempted to describe being content to dawdle away life in a sort of genteel and languid 'pauperdom' at home, when if they would cast off tinsel and gewgaw, bring out the latent steel that is in them, and carry strong and willing arms and a few thousands to New Zealand, they might lead so different a life – a ruder, robuster, less polished life, no doubt, but surely a more manly, a more pleasant, and a more profitable life."

  "Here, however, we ought perhaps to recollect that until within the last three or four years our public affairs have been in such a troubled state that it is only lately that the country has become the tempting emigration field which we now esteem it to be. Again, the advantages which New Zealand offers to families of this class are really so great that the bare mention of them might well excite suspicion that the statement could not be substantially true – that there were certain drawbacks, certain 'per contra' items, which had not been put in the account; and, further, we ought perhaps to bear in mind that for a quarter of a century or more it has been the habit of such families as these to struggle on through life in the practice of a poor profession, or to retire on little incomes hanging on the skirts of genteel society and trusting to good luck to prevent their children from sinking to some lower estate – and habit, probably, is stronger than nature."

  "However, indications are not wanting to show that members of this portion of our home community are beginning to awake to the advantages of transplanting their families to some more roomy land. I have myself lately been brought into communication with some who have carried to New Zealand capitals of from £3000 to £8000, and as one of these families generally draws over another, I now look forward to the day when many a struggling professional man, many a retired officer, Jersey resident, invalid emigrant to Madeira or the Mediterranean, and income-tax-escaping emigrant to Brussels and Boulogne, will turn his steps to a country where the climate is one of the best in the world – where society and social institutions leave little to be desired – where there are no taxes, tithes, poor rates, or paupers – where the cost of living is not greater than in England – where the interest of money, on the best securities, is full ten per cent. – and where the
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  finest agricultural and pastoral wild land may, in these early days at least, be purchased at from ten to twenty shillings per acre." – Hursthouse's New Zealand.



  FAMILIES TRAINING SONS FOR PROFESSIONS.

  "How often do we see a struggling middle-class family sacrificing or curtailing their own modest pleasures, pinching, saving, scraping, to spare the means of putting one son in a profession! The perfect training and education of this son for any of the professions will, probably, cost from £1000 to £2000 – well handled, a little fortune in New Zealand! Will it be a fortune in the profession? Of the thousand and one young men who every year enter the serried ranks of church, army, navy, civil service, law, medicine – how many help themselves on, and help their families on, and how many fail to do either? Would it not he better to send such son to New Zealand, get him letters of introduction, and place him with some good colonist at £100 a year as the family's pioneer herald, laying the foundation of a better fortune for them all? If we could see the 'balance-sheets' of thousands who entered the professions ten years ago, I fancy that the answer to our question would be a most emphatic affirmative. Are there not hundreds of clever young men grey in the law, who scarce make enough by law to pay for wig and gown; hundreds of young surgeons who, for all they get, had better be barber surgeons, and add shaving to bleeding; hundreds of meek curates in rusty black who preach the evils of wealth, and exemplify the evils of poverty, on a hundred a year and six children? And with facts like these patent to us all, is there really much difference in the sanity of the acts, whether we cast £1500 into the sea, or spend it in training a son for law, church, or physic!" – Hursthouse's New Zealand. 



  SMALLER CAPITALISTS.  – Professional Men: Surgeons, Solicitors, Surveyors, Engineers, Artists, Writers, Teachers, &c. – We should certainly not advise any professional man to move to New Zealand with a view of trusting to his profession; but experience shows that soldiers, sailors, lawyers, doctors, and the like, may all succeed in the agricultural and pastoral pursuits of New Zealand, as well as farmers, graziers, or traders; and professional civilians buying wild land, and engaging in the work of creating an estate, might now and then make their guinea or two and add a trifle to their incomes by occasionally practising the old

 Page 76
  TRADESMEN. – MASTER MECHANICS.



  profession, and that too without neglecting that new and principal business which they were prosecuting with success. Cholera, typhus, and small-pox, are happily unknown in New Zealand; but the medical man is frequently called on to aid in that increase of population which in new countries is so desirable. Lawyers would find some activity in the markets of real property; lands, houses, and hereditaments are often changing hands; and common law and conveyancing are by no means likely to become "lost arts" in New Zealand. Surveyors find occasional work in opening up new districts, in laying out new towns and villages, reserves and public sections, and also in private field practice among the agricultural settlers; whilst roads and bridges are here and there beginning to call for the engineer. And here we would again impress on our readers an important and a very prominent fact – one, however, which, strange to say, is very frequently overlooked. It is this – that New Zealand is a country at present only in its infant state that population is increasing, towns and villages rising, civilisation spreading; and that various old country callings, or professions, which might not receive sufficient support to remunerate the practiser in 1858, might do so in 1860, and might return him an income or good profits in 1862. The surgeon, the solicitor, the surveyor, the engineer, the artist, the music-master, the printer, the trader, the store-keeper, the builder, the brewer, each and every small capitalist who may go to New Zealand in 1858, will, for the most paid, settle down on a little landed property and get rooted, so to speak, in the new country, when every emigrant of the thousands who may arrive after them during the next five or ten years would virtually become a fresh patient, client, customer or employer.

  SHOPKEEPERS AND SMALL TRADERS. – Any active family of this order carrying out a few hundreds, planting themselves down in some of the newly-founded village Settlements, opening a general store, buying up produce of the settlers, and purchasing 50 to 100 acres of land of their own, might manage to combine the pursuits of trading and farming, and could scarcely fail, we think, to do well and save money.

  LITTLE MASTER CARPENTERS, CABINET MAKERS, BUILDERS, SMITHS, WHEELWRIGHTS, SHIPWRIGHTS, &c., taking out £100 or £200, able and willing to do a day's work themselves. and carrying over a good apprentice, or a steady journeyman, might now frequently do a good business. Towns and villages are increasing, houses rising in every direction to meet the requirements of every month's new comers 
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  whilst the fine spar and shipbuilding timber, the splendid harbours and commercial position of the country, the requirements of the coasting trade, and the whale fishery, all indicate that the business of the shipwright, (already in Auckland and Wellington one of some importance,) must grow into a leading mechanical pursuit.

  BREWERS, TANNERS, MANUFACTURING INDUSTRY, &c. – Various small breweries have been established with considerable success. Every working man can afford to drink good ale; and it is a beverage well suited to the climate, and to the active out-door pursuits of the people. Indeed, it is not improbable that fine ale may eventually become an export to Australia, where, as in every hot English-peopled country, there is an immense consumption of malt liquor, and where the climate is unfavourable to brewing. New Zealand is both a barley and a hop country; the climate, with its sharp nights, is well adapted both to the malting and the brewing process; and there is a profusion of the finest and softest water, with an abundance of water-power for cheap machinery.

  The provision and curing trade, both from the climate and the fine well-fed quality of the beef and pork, must, we think, eventually become a considerable business – partly supplying the shipping of Australia and India. Soap and candles are made on a small scale; and this business, like tanning, will probably be extended as tallow and hides become more plentiful. Rope and cordage making, for the supply of the coasting and colonial shipping, and the manufacture of wool lashing, from the Phormium tenax (wild flax) is even now a small but increasing business and one which bids fair to receive considerable extension. No cloth manufactory has yet been established: we should, however, imagine that the manufacture of coarse woollen clothing, like the Australian Paramatta tweeds, might soon be successfully commenced. There is now plenty of wool, and water and water-power are abundant; some dyes could be grown, others are found in the native barks; and colonists and natives are large consumers of clothing and strong woollen fabrics. Indeed, though New Zealand's manufacturing epoch has not yet arrived, and though the legitimate business of these her early days may be to reclaim her millions of wild acres, and to produce wheat, wool, flax, and raw materials for man's food and clothing, we agree in the opinion that "the very abundance and variety of her raw materials for manufactures, and her profuse supply of water and cheap water-power for machinery, all tend to show that she is likely to become a (partly) self-
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  supplying manufacturing colony considerably sooner than has been usual with British dependencies."

  The timber trade, in connection with saw-mills, and the corn trade, in connection with flour-mills, have been commenced; and, as before observed, there are some localities where we believe building speculations would now return considerable profits.

  TENANT FARMERS. – Small tenant farmers, with large families, have very powerful reasons for emigrating, and are admirably fitted for New Zealand emigration. "Many a hard-working industrious man of this class, except that he has enough to eat, is here little better off than one of his day labourers. What with rent, tithe, tax, and game laws, the small farmer's share of the annual produce of his hired acres is a very meagre share. He, of all men, is the man who eats his bread by the sweat of his brow; all but 'adscriptus glebae,' he toils through life at the muck-cart, as his father did before him, and for what? – to get the rent for audit day. If his sons are lucky, they may look forward to doing the same – if unlucky, they will take country service or the sergeant's shilling, and march to glory at sixpence a day; and his daughter may become the squire's menial and wed the groom, or the poor milliner girl with her pleasant path of city life. He farms his landlord's acres, and his landlord farms him, and the latter has the best estate. The sum which a hundred-acre tenant farmer pays in one year for his rent, tithe, and tax, would buy and stock him a New Zealand freehold of 200 acres. In New Zealand he would be landlord; his little capital would at once place him in the position of an independent yeoman, farming his own estate; and with common industry, with half the anxious toil and trouble of his old-world life, every member of his family in a few years' time would be married, settled, and provided for in a manner which might well have seemed incredible to him had he remained 'tenant-toiling' in England on his hundred hired acres."-Hursthouse's Hew Zealand.

  CLERKS, SHOPMEN, &c. – We cannot advise any of these orders of our home community to try their fortunes in New Zealand. Most of the commercial houses as yet are small, and the active young partners who constitute them appear to do the greater part of their own writing and book-keeping. The same remark applies to shops, the proprietors or their families doing their own counter work. If any young man of these orders of our city-pent populations is bent on emigrating, we would earnestly advise him first to take a year with some good mechanic, and thus qualify himself as a joiner, cabinet-maker, wheelwright, or carpenter,
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  when he would at least he sure of his £150 a year in the Colony, and could work at his trade until the course of events, the accumulation of his savings, had enabled him to purchase land, or to commence some business on his own account. Driving a plane is surely as manly and as reputable a pursuit as driving a pen, a much healthier pursuit, and, in a colony, a far more lucrative one. In early days the Honourable Henry Petre (brother of the present peer) might be seen not disdaining to drive his own market carts through the streets of Wellington; and building a house, or making a table in New Zealand is surely as high an employment as keeping accounts or measuring bobbin in England.

  LADY EMIGRANTS, &c. – As widow ladies with families, and others, are occasionally found among our various emigrationary correspondents, we may here, perhaps, usefully add a few words as to the prospects of women improving their position in New Zealand.

  An active widow lady, with a family of strong healthy sons and daughters, all desirous of emigrating, and possessed of a little capital, might unquestionably now go to New Zealand with advantage; some, indeed, have already gone. One to two hundred acres may be purchased near one of the rising villages, and gradually converted by the family (aided, say, by some steady married agricultural labourer, whom they or their friends have selected from their old neighbourhood at home) into a little mixed dairy, arable, and pasture farm – the daughters would probably marry among the colonial youth, and the sons are soon enabled to take their own part, and eventually to establish themselves as independent members of the colonial community.

  Where there is less capital, and a widow with a family, or one or two young women, qualified as milliners and dressmakers are desirous of moving to New Zealand, we should recommend them to proceed to Auckland or Wellington, or one of the chief towns, where a business of this kind, in combination with a little general or fancy shop, might frequently, we think, be opened with advantage.

  School-keeping is not an occupation to be held out to any lady who might be desirous of improving her position in New Zealand. The little estates of the rural colonists are generally some distance from the chief towns; roads and communications are, of course, hot so good as they are in England, and the leading families seem to prefer educating their children at home. Governesses, however, especially active young ladies who would assist the mistress in the nursery or kitchen, as well as active housekeepers, might, we
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  conceive, often obtain good situations; and we may, perhaps, hint to some of our fair readers that the matrimonial market appears not to be overstocked in New Zealand.

  In the compass of a little work of this nature we have, of course, been unable to mention every business or calling which might now, possibly, be commenced with advantage in New Zealand. It is our opinion, an opinion backed, we believe, by every experienced colonist, that almost any active man now landing in the country with a few hundred pounds, no matter what his former calling or business, so long as he be willing to work, could now scarcely fail (eventually) to improve his fortunes – but here, with reference to any particular pursuit which a man might wish to engage in, but which has not been mentioned, we shall be happy to answer any private inquiries, addressed to us, at 3, Crosby-square, Bishopsgate-street, London.

  MECHANICS AND WORKING MEN. – Carpenters, cabinetmakers, painters, glaziers, masons, blacksmiths, wheelwrights, shipwrights, millwrights, coopers, sawyers, thatchers, gardeners, saddlers, sailors, shoemakers, all sorts of labourers, and handy jack-of-all-trade fellows, all men who minister to first wants, are certain to succeed in New Zealand – certain, if only sober and industrious, to make what to them would be a little fortune. It is literally true that hundreds of mechanics and labourers who landed in New Zealand a few years ago are now independent freeholders cultivating their own little estates. Two substantial New Plymouth farmers, members of the local Parliament, Mr. Hursthouse tells us, came to New Plymouth, the one a journeyman carpenter, the other a most industrious agricultural labourer, and excellent M.P.'s they make. Indeed, every colonist could name a score of instances of the gratifying rise of sober working men; and any benevolent person knowing some industrious family of this class, and inclined to help them to New Zealand, might rest satisfied that such family would prosper there, and that they would be able to repay to their benefactor every penny of the money which he might have advanced to help them out.



 15 See page 53.
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  CHAPTER VIII.

  HOW TO GET TO NEW ZEALAND – SHIPS, OUTFIT, VOYAGE – ARRIVAL.

  "LINES OF PACKETS." – The term "Line of Packets" is one now so much abused in its application that among those who are acquainted with shipping matters it has almost lost its true meaning. One shipbroker who may have loaded two or three vessels for some colony in the year 1850, will continue to advertise them in 1858 as his "Line of Packets," though he never owned even a share in one of them, and though not one of them in connection with him has ever been near the colony again. Another, having chartered some half-dozen ships for New Zealand will style them "The" New Zealand Line of Packets; whilst a third actually advertises as regular New Zealand Traders the vessels forming the Australian Black Ball Line – vessels having no more connection with New Zealand than with Africa. 16 In the phraseology of that lax morality now somewhat too fashionable in the commercial world, public advertisements of this nature might perhaps be called "fair delusions" – we regard them, however, as bearing a very ugly resemblance to the commercial "trick;" and hold that the term "Line of Packets" is fairly applicable only to vessels the great proportion of which have regular employment in the particular trade which may be advertised, to vessels over which the party calling them his Line has at least the control of part ownership for himself or friends, and which from their number, the frequency of their departure, and the permanency of their arrangements,

 Page 82
  offer passengers that prospect of comfort, order, and general good management which mere chance or occasional ships cannot do, or would not care to do.

  THE CROSBY-SQUARE LINE OF NEW ZEALAND PACKETS has conveyed several thousand passengers to New Zealand, and despatched there 150 first-class ships, of the burden of 100,000 tons; being, we believe, more than four times the amount of shipping despatched by any house which has ever entered into the New Zealand carrying trade.

  The regular packets owned or employed in our Line are powerful first-class ships, of from 1000 to 1200 tons burthen, and often A 1 at Lloyd's for 13 years, commanded by experienced Passenger-Captains, and carrying Surgeons, the latter generally family men going out to settle.

  They are quite capable of making the run to New Zealand in about eighty days, which, as the New Zealand voyage, allowing for the rounding of Van Diemen's Land, is some 2000 miles (about one-seventh) longer than the Australian, would be fully equal to a run of 70 days to Melbourne or Sydney. The "Joseph Fletcher," one of our regular Liners, has made the run in 84 days. The average length of the voyage to New Zealand, cannot, however, be estimated at less than three months.

  These vessels load in St. Katherine's Docks, close to the Tower of London and within a few minutes' walk both of Crosby Square and the Bank. Steerage passengers generally embark in the Docks, and the vessel then drops down the Thames to Gravesend, 30 miles off, where she remains about 30 hours. Here the Government Emigration Officers hold their survey as to the ship's perfect equipment; and here the majority of the poop and second-cabin passengers embark. Hitherto, our packets have gone direct from the Thames to New Zealand, touching nowhere; but in pursuance of our long-continued endeavours to promote the comfort and convenience of all who entrust us with the business of conveying them to New Zealand we have lately opened a branch establishment at Plymouth, and for the future our vessels will call there to embark any West country or other passengers who may wish to avoid the expense of a journey to London, or the sometimes tedious delay of creeping down Channel and getting away from the land into clear and open sea. 17
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  SIZE OF SHIPS. – The vessels employed in the New Zealand Passenger Trade are not, generally, so large as those employed in the Australian Trade, where considerable numbers of the poorer classes of emigrants come forward as steerage passengers at one time, and fill up a large vessel without much delay. Indeed, if the largest class of vessels could be profitably employed in the New Zealand Trade, we question whether the employment of them would be attended with any advantage to passengers. Three vessels of 1000 tons despatched to the six New Zealand ports in the month would of course offer the New Zealand emigrant public greater facilities of reaching the particular places of their destination than one vessel of 3000 tons despatched in the month and proceeding only to one or two of the chief ports. In regard to individual room and space, too, it must be recollected that the emigrant ship of 3000 tons gives the passenger no more space than the vessel of 1000 tons. The sleeping berths and the greater portion of the cabins fitted up for the reception of emigrants are no larger in the one vessel than in the other; and most unquestionably a passenger in a 1000-ton vessel with about 100 fellow passengers has more room, more promenading space, and less altogether of "crowding" than he would have were he one of 300 or 400 passengers in a ship of threefold tonnage. As to personal safety, either in regard to risks of disease or perils of shipwreck, we believe the advantages are decidedly in favour of the "medium-size" vessel. Our medical readers would, we think, admit that epidemics or contagious disease would be more likely to break out among 400 or 500 passengers brought together for three months in a vessel of 3000 tons, than among 100 to 200 passengers brought together in a vessel of from 1000 to 1500 tons. As regards "perils of shipwrecks," it is held by many nautical authorities that whilst a medium-size vessel is equally safe in bad weather at sea, she is safer when approaching land – inasmuch as drawing several feet less water she would go clear over a shoal or reef where a heavier ship might strike, and could run for shelter into many a bay and haven which the ship of heavier draught would not venture to approach.

  We trust our readers will not think that we make these remarks in favour of medium-size vessels merely because we happen to be owners of such. Our long experience, both as Shipowners and Insurance Brokers, satisfies us that the
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  popular idea of the "biggest ship being the best" is an erroneous idea; that the greater speed of a larger ship owing to her greater length (a speed effecting a saving of about a week or ten days in the run to Australia) is sometimes purchased at risks which virtually outweigh its value; and we hold that a modern first-class vessel of about 1000 tons, combines more advantages, either as a passenger ship or as a general long voyage trader, than a vessel of any other size – an opinion to which many of our brother shipowners are now, we believe, coming back.

  PROCEEDING DIRECT TO THE PORT OF DESTINATION. – In order to carry our passengers as direct as possible to their ports of destination, and to spare them the delay and discomfort of "forwarding them on" (which means shifting them and their goods and luggage into some small steamer or dirty little coaster, to be carried possibly 200 miles to the Settlement they want to reach) our line is divided into two branches: the packets of the northern branch proceeding direct to Auckland and New Plymouth, and those of the southern proceeding alternately to Wellington, Nelson, Canterbury, and Otago.

  One to two vessels per month are despatched to some of these six chief ports throughout the year, and their order of sailing is regularly advertised in the Times and in the Australian and New Zealand Gazette. On arrival afc their respective ports the ships are consigned to the care of our regular agents there, and then generally proceed on to China, freighting home with tea and silk.

