
   
      
   

       

 XI. TRADE.
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  XI.

  TRADE.

  Servants turned into masters – Retail-dealers become importers – A Kelso man – Trade of Otago.



  STOREKEEPING is one of the most profitable employments in which any one can engage in young colonies. Many who began business in a very small way indeed have left the counter for the desk, and become large importers and wholesale dealers, with a corresponding staff of clerks and warehousemen. As the colony grows older the avenues to successful storekeeping become more crowded. The competitors in this race strive to distance their opponents, and in so doing some fail, but the great majority undoubtedly succeed. A stranger passing through the fine business premises that adorn the main streets of Dunedin would never dream that the men who own such places were once as poor as any ordinary emigrant.

  Twelve years ago, Mr. D. was an assistant in the shop of Mr. K. at forty shillings per week. After a service of five years he left his employer, and started a business in opposition, which he had purchased from an old sailor on credit. So well did Mr. D. manage his business that five years afterwards he re-sold the
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  concern on most advantageous terms. D., having left the retail trade, aspired to the higher grade of business, and forthwith went to Britain, made arrangements for a large shipment of certain goods, and opened a wholesale establishment in a central part of the city of Dunedin. Shortly after, a beautiful and commodious stone building was built for D. & Co. Their trade is increasing, and his partner has opened an office in London for the more expeditious despatch of increasing orders.

  The reader must not suppose that the foregoing is an isolated case. There is not a letter in the alphabet which does not represent the name of some one who, after ten or twelve years' serving behind the counter at a salary of fifty or sixty shillings per week, has gradually changed his place from an assistant to a partner of some business that he can call his own. Messrs. B., C., D., E., H., R.., etc., etc., are all representative men for whom emigration has done everything. The first name is that of a gentleman who thirteen years ago was a draper's assistant in the town of Kelso, at a salary probably of thirty shillings a week; now he owns perhaps the finest retail business in Dunedin, employs fifty hands, and pays £250 weekly as wages. This sudden change of circumstances is not peculiar to Dunedin, but is common to the twenty towns that are in the Otago province; and I suppose is common all over New Zealand. Perhaps Invercargill is more remarkable for this class of men than any other town in New Zealand, where three-fourths of the merchant class are self-made men. All honour to the industry and perseverance of such citizens. They are the pith and stamina of prosperous communities; and if they will continue to exert their influence in the direction they have hitherto done, they will not only sustain the trade of Otago in its present prominent position, but increase it to the extent of our own requirements – a point which New Zealand has not yet reached.

  The enterprise of the Dunedin merchants has done much for the commerce and prosperity of Otago. By their energy the trade of the port of Otago has reached the proportion of one-third of the trade of New Zealand; and yet so far is trade from being overdone,
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  it is rather the reverse. Although New Zealand has been colonized for many years, her merchants have not been able to import from Britain the quantity of goods required to supply their own market; and at this moment she is in the anomalous condition of paying the Australian merchants at the rate of two millions sterling annually for a certain class of goods that could be got better and cheaper if imported direct from home. The imports from the Australian colonies for the September quarter of 1873 were over half a million, £91,000 of which was imported by Dunedin. Evidently we still require two or three firms additional throughout New Zealand capable of undertaking the Australian trade in home goods, which for many years they have been carrying on at our expense. How it is that our importing firms cannot overtake our own trade, I know not; but that it would be most advantageous to New Zealand to do so must be self-evident.

  The import trade of New Zealand is steadily increasing, and presents us with large figures for a colony still in its infancy. The statistics are taken triennially.

 
 
 	  Imports for 1871,


 	  £4,078,193




 
 	  Imports for 1873, 


 	  6,102,811




 
 	  Increase


 	  £2,024,618






  Here we have an increase of two millions in the imports of a people who only numbered about 260,000 in 1871.

  The exports for 1873 were £5,435,084, which is an enormous export trade for the diminutive population of New Zealand, and at once stamps this youngest of all British colonies as the richest in the world.

  To the Otago emigrant it may perhaps be interesting to know what proportion of this activity and wealth really belongs to Otago.