  CHOICE OF SHIP. – Though we cannot but think that the great support given by the New Zealand Passenger-public to our line for fifteen years is a fair indication that our line is substantially the best, it would be ridiculous to assert that the New Zealand passenger will never find any vessels on the berth for New Zealand equal to our own; and should he determine to exercise his own judgment and to compare the advantages offered by other ships we would recommend him to be guided in his "choice of vessel" by some such hints as these: – As a general rule, the vessel should be A 1 at Lloyd's, and the higher the number of years the better: for instance, a ship A 1 for thirteen years is built of far superior timber to a ship A 1 for only four or five years; and the chances are that if the latter got ashore she would go to pieces, while a ten or thirteen years' vessel might hold out through the gale and save all lives. We say as a general rule, for some very fine vessels are not classed at Lloyd's at all; and there are seven years' ships of such superior construction as to be fully equal to many of 
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  nominally a much higher class; but here, the emigrant must be guided by the advice of some friend experienced in such matters. Again, where a vessel might not in every respect seem well found and appointed, or where there might appear to be some screw loose in the arrangements, inquiry should be made as to the respectability and standing of the reputed owners. If, for instance, it were found that the ship was being sailed under a "mortgage" she should generally be avoided. We have known such a vessel in the New Zealand trade, after having all her cargo on board and passengers ready to embark, detained for months, and then after all sold by the mortgagee and the whole of the goods and passengers transhipped to another vessel. Again, a passenger should, if possible, see the captain he is to sail with – not that he should judge unfavourably by a merely rough exterior; but most persons are able to form a tolerably fair judgment after a few minutes' conversation with a commander of a vessel whether or not they are likely to be comfortable with him. If a captain be favourably reported of by any friend who may have preceded the emigrant to the colony, very much may be sacrificed for the advantage of sailing with such a man. Then there is a comparison of the dietary scales to be made; but here, in truth, so much depends upon the character of the shipping house that it is scarcely the advertised quantity, or even quality, which can safely be taken as a guide. Then the space allowed and the situation of the berths is another consideration; and here much must be left to each individual's tastes, though it may be remarked that space is far more valuable when given in the length than in the breadth of a ship. We offer these remarks as an attempt to advise on a subject somewhat hard to understand by those as unaccustomed to ships and shipping matters as country emigrants generally are; but when doubts and fears and "difficulties of choice" beset the emigrant in the important work of selecting the ship which is to carry him and his family some thousands of miles across the ocean we think he would seldom do wrong in trusting to any well-known and respectable shipping house, dealing with them himself, personally, without the intervention of any passage broker or emigration agent.

  GETTING TO NEW ZEALAND VIA AUSTRALIA. – Some of the Liverpool and Bristol Australian Lines issue bills stating that passengers are "forwarded on" to New Zealand; and the Touters, Runners, and the like, who infest the streets and docks of emigration ports are, we believe, ever ready to take the New Zealand emigrants money for a passage to New Zealand via Melbourne!
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  Not more for the protection of our own interests than for the benefit of the New Zealand emigrant, we wish, here, most distinctly to state, that this "forwarding on" to New Zealand is a delusion and a snare. Melbourne is 1500 miles from New Zealand. In the course of this year a steamer will probably be laid on to start once a month from Melbourne to New Zealand with the overland monthly mail, and such steamer may make the run across in about seven days, charging probably 12 guineas for a cabin and 6 guineas for a steerage passage. With this exception, however, the sea communication between Melbourne and New Zealand consists of sailing vessels, chiefly small brigs and schooners engaged in the cattle, produce, and general freight trade. The average passage of these vessels is not less than twelve days (some of them have been known to take three weeks or a month), the passage is often a rough and stormy one, and the charge varies from £5 to £10 per head, with freight at about £2 per ton. Assuming, then, that the New Zealand passenger on leaving the ship in Melbourne was lucky enough to find a vessel sailing almost at once for the particular port in New Zealand to which he was bound, he would find the whole expense of getting his family across amount to certainly not less than £8 to £10 per head. If, however, on arrival at Melbourne or Sydney, the first sailing New Zealand trader did not happen to be going to the particular port to which he was bound (as might very likely be the case), there would be further expense, a further detention, and a second re-shipment. For instance, if he wanted to go to Canterbury or Nelson and the trading vessel were bound to Auckland or New Plymouth he would have to land at one of these places and wait there till a chance occurred of reaching his destination. Looking at this contingency, it certainly would not be safe to estimate the time required to get from Australia to the particular Settlement the passenger might be going to at less than a month, or the cost at less than £10 per head. In the bills and advertisements we have alluded to nothing is ever said as to at whose expense this "forwarding on" is to be accomplished. It is, we presume, quite evident that the Passage Brokers could not pay the expense; for if so, receiving but £15 to £18 from the New Zealand steerage passenger for his passage to New Zealand via Melbourne they would actually have to pay more than half this sum away again in getting him "forwarded on" from Melbourne to New Zealand. If, however, notwithstanding this warning as to the delays and difficulties of getting to New Zealand via Australia, any of our emigrant readers should still desire to go round-about by Mel-
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  bourne or Sydney, and should still believe that the shipping house would be at the expense of "forwarding them on," all they have to do to decide the point is to insist on the shipping house inserting the following words on the contract ticket or document which, by law, the passenger has a right to receive on engaging his passage: – "by the first opportunity after the ship's arrival at Melbourne, we engage to forward A. B. on to New Zealand at our own expense, and to pay all reasonable charges incurred by him during his stay or detention in Melbourne."

  With regard to engaging passage, choosing and "fitting up" cabins, and various little matters connected with the voyage, we cannot, we think, do better than refer our readers to the following articles in the second volume of Mr. Hursthouse's late work: 

  Page. 

 "Seeing ships in dock".....488 

 "Cabins and berths, and which to select" .. 489 

 "Fitting up cabins".....493 

 "Safety and pleasantness of the voyage" .. 498 

 "First week's settling down"... 500 

 "Insurance".......491

 



  THE TERMS OF PASSAGE, DIETARY SCALE, AND REGULATIONS OF THE CROSBY-SQUARE LINE ARE AS FOLLOWS: – 

  TERMS OP PASSAGE.

  (All Provisions included.)

  Chief Cabin Fare, Lower Deck. – For two persons in the same Cabin..........£42 each. 

 Ditto – For one person occupying the whole Cabin ......... 60 " 

  Poop Cabins by agreement.

  Second Cabin Fare. – Enclosed Cabins............... 26 "

  Steerage-Enclosed Berths, separate Cabins for married couples.... 22 "

  (Steerage. Open Berths for single men............. 20 "

  Children under 12 years to pay one-half passage money. Infants under one year no charge.

  N.B. – Some reduction made in these rates for large Family Parties arranging for passage early.
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  REGULATIONS OF THE LINE.

  1. Payment of Passage Money. – Each Passenger pays half the amount on engaging his cabin, and the remainder at London or Plymouth before embarking. This first deposit is forfeited in case of non-embarkation, and no cabin is held to be "engaged" until such deposit is paid. It is payable only at the Chief Office, and can be remitted from the country by Bank or Post-office Orders. The name, age, country, and occupation of each Passenger should be stated when the deposit is remitted.

  2. Chief Cabin Passengers provide their own bed places, bedding, and fittings for their private cabins; but the Owners of the ship provide everything requisite for the table, such as plate, linen, glass, attendance, &c.

  3. Intermediate and Steerage Passengers have berths built for them in their respective compartments of the ship, but find their own bedding and any extra cabin fittings which they may require. They must also provide themselves with, at least, the following table utensils – knives and forks, one or two deep metal plates and dishes, spoons, a hook tea-pot, cups and saucers, or metal drinking. vessels, and a water can. The provisions are daily prepared by the cooks of the ship; but Intermediate as well as Steerage Passengers make their own arrangements for messing.

  4. Steerage Outfit. – Beds, or good new mattresses (the latter are preferable) should be of these dimensions: – men's, 6 feet by 20 inches; women's, 5 feet by 18 inches; married couples', 6 feet by 36 inches. Two pillows, two blankets, four sheets, and one counterpane should be provided for every bed; and the following is the least amount of clothing, which Steerage Passengers will find necessary: – 

  For Men. – 6 shirts; 6 pairs socks or stockings (half worsted); 2 warm flannel or Guernsey shirts; 2 pair good stout shoes; 2 complete suits of outer clothing; 1 Scotch cap, and a southwester or good felt hat.

  For Women. – 6 shifts; 6 pairs stockings (half worsted); 2 good flannel petticoats; 2 pairs strong shoes; 2 strong gowns, one to be warm; 1 good warm shawl, or a warm cloak made with a hood.

  For Children. – 7 shirts or shifts; 4 flannel waistcoats; 1 warm cloak, or outside coat; 6 pairs stockings; 2 pairs strong shoes; 2 suits of outer clothing.

  A brush and comb, 4 towels, 4 lbs. marine soap, and a canvas clothes-bag for each steerage adult. The outfit is subject to examination by the Government Officer at the port of embarkation, and no passenger is permitted to embark who has not made a sufficient provision for health and comfort.
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  Liquors. – Wines, beer, &c., of good quality, are provided at the following prices: – Port and Sherry, 4s.; Ale and Porter, 1s.; Spirits, 3s.; Brandy, 5s. per bottle; but, for the strict preservation of order in the ship, the quantity so supplied will be under the regulation of the Commander. No private supply allowed to be taken into the Cabins.

  6. Passengers' Luggage. – Chief Cabin and Intermediate Passengers carry half-a-ton, and Steerage Passengers quarter of a ton measurement of luggage in the hold, (besides such effects as they can properly take in their private cabins,) free of charge; the remainder, if any, is paid for at the current rate of freight – a ship's measurement ton is 40 cubic feet, and is obtained by multiplying the length of any case or package by the breadth, and then the product by the depth: thus a case 4 feet long, 3 1/4 feet broad by 3 feet deep would be nearly a ton. Arms, gunpowder, acids, or other dangerous articles, must be separately packed and entrusted to the captain or mate of the ship immediately on embarcation.

  Luggage forwarded from the country for shipment should be carriage paid. The name of the Passenger and the Port of his destination should be painted on each case or package; and then each should have a card tacked on bearing this direction, – 

  Care of Messrs. WILLIS, GANN, & Co., 

 3, Crosby Square, London, 

 To be delivered at St. Katherine's Dock, for the New Zealand Ship " – – – "

  When if a letter of advice be sent to Messrs. Willis, at the time the articles are despatched, they will be duly received and shipped, on payment of charges. All extra Passengers' Luggage and Goods, however, should be delivered at the Docks seven days before the sailing of the ship. The Dock and Shipping charges on Luggage amount to about 2s. per box or package, according to size.

  N.B. – The Luggage the most necessary to have in the Cabin should be marked "Cabin;" and that the most likely to be "wanted on the voyage" should bear these words, so that it may be stowed in the Hold, where it can be got at. Passengers, too, should be careful to see that Packages containing bedding or other things required for immediate use do not accidentally get stowed in the hold. Every care will be taken of Passengers' baggage, but no responsibility concerning it attaches to the ship unless a Bill of Lading is taken: this should always be done when there is much extra luggage.
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  Scale of DIETARY for each Adult Passenger per Week.

 
 
 	  Articles.


 	  Chief Cabin.


 	  Second

  Cabin.


 	  Steerage.




 
 	  Preserved Meats


 	  1 1/2 lb


 	  1 1/2 lb


 	  1 lb




 
 	  – – – - Salmon.


 	  1/2 lb


 	  – 


 	  – 




 
 	  Assorted Soups


 	  1


 	  – 


 	  – 




 
 	  Soup and Bouilli


 	  – 


 	  1/2 lb


 	  – 




 
 	  York Ham


 	  1 lb


 	  1/2 "


 	  – 




 
 	  Tripe


 	  1/2 " 


 	  – 


 	  – 




 
 	  Fish


 	  1/2 "


 	  1/4 lb


 	  – 




 
 	  Prime India Beef


 	  1/2 " 


 	  1 " 


 	  1 1/4 " 




 
 	  Irish Mess Pork


 	  1 "


 	  1 1/2 "


 	  1 "




 
 	  Biscuit


 	  3 "


 	  4 1/4 "


 	  3 1/2 " 




 
 	  Flour


 	  4 1/4 "


 	  4 1/4 "


 	  3 "




 
 	  Rice


 	  1 "


 	  1 " 


 	  1/2 "




 
 	  Barley


 	  1/4 " 


 	  1/2 "


 	  – 




 
 	  Peas


 	  1/2 "


 	  1/2 Pint


 	  1/2 pint




 
 	  Oatmeal


 	  1/2 "


 	  1/2 "


 	  1 pint




 
 	  Preserved Milk


 	  1/2 "


 	  – 


 	  – 




 
 	  Sugar, refined


 	  1/2 " 


 	  – 


 	  – 




 
 	  – – – raw


 	  3/4 "


 	  1 lb


 	  1 lb




 
 	  Lime Juice


 	  – 


 	  6 oz.


 	  6 oz.




 
 	  Tea


 	  3 oz.


 	  1 1/2 " 


 	  1 1/2 " 




 
 	  Coffee


 	  5 "


 	  3 "


 	  2 " 




 
 	  Butter


 	  1/2 lb


 	  1/2 lb


 	  6 "




 
 	  Cheese


 	  1/2 "


 	  1/4 "


 	  – 




 
 	  Currants or


 	  1/4 "


 	  1/4 " 


 	  – 




 
 	  Raisins, Valentia


 	  1/2 "


 	  1/2 "


 	  1/2 lb




 
 	  – – – Muscatel


 	  1/4 " 


 	  – 


 	  – 




 
 	  Suet


 	  1/2 "


 	  6 oz.


 	  6 oz.




 
 	  Preserved Carrots


 	  1/2 "


 	  – 


 	  – 




 
 	  Pickles or


 	  1/4 pint


 	  1/4 pint


 	  1/4 pint




 
 	  Vinegar


 	  1/4 " 


 	  – 


 	  – 




 
 	  Mustard


 	  1/2 oz.


 	  1/2 oz.


 	  1/2 oz.




 
 	  Pepper


 	  1/2 "


 	  1/4 " 


 	  1/4 "




 
 	  Salt


 	  2 "


 	  2 "


 	  2 "




 
 	  Potatoes, fresh or


 	  3 1/2 lb


 	  3 1/2 lb


 	  2 lb




 
 	  Preserved ditto.


 	  1/2 "


 	  1/2 " 


 	  1/2 "




 
 	  Water


 	  28 quarts


 	  21 quarts


 	  21 quarts
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  In addition to this regular dietary, a supply of live stock, &c., will be put on board, in the following proportion, for every six adult passengers – viz. for the Chief Cabin Table, 2 sheep, 6 pigs, 6 dozen fowls, 9 bottles sauces, 1/2 lb. celery seed, 3 dozen bottles preserved fruits, 2 pints of currie powder, 12 lb. Barcelona nuts, 12 lb. shell almonds, 6 lb. arrow-root, 6 lb. sago, and a quantity of spices.

  The following substitutions may be made, at the option of the Captain; namely, 1 lb. of rice, or 1 lb. of oatmeal, or 5 lb. of potatoes, for 1 lb. of bread. For children and infants an equivalent quantity of sago, flour, rice, raisins, suet, and sugar will he substituted for meat, if required.

  Provisions of the best quality are put on board, according to the above scale for 22 weeks, together with an abundant supply of extra stores as "medical comforts" for Passengers generally.

  This Dietary has been framed on the most liberal principles; the quantity and quality of all provisions are subject to a strict examination by the Government Emigration Officer. The same inspection is also made of the Passengers' Berths, insuring ample accommodation and perfect ventilation.

  New Zealand Information. – Messrs. WILLIS, GANN, & Co. being in continual correspondence with their Agents in the Colony, and having frequent personal communication with the various New Zealand Colonists, now so commonly visiting England, on trips of pleasure or business, will be happy to afford every information in their power to parties who, contemplating Emigration, may be desirous of making any preliminary inquiries as to the present condition and prospects of the various Provinces.

  Letters seeking information on any New Zealand subject, addressed to Messrs. Willis, Gann, & Co., New Zealand Office, 3, Crosby Square, Bishopsgate Street, London, E. C., are treated confidentially, and answered with accuracy and despatch.

  Willis, Gann, and Co. also undertake the Insurance and Shipment of Goods, and all other usual Agency and Forwarding Business connected with the New Zealand Settlements.

  TERMS OF PASSAGE. – Our rates of passage are of course higher than those of the Sydney and Melbourne ships; for in conveying a Passenger to New Zealand we have to carry him full 2000 miles further than Australia, and to board and lodge him full 10 days longer than the Sydney or Melbourne vessel would. Again, New Zealand Passengers, as a
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  body, are afar higher class and stamp of emigrants than the Australian, and that quality of dietary and style of treatment which might pass in a cheap Liverpool ship carrying poor Irish emigrants, diggers, and the like to Melbourne, would not satisfy the requirements of the families who choose New Zealand for their "Home." The Law most properly requires that all ships coming under the operation of the "Passenger Act," shall be equipped and provisioned in a certain manner; but, here, in a matter of this kind, where life, to say nothing of health and comfort, is at stake, we should deem it better economy to do more than the law requires – better economy to put even a double supply of stores and medical comforts on board each vessel than to pinch our passengers to save a few pounds, and then some day to find any vessel of ours in the position of the Ann Wilson 18 of the Black Ball Line. It would unquestionably be possible for us to carry Steerage Passengers to New Zealand for £15, or even less, "per head," as the phrase runs, and to land the majority of them alive, just as it might be possible to keep life in a pauper for half-a-crown a week. But this would be a Passenger Trade in which we never intend to embark, and our trading maxim in the New Zealand Emigration Business will ever be, "a good article at a fair price." A large proportion of our passengers come to us through the recommendation of friends settled in the Colony who have themselves been conveyed out by our vessels, and we never intend to risk the reputation of our Line by carrying passengers at lower rates than those at which we know they can be both safely and comfortably carried.
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  We might present our readers with pages of Testimonials sent us by passengers after arrival in the Colony; but we confine ourselves to giving the following "official commendations," lately received from various of the New Zealand Provincial Governments: – 

  From the Provincial Government of Nelson.

  "The Immigration Commissioners express their unqualified approbation of the manner in which you have carried out this matter. It is quite understood by the Commissioners that from the interest your Firm has taken in New Zealand for so many years, you are to have the preference in carrying out any extended scheme of emigration from England."

  From the Agent of the Provincial Government of Canterbury.

  "I have invariably expressed, and shall continue to express, my sense of the energy, efficiency, and liberality with which you have transacted all the business connected with Canterbury, which has been placed in your hands."

  From the Agent of the Province of Auckland.

  "I have the satisfaction of handing you an extract from a letter received this morning from His Honour the Superintendent of the Province of Auckland. From what I have observed respecting other ships, I am convinced that emigrants proceeding by your vessels have greater comfort and advantages than if they were to proceed by those of other Firms."

  From the Provincial Government of New Plymouth.

  "The Provincial Government express themselves pleased with the result of this transaction and the treatment experienced by their immigrants on board the 'Cashmere,' – treatment standing out in marked contrast with that endured by the immigrants per 'Ann Wilson' to Wellington."

  CHEAP SHIPS. – Here we would offer a few remarks upon a system of competition which has sprung up within the last two or three years in the passenger trade to New Zealand, the results of which, while they are primarily injurious to ourselves, must also be ultimately prejudicial to the best interests both of the emigrant and the Colony. If there is any branch of business at the present day offering greater facilities than another for misleading or deceiving the ignorant and unwary, it is that of carrying passengers on long sea voyages; and notwithstanding all the apparent rigour of an Act of Parliament, passed expressly to prevent imposition, there is no business where escape from the conse-
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  quences of "misdoing," by the clever but unprincipled trader, is so easy. We can assure our readers that with all the ostensible protection afforded them by the Passenger Act by far their chief security lies in the character and respectability of the shipping house; and an intending emigrant may be tolerably certain that, however good a bargain he may fancy he has succeeded in driving with the passage-broker of a "cheap ship," the chances are that, before the voyage is over, he will wish he had paid the extra pound or two required and gone by some first-class, but rather higher-priced ship. It would be possible to refer to private, individual, cases in proof of these assertions; whilst we can adduce instances in connection with the Government Emigration to New Zealand, which are now of public notoriety. Not long since, certain Liverpool Firms entered for the second time into the New Zealand Trade, gave public dinners on the occasion, and loudly proclaimed their intention of breaking down what they were pleased to term the "monopoly" of London ship-owners – the London rates of steerage passage were from £18 to £20 – Liverpool could do it at £16 19 – the "Ann Wilson," we presume, was chartered to prove it, and how the "Ann Wilson" proved it is seen by the foot note overleaf at page 92.

  PASSENGERS' ARRIVAL IN THE COLONY. – We beg to observe, in conclusion, that our Passengers on reaching their destination have the right of living on board 48 hours after arrival, and that our various representatives are instructed to offer, and will most willingly offer, our Passengers any reasonable amount of information or assistance in any little matters of doubt or difficulty which may occur to a stranger in the first two or three days of his "settling down" in a new place. Family hotels and boarding-houses are now to be found in each of the six chief Settlements; and rooms or cottages, for the most part unfurnished though, may now be hired at reasonable rates by the month or the week in Auckland, New Plymouth, Wellington, Nelson, and Canterbury, and we should think, now, even in Otago.
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  OUTFIT. – A practical chapter on this perplexing subject is given in Mr. Hursthouse's work, advertised, among others, at page 112. He counsels any family with £1000, or so, going to New Zealand, breaking up a household here, and having a sale of their effects, to pick out a little assortment of their best and most portable things to carry with them; whilst on what he terms "miscellaneous outfit," he makes these remarks: "If I were now going to New Zealand to purchase land, build a house, and create a small estate, I should take at least the following little domestic and miscellaneous articles of list A, and if my capital and proposed scale of operations allowed it, I should also take all or most of the very useful articles of list B. I procured these things at Messrs. Richards and Co., 117, Bishopsgate Street, London – one of those old experienced wholesale houses in the colonial trade where the peculiar sorts, sizes, makes and shapes of Australian and New Zealand articles are practically known; and where packing (close packing to save freight, and safe packing to avoid breakage) is found to be much better executed than it is at the common run of country shops, where little or no experience has been gained in this important process.

  List A. £ s. d.

  HOUSE AND IN-DOOR. – One front and four inner doors; four to six long casement sashes ready glazed; and box of glass........10 0 0

  Largest size cooking range or stove, with extra crook piping to save a chimney, and cooking apparatus.......6 0 0

  Meat saw, chopper, butcher's knife, and steel, steelyard, meat-safe, and two or three wire meat covers........3 0 0

  House brushes, pails, scales and weights, bull's-eye and stable lantern.......3 0 0

  Richards' new washing machine........2 0 0

  American churn and dairy utensils...........5 0 0

  Iron bedsteads, according to size of family............5 0 0

  OUT-DOOR – Two or three best American axes, with extra handles, and a mortice axe.......2 0 0

  Two or three Welch billhooks, and grindstone..........1 0 0 

  Set of steel splitting wedges, timber, chain, and dogs, crowbar, and screw wrench..........3 0 0

  Measuring tape and chain, and set of pulleys, blocks, and tape.........3 0 0

  Set of common garden tools, a large tarpauling and a dozen good sacks.........7 0 0

  [Toatl] . . . . . . . . . .. £50 0 0"
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  Some first class agricultural implements, and a few good common tools are also recommended in the letter on "Agriculture," pages 51 and 62, the argument being that though, as a rule, money is the most useful thing to take, yet that there are some outfit necessaries more useful even than money; and that though these things may be obtained in the Colony, they cannot generally be obtained there so genuine, so suitable, or so cheap, as they can be obtained by the emigrant himself at the best establishments in this country. (See note page 136.)

  On "clothing outfit," Mr. Hursthouse makes the following remarks, which we presume are intended to apply to chief and second cabin passengers: the necessary clothing for emigrants of smaller means being described at page 88: – 

  "The reader will observe that this list is not what he need buy new, but what he should possess altogether. For instance, if the old wardrobe contained half-a-dozen good white shirts he would buy only half-a-dozen new ones; whilst if there were any outer clothing not exactly of the character described but still good or serviceable, he would save his money and make it do. Most men, dictated to by wives, mothers, sisters, or sweethearts, are made to provide about three times as much clothing as is necessary, and will outfit for New Zealand as if they were going first to Central Africa and afterwards to the North Pole. The idea seems to be that the two gross and a half of shirts and flannels are necessary for the voyage. Now in these days, seventeen weeks is a long passage, my last trip in the 'Joseph Fletcher' was made in about twelve weeks, the average run is not now 100 days, and owing partly to the purity of the sea air, partly to there being no work done on the voyage (no violent perspirations), linen may be worn at sea nearly twice as long as on land, and three ship-washable blue shirts a week are ample for any man who is fit for a colonist. With this list before him, and pencil in hand, ten minutes should enable any emigrant reader to tick off the quantity of new things to be bought; whilst as to the quality of what he buys, I would observe that whilst 'cheap slop shops' are a curse to any community where they exist, they are fatal to emigrants; every single article of a colonist's outfit, from his wife's slippers up to a steam thrashing mill, cannot be too plain and simple in mere fashion, but cannot be too good in quality of material and excellence of workmanship; and to secure this desirable end, no better houses to deal with can be named than Messrs. Goy and Evans, 36, Leadenhall Street; Messrs. Monnery and Co., 165, Fenchurch Street; and Messrs. Lack and Co., 90, Strand; – three establishments which do a large New Zealand, Indian,
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  and Australian outfitting business; and where, speaking from personal experience, I have found the prices reasonable, and the quality of the articles excellent, and well adapted for Colonial use and wear. – 'Hursthouse's New Zealand.



  TAKING SERVANTS OR SOME "LABOUR-HELP." – The objection commonly urged against this, is that the person whose passage you pay may leave your service directly on arrival. We do not consider this objection to be altogether a valid one. When due care is taken in selecting the person – some good labourer or servant known to or long employed by the family – and when such person receives the current wages of the Colony, it is we think generally found that the party will remain long enough in the service of the family to work out the "passage-money debt;" and if the maid or man does eventually seek some more independent position it must be recollected that after the first year or so, after the first "settling down," such old servant, comparatively speaking, could be spared with but little inconvenience, and be replaced by another. Indeed, we think that a steady labourer and his wife, or a good domestic servant with an active farming-man, might frequently be taken out by the small capitalist family with singular advantage both to the employer and the employed.

  TAKING MONEY. – The Union Bank of Australia, 38, Old Broad Street, London, has branches at Auckland, Wellington, Nelson, Canterbury, and Otago, on which it grants letters of credit at par: that is, on paying a hundred pounds, or any sum, to the bank in London, the payee gets a "letter of credit," in duplicate, entitling him to receive a hundred pounds in gold at the branch bank in New Zealand. The Oriental Bank Corporation, Threadneedle Street, London, has now established a branch at Auckland and Wellington which it gives drafts; and we ourselves occasionally give "letters of credit" at a small premium on the representatives of our House in the six chief Settlements.

  Gold can also be shipped as "special freight" in the vessel, and paid to the passenger by the captain on arrival; but, here, the freight and insurance amount to a charge of about £2 1/4 per cent.

  LETTERS OF INTRODUCTION, opening to the new comer sources of reliable information on arrival, are frequently to be taken with advantage; and in cases where any parties personally known to us might request it in behalf of some emigrating friend, we should be happy to offer him a few lines to our commercial Representatives at the Settlement to which he might be proceeding.



 16 Not long since an advertisement appeared repeatedly in the "Times," from the parties here alluded to, tending, as it seems to us, to mislead the public, who, by the dexterous wording of a paragraph, were, we think, tempted to infer that the Line in question had conveyed upwards of 40,000 Emigrants to New Zealand, among whom the deaths had not been one-half per cent. – the facts at the time being actually these: – That the Line had not conveyed one-tenth of this number to New Zealand, whilst the deaths among the few it had then conveyed were actually more than 5 per cent., as shown as follows: 



 . . . . . . . . . . . .Passengers. Deaths. 

 Oliver Lang. . . . . . . . 414 . . 12 = 3 per cent. 

 Indian Queen . . . . . . 434 . . 22 = 5 " 

 Ann Wilson. . . . . . . . 229 . .18 = 8 "
17 A vessel's calling at Plymouth and two days' detention there would not be attended with an expense of less than from £50 to £100. It is obvious, therefore, that a vessel could not call at Plymouth for the special convenience of merely two or three passengers, or where the great majority might have chosen to embark at Gravesend. The actual arrangement we propose carrying out is this: – That where any reasonable number of our passengers, when they first engage their passages, express a wish to embark at Plymouth, the ship shall call there tor them: a week's notice of her probable "calling time" being given them.
18 The sympathies of the inhabitants of Wellington were most painfully excited on Sunday, on the arrival of the 'Ann Wilson,' a vessel of the 'Black Ball Line' under engagement with the Provincial Government to bring out emigrants to Wellington. It was soon rumoured that the emigrants had suffered greatly during the voyage out; and it quickly became known that eighteen deaths had occurred on the voyage; shortly after the vessel anchored, one of the emigrants died of extreme debility, and several were landed in the course of the day in a very deplorable state, some of them appearing to be almost past recovery. The provisions which were immediately sent off to the vessel were received with the utmost avidity by those on hoard, and those settlers who visited the ship were very painfully affected by what they witnessed, and by the sad condition of many of the newly-arrived emigrants. The next day, a memorial signed by 70 of the passengers, was presented to the emigration officer, complaining of the insufficient quantity of the food, and the want of water during the voyage." – Wellington paper. 



 An inquest was held on the body of the emigrant who had died on the previous day, and ultimately a verdict against the captain and charterers was recorded, and a fine of £1860 inflicted on the vessel; besides loss of passage-money.
19 The New Zealand agents of the Houses here alluded to actually contracted with the Provincial Government to bring out emigrants at £14 10s. (in one instance even £12 12s. was proposed.) while other Houses were asking £17 and upwards – ours, however, not being of the number, as we expressly keep aloof from competition of this kind. The tender of the Liverpool firms' agent at £14 10s. was accepted by the Wellington Government, but we have reason to believe the contract has been repudiated by the House in this country; and we shall be curious to know whether the severe penalties attached to the non-performance of that contract will ever be enforced. The consequence is that the Province loses a twelvemonth in receiving its desired labour, and probably hundreds of persons sent for by their friends in the Colony, at the express invitation of the Government, have also to wait, to their serious disappointment and inconvenience.


      
  
       

 CHAPTER IX. EXPORTS, MARKETS, STATISTICS, PRICES, WAGES, TARIFF, ETC.

 Page 98
  EXPORTS AND MARKETS.



  CHAPTER IX.

  EXPORTS, MARKETS, STATISTICS, PRICES, WAGES, TARIFF, ETC.

  EXPORTS AND MARKETS. – The New Zealand exports for the year 1858, see page 21, may perhaps be estimated at nearly half a million sterling – a large sum to be produced by a few thousand pioneer colonists located in half-a-dozen spots of a great country, but only an earnest of what may he expected as population flows into the young Land, and the magic touch of capital and labour begins to develope its immense natural resources.

  PASTORAL EXPORTS. – Wool, we think, bids fair to become the chief export to the mother country; and the value of this year's clip may perhaps be estimated at nearly £250,000. It has been calculated that, owing to the extent and quality of the pasturage and the facilities of converting wild lands into the richest grazing tracts, New Zealand is capable of producing an export of wool, tallow, and hides, to the amount of some millions sterling per annum. Indeed, Sir George Grey, after his long experience both of Australia and New Zealand, is said to have expressed an opinion that the latter country, though of small comparative extent, would be found capable, owing to its superiority in soil and climate, of supporting more stock and producing more meat and wool than the whole of the island-continent of Australia.

  Wool, like cotton and silk, one of the great textile staples of the world, is a chief food of British manufactures, and a ready cash market is found in the Colony for any quantity of it. The export commercial houses in each of the six chief Settlements are always eager buyers, and the price, for the finer qualities, may be taken at about 1s. per pound, with a tendency to rise as the washing facilities afforded by the abundant supply of soft running streams are more profited by, and the young New Zealand wool-growers become more accustomed to their business and display more care and skill in "getting up" their wool for market. The wool, after clipping season in November, is packed and pressed in bales containing about 300 lbs., and is then carried either by the flockmaster's bullock-drays ten to fifteen miles to the chief
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  port, or to some of the little coast harbours in the neighbourhood to which coasting steamers, or small craft, are sent by the merchants to collect it.

  Cured beef and pork and preserved ship provisions will, we think, eventually appear as large items in New Zealand exports. The Australian and the Indian marine and the whaling fleet would prove large consumers; whilst, thanks to soil and cooler climate, there is perhaps no country south of the equator where butchers' meat is so fat and fine, and none, we think, where prime mess beef and pork for the shipping trade could be produced at a cheaper rate or of finer quality.

  AGRICULTURAL EXPORTS. – In the last few years two Australian Colonies, New South Wales and Victoria, have purchased (for the most part at very high prices,) New Zealand farm and dairy produce to the amount of nearly a million sterling. In some published information about Otago, which lately came under our notice, it was rather recklessly asserted that these "high price" Australian markets would be steady permanent markets for the New Zealand farmer. We differ entirely from the writer on this question, and can only wonder that any one desirous of imparting correct information about the Colony of New Zealand should venture on such a statement. When the gold discoveries blazed on the world, when thousands a week of new and hungry comers were choking up the wharfs of Sydney and the streets of Melbourne, there was a sort of "scramble" for food, and every bushel of wheat and sack of potatoes in New Zealand rose in value four hundred per cent. But these "rush to the diggings" prices have long ceased. Victoria has had time to push the plough a little for herself; and Van Diemen's Land and South Australia, with half the sea carriage, of New Zealand, could feed Melbourne and Sydney were each city twice as large.

  Though, however, New South Wales and Victoria are no longer dependent on New Zealand for food, we must recollect that the whole of Australia is subject both to "drought years" and to devastating storms and floods, when a portion of the crops is sometimes virtually lost, and when of course New Zealand farm produce would find a sure and high-price market. Looking at this, and at the facilities afforded of shipping New Zealand produce to these markets as back freight, we consider that, at intervals, New Zealand corn and root crops, and especially dairy produce, may find a good demand in Australia. And keeping in view this occasional Australian demand, looking at the average price of wheat in Sydney and Melbourne for the last ten years, remember-
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  ing the increasing demand for food and seed corn and breeding stock, occasioned by the monthly arrival of new comers in New Zealand, and glancing at the European demand for wool, tallow and hides, it has been carefully estimated by one of the first New Zealand authorities, that the New Zealand farmer and grazier may calculate on finding, within a few miles of his fields, cash markets for produce giving an average of about the following prices – an average which – seeing that the soil is easy of cultivation and fruitful of crop, that he is free from rent, tax, and tithe, and that the only thing "per contra," is the higher price of hand labour – is one which unquestionably ought to pay him good interest on the landed investment of his capital: – 

 
 
 	 


 	  £ s. d.




 
 	  Pine Wool... per lb.,


 	  0 1 0




 
 	  Choice Breeding ewes. . . " head


 	  1 0 0




 
 	  Pat wethers... . . " " 


 	  0 15 0




 
 	  Fat beef.... . . " stone


 	  0 2 6




 
 	  Good Working steers. . . . " pair


 	  20 0 0




 
 	  Good farm mares.. . . . each £30 to


 	  40 0 0




 
 	  Dairy heifers... . . " £5 to


 	  8 0 0




 
 	  Butter, cheese, bacon. per lb. 6d. to


 	  0 0 9




 
 	  Wheat... . . per bushel 5s. to


 	  0 6 0




 
 	  Barley and fine oats. " 4s. to


 	  0 5 0




 
 	  Potatoes per ton, best sorted. £2 to


 	  3 0 0






  Pasture grass seeds high and in good demand. Pressed hay for Australia, high, and in occasional demand. Horse feed (oats, hay, &c.) generally rules proportionately higher in the markets of Australia than wheat and potatoes: hay, for instance, is occasionally quoted there at £20 per ton.

  OIL, FLAX, TIMBER, KAURI GUM, AND MINERAL ORES.

  These articles, after wool, tallow, hides, and some agricultural and dairy produce, appear at present likely to become the chief exports of New Zealand. Both the black and the sperm whale are abundant about the coasts and in the home seas; and whilst hundreds of American vessels from New Bedford, Nantucket, &c., are found coming 12,000 miles to fish in the waters of New Zealand, it is, we think, clear that the young Colony might ply the harpoon at her own doors with a very strong probability of commercial success. 20
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  Perhaps by a combination of the processes of Mr. Cox and the Baron de Thierry, the difficulties of freeing the fibre of the Phormium Tenax from its resinous gum, the chief difficulty or defect which as yet has prevented the New Zealand flax from competing with the Russian hemp, may be overcome; and the importance of the discovery, should it prove a commercially workable one, may he judged of when we remember that almost any quantity of the fibre may be produced in New Zealand, and that in year 1853 we paid Russia for hemp upwards of £3,000,000 sterling. 21

  Kauri spars and sawn stuff, 22 and Kauri gum are becoming considerable back-freight exports to Australia and
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  elsewhere, and the mineral resources of the country have been touched on at page 16.

  Recollecting, however, that as yet, we have set foot on but some half-dozen spots of New Zealand, it would be a rash assumption were we now to assume that pastoral and agricultural produce, with oils, ores, flax, and timber (sufficient as such exports would be to make her rich), will be her only exports, or even her chief exports. The history of commerce shows that the spread of population in the new country ultimately reveals many rich articles of export which its pioneer settlers had overlooked. Years elapsed ere America discovered wealth in cotton, South Australia in copper, New South Wales in wool, Victoria in gold. And the spread of population in New Zealand, the magic touch of capital and labour, may reveal gums, barks, dyes, fibres, oils, ores, twenty articles of export as yet undreamt of, or unseen.

  GOLD. – The value of the Gold raised and exported from the Nelson Gold Fields, up to November last, has been estimated at £50,000. It is, of course, impossible to say what dimensions this new export may reach if any great "finds" attracting a large digging population should lead to thorough explorations of the Aorere and other likely spots 23 and such "explorations" be attended with success. So far, although there have been some cases of "great finds," nothing has been discovered on a large scale equal to the Melbourne fields. But it must not be forgotten that the pioneer searchers who have obtained these 12,000 or 14,000 ounces at Nelson have been chiefly a mere handful of tyroes; that no great number of experienced practical diggers has yet reached the spot; and that, as we observed at page 18, it would be opposed both to inferential facts and to the laws of probability to assert now that the Province of Nelson may not eventually display its Bendigoes and Ballarats.

  The effect of the discovery of rich Gold Fields in Nelson would, we think, be decidedly advantageous (eventually) to the whole Colony. Unquestionbly there would be a "flocking to Nelson," and a derangement in the labour market. Agriculturists, estate-creators, squatters, stockowners, and flock masters, would find their operations more crippled by the greater scarcity of hands, and would certainly have to submit to higher wages. But there would be more than an equivalent advance in the prices of all agricultural and pastoral produce; and experience shows that the farmers
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  and graziers and food-producers of Australia were never so prosperous as they have been since the rise of the Australian Diggings. Some thousands of people, too, flocking to Nelson or New Zealand through the "Auri sacra fames," might unquestionably introduce certain rude and boisterous elements into the community; but here we must remember that the sixty thousand colonists of New Zealand, socially considered, are a very "high caste" little community: genuine proof spirits, capable of bearing considerable adulteration by a baser element without becoming radically bad. Again, these New Zealand fields are far more accessible than the Australian, nearer the port-town, nearer the coast; the climate is better for the Digger's health, more suitable for his operations; and, in New Zealand, he would not suffer from that inability to purchase land, or to find any industrial investment for his savings, which has so lowered his "morale" and dissipated his wealth in Australia.