 
 
 	  Imports for all New Zealand,


 	  £6,102,811




 
 	  Do. Otago,


 	  2,170,940






  These figures credit Otago with one-third of the imports of New
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  Zealand. The exports present to intending emigrants a still more remarkable statement: – 

  Exports for all New Zealand, 1873, £5,435,080 

 Exports for Otago, 1873, 2,164,667

  Here Otago takes a still more prominent place, and is credited with two-fifths of the export trade of New Zealand, while at the same time the population of Otago is only one-fifth of the colony. These figures indicate great activity and prosperity in a community that sends forth raw and manufactured material to the extent of £36 for every man, woman, and child. This phase of colonial prosperity and abundance is one which the emigrant will look in vain for elsewhere. The imports and exports amount to £72 per head. In other words, the foreign trade of Otago for 1873 amounted to £4,337,607.

  The financial year in New Zealand ends June 30, and embraces the above figures. The returns for the September quarter have just been published, and show that Otago is keeping her position in the trade of 1873 and 1874.

  Total imports and exports of New Zealand for the September quarter of 1873 and 1874, £2,243,858 

 Do. do. do. Otago, 726,036

  Here the trade of the province of Otago represents one-third of the whole colony. In this quarter no wool is shipped, that export being reserved for the December and March quarters, so that the utmost confidence may be placed in the future of Otago. All that she requires to unfold her resources is British capital and British labour.

  TRADE STATISTICS OF PORT OF DUNEDIN for the Six Years ending 30th September 1873.

  Comparative Table of Imports and Revenue from Customs at the Port of Dunedin, for the years ending 30th September 1868, 1869, 1870, 1871, 1872; and 1873.

  IMPORTS.

  Year ending 30th September 1868, £1,587,754 4 6 " " 1869, 1,486,803 3 2
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 	  Year ending 30th September 1870,


 	  £1,524,650 18 4




 
 	  " " " " 1871.


 	  1,171,991 0 0




 
 	  " " " " 1872,


 	  1,565,852 17 1




 
 	  " " " " 1873,


 	  1,968,298 0 0




 
 	  Increase 1869-70 over 1868-69,


 	  37,847 15 2




 
 	  Decrease 1869-70 from 1867-68,


 	  63,103 6 2




 
 	  " 1870-71 from 1869-70,


 	  352,759 18 4




 
 	  Increase 1871-72 over 1870-71,


 	  393,861 17 1




 
 	  " 1872-73 over 1871-72,


 	  402,437 2 11




 
 	  CUSTOMS REVENUE.


 	 




 
 	  Year ending 30th September 1868,


 	  £205,469 8 5




 
 	  " " " " 1869,


 	  208,048 18 3




 
 	  " " " " 1870


 	  201,086 4 l 1




 
 	  " " " " 1871,


 	  192,536 14 5 2




 
 	  " " " " 1872,


 	  215,415 11 10 3




 
 	  " " " " 1873,


 	  255,900 2 2 4




 
	1   Includes £2268, 2s. 10d. of Excise duty.

2   Includes £4073, 0s. 0d. of Excise duty.

3   Includes £5935, 10s. 8d. of Excise duty.

4   Includes £10,564, 0s. 11d. of Excise duty.






  Comparative Tables showing the Values of the Principal items of Import at the Port of Dunedin, for the years ending 30th September 1868, 1869, 1870, 1871, 1872, and 1873 respectively.

  (A.) – IMPORTS OF SOFT GOODS.

 
 
 	 


 	  1869-70.


 	  1870-71.


 	  1871-72.


 	  1872-73.




 
 	  Apparel


 	  £22,542


 	  £13,612


 	  £14,606


 	  £22,590




 
 	  Carpeting


 	  8,324


 	  4,002


 	  7,767


 	  15,791




 
 	  Cottons


 	  2,243


 	  1,104


 	  11, 001


 	  2,393




 
 	  Drapery


 	  346,725


 	  216,072


 	  342,652


 	  403,799




 
 	  Haberdashery 5


 	  179


 	  675


 	 


 	  20




 
 	  Hosiery 6


 	  28


 	  ...


 	  ...


 	  ...




 
 	  Hats and Caps


 	  20,630


 	  13,029


 	  17,153


 	  21,021




 
 	  Linens


 	  1,328


 	  287


 	  805


 	  1,187




 
 	  Mats and Rugs


 	  4,373


 	  2,485


 	  3,008


 	  3,245




 
 	  Millinery


 	  2,915


 	  288


 	  471


 	  ...




 
 	  Oil Cloth


 	  1,264


 	  289


 	  1,037


 	  3,106




 
 	  Scrim


 	  885


 	  1,046


 	  2,424


 	  4,317




 
 	  Woollens


 	  13,068


 	  7,306


 	  12,272


 	  13,766




 
 	  Total


 	  £424,054


 	  £260,195


 	  £413,226


 	  £491,035




 
	5   These appear to be usually entered under the general head "Drapery."

6   These appear to be usually entered under the general head "Drapery."
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  Comparative Table, showing the Values of the principal items of Export from the Port of Dunedin, for the years ending 30th September 1871, 1872, and 1873 respectively.

 
 
 	 


 	  Year ending 

 Sept. 30, 1871.


 	  Year ending 

 Sept. 30, 1872.


 	  Year ending 

 Sept. 30, 1873.




 
 	  Barley


 	  £3,145


 	  £591


 	  £140




 
 	  Barley, pearl


 	  287


 	  160


 	  220




 
 	  Bones


 	  57


 	  154


 	  155




 
 	  Bran


 	 


 	  100


 	  410




 
 	  Building stone


 	  5


 	  ...


 	  100




 
 	  Butter


 	  749


 	  935


 	  8




 
 	  Cheese


 	  263


 	  142


 	  92




 
 	  Flax, N.Z.


 	  10,412


 	  11,214


 	  16,936




 
 	  Flax Tow


 	  ...


 	  96


 	  190




 
 	  Flour


 	  2,048


 	  320


 	  1,101




 
 	  Fungus


 	  ...


 	  1,400


 	  998




 
 	  Glue


 	  ...


 	  95


 	  136




 
 	  Gold


 	  674,598


 	  652,802


 	  641,330




 
 	  Grass Seed


 	  82


 	  1,075


 	  1,645




 
 	  Hides


 	  3,337


 	  5,638


 	  8,599




 
 	  Lard


 	  410


 	  ...


 	  478




 
 	  Leather


 	  3,539


 	  7,867


 	  10,456




 
 	  Live Stock, 

 Ram Lambs


 	  ...


 	  100


 	  120




 
 	  Meats, Preserved,


 	  95,864


 	  113,928


 	  120,575




 
 	  Oatmeal


 	  2,421


 	  1,520


 	  877




 
 	  Oats


 	  5,877


 	  10,724


 	  7,991




 
 	  Potatoes


 	  ...


 	  1


 	  10




 
 	  Shells


 	  ...


 	  300


 	  138




 
 	  Skins


 	 


 	 


 	 




 
 	  Salted and Pelts


 	  ...


 	  47


 	  170




 
 	  Sheep


 	  60


 	  1,435


 	  2,329




 
 	  Seal


 	  ...


 	  ...


 	  720




 
 	  Tallow


 	  27,908


 	  23,654


 	  29,459




 
 	  Whalebone


 	  3


 	  182


 	  556




 
 	  Whale Oil


 	 


 	  2,300


 	  1,070




 
 	  Wheat


 	  4,470


 	  11,503


 	  42,155




 
 	  Wool


 	  543,967


 	  901,766


 	  1,013,326




 
 	  Woollen Manufactures,


 	 


 	 


 	  222




 
 	  Total exports for same periods,


 	  £1,395,231


 	  £1,770,642


 	  £1,916,294






  The quantities of wool and gold exported are as follow: – 

  Wool,...... 13,224,594lb. 15,255,706lb. 15,543,308lb. 

 Gold, ..... 169,203oz. 163,022oz. 159,636oz.
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  (B.) – IMPORTS OF IRON, IRONMONGERY, HARDWARE, ETC.