  Looking at these facts, recollecting that New Zealand's "want of wants" is population, and that the discovery of rich gold fields might enable her by the year 1860 to boast a population of 200,000 colonists, with exports to the possible value of some £5,000,000 sterling, we think that such discovery would be attended with a large balance of profit and advantage; and though with her vast agricultural and pastoral resources no country is better able to dispense with the precious metals than New Zealand, we certainly hope that she may send gold as well as the Golden Fleece to our markets, and become not only the granary, but the "El Dorado" of the Pacific.

  The following letter from a gentleman in Nelson, addressed to his friends in Sydney, taken from the Nelson Examiner of September 19, will give the reader a glimpse of the early character and condition of the Aorere Gold Fields: – 

  "Some incredulity has hitherto been manifested by the neighbouring Provinces of New Zealand, and also by Australia, with regard to the existence, in the Nelson Province, of a workable gold field; but it is now beyond the possibility of dispute that at the Aorere, about fifty miles from the town of Nelson, not only does a workable gold field exist, but that it yields a better average return than the boasted gold fields of Australia, being more easily obtained, more generally diffused, and obtained with much less expense. There are now about two thousand persons at the diggings, including cooks, storekeepers, bullock-drivers, visitors, &c. The majority of the diggers are working in and near the bed of the Slate River,
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  which rises in the quartz ranges, a chain of mountains reaching far into the interior of the island. This river has been traced sixteen miles by some old Californian diggers, who are of opinion that it is workable for the whole of that distance. It has numerous tributaries, which promise equally well. There is, therefore, an extent of country capable of accommodating ten times the number at present on the diggings. The richest gold has hitherto been found in the valleys, or gullies as they are termed. But while speaking of the diggings, I must observe that there is little or no digging, the gold being found in shingly beds and in the shelves of the rocks, so that it is only necessary to remove the loose stones and shingle. Where they have to dig, from one to two feet is found sufficient; and although some few have taken to deep-sinking, I am not aware of any having met with any better return than from surface digging. On account of this, the claims are larger than I believe they allow on the Aus tralian diggings, being thirty feet square for new claims and sixty feet for old diggings. I may here observe that some of the old deserted claims are found to pay very well by those who do not care to go further, and find it difficult to get a new claim without doing so. There is a party at present turning the Slate River out of its bed; this, they estimate will cost £600. Of course they would not incur this expense without making pretty certain of an ample return. They have been induced to do this from one of their party having seen the gold shining among the stones at the bottom of the river. The earnings of some of the most fortunate diggers are almost incredible; it is true none have made a fortune, but some have laid a good foundation, having, in the short space of three weeks, saved £300. A party of four men got out of the Slate River sixteen pounds' weight and some ounces in one week, making each man's earnings for the week £175. This is not an isolated case; I could mention others equally successful, some so much more so as to be hardly credible, but the above I can vouch for, a gentleman of my acquaintance having seen it weighed. The earnings vary from £10 to £200 per week, although it must be admitted some do not make wages, but these are generally found to be men either unable to endure the unavoidable inconvenience and hardships, or who like to hang too much about the grog tent. Clothing and provisions are nearly as cheap here as in the town, there being many facilities for the transit of goods. Our little steamer goes there twice a week with a full cargo, and a squadron of small craft are continually to be seen coming and going."
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  We take the following commercial report from a late Nelson Examiner: – "Gold has been brought to market in large quantities, and the William Alfred and the Louisa and the Miriam took to Sydney, on the part of the Union Bank of Australia, more than 2400 ounces; whilst every vessel from the neighbouring Settlements brings a number of men bent on and fully determined to search for and gain all that this El Dorado of the New Zealand Isles will yield them. This, however, is no guide to the amount of gold obtained, as much passes away among the small craft trading between the various ports, and some is kept back by others waiting for direct opportunities of shipment. We shall not be wrong in stating the yield of the Aorere gold fields, notwithstanding the wet and inclement weather up to the present date, at much less than from 12,000 to 14,000 ounces."

 



  "A" referred to in Note, page 43.

  The Wellington Independent of Nov. 28, 1857, says, "We stop the press to announce that the Imperial Government and Mr. Sewell (a member of the New Zealand Ministry lately in England on public business) have completed an arrangement with the "New Zealand and Australian Mail Steam Company" for the establishment of inter-provincial Steam communication. Two 800 ton ships of 200 horse power are to run between Australia and New Zealand, and two 500 ton boats of 100 horse power are to branch from Wellington north and south. The cost of the Service is £20,000 per annum – £12,000 being paid by the Imperial Government and the remainder by the Colony."
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  STATISTICS.

  ROUGH ESTIMATE OF POPULATION, CULTIVATIONS, AND STOCK, calculated up to May 1, 1858.

 
 
 	  Province.


 	  Colonists. 1


 	  Natives.


 	  58th & 65th Regiments Soldiers.


 	  Lands fenced in.


 	  Sheep.


 	  Cattle.


 	  Horses.


 	  Pigs.




 
 	  Auckland.


 	  17,000


 	  32,000


 	  800


 	  100,000


 	  50,000


 	  30,000


 	  3,000


 	  13,000




 
 	  Wellington.


 	  14,000


 	  10,000


 	  600


 	  60,000


 	  300,000


 	  30,000


 	  3,000


 	  13,000




 
 	  New Plymouth.


 	  3,000


 	  6,000


 	  200


 	  10,000


 	  20,000


 	  5,000


 	  500


 	  3,000




 
 	  Nelson.


 	  13,000


 	  1,000


 	  – 


 	  35,000


 	  350,000


 	  20,000


 	  2,500


 	  12,000




 
 	  Canterbury.


 	  8,000


 	  500


 	  – 


 	  30,000


 	  350,000


 	  20,000


 	  1,700


 	  8,000




 
 	  Otago.


 	  5,000


 	  500


 	  – 


 	  15,000


 	  200,000


 	  20,000


 	  1,600


 	  800




 
 	  Total.


 	  60,000


 	  50,000


 	  1,600


 	  250,000


 	  1,270,000


 	  125,000


 	  12,300


 	  49,800




 
	1   Taking the past year's increase of population at about 20 per cent., we may assume that, at the above date, the European, population of New Zealand would be nearly 60,000, some four-sevenths being males and three-sevenths females. Owing to the operation of the Nelson gold fields more of this population at that date may be in the Nelson province and less in the other Provinces than appears in the table – but the diggers and adventurers attracted to Nelson from other parts of New Zealand are not so much Nelson residents as speculative visitors who will eventually return to the homes or families they have left. Of course, however, if these Nelson gold fields should prove rich and permanent diggings, Nelson, through immigration both from Europe and Australia, will increase in population more rapidly than any other Province. 



 The estimated amount of stock and cultivations would give about 4 fenced in or cultivated acres and 30 head of stock to every European inhabitant. The annual ratio of increase of stock and cultivations for the whole Colony appears to have been lately about 0 per cent.
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  STATISTICS.

  ROUGH ESTIMATE of the REVENUE, EXPORTS, SHIPPING, and Number of HOUSES of each PROVINCE

 
 
 	  Province.


 	  Assumed Public Revenue of each Province for the Year 1858. (see pp. 20 & 21.)


 	  Estimated value of the exports of each Province for the Year 1858. (see page 21.)


 	  Assumed amount of tonnage of Shipping entering the Ports of each Province in the Year 1857.


 	  Estimated amount of Shipping owned in the Year 1857, in each Province, (chiefly small coasters.)


 	 


 	  Estimated No. of Houses in each Province in the Year 1857.




 
 	 


 	  £


 	  £


 	  Tons.


 	  No. of Vessels.


 	  Gross Tonnage.


 	 




 
 	  Auckland.


 	  100,000


 	  100,000


 	  60,000


 	  350


 	  10,000


 	  3, 700




 
 	  Wellington.


 	  60,000


 	  100,000


 	  40,000


 	  100


 	  3,000


 	  3,000




 
 	  New Plymouth.


 	  10,000


 	  30,000


 	  5,000


 	  2


 	  100


 	  600




 
 	  Nelson.


 	  50,000


 	  150,000


 	  20,000


 	  50


 	  1,000


 	  2,000




 
 	  Canterbury.


 	  40,000


 	  80,000


 	  10,000


 	  10


 	  300


 	  1,400




 
 	  Otago. 2


 	  20,000


 	  40,000


 	  10,000


 	  10


 	  300


 	  900




 
 	  Total.


 	  £280,000


 	  £500,000


 	  145,000 tons


 	  520 ships


 	  say 15,000 tons.


 	  11,600




 
	2   It is reported that the Provincial Authorities at Otago have been induced to part with a block of land of 100,000 acres to some Australian speculator at the price of 10s. per acre. If so, of course the Land Sales item of the public revenue of the financial year in which the proceeds of such monster and exceptional sale may appear, will exhibit a great increase.
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  STATISTICS.

  Roughly-estimated proportions of the races and religious sects of the 60,000 New Zealand colonists:

 
 
 	  RACE. 3


 	 


 	  SECT.


 	 




 
 	  Foreigners.


 	  1


 	  Catholics.


 	  1




 
 	  Irish


 	  20


 	  Scotch Church.


 	  1




 
 	  Scotch.


 	  20


 	  Wesleyans and other Dissenters


 	  2




 
 	  English.


 	  60


 	 


 	 




 
 	 


 	 


 	  Episcopalians.


 	  4




 
	3   These proportions would not, however, hold good for Otago; there, assuming the present population to he nearly 5000, the proportion would we think, be about 3000 Scotch, to 2000 of Irish, English, and foreigners.






  RETAIL SHOP PRICES. – It should be remarked that this list applies chiefly to town dwellers; country settlers on land generally produce all they require except their groceries, and buy these more by wholesale, i. e., two or three families join and buy half-a-dozen bags of sugar or a chest of tea at some auction sale – groceries and imported merchandise of all sorts are frequently sold by auction in the Colonies, and the auctioneer is far more closely allied with the merchant and trader in Australia and New Zealand than he is in England. Some of these articles are always a little dearer, some a little cheaper, in one Settlement than in another; but taken as a whole these prices fairly represent the present average prices of the chief articles of domestic consumption for the Colony generally – though of course it will not be forgotten, that if New Zealand should turn out to be as rich a gold country as Australia, "shop prices," and indeed all prices, will, for a time at least, be somewhat higher.

 
 
 	 


 	  s.


 	  d.


 	  s.


 	  d.




 
 	  Beef, mutton, pork, per lb.


 	  0


 	  4 to


 	  0


 	  6




 
 	  Fowls, per pair.


 	  3


 	  0 "


 	  5


 	  0




 
 	  Eggs, per dozen.


 	  1


 	  6 " 


 	  2


 	  0




 
 	  Milk, per quart.


 	  0


 	  3 "


 	  0


 	  4




 
 	  Fresh butter, per lb.


 	  1


 	  0 "


 	  1


 	  6




 
 	  Colonial cheese, bacon and hams, per lb.


 	  1


 	  0 "


 	  1


 	  6




 
 	  Bread, per lb.


 	  0


 	  3 "


 	  0


 	  4




 
 	  Flour, per lb.


 	  0


 	  2 1/2 "


 	  0


 	  3




 
 	  Best potatoes, per cwt.


 	  6


 	  0 "


 	  8


 	  0




 
 	  Large cabbages, each.


 	  0


 	  1 "


 	  0


 	  2




 
 	  Rice, per lb.


 	  0


 	  3 "


 	  0


 	  4




 
 	  Salt.


 	  0


 	  O 3/4 "


 	  0


 	  1




 
 	  Soap.


 	  0


 	  4 "


 	  0


 	  6




 
 	  Sugar, per lb.


 	  0


 	  4 "


 	  0


 	  6




 
 	  Tea, per lb.


 	  2


 	  0 "


 	  3


 	  0
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 	  s.


 	  d.


 	  s.


 	  d.




 
 	  Coffee, per lb.


 	  1


 	  0


 	  to 1


 	  6




 
 	  Tobacco.


 	  2


 	  6


 	  3


 	  6




 
 	  Candles, per lb.


 	  1


 	  0


 	  1


 	  3




 
 	  Firewood, month's supply for a family


 	  10


 	  0


 	  20


 	  0






  The retail prices of clothing, hardware, and the common articles of British manufacture sold in the shops, are about £100 per cent, higher than in England.

  The price of wines and spirits is about the same as in England. Hotel and boarding-house charges, house-rent, and hire of apartments are, perhaps, about £50 per cent, higher than in England.

  MISCELLANEOUS PRICES.

 
 
 	  Sawn board and scantling per 100 feet


 	  12s. to 21s.




 
 	  Shingles (the wooden) slate per 1000


 	  13s. " 18s.




 
 	  Bricks.... per 1000


 	  60s. " 80s.




 
 	  Lime.... per Bushel


 	  3s. " 4s.




 
 	  Split garden palings... per 100


 	  10s. " 15s.




 
 	  Substantial verandah cottage (wood) say for a family of six


 	  £150 to £200




 
 	  Small Raupo rustic, ditto.


 	  £25 to £50




 
 	  Post and 4-rail field fencing, per chain


 	  15s. to 20s.




 
 	  Hire of horse and cart for a day.


 	  15s. to 25s.




 
 	  " riding horse, ditto.


 	  10s. to 20s.






  A family of half-dozen members, having their own cottage and ten to twenty acres of land under cultivation, as a little dairy and garden farm, might, we think, now live comfortably in New Zealand on an income of about £100 a-year.

  RATES OF LABOUR AND DOMESTIC SERVICE.

 
 
 	  Agricultural and general unskilled labourers, per day of eight to nine hours 


 	  6s. to 8s.




 
 	  Skilled labourers, such as carpenters, wheelrights, shipwrights, 

smiths, masons, &c., per day of eight to nine hours.


 	  10s. to 15s.




 
 	  Good general man servant, living in the house, per year.


 	  £50 to £60




 
 	  Good female servant, ditto.


 	  £20 to £25






  If the various Provinces continue to devote a portion of their revenues to the introducing of labour under the "Assisted Passage" system, these high rates will unquestionably be lowered; and without New Zealand should prove a great gold country, we incline to think that wages, during the next five years, will not exhibit a higher average than one of 5s. or 6s. a-day for unskilled labour.
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  VALUE OF IMPROVED PROPERTY. – Small suburban farms, lying within one to four miles of any of the six provincial capitals, would now, we think, generally realize from £10 to £20 per acre. Good shops and warehouse sites in Auckland and Wellington have fetched from £10 to £20 per frontage foot, and the small acre and half-acre town lots put up by auction by the Provincial Governments, where new townships are to be laid out will sometimes realize from £50 to nearly £200 per acre.

  The Tariff. -Customs' duties, producing even in these infant days about £150,000 a year, form the sole public tax paid by the New Zealand community. 24

  ARTICLES DUTY FREE.

  1. All articles for the supply of Her Majesty's land and sea forces.

  2. Animals living.

  3. Bricks, slates, and stones for building purposes, and mill stones.

  4. Boats.

  5. Books printed, not being account-books.

  6. Bottles full of an article subject to duty.

  7. Bullion and coin.

  8. Casks, empty.

  9. Coal.

  10. Corn, grain, meal, flour, bread, and biscuit.

  11. Gunpowder, fit only for blasting purposes.

  12. Iron, pig.

  13. Machinery, viz., brick and tile making, draining, flax, hay, and wool pressing, straw and turnip cutting, reaping, threshing and winnowing machines, steam engines and apparatus for ditto, and machinery for mills, including hand flour mills.

  14. Manure.

  15. Oil blubber and bone, the produce of fish or marine animals.

  16. Plants, bulbs, trees, and seeds.

  17. Passengers' personal baggage.

  18. Ploughs and harrows.

  19. Specimens illustrative of natural history.

  20. Tobacco for sheep-wash, subject to its being rendered unfit for human consumption, and to such regulations as the Governor shall from time to time prescribe in that behalf.
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  ARTICLES PAYING DUTY.

  £-s.- d.

  1. Ale, beer, cider, and perry, in wood, the gallon........0-0-6

  Ale, beer, cider, and perry, in bottle, the gallon........0-1-0

  2. Spirits and strong waters of every kind, sweetened or otherwise, of any strength not exceeding the strength of proof by Sykes' hydrometer, and so on in proportion for any greater or less strength than the strength of proof, the gallon.........0-8-0

  8. Wine, in wood and bottles, containing less than 25 per cent. of alcohol of a specific gravity of 825 at temperature of 60 degrees Fahrenheit's thermometer, the gallon........0-3-0

  4. Cigars and snuff, the lb...........0-3-0

  5. Tobacco, the lb.........0-1-3

  6. Coffee, chicory, and chocolate, the lb........0-0-2

  7. Iron-rod, bar, bolt, hoop, and sheet not otherwise manufactured, per cwt.........0-1-0

  8. Salt, the cwt........0-1-0

  9. Sugar, raw and refined, of all kinds, and treacle and molasses, the lb.........0-0-0-1/2

  10. Tea, the lb........0-0-3

  11. Wood, of all kinds, not manufactured into furniture, the cubic foot........0-0-2

  12. Boots and shoes, hats, apparel of all kinds and all material for making apparel, jewellery, cutlery, clocks, watches, and plated ware, and all silk, woollen, cotton, and linen manufactures (except corn and gunny bags and woolpacks), sperm, stearine, and wax candles (measuring outside the packages), the cubic foot........0-3-0

  13. All other goods, wares, and merchandise (measuring outside the packages), the cubic foot........0-1-0 

 Or at the option of the principal officer of customs at the port entry at which the same shall be imported, the cwt.........0-2-0
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  List of standard, or recent, works on New Zealand – procurable at Stanford's, Colonial Publisher, 6, Charing Cross, London: – 

  £ s. d.

  Hursthouse's New Zealand, "The Britain of the South," 2 vols.; with 2 maps, and 7 coloured views........1-1-0

  Captain Cooper's Settler's Guide.......0-2-6 

  Forsyth's Emigrants' Handbook (by post).......0-0-4 

  Hodgkinson's Canterbury (by post)........0-0-5

  Weld's New Zealand Sheep Farming (by post)......0-0-4

  The New Zealand Pilot; an admirable ship's guide to every harbour, and to every mile of the New Zealand coast, published by order of the Admiralty.......0-3-6

  Te Ika a Maui; by the Rev. R. Taylor, a standard work on the native race, and on the geology and natural history of the country.......0-16-0

  THE CHIEF OFFICERS OF THE NEW ZEALAND GOVERNMENT.

  Salary

  Governor. 

  Salary

  His Excellency Colonel Thomas Gore Browne, C. B. £3500 

  Ministry.

  Colonial Treasurer C. W. Richmond, Esq. . £700

  Colonial Secretary E. W. Stafford, Esq.. .£700

  Attorney-General. F. J. Whitaker, Esq.. . £700

  Without Office. Henry Sewell, Esq.

  Commander of the Forces.

  Lieut.-Col. Wynyard, 58th Regiment, Auckland.

  Judges.

  Chief Justice Arney, Auckland.... £1000

  Mr. Justice Stephens, Wellington.... £800

  Speaker of the House of Representatives (House of Commons).

  Charles Clifford, Esq. 25......£400

  Superintendents (Lieut.-Governors) of the six Provinces.