 
 
 	 


 	  Year ending 

 Sept. 30, 1871.


 	  Year ending 

 Sept. 30, 1872.


 	  Year ending 

 Sept. 30, 1873.




 
 	  Brass and brass ware,


 	  £226


 	  £360


 	  £961




 
 	  Chains


 	  550


 	  408


 	  1,065




 
 	  Copper, rod and bolt


 	  220


 	  603


 	  129




 
 	  Copper sheathing


 	  326


 	  606


 	  820




 
 	  Copper nails


 	  ...


 	  78


 	  66




 
 	  Copper ware


 	  13


 	 


 	  271




 
 	  Cutlery


 	  1,096


 	  796


 	  2,006




 
 	  Grindery


 	  1, 254


 	  1,616


 	  2,752




 
 	  Hardware and Ironmongery,


 	  25,441


 	  30,128


 	  61,319




 
 	  Holloware, 7


 	  55


 	  ...


 	  ...




 
 	  Iron, bar and rod


 	  7,436


 	  10,990


 	  19,160




 
 	  Iron, fencing


 	  11,129


 	  16,064


 	  32,524




 
 	  Iron, galvanized


 	  12,500


 	  20,885


 	  30,885




 
 	  Iron, hoop


 	  1,960


 	  3,356


 	  2,580




 
 	  Iron, pig


 	  1,975


 	  2,722


 	  3,053




 
 	  Iron, shee


 	  820


 	  2,848


 	  4,138




 
 	  Iron pipes


 	  1,159


 	  275


 	  2,145




 
 	  Iron, undescribed


 	  2,025


 	  3,078


 	  958




 
 	  Lead pipes


 	  557


 	  786


 	  1,755




 
 	  Lead, sheet


 	  521


 	  1,455


 	  1,770




 
 	  Nails and screws


 	  4,933


 	  5,906


 	  13,542




 
 	  Pumps


 	  390


 	  218


 	  594




 
 	  Tin, block


 	  3,399


 	  8,157


 	  4,682




 
 	  Tin, sheet


 	  24,882


 	  38,016


 	  15,687




 
 	  Tinware


 	  153


 	  271


 	  230




 
 	  Zinc


 	  1,423


 	  580


 	  980




 
 	 


 	  104,452


 	  149,402


 	  204,072




 
	7   Appears to be usually entered under the general head of "Ironmongery."






  Comparative Table of the Quantities of Spirits, Tea, and Sugar delivered out of Bond during the years 1871, 1872, and 1873.

 
 
 	 


 	  Year ending 

 Sept. 30, 1871. 


 	  Year ending 

 Sept. 30, 1872.


 	  Year ending 

 Sept. 80, 1873.




 
 	  Spirits, 


 	  Gals.


 	  Gals.


 	  Gals.




 
 	  Brandy 


 	  43,651


 	  46,325


 	  52,744




 
 	  Geneva 


 	  16,391


 	  15,243


 	  14,927




 
 	  Gin 


 	  2,295


 	  2,363


 	  2,958




 
 	  Rum 


 	  8,035


 	  8,059


 	  8,782




 
 	  Whisky 


 	  30,703


 	  29,835


 	  29,790




 
 	  Colonial-manufactured 


 	  13,576


 	  22,630


 	  35,215




 
 	  Totals 


 	  115,351


 	  124,455


 	  144,416




 
 	  


 	  Lbs.


 	  Lbs.


 	  Lbs.




 
 	  Tea 


 	  467,857


 	  548,683


 	  596,358




 
 	  Sugar 


 	  4,721,079


 	  5,040,698


 	  5,357,701
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 III. AT SEA – INCIDENTS OF THE VOYAGE.
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  III.

  AT SEA – INCIDENTS OF THE VOYAGE.

  First impressions – Length of voyage – A sister's gift – Trial by Judge and Jury – Scene in the Court.