  Auckland.. His Honor J. Williamson, Esq.. £600 

  New Plymouth.. His Honor G. Cutfield, Esq. . £300

  Wellington.. . His Honor Dr. Featherstone. . £600

  Nelson.. . His Honor J. P. Robinson, Esq. . £500

  Canterbury.. . His Honor W. Moorhouse, Esq. . £500

  Otago.. . His Honor Capt. Cargill. ... £400



 20 Captain Kennedy reports whales to he very numerous on the coast, having seen a large number of them during his trip. Fyfe's Shore whaling party at the Kaikoras, consisting of two seven-oared boats, was doing remarkably well. They had caught about sixteen tuns of oil, were in chase after whales nearly every day, and expected to make a good season. Mr. Fyfe had found a Moa's egg at the Kaikoras, while digging the foundation for his store. It is a foot long, about 9 inches in diameter, and 27 inches in circumference. The shell is the sixteenth part of an inch in thickness. A hole is drilled in the end of it, and the egg must evidently have been considered of great value by the natives, as it was found deposited at the head of a skeleton with a number of very large poanamu axes. Mr. Fyfe, we understand, is going to send it home to the British Museum. – Wellington Independent, July 25.
21 One of the articles to which we have endeavoured to draw attention has been flax – a plant of which there is an almost inexhaustible supply in this Province. Our arguments have had this much effect – that the General Government have offered premiums for the best specimens of exportable flax, and that nearly £1500 has been promised towards the establishment of a flax company. The value of the flax gum, however, is as yet disregarded. Beyond private use for sealing letters or mending broken china, its almost unrivalled adhesive and mastic properties are utterly wasted. 



 Since the above remarks were in type, we have had a proof placed before us that the flax question, at all events, is not to be suffered to fall through. Yesterday afternoon a numerous party assembled at Mr. Cox's, Freeman's Bay, to witness the first formal trial of his machine for preparing flax for manufacture and exportation. The machine itself is very simple, yet ingenious – being based mainly, as it struck us, on the principle of the carding machine. The wood-work has been constructed almost entirely by Mr. Cox – the iron-work by Mr. Dove and Mr. Tizard. We do not here attempt to describe the machine; but we may say that the spectators – of whom a large party were shareholders in the projected flax company – were so well satisfied with the usefulness of the invention, that they at once started a subscription to cover the expense of preparing five tons of flax for shipment to England by the first vessel direct from Auckland. We may add, that several gentlemen present expressed their desire for a similar public experimental trial of the Baron De Thierry's model of preparing flax, and to subscribe towards the expenses of such. A large number of Maories were present at the trial at Mr. Cox's, and wanted to buy the machine of him on the spot. On this occasion the motive-power was supplied by hand labour; but even this showed a result of three hundred-weight per frame or machine per day, – and with steam-power there would be nothing to prevent a hundred frames or machines being set at work under one roof. – Late Auckland Paper.
22 The brig Gertrude is a full ship for Sydney, and will sail in the course of this afternoon. Her cargo consists of 30,000 feet of sawn timber, tongued and grooved, quite a new article of export, 100 tons of kauri gum, 25 tons of potatoes, and 400 bushels of wheat. – Late Auckland Paper.
23 From the description given in the Admiralty Book, the "New Zealand Pilot," of Pelorus Sound, we should imagine it to be a very likely district for gold.
24 Some slight alterations have been proposed in this amended Tariff of 1856-but we believe they have not yet been effected.
25 Cousin, we believe, of the English Peer, Lord Clifford.
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  CHAPTER X.

  THE LAND AND IMMIGRATION REGULATIONS OF THE SIX PROVINCES. – CHOICE OF PROVINCE, ETC.

  BY the "Treaty of Waitangi," made between the British Government and the natives, all the land of the islands (some 80,000,000 acres) was admitted to be their property; and the Government pledged itself to obtain no portion of such territory for the purposes of colonisation, except by the way of friendly purchase. This agreement has been scrupulously observed. The whole of the great South Island, more than 40,000,000 of acres, where, in fact, there are few or no natives, has been acquired in this manner; and a large extent of territory, including many fine pastoral and agricultural districts, has been purchased, by degrees, in the Provinces of Auckland, Wellington, and New Plymouth, which, together, constitute the North Island. The "purchasing" is effected through a special department of the General Government. The natives, as they feel inclined to part with further portions of the magnificent but unused territory which they still possess in the North Island; or, in other words, as they feel more or less disposed to encourage the further spread of European settlement, bring forward fresh districts for sale; and when the bargain is officially and publicly completed by the "Purchasing Department," the fresh-acquired districts become the property of the Crown, and are made over by the Crown (acting through the General Assembly) to the Provincial Governments, who survey and classify them, and then offer them for sale or lease to the public. The New Zealand laws debar any private individual from purchasing or leasing land of the natives. Thus, land is legally obtainable only in two ways-either by public purchase direct from the Provincial Governments, or by private purchase from some party who has already purchased of the representatives of the Crown. 26 The chief public revenue of each Provincial
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  Government is derived, as explained at page 20, from the sale and lease of the wild lands of its Province; and the six Provincial Governments dispose of their wild lands under six different sets of regulations, which, briefly, we will endeavour to explain.

  It is near enough to say that each Province makes three chief descriptions of wild lands – namely, town, rural, and pastoral; selling the two first and leasing the latter. Town lands are the lands which constitute the sites of old or new villages and towns; in the latter, they are divided into small lots of from a rood to an acre, the authorities affix a published "reserved price" to each lot, a price varying from £10 to £200 per acre, and they are sold at periodical public sales for cash to the highest bidder, Rural lands are the common agricultural wild lands of the Province, sold in the various ways described hereafter. Pastoral lands are the wild grazing lands of the Province leased for a term of years under a deed termed a "run licence" to the emigrant who, electing to embark wholly in pastoral pursuits, becomes what is termed a "runholder" or "squatter." When the terms of purchase of any town or rural lands are fulfilled, the buyer receives his Provincial Crown title, for which he pays twenty shillings. The reader should particularly remark that none of the regulations make land purchasable in this country. The late New Zealand Company, the Otago and Canterbury Associations, under whose management the five southern Settlements were formed, had offices in London where they sold "land-orders" entitling the buyer to receive a stated number of acres of land on his arrival in the colony.

  All this – unadvisedly in some respects we think – has been done away with under the New Provincial Systems, and the emigrant purchaser can now only buy public wild lands at the Public Land Office of the Province he may have chosen, on his arrival there.

  "The six Provincial Councils (six local Parliaments) can at any time propose alterations in their respective regulations, and such 'altered regulations' (if approved of and sanctioned by the general Government) come into force and supersede any original or former regulations. In this manner, the original Auckland regulations have been virtually superseded by a second set, and certain partial alterations have been debated or effected in the regulations of other Provinces. Owing to this licence of the constitution, and to the fact that New Zealand possesses no general representative office in this country where official gazettes proclaiming the laws, ordinances, and enactments of the local and general Legislatures are to be seen and consulted,
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  some difficulty is always experienced here in ascertaining what, at any particular date, is the exact state of each Province in regard to its "Land and Immigration Regulations." The leading features, however, of the various regulations are correctly set forth in the following abstract; and this will enable the reader to see the radical differences in the land-sales laws of each Province – information as to all minor points, together with the particulars of any little alterations which may be made by any Province, may instantly be obtained on arrival in the Colony by applying at the Public Land Office of that Province which the reader may have chosen.

  THE AUCKLAND LAND REGULATIONS.

  1. AGRICULTURAL WILD LANDS. – Small farm lots of from 50 to 300 acres are surveyed by the Land Office in the various proclaimed parishes surrounding the capital or the new Settlements, and are then offered (in parcels of from 20 to 50 lots) at monthly or periodical public auctions for cash to the highest bidder – the lowest upset price being 10s. an acre. A portion of such lots get knocked down at the upset price, whilst some will fetch 10s. an acre more, and some will remain unsold. The latter may afterwards be obtained at the 10s. an acre without being submitted to any further auction; and if not disposed of in any way within six months of their being first put up at 10s. an acre, they may be put up at 1s. an acre, and sold to the highest bidder for cash.

  2. GENERAL COUNTRY LANDS not surveyed and not reserved for auction sale, as above, may be purchased without being put up to auction for 10s. an acre cash. Here, the proposing purchaser sends in an application to the Land Office, giving a rough description of the position, extent, and natural boundaries of the block of land he would like to have, and deposits the assumed price, when the Land Office makes the survey. Should it happen that two or more parties apply for the same block of land at the same time, the block is put up at 10s. an acre and sold to the highest bidder among those who have applied for it.

  8. CREDIT SALES. – Small lots of from 20 to 100 acres may be purchased at 15s. an acre with five years' credit, virtually on the following terms: 5s. an acre must be paid in yearly instalments in the first four years, and the remainder at the end of the fifth year, and the credit-purchaser is bound to erect a cottage, and to fence in his lot, before he obtains his Crown grant.
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  4. WILD GRAZING LAND is leased for fourteen years at a yearly licence fee of £5, with £1 a year additional for every 1000 sheep over 5000 which the run will carry. No run to be granted larger than will depasture 25,000 sheep (say 50,000 acres). If during the lease any portion of the run be required for sale, the lease to expire over such portion; but lessee to have notice thereof, and to have pre-emptive right of buying 80 acres of any portion of his run at 10s. an acre.

  5. SUPPOSED MINERAL LAND. – Lots of 160 acres leased for twenty-one years by public auction; or to the discoverer of any such lands, leased by private bargain – one-fifteenth of all raised minerals being paid as a royalty.

  NOTE. – The Government has a considerable quantity of agricultural land for sale in the districts, described pages 26 and 28. Wild grazing lands will be scarce in this Province, until portions of the "central" and "east coast" districts (page 29) are purchased from the natives. Our recent advices from Auckland show that the provincial authorities now contemplate making some considerable alterations in the above regulations, at present in force, and approximating them more to the original set known as the "Whitaker Regulations." These Whitaker Regulations made the leading price of land per acre 10s.; but they made a provision for the allowance of a drawback in the purchase of land, not only to military settlers, but to all buyers – a drawback proportioned to the cost of the voyage and the buyer's expenses in reaching Auckland, either from Europe, India, or the North-American Colonies.

  THE NEW PLYMOUTH REGULATIONS.

  1. AGRICULTURAL WILD LANDS. – Lots of not more than 240 acres or less than 40 acres are put up at periodical public auctions at 10s. an acre and sold to the highest bidder for cash.

  2. MILITARY GRANTS. – Retired officers of the Queen's or Indian Service, becoming "bona fide" settlers, are allowed the following drawbacks in the purchase of agricultural wild lands: – 

  Field Officers of 25 years' service and upwards, in all £600 

 ... " " 20 " " " £500 

 ... " " 15 " or less " £400 

 Captains of 20 " and upwards " £400 

 ... " 15 " or less " £300 

 Subalterns of 20 " and upwards " £300 

 ... " " 7 " " " £200
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  NOTE. – Up to the date of our last advices, the local Government had, we believe, some 20,000 acres of land for sale, but chiefly forest or bush land. Some of the finest agricultural districts in New Zealand, however, lie in this Province, close to the village town and the adjoining hamlets, as described at page 31. For many years, the New Plymouth natives, adopting the dog-in-the-manger policy, have persistently refused to sell the Government any of these much-coveted possessions; and the scarcity of land at New Plymouth in the midst of profuse plenty, has been the chief cause of the slow progress of this fine little Settlement. It is now hoped, however, that under the judicious action of the local Government, a portion of the beautiful country lying between the rivers Waiwakaiho and Waitera will soon be acquired, in which case this Province will be second to none as a field for the agriculturist and the land-purchaser.

  THE WELLINGTON REGULATIONS.

  1. AGRICULTURAL WILD LANDS. – Lots of various sizes from 50 to 500 acres, and more, are surveyed by the Land Office, and then sold to any applicant at the fixed price of 10s. an acre. If two or more parties should apply for the same lot at the same time, it is put up to auction and sold to the highest bidder among such parties.

  2. The Superintendent may set aside blocks of land for private companies or associations formed for promoting new Settlements, or for agricultural communities, where the farm lots, purchasable only by the members of any such association, shall be sold at a fixed price of 10s. an acre, and where the members shall have a right of commonage over any adjacent wild lands.

  3. WILD GRAZING LANDS are leased for 14 years (in lots generally from 10,000 to 20,000 acres) at a yearly rent of one farthing per acre for the first four years, one half-penny for the next five, and one penny for the last five. Conditions as to expiry of lease and pre-emptive 80 acre right of purchase much the same as at Auckland.

  NOTE. – The local Government has a considerable quantity of agricultural land for sale, both in the coast Settlements and at Ahuriri, described at page 35; and also some grazing land for lease. Fresh tracts of both description will be thrown open on the completion of further purchases from the natives, in the fine Hawke's Bay country, and in the districts lying between Ahuriri and Manawatu.
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  THE NELSON REGULATIONS.

  1. AGRICULTURAL WILD LANDS. – Lots of from 10 to 150 acres are put up at periodical public auctions at from 10s. to 20s. an acre, and sold for cash to the highest bidder. An inferior quality is put up in lots of from 80 to 400 acres at from 5s. to 10s. an acre, and sold for cash to the highest bidder.

  A bill passed the Provincial Council, but was disallowed by the general Government, empowering the Province to sell wild lands on credit. The terms on which the diggers' licences are granted have not yet reached us.

  2. MILITARY GRANTS. – Retired officers of the Queen's or Indian Service, becoming "bona fide" settlers, are allowed a "drawback" in the purchase of land of £300.

  3. WILD GRAZING LANDS are leased for 14 years (in lots generally of from 10,000 to 20,000 acres), at a yearly rent of 1/2d. an acre for the first seven years, and 1d. per acre for the remainder of the term. Conditions as to expiry of lease and 80 acre pre-emptive right of purchase much the same as at Auckland.

  NOTE – As observed in the article on Nelson (p. 36), this Province, as compared with others, exhibits rather a scarcity of agricultural and pastoral land. The local Government has, however, still some of the former for sale, and it is expected that further exploration of the country, between the Wairau and the Grey and Buller Rivers, on the west coast, will result in the discovery of more sheep and cattle grazing lands.

  THE CANTERBURY REGULATIONS.

  1. AGRICULTURAL WILD LANDS. – Lots of any size not less than 20 acres are sold at the fixed price of £2 an acre cash.

  2. MILITARY BOUNTIES. – Soldiers discharged through wounds in the Russian war, on the production of official evidence thereof, to receive a free grant of 30 acres of land, if application be made within three years of their discharge. Widows of soldiers who became widows through the Russian war receive a like allowance.

  3. WILD GRAZING LANDS. – The run is hired as yearly tenancy renewable at pleasure every 1st of May, till the year 1870, on these terms: – For a run of less than 1000 acres, £1 for every 100 acres; for a run of 1000 and less than 5000 acres, 2d. an acre for the first 1000 acres, and 1d. for every additional acre; for a run of 5000 acres, and more, 1/4d. per acre for the first and second years, 1/2d. for the third and fourth, 3/4d. for the fifth and every subsequent year. Tenancy over any portion of the run to expire when such portion is wanted for sale; but tenants of runs under 5000 acres to
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  have pre-emptive right of purchasing a twentieth part of the run for a homestead at £2 per acre, and tenants of larger runs to have pre-emptive right of purchasing 250 acres, comprising the homestead, at the same rate.

  NOTE. – The local Government has a large quantity of agricultural land for sale, within six miles of the town, and some grazing land for lease; whilst the gratifying news has just reached us that a path has been found through the highlands which shelter the great pastoral plains described at page 39, across the Province to the west coast, and that some fine valleys and large tracts of fertile country have been discovered along the route. (See page 149.)

  THE OTAGO REGULATIONS.

  1. AGRICULTURAL WILD LANDS. – Lots of any size not less than ten acres are sold at 10s. an acre cash, coupled with the condition that the purchaser shall within a period of four years, expend upon it, in cultivation and improvement, £2 per acre a year. But wild land lying outside the boundaries of proclaimed hundreds, in blocks of not less than 2000 acres, may be sold at 10s. an acre cash, without being subject to the above "improvement condition;" and under this regulation it is said that an Australian speculator has been allowed to purchase a block of 100,000 acres in the south of the Province.

  2. WILD GRAZING LANDS are leased for 14 years at a yearly licence fee of £5, with £1 a year additional for every 1000 sheep over 5000 which the run will carry. No run to be granted larger than will depasture 25,000 sheep. Conditions as to expiry of lease and 80 to 100 acres right of purchase much the same as at Auckland.

  NOTE. – The local Government has a large stock both of agricultural and pastoral land; though it has been questioned whether the pastoral country lying to the south in the colder, more damp and boisterous climate of Foveaux Straits is a country suitable for any delicate fine-wool sheep.

 

  From this short abstract it will be seen that the most common price of agricultural wild land in New Zealand is 10s. an acre cash; and that the only great differences in the six sets of regulations are two – the one, that Canterbury – partly with the view of repressing that speculative monopoly of land colonially termed "land sharking" – an instance of which has just been named in the Otago regulations – and partly with a view of raising a larger fund for the import of labour, (see page 41,) and the execution of public works (things which of course profit the land-buyer) – charges £2 per acre for her land – the other, that only New Plymouth
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  and Nelson make retired officers of the Queen's or Indian Service any allowance in the purchase of land – an example, though, which we think it probable that some of the other Settlements will eventually follow.

  These six separate, and, in some respects, clashing systems of land-selling for the six Provinces, create some perplexity and confusion among the emigrant public in this country; and we cannot but think that one general system for the whole Colony, making land about 20s. an acre, and devoting half the proceeds to the carrying over of well-selected labour from this country, on the sound principle of making the labourer repay the cost of his passage as he throve and grew rich on his high New Zealand wages, would prove far more conducive to the interests of New Zealand, far more comprehensible, popular, and attractive of population, than the multiplicity of systems at present in force. We are aware that a difficulty might arise in framing a general system which should be equally suitable for each Province, but we believe such difficulty might be overcome; and we would respectfully remind both the General Assembly and the Provincial Councils that under her present Land and Emigration Policy New Zealand unquestionably does not draw to herself one-tenth part of that "emigrationary capital and labour" which her rising fortunes and her unequalled natural advantages entitle her to claim.

  FREE EMIGRATION AND ASSISTED PASSAGES.

  The various Provinces from time to time remit a portion of their respective "Land Sales Funds" to this country to be expended in sending back selected mechanics, agricultural labourers, and domestic servants, – an arrangement of which an instance is given in the article on Canterbury, page 41. Sometimes the conditions are, that the selected working man shall pay half the passage-money here, and that the Province shall give him the other half – sometimes, that he shall pay nothing here, but that he shall pay the whole cost of his passage after he has earned the means of doing so in the Colony. As the conditions are thus altered from time to time, they cannot be given here as any standard guide; but as our House has the honor of being connected with the Canterbury and various other of the Provincial Governments in this business of "Assisted Passage Emigration," we shall always be happy to afford any reader who may wish to know what are the current arrangements, every information in our power, and letters on this subject, addressed A. Willis, Gann, and Co., 3, Crosby Square, London, E. C., will receive immediate attention.
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  CHOICE OF PROVINCE.

  To this brief digest of the Land Regulations we may, perhaps, fitly append a few remarks on "choice of Province;" for though we hold that the worst part or province of New Zealand would prove a better emigration field than the best part of Canada, America, or Africa, and believe that if the duly-qualified emigrant only choose New Zealand, it is, comparatively, of little importance to him what part of New Zealand he chooses, yet, unquestionably, there are little differences in the six New Zealand Provinces, and the one which might, on the whole, be the best adapted for one man might not be so for another. Moreover, it must be remembered that some little rivalry exists between the six Provinces. Viewed with regard to their "Land Sales and Immigration Business," they must be regarded in the light of six opposition Houses competing for emigrant custom; and the little periodical or temporary agencies which some of them set up in this country are of course little establishments devoted to the purpose, not of promoting the general colonisation and emigrationary interests of New Zealand, but of urging the merits and proclaiming the superiority of some particular part or province of New Zealand. Thus, if an emigrant-inquirer happened to come into communication with the Auckland agency, he would probably learn far more of the merits of Auckland than of New Plymouth; a visit to the Nelson agency might materially moderate his high opinion of Auckland; the Wellington representative would naturally hold up Wellington to him; the Otago agency exists to trumpet Otago, and by the time our emigrant in quest of information had completed his round of visits it is, we think, more than probable that he would be left in greater doubt as "to which place would suit him best" than he was ere he commenced his inquiries. The establishment of these little opposition or rival agencies in this country is the natural, and indeed the necessary, result of the six separate systems of land-selling which the Colony has set up; they have unquestionably been the means of drawing considerable attention to New Zealand, and of promoting the interests of their respective provinces; and we allude to them here not in any derogatory sense, but simply to show that in the difficulty which often besets an intending New Zealand emigrant as to "choice of province," these special agencies can scarcely be appealed to as impartial judges or disinterested guides. Premising this, we will now offer a few remarks which may possibly assist some of our emigrant
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  readers in making choice of that province which, on the whole, would suit them best. The subject is, however, both a difficult and a delicate one; and nothing but a desire to render this little work as useful and complete a little manual as possible has induced us to treat of it.