  ON 20th November 1847 I went on board the vessel that was to be my home for five long weary months. The first sight of my compagnons de voyage was not reassuring. I saw persons there whom I did not expect to see, but first impressions are not very trustworthy; five months' constant contact with fellow-passengers
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  gives an insight into character not obtainable by any other means. This knowledge gradually modified first impressions. Some fell by the process, others rose, and some have lived only to strengthen and confirm them: The emigrants seemed to have come from the east and the west, the north and south, but the west was perhaps the greatest and worst contributor. Friendships were formed then which in many cases have been retained in all their freshness for a quarter of a century. The emigrants numbered about 260, and were crammed into a vessel of 400 tons, a striking contrast to the magnificent ships that now, in eighty days, connect New Zealand with Britain. The first bona fide emigrants to America were huddled up in the "Mayflower," and we were equally uncomfortable, so far as the size of the vessel and the length of the voyage were concerned. It has long since been changed times with the emigrant to New Zealand. The finest steamers from the eastern and western hemispheres now carry the mails and passengers from Britain and America to Dunedin in forty-five days; but in the early days of the colony, four and five months was the proper time. Wearisome as eighty days' sailing to New Zealand may appear in comparison with ten or twenty to America, yet I question if the advantages to the emigrant are not greater in the one case than in the other. The long passage teaches the emigrant patience and economy in stowing himself and family afterwards in a small house. Habits of discipline are formed, and the art of making the most of everything, so that when he lands in his adopted country he is not easily put out with every little annoyance, but, on the contrary, his long passage has only fitted and nerved him for difficulties yet to come. Voyages at sea are seldom remarkable if all goes well. We had a good captain; and we no sooner left port than a violent storm in the Irish Sea compelled him to put into Wales. While there, several of the crew were imprisoned; this delay was favourable to the emigrants of the next ship, as we complained of the dietary scale, which was improved in succeeding vessels. Here I received a registered letter from London from my youngest sister, enclosing a present of money as a parting gift. Four days in Wales gave us a fresh
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  crew, and we sailed away from Milford Haven with a fair wind. Three marriages took place on the voyage, and a good deal of sweet-hearting went on. The most remarkable event that took place on board was connected with a young lad amongst the single men; he was made the butt of one man in particular, who never ceased to domineer over the boy; but the fellow played his joke once too often, for we were all horrified to hear that the boy suddenly sprang upon him, and stabbed him in the abdomen: the boy was instantly imprisoned, but it was found that the table-knife had doubled up, the broad point refused to penetrate the moleskin, and most fortunately the man's life was saved by the merest accident. A trial at once took place, Rev. Thos. Burns judge, and a jury of twelve passengers. The sentence proposed by the jury was a severe reprimand, two days' incarceration, and the head to be shaved. Before the sentence was pronounced, a vigorous defence was made by one of the jurymen, and a strong case made out for the defendant by showing that the lad had for weeks tried by various means to escape from his tormentor, and failed; that the rash act was the resistless impulse of a moment which he now bitterly regretted. The judge summed up, pointing out to the prisoner the enormity of his crime, and the providential manner in which it had been frustrated, condemned him to two days' imprisonment, his hair to be cut quite off (not shaved), and his father to be the executioner; the latter part of the sentence was the only request made by the parents. As soon as the prosecutor heard the sentence, he very impudently told the Court that he did not think it severe enough. Never shall I forget what followed. Dr. Burns throughout the trial had exhibited a quiet, calm, dignified manner; but no sooner had the bold swaggerer uttered the last word than the judge fixed upon the speaker a piercing look, and addressed him in a voice trembling with emotion, and for several minutes he poured out such a storm of withering rebuke as made the fellow quail. He charged him in the most scathing language as the real author of the crime that had taken place, reproached him with ingratitude to God and man, and hinted pretty plainly that he, Mr. Burns, possessed magisterial powers until we arrived in New
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  Zealand, and that, if the complainant did not conduct himself better in future, he would find that power was one which he could not resist. I have known Dr. Burns as preacher for five-and-twenty years. I have heard splendid bursts of eloquence during that time, but never did I see rage in such a grand and dignified attitude, – the grey locks, the eagle eye, the Roman profile, the right hand stretched forward, the clear voice, the trembling frame, the impassioned eloquence, and the profound silence of the onlookers, made up a picture which it is impossible to reproduce on canvass or paper. The boy afterwards became a respectable settler, but I never knew what became of his tormentor. He left the place, and doubtless his narrow escape would ever after teach him respect for the feelings of others.



 

      
  
       

 VIII. ORIGIN OF OTAGO. 
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  VIII.

  ORIGIN OF OTAGO. 

  Canterbury rejected – Purchase of Otago – Site of Dunedin – Captain Cargill.



  IN 1840 a number of gentlemen in Edinburgh arranged with the New Zealand Company for a block of land to colonize with their countrymen on certain conditions: – 

  1st. The land to be sold at forty shillings per acre.

  2d. Five shillings of that amount was for survey of land.

  3d. Fifteen shillings for emigration.

  4th. Ten shillings for civil uses (roads and bridges).

  5th. Five shillings for churches, schools, ministers and teachers.

  6th. Five shillings for the land.

  The New Zealand Company forthwith gave instructions to their chief surveyor to lay off a large block of land for the Edinburgh Association in the Province of Canterbury, but they also gave him full power to explore the whole sea-board of the Middle Island, and, in the event of discovering a better tract of country, he was authorized to purchase it from the natives. After a thorough examination of the island from Nelson round the east coast to Milford Haven on the west coast, and a careful consideration of the merits of Canterbury and Otago, Mr. Tuckett chose the latter as the best place for the new settlement, and on the 31st of July 1844 Colonel Wakefield, in presence of Captain Symonds, Government Commissioner, and Mr. Clarke, Native Protector, purchased from the Ngaitahu tribe seven hundred square miles of land for £2400.

 Page 22
  All the native chiefs interested in the disposal of this land were consenting parties to the transaction by a regular deed written in both languages, and the result has been the complete absence of all those embarrassing questions about land titles that paralysed the northern settlements in their early days. A few years subsequently the whole of the land in the south of New Zealand was purchased, including a fine prairie extending from the Mataura River to Foveaux Straits. By this purchase twenty thousand square miles of land were added to the Otago Block, afterwards named the Otago Province.

  Dunedin stands at the head of an arm of the sea fourteen miles long, having an area of about thirty square miles. This fiord is the natural highway to the interior of the country, and was probably one of the reasons for surveying the chief town at the head of the Otago harbour, and another reason was a clear mountain stream at the north of the town capable of supplying a city with abundance of pure water. The town was laid off upon wooded terraces rising above one another for a mile back from the harbour.

  On my arrival at Dunedin I was introduced by Mr. Burns to his friend and coadjutor Captain Cargill. This gentleman represented the New Zealand Company, and was the leading spirit and founder of the settlement, and I was very much struck by his personal appearance. He was a grey-haired man, about sixty-five years of age, of small stature, a stout walking-stick in his right hand, a shepherd-tartan plaid thrown over his left shoulder, and a broad Scotch bonnet on his head. The countenance had a kind look about it, with a little shade of sadness. The eye had a mild expression, but the shaggy eyebrows altered that a good deal, and gave to the physiognomy a firm and determined look. This gentleman was singularly well-fitted to lead a band of men in any enterprise. He had known what it was to "rough it" in early life, having been an officer in the Peninsular army under the "Iron Duke." What contrasts met in the life of this man! In youth he would be the natty little ensign with gold-epauleted shoulders, white-gloved hands, and a sword dangling at his heels,
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  or mingling in the stern strife that then shook the world. Now in old age he leads his countrymen, in the peaceful contest with nature, in founding a village, a town, a city, and at last the capital of a province about as large as Scotland. My introduction to this man was of advantage to me ever afterwards. I found him a true friend in the beginning, and he never altered to the day when I saw him laid in an honoured grave. What a fine thing is unalterable friendship! To me he was uniformly kind and respectful, and I am proud to think that the acorn which he planted has become a great tree.



 

      
  
       

 XIV. REMARKABLE COLONISTS.
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  XIV.

  REMARKABLE COLONISTS.

  Lowe – Childers – Vogel – An Aberdeen clerk.