  The difficulty at the outset is this: – that one province deserves to rank first in one thing, another in another. If we could combine Otago and Canterbury's noble plains with Nelson's gold and golden climate, and combine these with Wellington's central position, New Plymouth's soil and scenery, and Auckland's splendid harbours and natural canals, the result would be a province which might tempt half of us to plant a home there could it only be brought as near to us as Madeira is – but we have no Aladdin's Lamp, and must e'en be content with each province as it is.

  With respect to owe great class of New Zealand emigrants, agricultural labourers and mechanics, one province is as good as another. More, perhaps, of these classes would find employment in Auckland or Wellington than elsewhere, and any "finer work" mechanics, such as watchmakers, gilders, decorators, and the like, or shipwrights, should, for the most part, go there, for the reason that Auckland and Wellington are far the largest and most advanced towns. But such emigrants as carpenters, wheelwrights, smiths, domestic servants, agricultural labourers, and steady working men, may safely go to any part or province of New Zealand and count on constant employment, short days, and high wages.

  With respect to the small and large capitalist classes who emigrate to New Zealand (page 71), we think the following considerations might occasionally be borne in mind with advantage, when the question came to be mooted of which "Province to choose."

  1. Many people who go to New Zealand have friends there, and when there might be no special inducement to swerve from such a plan, we should advise the emigrant to choose the neighbourhood where any friends might be settled.

  2. When any person or family of delicate constitution, moves to New Zealand with a view of bracing up and improving health, and would like to secure the mildest, most genial climate, Auckland, New Plymouth, Wanganui, Ahuriri, or Nelson, should, we think, be chosen: see remarks at pages 9 and 26.

  3. Retired officers will recollect that Nelson and New Plymouth are the only provinces which allow them a drawback on the purchase of land – though, as before observed, we
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  believe that Auckland and perhaps other Settlements may ultimately do the same.

  4. Any mercantile concern established to embark in the growing import and export trade of the young Colony, would, we think, be the most advantageously planted at Auckland or Wellington, or, if the gold fields prosper, perhaps at Nelson.

  5. Any large capitalist who emigrated to embark at once in sheep-farming or stock-breeding, as a Squatter, and who did not look forward to the purchase of land, and the gradual creation of a landed estate would, we conceive, have the best chance of getting a run either in the Hawkes Bay districts of Wellington, or in Canterbury, or in the remoter country at the southern end of the Otago Province. The best runs afforded by the Nelson Province are, we think, pretty well occupied, whilst the fine grazing tracts possessed both by Auckland and New Plymouth have not at present been acquired from the natives.

  6. As to that great and important body of emigrants who may be described as capitalists, large or small, going to New Zealand to purchase from 100 to 1000 acres of land to be converted gradually into a mixed pasture and arable estate, and perhaps wishing in addition to invest a portion of their capital or skill in some one of the little openings or speculations named in Chapter 7, we conceive it to be utterly impossible to point out any one province of the six which should invariably prove the most suitable for every man. Indeed, we should consider any attempt of this nature to be as presumptuous on our part as it would be unfair to the provinces. Every member of this large class of emigrants has, naturally, certain tastes or prejudices, certain views and designs, more or less peculiar to himself, and that province which might prove the most suitable for one family might well prove the least suitable for another. Indeed, here, it is obviously impossible to lay down any general rule for all, and here we can only refer our readers to the chapter on the Land Regulations, to the description of the provinces, and to the remarks as to climate, &c., from which we think that the great majority of emigrants will be enabled to glean enough information to enable them to decide for themselves which province would please them best.

  7. We not unfrequently find that our cabin and intermediate Passengers have been able to fix on some two of the provinces as the best of the six, but have been unable to decide which of the two to choose. Here, we think that the most prudent course is this: to proceed direct to that one of the two which might appear to possess the slight balance
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  of advantage (a balance so slight, perhaps, that even the accidental circumstance of a ship's calling at one of them and not at the other might determine it); if, on arrival, and looking round, the party were reasonably well satisfied with this first Settlement to stay there, if not, to proceed on and look at the other. By our line of packets this "seeing two places" can sometimes be effected without any additional expense. The ships of our northern branch generally go to Auckland and New Plymouth, and those of the southern branch to Wellington and Nelson, or Canterbury and Otago, stopping about a week or so at each place of call. Thus, if Auckland and New Plymouth, or Wellington and Canterbury happened to be the passenger's two chosen Settlements, he would be carried, say to Wellington, and have a week or so there to look about him, during which time the vessel would still be his home, when, if he were not reasonably well satisfied with Wellington, he would be carried on to his second choice – Canterbury. Indeed, though every guinea in New Zealand be an acre or two of freehold land, and though every emigrant should be Studiously economical in his first expenditure, we still think that when a man is going to invest 2000l. to 5000l. in the country, when he is perplexed in his choice between Settlements A and B, when the latter is not a place at which his ship will call, and when he is not reasonably satisfied with the former, that he would generally do well to take first steamer or coasting vessel, leave his family, if he has one, in lodgings, and run over and see the latter at his own expense.

  CONCLUDING REMARKS.

  It is of course our interest, as a commercial house engaged in the business of conveying passengers to New Zealand, to promote emigration to New Zealand; but in attempting to advance our commercial interests by drawing attention to the emigrationary superiority of New Zealand, it would be utterly opposed to the principles we profess were we to overrate the advantages of the country, or to seek to attract to it a single individual who might be unfitted to succeed there. Indeed, self-interest, if no better motive, should warn all of us who may be engaged in promoting the cause of New Zealand colonisation, to be careful that we do not exaggerate the merits of the country, or draw too bright a picture of the advantages to be realised in it. For if by false or highly-coloured statements we tempt a family who may be personally disqualified for the work of emigration to try their fortunes in New Zealand, and such family return home again disheartened or disgusted, the re
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  sult might well be that a dozen people in the neighbourhood to which such persons might return, people, too, well fitted to succeed in New Zealand and who some day perhaps would have gone there, would be alarmed or induced to hesitate; and might either abandon the idea of emigration altogether, or might proceed to some other Colony in which their faith had not been so rudely shaken.

  To the best of our knowledge and belief the statements made by ourselves in the course of this little work, and the statements of others admitted into it, are substantially, virtually true; and we feel assured that many members of our home community who remain struggling on here from bad to worse, and who are personally fitted for the work of emigration, might now much improve their positions in life by removing to such a country as we have here attempted, briefly, to describe. Declaring this opinion, however, we would nevertheless offer a word of caution to all who may be contemplating a step so grave, so important, as that of emigration. The toiling tenant farmer, the competition-stricken tradesman, the drudging clerk, the embarrassed merchant, the struggling professional man, "in populous city pent," shackled with large families, devoured by taxes, ever toiling to keep up appearances and retain their places in the surging throng, may well long to "shuffle off this old-world coil," and transplant themselves to the free verge and space, the "fresh fields and pastures new," of some young land where they might enjoy rude health and plenty, where they might escape the petty cares of conventional life, where they might have few anxieties about their children, and where they might stand on their own broad acres seeing their flocks and herds and harvests year by year increase. And this desire for some change, this natural longing for a free country life among the trees and fields, this pleasing novelty does, we fear, often cause some of these, our "uneasy classes," to overlook the fact that they or their families may be personally unfitted for emigration, to overlook the fact that there will be cares and troubles even at the antipodes, and that industry and enterprise are almost as essential to success in the new land as in the old. 27

  These remarks apply more particularly to a portion of our over sanguine middle-class families who are sometimes tempted to emigrate without duly counting the cost; but
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  there is another and a large class composed of our middle-class youth-clerks and the like, who in moments of disgust at the plodding nature of their duties and at the confinements and restrictions of their life, are sometimes tempted to forget that it may be better to bear the ills we have than to fly to those we know not of; and young men of this order we would recommend either to act on the hint thrown out at page 78, or to abandon all idea of emigration and to treasure up the truths conveyed in the following critique in a late number of the Athenaeum: – 

  "CAPTAIN COOPER'S NEW ZEALAND GUIDE. – Capt. Cooper offers emigrants the advantage of his personal experience, in logical and eminently practical advice. He dwells however, like all men who have written guide-books to any of our Colonies, upon the hopeless position of genteel clerks and dainty ladies cast into a Settlement to shift for themselves. He warns intending emigrants against merely lady-like wives, and points with a stern finger to the kitchen, where the colonist's lady must inevitably figure and master all the mystery that lies in the manufacture of a light crust. New Zealand is not the sphere for Houbigant's customers. The warning, so often sounded and now trumpeted again, proves the melancholy frequency of the mistake. Hundreds of young fellows, caged in dusty city offices, are inspired by pictures of the fresh sea over which they will sail to a glowing landscape, rich with fruit and flowers, and they throw aside the manifold-writer and the red-ink bottle, levy a few pounds upon their friends, disport themselves in shirts of startling patterns, provide themselves with faultless meerschaums, give a parting supper to their companions, and leave with a cheer and the wave of a gold-laced cap for the land of promise that lies beyond the bright blue sea. Sea-sickness at once opens the list of their disenchantments, and it is to intending emigrants of this class that we cordially recommend Capt. Cooper's Guide, because in it they will be brought face to face with the work that New Zealand will demand of them. The picture is bright enough for men who have strong muscle and stout hearts, accompanied by house-wives unmindful of Berlin wool-work and life in three volumes post octavo; but it is a doleful one for the gentility of Kensington or Fulham. We advise even this gentility, however, to judge for itself. The summary of all the colonial experience with which we have come in contact has gone to prove, beyond a doubt to our minds, that neither in New Zealand, Australia, the Cape, nor Canada, is gig-keeping a profitable employment."- Athenaeum.
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  We hold it to be indisputably true, that in combination of advantages New Zealand is our finest Colony, the most pleasant, homelike, domestic Emigration Field we possess; and we believe that when it is wise and prudent to emigrate at all, New Zealand is the Colony which it would be wise and prudent to choose. To steady industrious labourers and mechanics, it is a country of the brightest promise, and most true it is that many a family of the orders named in Chapter 7, might now substantially improve their fortunes in New Zealand if they would only go there prepared to work and to exert themselves, and to laugh at the various little crosses, difficulties, changes, and annoyances, inseparable from the process of first settling down to a new life in a new land. A family's first year in a country like New Zealand is their "trial year," 28 but it should never he forgotten that every day smooths the path – that New Zealand is an infant Colony in a state of rapid growth and transition – that both from the mother country and even from other less-favoured Colonies population, capital, and labour are steadily flowing in, subduing the fertile wilderness, planting the town, increasing the value of property – and that, in the natural order of things, any fit and qualified family now going to this young Britain of the South might expect that in a few years their first ruder dwelling in the bush, and the small privations of their "probation state," would be exchanged for the comfortable edifice in the midst of cultivations, and for all the necessaries, many of the luxuries of Old-World life.



 26 Owing to the general activity of the community and to the changings and shiftings, the free buying and selling, exhibited in New Zealand industrial life, small farms or partly-cleared lands for sale or lease are frequently in the market, though generally at high prices. Wild land, too, may occasionally be purchased of some private holder, who on arrival has fallen into the common error of grasping at too much land, and leaving himself with too little money to cultivate it.
27 The chief difference here is, that while industry and enterprise combined with a small capital will very frequently not succeed in an old country, owing to excessive competition, small profits, burdens of taxes, and little clogs and requirements of old-world society, they will succeed in a new country where these impediments do not exist.
28 So much of the disheartening or the distasteful in emigration is crowded into this "first year," that we believe nine emigrants in ten do, in the course of this first, or trial, year, very frequently repent that they ever left the mother country; but generally, so great is the improvement of the prospect, so great the revulsion of feeling by the second or third year, that we do not believe one emigrant in ten would then elect to return to the country he had left, if, as a condition of returning, he had to resume the position and prospects in life which were his at the time of his emigration.
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  "Messrs. A. Willis, Gann and Co.

  "GENTLEMEN,

  Since I sent you a few remarks on "New Zealand Agriculture" it has occurred to me that a rough "balance sheet" showing the entire cost of a family's moving to New Zealand and of creating a little estate there, together with the ultimate "return" such an investment might make them, would possibly be useful to some of your emigrant readers. I therefore forward the enclosed article which, if you please, you can add to my first letter as an appendix. 29

  To possess land of our own seems to be a common desire of our nature, and I fancy that one of the chief motives or hopes which induces a man to emigrate to New Zealand is the hope of gratifying this desire, the hope of some day possessing a snug estate, "broad acres" of his own, which he can use as he will without leave or licence from landlord or steward. Now the mere ownership of a few hundred acres of wild land in New Zealand would be little better than the ownership of a few hundred acres of wild sea. To be a valuable possession, the land must be fructified, subdued by the plough and the fleece, in other words turned into a cultivated estate – and how, practically, it would be best to do this, is one of the most important things a man can want to know when he sets about emigrating. Now it is here, I think, where most emigrant guide books are more or less deficient: – in one place the reader may find stated the expense of getting to the Colony; in another he may discover cost of outfit and equipment; in a third he may alight on the price of land; in a fourth pick out the price of labour; in a fifth discover the probable yield of crops; in a sixth the character of markets; and here and there may pick out the fifty little scraps of information which are necessary to enable him to form a rough estimate of the practicability of the
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  design he may have formed, of the costs and charges of accomplishing such design, and of the returns he might count on when his design was realised. But seldom, I think, will he find these items placed before him in one view, or find any sort of "standard calculation" more or less approximating to his own particular case – and this deficiency the following article is intended to supply.

  It has long been my opinion (an opinion which I think many of my brother colonists would now endorse) that the investment of an emigrant family's capital in the purchase of wild land and the gradual creation from it of a cultivated landed estate, with stock and crop, does eventually prove a more profitable investment than mere sheep-farming conducted on what we call the "squatting system." It is true that the scarcity and dearness of farm-labour do seriously impede the work of clearing and cultivating wild lands, and true that the Agriculturist cannot carry on operations without labour, and that the Squatter (almost) can. But many emigrant families are, or as I think I shall show, might make themselves, almost independent of this "labour tax" – that is, their own family and estate would furnish most of the hands necessary to create and work such an estate. And what the Squatter always forgets in urging the superiority of his investment is this: – that he is chiefly a mere tenant of land, a mere lodger in the wilderness, that he gets little or no hold of the country, owns few or no broad acres in it; and is, therefore, cut off from much participation in that great element of profit existing in all new countries which are undergoing the process of Anglo-Saxon colonisation, viz. the rise in the value of land occasioned by the spread of civilisation and the free incoming of immigrant population – a rise which has made millions of acres in America, Canada, and Australia almost as valuable as acres in Middlesex and Kent, and which has centupled the value of thousands of farms and clearings in every old Colony of the empire. Even, too, on the particular question of "growing wool" – almost the Squatter's sole article of production – it is, I think, contended with great truth (as some day I hope to prove) that as many of our wild lands in New Zealand can be laid down in pasture at a cost of from £2 to £8 an acre, and as one acre of such pasture lands (with a few roots added) is capable of supporting six sheep, whilst three acres of the Squatter's wild land are required to graze one sheep, wool could be grown more profitably with the sheep grazed on farm pastures, than with the animal depastured on the wild herbage and suffered to roam half ferae naturae over hill and plain, exposed to all the vicissitudes of a semi-savage life.

  Looking at all these things, I hold that what is
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  termed "estate creating" maybe made even a better paying pursuit in New Zealand than mere sheep fanning; whilst if we extend our view and look to the pleasantness of the respective occupations, we must at once accord a great superiority to the former – the one places a family among friendly neighbours, amid the cheerful sights and sounds of corn-fields, orchards, gardens and meadows, where every blow they strike, every turf they turn, improves or beautifies a blooming little freehold of their own – the other banishes them to the rude plain or rugged waste, where Zimmerman might have mused on "Solitude," and where the Sabbath chimes are never heard.

  I am, dear Sirs, yours truly, 

 CHARLES HURSTHOUSE.



 

  INTRODUCTORY REMARKS ON THE ESTIMATE.

  The reader will please to understand that the following calculation is made not for the single man, the mere bachelor-emigrant, but for a "family." It is where there are half-a-dozen sons and daughters to provide for that emigration to a young and roomy country like New Zealand proves the most wholesome medicine and yields the richest fruits.

  Indeed I should not trouble myself to put down two figures for the mere bachelor "man about town" style of emigrant, who, with his last £1000 or so, occasionally obliges his friends by shining on New Zealand. A gentleman of this order will take with him a Skye terrier, chains, spurs, rings and lumber enough to load an ark, but a blooming young wife with a few hundreds to help him he will not take – an indication of crass stupidity which argues ill for his success, and which warrants the assumption that in New Zealand he at least will not be "the right man in the right place."

  To facilitate the calculation as to passage-money, &c., it is assumed that the family consists of father and mother, two sons and one daughter, between the ages of fifteen and twenty, and of two children under twelve: a family which, as to ages and numbers, is, I apprehend, a very common family among that "small capitalist" class of our community for whom this estimate has been formed.

  It is calculated that the estate would be created and completed in three years. Many a family, "capital and labour armed," as this would be, would, I think, accomplish the work in two years; but here, as everywhere in the calcualtion, I have sought to keep on the safe side. Of course, in actual practice, the estate would be created, the wild land brought under cultivation, by degrees. The most practicable course of procedure, and the one such a family would probably adopt, would be this: they would select about 50 acres of the finest land in the
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  centre of the block and there pick out the pleasantest spot for the house and homestead – some little knoll backed by wood, with a running stream at bottom to course through the garden and the homestead grounds – here, they would at once run up a rough cottage or two, and clear two or three acres for kitchen garden, and the reception of any choice seeds they might have brought out – the women folk remaining in lodgings in some near Settlement or village until the place was thus prepared for them. Having accomplished this preliminary work, taken "seisin" of the land, and provided a few pigs, some poultry, and a cow or two, they would regularly proceed to clear and cultivate this picked 50 acres as a sort of "home farm," and from this base of operations they would gradually push out the plough and carry on the work of cultivation until the whole of the surrounding 600 acres was cleared, fenced, and stocked. 30

  Of course, by the sale of various little articles of produce, there would be a small, but a very small, "return" from the cultivated portion of the estate the first year, and a larger and indeed considerable return the second year; but to simplify the calculation I have set this off (as may very fairly be done) against the expenses of the family's living, their grocer's bills, &c., for the first two years. Moreover, it will be recollected that the sums set down as forming the entire cost of the perfect and complete estate have not to be provided and disbursed at one and the same time – they are outgoings, payments, spreading over a period of three years, (this would apply even to outfit, see note 4, p. 136) and part of them would he provided from funds or "returns" which the estate had supplied. It would of course, therefore, not be necessary that the family should possess all this capital in purse ere they left England. It is my opinion that such a family as I have taken might fairly work out the result described for about £2500, and I think I could manage it myself (though this might prove hard work) for £2000. These remarks show that the calculation must be received not as one displaying the precise annual state of the "balance sheet" for each of the three years – but as one showing the whole cost of creating a certain property in New Zealand, and what annual income such property, when so created, would produce.
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  Estimate of the entire cost of a Capitalist family's removal to New Zealand, of purchasing a square mile (640 acres) of agricultural wild land there, and of converting the same into a little "Family Estate" – together with an estimate of the yearly income such an estate would produce when created and completed at the expiration of the third year. The estate to be three-fourths pasture and one-fourth arable: say 450 acres grass, 150 arable, and 40 waste or ornamental.

 
 
 	 


 	 


 	  £




 
 	  1.