  IT is not every man who has been successful in life to whom the term "remarkable" can properly be applied. Remarkable colo-
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  nists, in the very nature of things, must ever be a fractional part of the community. Although the colonies of Australasia, considering their recent discovery and limited population, can never produce a large number of extraordinary men, yet they are beginning to leave their impress on the sands of time. Foremost amongst colonial men must be placed Mr. Lowe and Mr. Childers. Who would have thought, twenty years ago, that the British empire would have been indebted for many years to a colony at the antipodes for a Chancellor of the Exchequer second only to Gladstone, or a First Lord of the Admiralty second to none in administrative ability; and yet these great men received their political training, not in the British House of Commons, but in the legislative assemblies of Australia. Perhaps the time will yet come when the great colonies, dominions, and dependencies of Great Britain will have one seat given to each of them in the House of Commons. This would be of as much value to the colonies as the appointment of their governors. These representatives of the wide domain of Britain's Queen can veto all acts of the colonists, and, considering the trade and importance of the colonial empire, it would be only just and politic to link them in such a way as would give them direct access to the British Parliament by a member, instead of by a third or fourth person.

  New Zealand, though a very young country, is not without men of political eminence. The present premier of New Zealand has entered upon a scheme of reproductive works which have already exerted a powerful influence upon the prosperity of the country, and, if finally successful, will do more for the aggrandizement of New Zealand than all her premiers put together. This celebrated character may be said to be the Disraeli of New Zealand. He comes from the same race, lives by the same means – literature. His parliamentary debut received the same check as his great prototype, and, like him, he at last compelled parliament to listen to him, while he now sways the destinies of New Zealand. How is it that a stranger in a strange land was first rejected, then accepted? Is it the result of mere accident, or of undoubted ability? History is solving this problem.
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  Another remarkable colonist was thirty years ago a young clerk in the office of the great paper-manufactory of Pirie and Son, Aberdeen. Under an apparently quiet and amiable disposition there existed an indomitable will, that would not be satisfied with a subordinate position. This young man left his situation in Scotland, and made his way to the world's metropolis, where he entered the office of a large establishment, whose ramifications extended to the limits of commerce, and from the desk of a junior clerk he rapidly rose to the highest post in the concern – that of chief correspondent. This latter he also gave up, and started as a merchant on his own account, and for the last twenty years he has been a resident in Otago. Before and after his arrival in that province he took a deep interest in getting representative institutions for New Zealand, and, when Dunedin required a representative for the General Assembly, he was unanimously chosen.

  On landing in Otago this young man entered into partnership with the Hon. Mr. E – – , who, for sixteen years has represented Dunedin in Parliament. Previous to that time trade had been under the dominion of an old Sydney merchant, whose great object was to make money, which he did rapidly. Our young friend commenced business on an apparently opposite principle, viz., to create a trade. The influence of these opposite principles upon the history of Otago was most remarkable. Under the influence of the former every one cultivated sparingly, and of course reaped sparingly: the farmer, when paid for grain, clutched the gold with a grasp so tenacious that it was lost to the world, and was never seen again. But under the genial influence of the other principle, the hand relaxed its hold, the gold came forth from its hiding-place, and appeared in some reproductive form.

  The young merchant began to impress the community with his ideas. He encouraged the farmer to cultivate more largely. He advanced money on their grain and wool, and in a short time made his influence felt far and near. The old firm, which dealt largely in usurious transactions, took up a hostile position, and tried to drive the new principles and their author from the field. The
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  leavening process, however, had been too rapid, and the advantages resulting were too widely felt, to be much affected by any opposition.

  The young Aberdonian did not stop at building barges and ships, and freighting them to the distant market of California: he drew up a prospectus for the Bank of Otago, and when shares were taken to the extent of £7000, a preliminary meeting was called, directors appointed, and, to the astonishment of the shareholders, a handful of beautifully engraved notes of the Bank of Otago were laid on the table, and the design submitted for approval! The hearts of shareholders beat high at the sight of their own notes; here was what we all wanted, if the manager would but sign the notes. A charter was the only thing wanted, for which an application was forthwith drawn in proper form. Here was a glorious future bursting upon our little town of Dunedin. A career of usefulness lay before the young institution, second only to the Western Bank, but unfortunately Sir George Grey would not grant a charter. The General Government had a bank of their own, and it was not till fifteen years had expired that Mr. Bathgate, as manager, started the Bank of Otago, which, though it had a charter, soon shared the fate of its predecessor in name.

  The greatest work of the young merchant, and one that has sustained his popularity in every vicissitude, was the connecting Otago to Melbourne by steam. For many years Otago had been "pooh-poohed" by the older provinces of New Zealand, and a request from the inhabitants to connect them postally by a steamer subsidized out of the revenues of New Zealand was rejected, and a paltry £400 offered by way of a solatium. Poor Otago, that was the day of small things, but fortunately she possessed one colonist who was equal to the emergency. He went to Melbourne, purchased a steamer, and steamed 1200 miles across to Dunedin. Thus, single-handed and alone, he connected by steam the colony of Victoria with the south of New Zealand, thereby satisfying the credulous of the practicability of the thing, and securing a regular mail service and a ready market for the produce of Otago. By this one act was laid the foundation of the
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  splendid steam-fleet that connects Otago with the rest of the world. In 1871 two hundred and seventy vessels entered and cleared her ports, and many of these were steam vessels. Yet it is painful to know that although the enterprise and spirit thus manifested had done a vast amount of good for Otago, it was most disastrous to the young merchant himself, his business, and his family. He lost his all, and suffered so severely otherwise that he was obliged to retire for a time into private life. "Rome was not built in a day." But the sanguine merchant believed the thing was possible, and in attempting to raise Otago from a position of obscurity to one of prominence, he sacrificed much, and in doing so he sacrificed himself.

  In the equatorial regions of the globe the sun sets with a rapidity that is truly startling. The contrast between day and night is presented to the mind in such a limited interval, from the almost total absence of twilight, that reflection is inevitable. The sun of our young friend set just as suddenly; but instead of being in the afternoon, it set at mid-day, and was followed by the darkness of midnight. Many shed tears; all were sad, and very few indeed rejoiced.

  Four years' probation was the time imposed upon the young merchant. During this time of silence he retired to his villa on the sea-shore, far away from the busy haunts of men. The chief incident of this period was the capsizing of a boat in which he was a passenger in a squall. Here his days were nearly ended. Half-an-hour afterwards he was found clinging to the boat quite exhausted, and nearly gone. This deliverance was specially gratifying to one whose wife had been saved many years before from a watery grave by the efforts of this drowning man, and his reward for that act seems to have been the interposition of an overruling providence on his behalf when all was given up for lost. But his work was not yet finished, and he soon recovered. At the expiry of four years he was again called to public life by the electors of Port Chalmers. He rose rapidly in public favour, and ultimately the inhabitants of Otago conferred on him the highest honour which it was in their power to bestow, viz., the Superintendency of Otago.
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  This office he has held ever since, having been elected three times in succession, and altogether must have held the office for about thirteen years.

  The time has not yet come to write the history of this remarkable man, but the materials for a striking biography are most abundant, and the variety of light and shade scattered through an eventful life in Scotland, England, and New Zealand will be read with interest some day, when handled by a faithful artist. While there is much in it to warn, there is also much to imitate. One example of the latter must suffice. It is to the splendid determination that has ever characterized this Aberdonian that we are indebted for that beautiful and venerable feature of the General Assembly of New Zealand, whose deliberations for the last eighteen years have been opened by prayer. This acknowledgment of a Supreme Ruler in the legislative assemblies of Australasia is unique. The practice is unknown in Queensland, New South Wales, Western Australia, Victoria, and Tasmania, and but for the sterling qualities of its author, when he carried the proposal against all opposition, it would have been unknown also in New Zealand.

  No emigrant should hastily launch on the sea of politics. It is a stormy sea, and the frail bark must buffet the rude waves of envy and malice. There is great danger in crossing the path of others who are engaged in the same trade, and who rejoice in the shipwreck of all who are laden with the same wares as themselves.



 

      
  