 	  Chief cabin passage (lower deck) of 5 adults, and 2 half adults by Messrs. Willis' published rates


 	  250




 
 	  2.


 	  Steerage passage of the "Labourer's family," described Note 2: 5 adults, and 2 half adults


 	  130




 
 	  3.


 	  Freight, shipping charges, and insurance on various articles of the outfit and equipment, and various small expenses in getting off; say


 	  120




 
 	  4.


 	  The implements described in my first letter. £100 Fenn's Tools as described page 355, of Hursthouse's "New Zealand".......20


 	 




 
 	 


 	  Richards' Miscellaneous articles described page 456, of Hursthouse's "New Zealand"........80


 	 




 
 	 


 	  Wardrobe as described page 452, of Hursthouse's "New Zealand"........150


 	 




 
 	 


 	  Messrs. Gibbs' pasture grass seed, described page 347 of Hursthouse's "New Zealand"......80


 	 




 
 	 


 	 


 	  430




 
 	  5.


 	  Purchase of a square mile (640 acres) of agricultural wild land at 20s. an acre, and various small expenses in selecting the land and moving on to it


 	  700




 
 	  6.


 	  Cost of erecting two cottages (say one wood and one raupo) on the land as rough first dwellings, and some small raupo out-buildings


 	  200




 
 	  7.


 	  Purchase of farm stock: 4 working oxen and 4 mares.....£200


 	 




 
 	 


 	  Bull and 10 heifers, and some young stock.......200


 	 




 
 	 


 	  Six rams and 400 ewes (with a few pigs and poultry).....6OO


 	 




 
 	 


 	 


 	  1000




 
 	  8.


 	  Yearly wages of the Labourer's family as per agreement at £150 a-year, with cottage and rations


 	  450




 
 	  9.


 	  Fences, and extra hand-labour at harvest time and clipping, with various contract jobs in breaking up land: work which it is assumed would be "put out," and not performed by the regular hands of the estate – namely, the two families, the Proprietors and the Labourers


 	  800




 
 	 


 	  Carried forward.


 	  £4080
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 	  Brought forward.....


 	  £4080




 
 	  10. Permanent residence and better out-buildings to be commenced and carried on by degrees in the spring of the third year


 	  500




 
 	  The entire cost of reaching New Zealand, and of creating the complete and perfect estate of 640 acres; cleared, fenced, stocked, and cultivated, and with all necessary buildings


 	  £4580






  Estimated annual value of the returns in agricultural and pastoral produce for the markets which such an estate would be capable of producing from and after the expiration of the third year, when it had been reduced to cultivation and laid out as a three-fourths pasture and one-fourth arable farm – the standing or permanent live stock of such farm being taken at 1000 sheep, 50 head of cattle, and a stud of a dozen horses and brood mares.

 
 
 	 


 	 


 	  £




 
 	  10.


 	  Annual wool clip of the flock 3000 lb. at 8d.


 	  100




 
 	 


 	  Annual sale of fat weathers and lambs, young rams and breeding ewes – say to the gross number of 500, taken all round at 10s. per head.


 	  250




 
 	 


 	  Dairy produce, butter, cheese, and bacon.


 	  100




 
 	 


 	  Annual sale of young stock; fat cattle, heifers, calves, colts, and fillies


 	  300




 
 	  11.


 	  100 acres of wheat, oats, and barley, taken at 25 bushels an acre = 2500 bushels taken at an average of 4s. a bushel all round


 	  500




 
 	 


 	  Gross return


 	  1250




 
 	 


 	  Deduct interest on the assumed capital invested £200


 	 




 
 	  12.


 	  Annual expenses of family's living......250


 	 




 
 	 


 	  Annual expenditure on extra labour to work and to keep in order this three-fourths pasture estate; see note on Item 9, page 144......200


 	 




 
 	 


 	 


 	  650




 
 	 


 	  Nett Cash Balance of annual profit paid by the estate when created and completed at the end of the third year


 	  £600






  N.B. – For remarks on the various items of this estimate, see over leaf.
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  REMARKS AND EXPLANATIONS ON THE ITEMS OF THE FOREGOING ESTIMATES.

  Note on Item 1. -Second cabin accommodation might of course be taken for £160, and £90 be thus saved in passage-money; but I should regard this as false economy: a family of this stamp would very properly go chief cabin.

  Note on Item 2. – The whole truth and practicability of this calculation rests on two assumed facts – the first, that the family shall themselves be willing workers the second, that they shall carry with them a good labourer's family, and keep such family regularly employed for the term of three years as "standing help" in the work of creating and completing the estate. There must be no misunderstanding on this point – if these two "key-stone" facts cannot be relied on, the whole calculation is waste paper, a mere "baseless fabric of a vision." The first, we will touch on in note 9; here, our business is with the second. Could a suitable Labourer's family be obtained; and, when carried to the new country, could it be kept to the work for which it had been provided? Perfectly aware of all that could be argued for the negative, I answer yes to both questions. The sort of family which I should regard as being about the "standard of perfection" in regard to suitability would be this: an active intelligent agricultural labourer, of good moral character and about forty years of age, with a decent sort of wife, and four to six healthy children: say two sons and a daughter, between the ages of fourteen and eighteen, and two younger children. Burns' Saturday Night Cottar was, I fancy, always a sort of apocryphal peasant, even in Ayrshire-anyway the "Cynic's lamp" would not now discover him in England; but in every rural parish in Great Britain we shall find one or two labouring families who have the good word both of farmer and parson, who "stand out," as it were, from their fellows, who enjoy a sort of village good repute, who more or less would approach the "standard" I have named, and who would jump at "such terms of service" as are explained in the note on Item 8, p. 138. An advertisement or two in three or four country papers addressed to rural clergy anxious to help poor hard-working parishioners, would bring to light half-a-dozen such families as these, whilst almost every man who thinks of emigrating has some country friends or other who could probably recommend to him some fit family known to themselves. The material exists, and the material could be found; and now for how to keep it when found. The common objection to an emigrant capitalist taking out any
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  "labour help" is this – that when the new land is reached "Jack is as good as his master," and that Jane at once deserts "missus" for a sweetheart. Now, single young men or women (often taken out by families without much care or knowledge as to character and antecedents) do often leave their employers' service too soon, and cannot be depended on to fulfil in the new land the engagements they contracted in the old; especially when they find (as they frequently do) that the wages they have covenanted to serve for are about half what are current in the Colony. Now this risk of my "labour help" leaving me I would guard against in this wise: – 1st, as one of the commonest causes of desertion is the desire to marry and settle, I would guard against this cause by having my couple already married; and their children, at the ages I have named, though old enough to do good service in the labour-field, would not be old enough, until about the expiration of the three years, to marry, or to experience those feelings of manhood or independence which prompt children to wing away from the parent roof; – secondly, I would offer the liberal "terms of service" named in Item 8; – and thirdly, I would hold out this tempting bait, that at the expiration of the third year I would sell my labourer 50 acres of the cleared estate for a little farm for himself. And if these precautions were taken, if this picked labourer, this man of reputed honesty and good character, were treated as a sort of humble friend, the employer might, I think, safely count on his honestly fulfilling the agreement he had made and signed in England. The richest diggings, even, would have few attractions for such a man. He would have a comfortable cottage, an abundant table, £150 a-year to layby, and the promise of a nice little farm for himself at the end of the three years – the latter, the exact thing which three successful diggers in four (as proved in Australia) aspire to reach and to obtain. He would probably grow attached to his employer, and to the place he was helping to create, to the fields he was helping to win, some of which would one day be his; and would, I think, stick to the estate and be proud to show his skill with ploughs and harrows, sheep and kine, and to display on so new and fine a field the industry and the farming lore which in the old country had raised him to be "head man" with some rustic Mechi down in Devonshire or Kent. 31

  Note on Item 3. – By the regulations of Messrs. Willis' line this party would be entitled to carry about five tons of effects,
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  freight free; but, in the outfit they would have, there would be considerably more than this "allowed quantity;" and the extra freight, insurance, and various little charges, would not, I think, amount to less than £120.

  Note on Item 4. – These things, or some of them, could of course be bought in the Colony; but as a general rule they could not be obtained so cheap, so good, or so genuine there. 32 Portions of them, however, such as portions of the implements, of the "miscellaneous," and the seeds, could be taken first, and the remainder ordered and sent out afterwards, when the 50 acre "home farm" had been pretty well completed and further things were needed for the larger operations which would then commence. The sum of £150 for "wardrobe" includes £20 to £30 which it might be well to lend the labouring family to enable them to go out comfortably equipped. The cost of the new articles of wardrobe for the three gentlemen of the party is estimated at £50, so that deducting these sums there would be £60 left for new things for the two ladies and the two children. Looking at the exuberance of skirt and crinoline now sweeping through our streets, this estimate may be denounced by some fair Emigrants as ridiculously low, and made a handle of to persuade Papa that the whole of "this person's" figures are dangerously incorrect. Against any such inference, however, I must protest. New Zealand, and the "plough and the fleece" in New Zealand, I flatter myself I have studied with success – but the days of man are few, his duties many, and I must confess that my researches have not yet led me into the vast region of statistics of female dress.

  Note on Item 5. – Except in the one province of Canterbury, we may say that the price of agricultural wild land is only 10s. an
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  acre in New Zealand; but as in two of the Provinces (Nelson and New Plymouth) it is put up at about this rate at auction, when of course it might sometimes fetch more, and as a good block of wild land at £1 an acre would be cheaper in any Province than an inferior one at 10s. an acre, this higher price is taken as the one which the emigrant capitalist might have to pay, or which he might prefer to pay.

  Note on Item 6. – The raupo (thatched) houses put up by the natives would be well adapted for at least one of these first dwellings. They will stand good for three or four years, nay, if repaired and touched up now and then, for half a dozen years, and will then answer for rough out-buildings. In putting up these temporary dwellings, care should of course be taken to place them close to but not exactly on what might seem the best and prettiest spot for the good and permanent dwelling which the family will put up at their leisure when the work of clearing the estate is over and they have time to attend to the work of ornamenting and improving. Indeed, the employer's cottage should be so placed as to come in for the back part of the new house. I assume that two cottages would be put up, one for the employer's family, say of wood or good cob, the other, close to, for the labourer. A small but good corrugated iron house and verandah, costing say £150, might, I think, be taken out with advantage, and be put up as the employer's cottage. In this case Item 4 would of course be increased by this sum, and Item 6 reduced about £100. In any localities where raupo and native workmen might not be procurable, a "cob" or wooden cottage for the labourer's family would be substituted, and little sod or turf outbuildings put up, when the whole outlay might be a few pounds more.

  Note on Item 7. – This stock would of course be purchased by degrees, but the greater portion of it could be taken on the land the second year, and by the end of the third year it would have increased to about the "permanent livestock" of the estate named in the heading of the calculation. The buying-in prices of stock of course vary according to markets and the quality or pedigree of the various animals; but the sum put down would, I think, fairly meet the requirements of the case – for both here, and in the items of the credit side, my calculations are based on the belief that except Ballarats and Bendigoes are discovered and New Zealand gold fields draw over a large and hungry "digger population," stock and all agricultural and pastoral produce is likely to average considerably lower for the next five years in New Zealand than it has done for the last five. Occasionally, perhaps, a little choice breeding stock might be advantageously carried out from this country. Of sheep, the improved Leicester, the Cotswold,
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  or the Sturgeon Merinoes, named in my first letter, would be the best introductions; and a couple of rams and half-a-dozen ewes of any of these breeds might make large returns. Of cattle, I should prefer a strong bull calf and one or two heifer calves of the famous Devon breed; whilst the most useful general-purpose horse would be a well-bred Clydesdale colt and filly. Of course, any breeding stock carried over from this country should be of the purest strain. The expense and trouble of taking out an animal whose progeny might fetch some guineas a head, would of course be no greater than that of taking some half-bred mongrel whose progeny would not fetch as many shillings a head; and in carrying over any breeding stock I should insure it at full value. Any choice, fine ham-and-bacon-producing pigs, or a pen or two of fancy fowls, might also be occasionally taken with advantage; and if the family cared to ornament the estate with a little "game," a few hares, rabbits, pheasants, or French partridges might be taken – or, as better, sent for when the first work of creating the estate was chiefly over, and turnips, stubbles, and plantations were ready to furnish due feeding ground and cover.

  Note on Item 8. – Assuming that the labourer and two stout sons between fourteen and eighteen were daily employed in the general work of the estate, and that a girl of this age helped the mistress and the young lady in the house, such united "labour-force" would be equal to about two men and a half, which at the wages of 6s. a day would be equal to say £240 a year. The rations and cottage free would be worth nearly half this, 33 so that I should consider the labourer fairly paid if he received about £150 a-year for the farm labour and domestic services of himself, and his two sons and daughter, together with the assistance of his wife at the weekly washing, and of the two young children for any little jobs, such as errand-running, weeding, sheep-tending, &c., &c.

  With regard to the £130 I had paid for his passage, and the £20 or so I had lent him for his outfit, I should treat the whole as a debt, to be repaid in the course of the three years from his annual cash wages of £150, which might be left in the employers' hands at £10 per cent, interest until the expiration

 Page 139
  LABOURERS' WAGES. – FENCING AND EXTRA LABOUR.



  of the third year, when the labourer would require it for the purchase or the stocking of his own little farm. Thus, at the expiration of his term of service the labourer would find himself in this position: – he would be in a country with his family just coming of age where labour, such as his and theirs, was in constant demand at high rates; he would have £300 in his pocket; and the offer of 50 acres of cleared land near his door say at £5 per acre on terms of easy credit. Such cultivated land might, in regard to real value, be too cheap at this price, but the great object in letting him have the land at all is not to make a profit by the sale of it. It is a twofold object: in the first place, having this certainty to look forward to, he would be a more willing and contented worker during his term of service; and secondly, when his term was over it would be far better for his old master that he should settle as a humble neighbour within stone's-throw, than that he should remove away a dozen miles to purchase wild land; for in the former case he and his family would long serve as sort of "labour nest" from which his old master would draw occasional assistance, and in the latter case he would virtually be lost in the bush, or be removed from all accessible locality.

  Note on Item 9. – FENCING, EXTRA LABOUR, AND THE DUTIES AND LABOURS OF THE PROPRIETOR'S FAMILY. – An estate equal to a square mile (640 acres) divided into twelve great 50-acre fields, would require about 700 chains of fencing, which at £1 per chain, would of course be £700. But it is fair to assume that this block of land would have either some internal or external natural fences; brook, river, creek, loch, estuary, or arm of the sea; and that a portion of the expense of the external or party fencing would (at some time or other) be borne by some neighbour whose land would join the estate. Looking to this, I think if we allow as much as £500 for fencing we shall allow as much as the proprietor would generally have to expend in cash on this necessary work. It is work frequently done, and best done, by "contract," and I allow it to be one of those extra estate-creating jobs which the "standing hands" of the estate (the master's and the labourer's families) would not have time to perform – though – seeing that three-fourths of this estate would be grass land, that only some 150 acres would be under the plough, that the soil and climate in New Zealand wonderfully promote the quick and easy working of the land, that no draining has to be done, 34 that there
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  is an ample allowance of implements and draught stock, that the profusion of water-power offers extraordinary facilities for the driving of any simple farm machinery, that no winter keep has to be stored up as in England and Canada, 35 and that (counting both families) there is a "labour force" nearly equal to five men, – seeing this, I think we might well expect that a portion of this fencing work ought to be done by the "standing hands" of the estate and a portion of this large outlay for "extra labour" saved. A hundred pounds' worth of iron hurdles might come in very useful in making the little temporary divisions of the first 50 acres. Hill and Smith, Dudley, and Hernulewicz Maine & Co., Glasgow, supply good hurdles, I think, at about 50s. a chain. Of course here (as in the case of the iron house) if £100 worth of hurdles were taken Item 4 (outfit) would be increased by this amount and Item 9 reduced to the same extent. The "extra labour" beyond fencing might be allowed for the following work: – 1st, having a portion of the first 50 acres cleared and broken up by contract, by some old neighbouring settler, partly to see how such work was best done; 2nd, assuming there was some "forest land" on the estate, having a portion thereof cleared by natives, or by contract; and 3rd, extra hands at shearing and harvest time. Such "extra labour" would I think be amply provided for £300; and this, added to the fencing £500, would make the entire payment for all "extra labour" performed on the estate during the three years £800. With this great additional help, all the regular common work of clearing, cultivating, and managing the 450 acres of pasture and the 150 of arable, would devolve on the two families, the proprietors and the labourers, numbering together fourteen individuals, being six males, between the ages of 14 and say 50, with four females and four children. It is not only my deliberate opinion that
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  this "labour force" would be amply sufficient to accomplish the work before it, but that every member of it would like the work; and that in all reasonable probability at the expiration of the term every member of it, so far from being bent, broken, or weakened by any excess of toil, would possess a stronger, more robust physique: better blood, finer muscle, brighter skin, the results of abundance of animal food, fine water, early hours, and strong daily exercise in the sweet open air. Not only, too, would the animal strength of this "labour force" be equal to the hand work of the task – its intellectual elements would richly provide all the necessary head work. I am assuming that the proprietor shall be some retired officer some professional, civil-service, or younger-son man, that he and his family shall be people of education and intelligence, and I assert that such a family, coupled as they would be with the practical "helps" and tutors they would always have with them in their labourer's family, would create their estate and work out the result quite as successfully as if they had been farming people bred to the plough-tail in Norfolk or Suffolk – where, though there might be more agricultural science, there would also be far more of Old-World prejudices to disgorge, and a hundred per cent, less of pliancy and "Alcibiadian" adaptibility for the new life to be led in the new land. Now, as in all parts of this calculation I wish to be definite – to leave as little as possible to conjecture, I will state both the character and the quantity of the labour which I expect the proprietor and his two sons to perform. Their work would be the varied operations of ploughing, harrowing, rolling, and sowing; a little gardening and plantation trimming; now and then a day or two at rough carpentry; a portion of the annual shearing, harvest, and machine-threshing, work; and the many little jobs incident to the keeping of stock and the looking after and helping their labourer's family and their contract men. How to set, hold, and drive a plough, and manage the half-dozen farm tools and implements they would use, might be learnt with such a teacher and such a field as they would have, by any human being in half a dozen trials; and the bodily strength, the muscular power, required to perform a seven hours' day's work at the majority of these jobs, would be less than is often expended on a day's hunting, fishing, or shooting. I should expect Paterfamilias, or at least the sons, to be out in the fields with their men by nine, that they took their cold pasty, bottle of beer and dhudeen in the fields with all hands at noon, that they came home to a good plain dinner at five, and got to bed sober and sleepy by eleven. Cincinnatus and the ancient kings and heroes held the plough, and these rural labours, I
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  take it, would neither kill nor disgust any man fit to live. Nevertheless, as "all work and no play makes Jack a dull boy," and as there would he no real necessity for such a family as this to become mere hewers of wood and drawers of water, and nothing else, I would allow each of the three master men an occasional holiday. Thus, if "Paterfamilias" were botanist or entomologist, he might now and then take wife or daughter a pedestrian picnic, harry the neighbourhood for herbal spoils, or bear home grotesque treasures from the insect-world. One of the sons might take his day and beat the woods for wild pig or woodpigeon, flush the brook teal and mallard, or take canoe and draw the creek for Kawai; whilst next week the other might drive Mama to the nearest township, dine with the curate and the curate's rosy daughter, and bring home the shopping and the last number of the "Virginians." I expect, too, that Paterfamilias would see his neighbours now and then, and give his party – not a well-iced dinner-party at £5 a head, where a dozen solemn men meet in stolid gravity to devour more than they can digest and to muddle themselves with particular ports and curious sherries, but a merry evening party where it's help each other, and there's dance and game, and song and tale and supper.

  As to the ladies, their work is to ornament the estate, but first, they must help to create it. The due regulation of the household, with the labourer's daughter as maid of all work and the occasional help of the labourer's wife, would pretty well occupy Mama; whilst as to Miss Lucy, each day would see her busy. She would help her mother in the kitchen and the maid in the dairy, tend the bees, and trim the flowers, feed the pigeons and the poultry, teach her little sister, and when the candles were lit, sing Pa to sleep with selections from "La Traviata" and the "Rose of Castile." This work for the ladies might redden hands, but it would also redden cheeks: it might be work they were never bred to do; but it is work which, looking to the fruits of it, their spirit, intelligence, and education would enable them to do: they would rise with the occasion, and remembering the "dignity of labour," would make the household a pattern to the place.

  A very practical friend by whom this "Calculation" has been expressly sifted, and who enjoys the further advantage of being a married man, has demurred to one, but only to one, item of the whole of it – he thinks that as the Dairy is made a regular department of the estate producing £100 a-year, the "dairy-work" would be such an addition to the common household work of the establishment that the female force provided might prove scarcely equal to their duties. Here, however, with due deference, I retain my own opinion; I have been an inmate 
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  of my sister's and of other establishments in New Zealand I have a fair acquaintance among the matrons of "South Britain," and I have given some attention even to the subject of household management and domestic economy. We have to recollect that churning, the chief operation of the dairy to be called work requiring strength, would be performed by the labourer's youngest son, that there would be the labourer's wife to do most of the washing, that the style of living would be plain and simple, and that there would be no running up stairs or down stairs; and I contend that any active lady assisted by two willing young women, daughter and stout maid of all work, would prove quite equal to the household work which they would have to perform. Of course, however, where the lady of the establishment might be delicate, or unfitted for the active superintendence of a rural household, either an additional maid might be engaged in the Colony, or a little additional "help" carried out from this country. Hundreds of qualified women might be found up here – plain country housekeepers wanting places, widows of little yeoman farmers and the like – any of whom would gladly accompany such a family as this to New Zealand, and who would take subordinate charge of the household as the working deputy of the lady mistress.

  Counting, then, on this steady industry and fruitful employment of the two families, allowing an occasional unstringing of the bow, looking at the liberal sum allowed for extra labour, again recollecting the easiness of New-Zealand cultivation and that three-fourths of this estate once laid down in grass would require no further touching, I feel assured that by the termination of the third year some such a party as I have sketched would have created and completed the estate I have described. It is assumed that the labourer leaves the employer on this consummation of the enterprise, and that he settles as a small yeoman neighbour on the 50 acres he had bought. But, as before observed, his family would long continue to afford some occasional labour help. Indeed, probably, a portion of the purchase-money of the little estate he had bought of his old master would have to be paid in labour, as the £300 cash he would have at the expiration of his term of service, would be chiefly required for the stocking of his little farm and the erection of his house. But if from this quarter no single days labour could be counted on, no serious obstruction of operations would ensue. Indeed after the practical three years' training they had enjoyed, and with the estate created and got in perfect order, the proprietor and his family should be able to keep it in order, almost by themselves – the watch would have been made and would only need winding up. But occasional "help" may always be had, as we have seen in
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  the provision made for contract fencing, extra labour at harvest-time, &c., whilst of course it would always be open to the proprietor, at any period during the three years, to commission some friend in England to select and despatch to him a second labourer's family to replace the first. Without the proprietor, however, looked to buying a second block of land, and creating a second good farm, no second family would be needed; and I should say that with his own forces (himself and now perhaps three sons, some younger one having by this time become useful) he would be able to perform all necessary work of his 150 acres arable land with an expenditure on "extra labour" of not more than £200 a year at most.

  Having created a little family estate, having broad acres of their own to stand on, secured a firm base of operations, and made themselves perfectly at home in the new land, a family of the stamp we have sketched, could of course employ any further capital, accruing from profit, in any way they pleased. They could either enter into some of the many safe little speculations which are always opening to practical experienced men in a young and rising Colony like New Zealand; 36 or they could purchase more land and create a second estate; or they could purchase more stock, take a run fifty miles back, and let one of the sons start as a sheep farmer on the squatting system.

  Note on Item 10. – This annual quantity of young and fat stock, and of dairy produce, is I think considerably less than what such an estate would be capable of producing. The prices taken are low, indeed lower than they are likely to rule. If New Zealand is to become a "gold country" attracting a large digging population, fat sheep and bullocks, dairy produce, corn, butter, cheese, and bacon, will assuredly, for some few years at least, return the producer prices full fifty per cent, higher than those which I have put down. But as an element of calculation I have discarded "diggings" altogether, and have put down prices which, taken as a whole, and even looking to the possibility of our ultimately reaching the "boiling down" of fat stock period are considerably more likely to rise than to fall in New Zealand in the next ten years.

  Note on Item 11. – It is assumed that of this 150 acres of
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  land under the plough, one-third might he taken up by occasional fallows and by root crops (turnips, carrots, mangold, and potatoes) and occasional summer green crops (red clover, lucerne, vetches, oats) the greater portion of which, consumed by the stock of the estate, would not, of course, be produce for sale. It is assumed that only 100 acres of the land would every year be in crop for market. These crops for the most part would be wheat, oats, and barley, in such proportions as the look of the markets might point out as best; though other, or intercalary, crops would occasionally be taken. Looking at the abundance of feeding-off manure there would be, and at the high state of cultivation which is allowed for, there can be no question that these 100 acres would annually produce an amount of various crops for market quite equal in value to 2500 bushels of corn, at 4s. a bushel. Indeed, I think many of my New Zealand fanning friends would estimate this "arable" return of the estate at full £100 a-year more than the sum I have set down.

  Note on Item 12. – With a teeming larder of their own to run to: granary, dairy, poultry-yard, dove-cot, butcher's shop, brewery, fruit and kitchen garden; and no rent, rate, tax, or tithe to pay, the allowance of £250 a-year for groceries, wine, and spirits, and little matters of clothing, &c., &c., where dress is plain and the style of living simple, is a liberal allowance; and would enable such a family as this to live in easy comfort, and in the practice of a hearty if homely hospitality.

  VALUE OF THE ESTATE.

  This little family estate, then, so created and completed at the end of three years at an entire outlay or cost of £4500, would pay the family an annual clear cash profit of about £600.

  What such an estate might be worth to sell in the course of a few years is a question which it is impossible to answer with any degree of exactitude. Indeed, it is not expected that the family would wish to sell it – having created a pleasant "home," I presume they would wish to keep it. Strictly treated, however, as a question of "probability," a word or two may be said even on this point. Everything which raises the value of property in a young Colony like New Zealand springs from, and is mainly dependent on, one great fundamental cause, namely, the free incoming and increase of immigrant population. Now, looking at the present state of the world, at the growing inclination on the part of our middle class "family-burdened" people to emigrate, looking at the comparative desertion of our rugged North-American Colonies as emigration fields in favour of our warmer wool and gold producing Colonies lying at the door of New Zea-
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  land, I incline to think that this fundamental element of prosperity will he found to exist in New Zealand, and that now that her social and industrial state and status is substantially sound and good, she will become year by year a more popular, a more attractive emigration field; that as the natural consequence of this, all cultivated landed property in New Zealand will exhibit a regular tendency to rise considerably in value; and that there would be nothing extravagant in the supposition that an estate of this nature, in a good locality, with stock and crop, might in a few years' time, especially if it were sold in small lots, bring the value of full £10,000.

  "CAUTIONARY REMARKS." – In concluding this estimate as to the practicability of creating a profitable estate in New Zealand, the "ways and means," outlay and returns, &c., I would offer the reader a word or two of caution. It would be only natural and proper that any such family as I have taken for my illustration, who might be looking to New Zealand, and who might perchance meet with this little Paper on "Estate Creating," should desire to have my figures corroborated; and if they had access to any New-Zealand colonist who might happen to be in England, they would very probably and very properly apply to him for such purpose. Now, with due deference both to any of my readers, and to any of my brother colonists, I venture to think that such an appeal might occasionally be attended with no satisfactory result. I certainly do not ask the reader who may think of acting on the prospects here held out to him to take my "ipse dixit," and to believe me and nobody else; but I would hint at one or two considerations which in fairness ought to be borne in mind should he ever come to balance my testimony against any conflicting statements which he might gather in other quarters.

  Assuming that by degrees a large immigrant population should flow into New Zealand and the "mixed-farm" system here advocated become general in the country, it is clear that the "squatting system" 37 would have to be abolished and the
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  Squatter's occupation would be gone: he would have to yield up his monopoly of hundreds of thousands of half-used acres and make way for the plough and the farms and villages which would follow in its train. More unlikely things may come to pass than that the attempt to subvert this squatting monopoly may lead to violence in the neighbouring colony of Victoria, where its evils are now becoming felt, and the New Zealand "Squatocracy" are beginning to fear that such great land-reform movement may soon be agitated in New Zealand. Like the Boroughmongers, like the Palace-Court and Doctors' Commons gentry, the Squatter's cry is "touch the Squatters and down comes the country." The system I advocate is the Free Trade of Agriculture – the Squatters are protectionists to a man; and if it happened to be any member of this honourable body to whom my calculations were submitted it would not be difficult to prognosticate the result.

  But from time to time there are other visitors over from New Zealand who would scarcely be fair judges of any work of mine. Politics run high in New Zealand. We are not Whigs and Tories, but "Centralists" and "Provincialists" – that is, those who wish to see the General Assembly (the Queen, Lords and Commons of New Zealand) made the paramount power – and those who, dwarfing the General Assembly to a mere name, would ride the country by our six Provincial Councils and deck each Chief thereof with a fragment of the "purple." Now I am a "Centralist," and what, for present popularity, is still worse where provincial prejudices are stronger than even provincial politics,
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  I am the partisan of no part of New Zealand, but the advocate of the whole of it; and cannot run down Canterbury to please Otago, or sneer at Auckland to gratify Wellington, nor laud New Plymouth at the expense of Nelson. I [bear in?] mind the old fable of the "bundle of sticks," and would like to see New Zealand abandoning all internecine strife, unite her provinces as one goodly emigration field, and show a solid front against her true rivals in the emigration world, Australia, Africa and America. And here, in these "political and provincial views," I differ so widely from many excellent colonists that I fear the fact of anything being written by me, would often be sufficient to ensure for it in certain quarters, a rather [? ]ing or hostile criticism.

  It is my deliberate opinion – and considering my training and antecedents glanced at in my former letter, I venture to think that on this subject I am competent to express an opinion – that any such family as I have taken for my illustration would often succeed in working out even a better result than the one I have deemed it safe and sure to show in figures. The whole enterprise and scale of operations might of course be tried on a smaller scale. The family might not be so large as the one have named, they might not have the capital I have assumed [? ] go out in the second cabin, take only a fourth of the [? ] and buy only half the land and stock; and the result, though not so good, I think, as the result would be if the enterprise were worked out on the scale assumed, would still be (looking at the free and independent life which the enterprise ensures) a profitable and on the whole a pleasant result. 38

  Families more or less approaching the type I have sketched have not unfrequently removed to New Zealand and other Colonies, and for the most part, I think, with substantial advantage, especially in regard to the prospects of their children, but I should say that not two in twenty of them have done half as well as they might have done, had they only displayed a little more of care, forethought, and preparation before they set out. When a man is taking his family to Paris, Killarney, or the Highlands he provides the orthodox number of shirts, collars, band-boxes, and guide-books, makes the minutest preparations and starts with a decided plan. But for the most part, when he is taking his family to a Colony he starts without a "plan." He appears to go out in a sort of torpid state, believing that in due time he shall be put ashore, and that then everything will be
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  open and easy to him; and seems to be possessed by the comfortable idea that the mere fact of his landing in the new country will be sufficient to insure his success in it. He is soon undeceived – he has no plan of operations which he has studied, matured, and fitted himself for; no prepared weapons to fight with; and if at last he buys land and moves on to it, he finds all his out-door operations crippled, and his household rendered miserable, by the absence of any permanent, reliable, standard "labour force;" his wife and daughters become mere housebound drudges, and he himself too often becomes the repining gloomy, grumbling man. He gets on, he struggles through, the sure rise of the young Land drags him up with it, but he gets on in a rude, painful, clumsy, make-shift, stupid style, and about half as fast as he would have done had he only come to the field duly armed and fitted for the battle. I have been brought into communication with numbers of people who have gone to New Zealand, and I assure the reader that if he knew what I know as to the fitness for colonial life, the "state of preparedness" of half those who elect to go to New Zealand, he would not wonder that now and then there was growling and grumbling even among the successful, and that here and there was a case of failure or return, but would be astonished that there was half as much of contentment and success in New Zealand, or indeed in any good Colony as there really is.

 

  NEW "WEST COAST" COUNTRY DISCOVERED IN THE CANTERBURY PROVINCE. (SEE PAGE 119.)

  We have since been informed that this fine district embraces some quarter of a million acres of fertile level land, at the mouth of the Grey River, lying on the boundary of the Nelson and Canterbury Provinces, but lying chiefly in the latter. It is reported, too, that there is a depth of four fathoms on the bar of the Grey River. Should this information prove correct, the district will unquestionably become the site of a new and flourishing Settlement, admirably situated for direct trade and intercourse with the neighbouring Australian Colonies.
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 29 Several families applying to me about New Zealand, have begged for some information of this character which might serve as a rough guide for any calculation of their own; and here, perhaps, as a little instance of the attention which New Zealand is beginning to awaken in military circles, I may mention that among my late correspondents were four or five officers who (tired of their then inglorious station in the Mediterranean whilst such a harvest of glory was being reaped in India) had sold out of the 92nd Highlanders, with New Zealand view's. One of them, with his family, sailed the other day by your "Joseph Fletcher," another a passenger in your "Egmont," and one or two of the others will, I think, eventually follow their comrades, and sport the "kilt" in New Zealand Highlands.
30 During the gradual operation of clearing and ploughing the estate, any wild-land portions of it might he used as rough grazing or browsing ground for stock. On lands, where there is any "bush," cattle will keep themselves in capital condition browsing on the shrubberies and under growth, and picking up coarse grass and green stuff in the open parts. In early days at New Plymouth, the little dairy herds and working oxen of the sawyers had nothing (winter or summer) but what they picked up in the forests and about forest tracts where sow thistle and rough grasses spring up. Winter and summer these animals were sleek and glossy-skinned, and some of the heifers would have passed as fat stock.
31 The old feeling of "clanship" or "retainership" might here he frequently enlisted with advantage. I would engage to go down to our old place in Lincolnshire where the family is known, call a meeting at the "Five Bells," proclaim my terms, and get fifty volunteers to follow me, the flower of the village peasantry.
32 Not a few of the British manufactured articles which find their way to New Zealand are the "culls" of the Australian markets; and whether it be that the commercial morality of the Sydney and Melbourne speculators, commission agents, Jew broker's, and the like, is not of the purest order, or whether it be that these gentlemen are the victims of mistakes, certain it is that many a patent and popular article – such as Bass's ale, Ransomes' implements, Sharp's axes, Richards' hardware, Truman's stout, &c., &c. – reaches new Zealand so little altered in appearance, perhaps, but so sadly impaired in constitution, that I fear Messrs. Bass, Ransomes, Richards, and Co., if they could only see and test their reputed progeny, would often have to disown a spurious offspring, and to declare that such articles were never turned out from their establishments. This is one of the reasons why the New Zealand emigrant should provide himself with a few really useful and genuine articles of outfit, which seems frequently to be overlooked. By faking the trouble, too, to get certain standard articles of outfit and equipment direct from the English warehouse, not only does the emigrant get them genuine, but he gets them cheaper, for if he buys the things in this country he pays only one profit, whereas buying them in the Colony, after they have passed through two or three hands, he, of course pays two or three profits – the mere freight and shipping charges being virtually paid by him, the consumer, in either or any case.
33 RATIONS. – Family say equal to five adults, the daughter being one of the Proprietor's household. 

 WEEKLY RATIONS. £ s. d. 

 50 lbs. flour, worth, say... 0 10 0 

 60 lbs. meat........ 1 0 0 

 Tea, sugar, and sundries ........ 0 10 0 

 . . . . . . . . . . . .£2 0 0 a-week 

 Say £100 a-year.
34 The undulating, rolling character of the surface of the greater portion of the agricultural wild lands – the profusion of natural watercourses, brook and stream – the light percolative nature of the greater portion of the subsoil – together with the breezy, quick-drying character of the climate – render "draining" quite an exceptional feature in New Zealand agriculture. The little "flax or raupo swamps" (patches of a few acres interspersed over the country) are occasionally drained; but here the operation is a very simple one, and the produce of these "natural manure beds" is so great that the outlay is often more than paid for by the first crop.
35 This non-necessity of providing any "winter keep" for stock would be a great boon to the agriculturist, even in a cheap-labour country like England – a boon perhaps almost equal in value to the gift of his rent. But it is a far greater boon in a young country like New Zealand, where time is twice as valuable, and where labour and farm buildings, &c., &c., are twice ns dear and costly as they are in England. This exemption forms one of the great agricultural advantages which New Zealand possesses over such countries as Canada and the North American colonies, where almost half the farmer's short working season is taken up in providing winter keep for his stock. For a third of the year these North-American colonics are buried in snow or locked up in ice; and, owing to this "climatic curse," can never become great countries of "flocks and herds" like the Cape Colony, Australia, and New Zealand.
36 Any grass-estate proprietor in the neighbourhood of a port-town or Settlement, having a few hundreds by him, and an agent or friend on the spot to apprize him of what is going on, may occasionally make an excellent thing by buying up small lots of stock, sheep, or horses which some of the Two-fold Bay or Australian vessels occasionally bring over on spec. The animals land very thin and wretched-looking, but taken on good New Zealand grass for a month or two, they become metamorphosed, and may be retailed among butchers and dealers and private buyers at a handsome profit. In New Plymouth, I have known animals bought for £8 a-head and sold in a month or two for £20.
37 "Squatting sheep-farming," a pursuit of which the motto might well he "great cry and little wool," was introduced into New Zealand from Australia; and is a pastoral system about as suitable to New Zealand, as the agricultural system of Timbuctoo might be suitable to Great Britain. 



 Its inherent evils are these: – More or less it entails on its votaries a rude, isolated, semi-savage existence; whilst locking up immense tracts of territory as pastoral deserts and preserves, it stops the plough, blights the growth of farm and village, prevents the peopling of the wilderness, and arrests the spread of humanising civilisation. The one good it returns for all this evil, the one crop it grows from the desert it creates, is the "golden fleece;" but it grows even this one crop so scantily, that the "farm-field system," which it prevents, would grow a ten-fold larger crop. These evils are beginning to be felt and to he denounced even in Australia, and The Times has lately had a "leader" warning any further emigrant population from a country where such a system prevails. But Australia is a vast country of arid hills and plains, where flocks and herds might roam for ages, and bar no peopling of the desert waste. Australia, too, is a country where "squatting" is the only system of grazing which is possible – for owing to poverty of soil, heats, and droughts, that artificial field-pasturage, essential to the success of any other system, cannot be obtained there. But New Zealand, as compared to the droughty continent of Australia, is a garden clothed with perpetual verdure: a land of which some future bellman may some day sing- 



  "Each ram so fat he never ran;

 Each rood of ground maintained its man."



 



 A country of such narrow limits, that flocks and herds could not roam almost "fera naturae," as in Australia, without committing trespass, or creating an injurious monopoly. In New Zealand, too, thanks to soil and climate, that artificial field-pasturage, essential to any better system of grazing, can be obtained; and that, too, in the greatest luxuriance and perfection of feed. In truth, no two countries, so near together as Australia and New Zealand, are so unlike in physical features; and to argue that the "squatting system" is suitable for the one, because it is suitable for the other, is to argue that the sugar cane and coffee-plant are cultivable in England and Scotland, because they are cultivable in Egypt and the Brazils. – Hursthouse's New Zealand.
38 It should, however, he observed, that where this scale of operations was the one intended to be carried out, the labourer's family should be much such a common one as I have taken – it might of course be one containing a little more "labour help," but it should not be one containing much less, and the nearer the respective ages of the members of it [?] to the ages I have put down, the better it would be.
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